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BOOK I © 


CHAP. L 4280 
INTRODUCTION. 
To the PUBLIC | 


to make any noiſe in the world, as I am 
ty certain this will do, every one is 


of becoming acquainted with the author; and 
this impatience increaſes the more, the more he 
endeavours to conceal himſelf, —t expe to hear 
an hundred different names inſcribed to the Invi- 
ſible, —ſame of which 1 ſhould, perhaps be proud 
of, others as much aſhamed to own. —Some. will 


5 


a fool ;- uh ſome | ſhall paſs for a man 
ſure, with others for a ſteic ;—ſfome will 
Vor. I. B 


: 


£ 
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on rtier,—others as 2 patriot ; but 
Ee 1 1 e theſe, * 

even a man or a woman, they will find it, after 

alb their eonjectures, as difficult to diſcover as the 

longitude. 

Tikink + it therefore a duty incumbent on 
good-nature to put an early ſtop to ſuch fruitle 
inquiſitions, and alſo at the ſame time to ſatisfy, 
in ſome meaſure, the curioſity of the public, by 

an account of the means by which I attain- 
40 R Gift of Inviſtbility I poſſeſs. 
Know then, gentle reader, that in the former 
part of my lite it was my good fortune to do a 
al ſervice to a certain venerable perfon ſince 
dead ;---he was deſcended from the ancient Magi 
of the Chaldeans, inherited their wiſdom, and 
was well verſed in all the myſtic ſecrets of their 
art: heſides his gratitude for the good office I 
had done him, he ſeem'd to have found ſome- 
thing” in my humour and manner of behaviour 
that extremely pleaſed him; he would often 
have me with him, and entertain'd me with diſ- 
courſes on thitigs which otherwiſe 'I ſhould not 
| have had the leaſt idea of. 
1NYat it was not long that I enjoy'd this bene- 
fle he ſent for me one day to let me know he 
was much indiſpoſed, and defired I would come 
immediately to bim: —I went, and found him 
not as T expected, in bed, but ſiting in an _ 
8 the irik falutations n 


A! myſelf pretty 

12 faid he, nene 
* that F muſt ſhortly quit this buſy world; 
Ache ſilver cord is looſen d, the golden bowl 
*: is broken, —every thing within me haſtens to 
diſſolutiom; and I was willing to ſec 


once more before I ſer out on my journey 
TREO ſhades,---as Hamlet —_—_ 
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That vndiſcore®d country, from whoſe bourn 


No e returns. 


© we. meet in eternity. 
6 © tenements,---nor gold nor ſilver to 

3 am not deſtitute of ſomething which my 

equally warth acceptance.” 

Then, * A 73 © 'Take this, add 
ed he, giving me a key, it will . info 
© a cloſet which no one but myſelf has ever en- 
© ter'd ;-—I call it my Cabinet of Curioſities, an 
: I believe. you will 1 find ſuch things there as wi 
© deſerve that — . 1 _— them 
< any one that moſt ſuits accept 
it as a token of my = 

| He faid no more, but rung bis bell for a ſer- 
vant, who, by his orders, dated me by a 
narrow winding ſtair-caſe to the top of the houſe, 
and left me at a little door, which L open'd with 
the key that had been given me, and found my- 
ſelf in a (mall ſquare room, built after the man- 
ner of a tarret:—all the furniture was an old 
wicker chair, with a Las, of . blanker thrown 
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near It 


was bbs a table, not leſs antiquat "> ws 
.glabes ;---a ſtandiſh with ſome paper, and feveral 
books in manuſcript; but wrote in characters too 
unintelligible for me to camprebend any part of 
what they contain'd;-—juſt in the middle of the 


. __ hung, 4 5 jorge. chryſtal 1 _ 
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with a 222 yellowiſh pom, adus naar. 
m — on it: 
5 2K $8 —— 


= ECO eve 945 


7 A2 22 the qui wr porcupine powder, blown 


i Moon fe in Ae raiſes Pendl viſions: in the 


I eaſily perceived that this was one of the 
curioſities my friend had mentioned, and a great 
one indeed it was; but as I had neither intereſb 
nor inclination to impoſe upon my fellow crea- 
tures; 1 judged it fitter for the bed en of forme 
one or other of the mighty rulers of the earth. * 

I ther turn'd towards the walls, which were 
all hung round with , 
aliſmans, 


2 theſe, as 1 was 2 
ther ignorant of their uſes, I paſs d lightly over, 


till I came to a hand-bell, which having the ap- 
pearance of no other than ſuch as I. had ordina- 
rily ſeen at a lady's tea- table,. I ſhould have taken 
no notice of, but for 6 ade} grehues * e 
which I found theſe werde: rin* 9:67 anch 


The StwrarigTIC Bui, | 
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as HE of which not only fets 
the belle S a whole country, — 

r motion, wi 

er 
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wonder than this bell, ye 
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« Mobes them play. 1 4 ne era party 
* pleaſed to nominate.” 


Tho” I PE ER ds 
t I felt no ſtrong deſire 
of becoming the . it; but proceeded to 


examine what facther rarities this extraorginary 


j cabinet would preſent.---The next I took notice 


of was à phial, not much unlike thoſe» which ace 
commonly fold in the ſhops with French W 
water; it had this inſcription: 


SALT. IM vrt, | 


„Wehe held cloſe to the noſtrils; foe 
of three ſeconds and a'half, 
* Vague and wandering-thou 

hay « fn the mind, and enabies it to Tn 


E on 1 that PS Inns” 


This | 16 iT all N 


ieee, EP 
did on the — * wonderful falts, if 
. vother | catched my 
—_ ap, or ſuch a 


at law wear when a ne ope'is 
up: hat it was made out of Tknownet, 
TI am certain it was neither of the Gl, wogl- 
* 
3 


: 
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yp mien grin ce Wie inirnedicie- 
ly contraQts all the muſcles and ſine ws 
- of the i ſo as to render the perſon 
« who wears it ſmall enough to enter into the 
mouth of a lady's tea-pot, or a quart bottle; 
but great care muſt be taken no accident hap- 
s: to the vehicle while he is in it ; for if it 
2 that rims, the man wi never 
were recover in former dimenſions.” 


- Ihefitated not a moment to. ges this, ns it 
honey calculated for no other purpoſe than 
to amuſe and aftoniſh, and could be of no 


manner, to fee VP 

tle on the ſtage “ 

ket ;—on the 4 
that the 

erful per- 


or five years ago the town 7 


* 7 


K. 


reren 


humour of ſome among the audience, and that 
from a judicious hand, might give # ſudden crack 


TL 
My. 


56 word thar is ſpoken, jo 6 NS UITT as 


The Invifeble SPY. 7 


an apple, or orange, 6r even a harbe.- NH, darted 


to the brittle veſſel, and fo he would be 


led to continue a lilliputian for his whole life. 


The next, and indeed the firſt thing that raiſed 
in me any covetous emotions, was the apparatus 
of a belt, but ſeemed no more than a collection 
1 atoms gathered together in that form and 

in ——— could not pefſuade 

— it was a real ſubſtance, till I took it down, 
— then found it ſo light, that if I ſhut my eyes 
I knew not that I had any thing in my hand. — 


The label annexed to it had theſe, words: 


The BET T WIV VIE, 
HTC H, faſten'd round the body next 
the ſkin, no ſooner becomes warm than 


4411 3 inviſible. to all human 
1 n 


A little farther on the dnss gas -of enn 


_was placed a Tablet, or Pocket boek; which, on 


exatmining, I found was compoſed of a clear glaſſy 
| fubſtancey firm, yet thin as the bubbles which we 
ſometimes ſee riſe on the ſurface of the waters 
it was malleable, and doubled in 
ſo that, when ſhut, it ſeemed. very ſmall; but 
long: and broad than 


_ Po was more 
any ſheet I eyer ſaw of imperial paper = omg 
g . 


decipher'd in the following — 


The WonDtxruUL Tavizr, 


HICH, in whatever place it is ſpread 


open, receives the impreſſion. of r 


aol. 


8 The lnujibie Se v. 
eee and can no be expunged, but 
r , 
* cerice as not to have even thought on the diffe- 
«© rence of fexes ; — after fuch a one, if ſuch 
«© a one is to be found, has blown pretty hard 
. wipe i genty with the fr 
quarters, ſhe muſt wipe it gently with the firſt 
— the leſt wingel an an unfledg*d ſwan, 
© pet when the moon is in three degrees of 
cis done, the Tablet will be entirely 
N Bonk all former encemoranciine, and fit to 

take a new impreſſion. 


« Note, that the virgin muſt exceed twehe 
"ONT a 


vas verp much divided n theſe two; 
the Belt of Inviſibility put a thouſand rambles 


into my Head, which promiſed diſcuveries highly 
' Kattering to the inquiſitiveneſs of my humour; 


but then the Tablet, NL 
ſhould. hear fpoken, which I confeſs m 
is too deſective to retain, fill'd me wi —— 1 
_ ardent: defire of: becoming: maſter of  ineſti- 
mahle a treaſure: — in fine, — I wanted both; 
db incroaching is the temper of mackind, that 
the grant of one favour generally paves the way 
' for ſolliciting a ſecond. 
While was in this dilemma a ſtratagem oc- 
curr'dʒ which Þ hefitated not to put in prattice, 
and found-it:anfwer to my wiſhes; I took bath 
the Belt ——— hd, hack 
carefully lock d the door of the cabinet, 
to the Adept; — he ſaw the Belt, which being 
long, bung over my wriſt, but noe perceiving, | 
bag ur n —— have made, 
fai he with a ſmile, confirms the trum of What 
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I always believed, that cusioſity is the moſt pre- 
vailing paſſion of the human mind.” | 
However juſt: that poſition may be, reply d | 
1, that propenſity is not ſtrong enough in me, 
to make me able to decide between the won- 
T< derful Tablet, and the no leſs wonderful Belt 
they appear to me of ſuch equal eſtimation, that 
whenever I would fix on the one, the benefits 
of the other riſe up in oppoſition to my choice; 
and I know not which of the two I ſhould re- 
7 © ceive with moſt pleaſure, or leave with the leaſt 
* © regret ; — [I have therefore brought both down 
to you, and intreat you will determine 
"© me.” s 
I ſoon perceived he underſtood my meaning 
perfectly welf; for, after a little pauſe, When 
I made you the offer, ſaid he, of whatever you 
> © liked beſt among my collection of curioſities, 
II intended not that your acceptance of one thing 
- © ſhould render you unhappy through the want of 
+ © another; take then, I beſeech you, both the Belt 
* © and the Tablet, you ſhall leave neither of them 
behind you; — nor do I wonder yon ſhould. 
= © defire to unite them; — they are, in a man- 
= © ner, concomitant ; and the fatisfaQtion that 
= © — of them would be able to procure, 
would. be incompleat without the aſſiſtance of 
X © the other.” . 9111 x 
Thus was I put in poſſeſſion of a treafure; 
; which I thought che more valuable, as I was pretty 
| certain no other perſon, in this kingdom at leaſt, 
enjoy d the like ;— after making proper ackingw- 
e home with a heart overflowing: with, - 
It was dot long before I made trial of my Beit, 
and found: the effe As as the label had deſcribed ; 


I wlſo- Speried my Tablet,— ſpoke, and ſaw 
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work ds immediatel imprinted on it; — I then 
procured ſome wans-down, according to di- 
rection, and intreated ſeveral young Lad 


tes to 
breathe upon it one after another; but tho” I 
dare anſwer for their virtue, the favour they did 
me was in vain, — the impreſſion remain'd ſtill 
indehible. _. | 

- : Indeed, when I began to conſider maturely 
on the conditions preſcrib'd in the label of the 
Tablet, I was ſenſihle that it was not enough for 
a. virgin to be perfectly innocent, ſhe muſt alſo 
be equally ignorant, to be qualified for the per- 


once thought on the difference of ſexes, ſeem'd 
hing ſcarce poſſible after fix or ſeven years of 
age at moſt, and would have been as t a pro- 

either of thoſe that had been beſtow'd upon 


Lo. 


years old, to bring up and educate as I judged 
132 1 : Gags Mon my little — 2 
0 the care of an elderly woman, whoſe diſcretion 
I had experienced; n to her the 
| whole, of my deſign, and _inſtfudted ber bew to 
proceed in order to render it effectual. 11 
be little creature was kept in an upper- 
which had no window in it but a ſky-light in the 
- 00k 65. the hon, conſe be err 
that paſs d below; r diet was thin and very 
ow — the was not permitted to fleep above 
Half the time generally allow'd for repoſe, an 


7 


formance of the taſk requir d; and not to have 
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but the old woman who |: 
rd, and il hare 


ſaw no living t 
with her, gave ber 
ceſſary about her. 

3 1 frequently viſited them in my Inviſibility, and 

was highly pleaſed and . with the al 
gence of my good old woman; — ſhe not only 
obey'd my orders with the utmoſt punctuality, 
but did many things of her own accord, which, 
though very requiſite, I had not thought of. To 
prevent her young charge from falling into oY 
of thoſe diſtempers which the want of ex 
ſometimes occaſions, ſhe contrived to make 'a 
ſwing for her acroſs the room, taught her to play 
at batteldor and ſhittlecock, — to toſs the ball and 
catch it at the rebound, and ſuch like childiſh 

bols, which both delighted ber mind and he 

limbs in a continual motion, 
Mg - and this — * 

rved, maintain d my virgin's invio 

as I did not fail to make an e FE et 
after ſhe enter'd into her thirteen year, arid t 
? ſucceſs of my endeavours made me not regret * 
pains 1 had Lan hof time. 
f . Now it runs into my head that me ployle 
will not give credit to one word of all this; for as 
there are many who believe too much, there ate 
yet many more who will believe nothing at all but 
what A. * Io; enables them to 
compr : — well t — let them as 
they think fit, — let them puzzle their des. 
dles *till they akg, — I ſhalt fit ſnug in my In- 
viſibility while they loſe half the pleafares © and, 
it — * all L 
tions. 


* 4 
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— they will find me in various places, though not 
| in to many as perhaps they may-expe&t; — they 
would in vain feek me at court-balls, — city- 
feaſts, — the halls of juſtice; or meetings for e- 
lections; — wor do I much haunt the or 
play -houſes : : — in fine, — F avoid all crouds, — 
mix'd aſſemblies, except the maſquerade and 
1 a member of the eſtab- 
lih'd church; but as I am not aſham'd of appear- 
ing at divine 'worthip, never put on my Inviſible 
Belt when I go there. — I revere-regal authority, 
| but ſeldom viſit the cabinet of princes; e 
they are generally fo filled with a thick fog, that 
the chriſtaline texture of my Tablets could not 
receive what was ſaid there; ſo as to be read diſ- 
tinctly; — nor do I much care to venture myſelf 
among their. miniſters of ſtate, or any of their 
under-working 'tools; the floors of their rooms, 
in which their cabals are held, are compoſed of 
ſuch flippery materials that the leaſt / aux pas might 
_ endanger my Inviſibility, if not my neck. — I 
n 
tlemen, dut that are ſo to draw 
ſwords: without — 12 think 

are fencing in air they might chance to 
1 — and what a figure 1 
nts = Þo ys ttt — 


21442 fats 


v- 
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„ ene 


dles to allow his Family 


the chaſe of wings of butterflies, — the: ſheils 
- of --- dried 
exotic animal, and ſuch like 


| | | ev 
und in — 


e der debraof honour. 


Wb nothing 
hs parts | rw ents hundred times before in 
tho'e leſſer aſſerablies of the fame kind, mp 


been ſo t down by auther! 15 
Ar — 1,9 
rian, where I 


matter enough to > 
my pity and centemps— What: er inſtance 
can we have of the depravi human nature 
than in a rich „ who while he grum- 
food, chearfully 
unties his bags and pours out fifty, or it may be a 
hundred guineas, for the purchaſe of a bit of old 
copper, — only becauſe a fellow of more wit than 
honeſty tells him it was found under the ruins of 
an ancient wall, where it had been buried ever ſince 


the time of Julius Cæſar or Severus? | 


Sometimes. too I amuſe myſelf- with: 
over the collection of a virtuoſo, where ham al- 
ways filed with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, at find- 
ing ſums ſufficient to endow an hoſpital laviſh d in 


— the paw of. ſatme 

baubles, neither pla- 

in thein proſpect, nor uſeful in their natures. 

s I make. one at the levee+of à rich 
from his travels to the 


an; N. 
of a woman 
k at. play, 
uhlig- 


manner ladies are 


Thnls we fra foo: protons of che tour I 
have made; — to give the whole detail would 
de too tedious, I ſhall therefore wy ſay, that 
wherever I am found, I ſhall always a 
lover of morality, CC — 2 — or 
atiyieb in worthy — of whe —— 


me to reveal, 1 ſhall leave thee to enjoy the ad- 
—— dicaverias my Janie enabled 
* 0 


Contains to be — 
9 F — of the author”s 


n eite Vf. 


T was in the of that ſeaſon of the 
year which affonſs mot? food forie 
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A 


the credit of common fame for the truth 


u 
o al thing I heard; --- always remembring 
mr. Dr 's' words: J \ 


fe- 
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crets, — 1 — of their veracity by the 
teſtimony of my own and ears. 

But beſides gratiiention of à d; 
on, I had another, and much more 
reaſom for the value I ſet upon the legacy of my 
departed friend; which is this, — I have it in 
my power to pluck off the maſk of 
from the ſeeming ſaint ; — to expoſe vice and folly 
in all their various modes and attitudes; to trip 
a bad action of all the ſpecious pretences made to 
conceal or palliate it, and ſhew it in its native 

ineſs. —At the ſame time, I have alſo the means 
to reſcue injut d innocence from the cruel attacks 
begun by envy and ſcandal, and propagated b 

ejudice and ill-nature. — In fine, Lin, enable. 
by this precious gift, to ſet-both things and per- 
ſofis in their proper colours; and not im ſuch as 
either, thro” malice, or partial favour, they ate 
frequently made to appear. 

1 ſhould be ; however, if any thing I have 
faid ſhould give the reader occaſion to imagine I 
am going to preſent him wich a book of ſcandal ; 
— to, — the feerets of families, and characters 
of perſons, ſhalf be always facred with me; 1 
ſhall give no man the opportunity of indulging a 
malicious pleaſure of hugh ing x bs neighbour's 
faults ; — my aim in this work is not to ridicule, 
but reform. — I would touch the hearts, 'not call 
2 blpſb upon the fate; — and arfew people have 
errors. fo culiar to themſelves 3 there are not 
many ilty of the like, if the es Loops | 
own council, he may very well / paſs iſtin 
guiſh'd amorg the croud of others equally cul- 


Let, no one e pretend to Pint un bie 
companion, and cry out, This is the man 
| _”_ W 
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bis own faults; but let every one who finds a 
diſagreeable likeneſs.of huaſelt. in any of the cha- 
I ſhall draw, ſet immediately about rec- 
tifying the blemiſhes which give that 2 Fg 
and, as I inſcribe no real name to the picture, he 
r cenſure. 
rramond is juſtly accounted one of the moſt 
— — 8 
$ pe che engaging man- 
ner of his converſation, hig ſine fine ain and 
uncommon capacity, makes his company deſir d 
by all the young and gay part of the world, as 
his great learning and perſect knowledge of men | 
and things render him the oracle of the more 
d ſerious ;— I had frequently the honour | 
of meeting. him at: ſeveral places, where | vifited, 
and found nothing in him which could in the leaſt. 
— ideas fame had given me df 


It was therefore natural for me to take the ad- 
vantage. of — Gift of Inviſibility, in order to 
2 en perſ in dio . , g. 


hehehe wes pac ſhew 


public far different from what he a 
Accordingly, the firſt viſit Tags i 
| . n as I aw the 
door open d, rr up "d'thro* 
leveral.zooms till I came re he Was 
fiting;—l found him with a hs hang; 
which he. ſeem'd very intent; 
e 2 
piece of learning or wit | the capa- 
city of ſo pw: a, much was 


& + 


. Fe.” 
5 Ly 
a 
$ = 
| Fant 


— — — 
. , 


* 


of 


18 The Invilhle Sr 


un over three, 
his chair, an 


* 


— After walking for ſome 
and 2 | 
rofeund refvery, in 
- . \2e 1 
not been rous d from it by the 
approach of a perſon, who I preſently found was 
. kis ffeward, 8 _ 
Ide buſineſs on which. this. man came into the ö 
„Tom was no way pleaſing to Verramond; but 


atrical perſarmances. — on 


ce 
tal 1 


- oo » } 


Steward. * My lord, I told them they ſhould 
© all be paid. off this morni OE hey ould 
Z cule can | make to them for ſuch + diſappoint- 


ment b. | | 
Perramond,. 


44 
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rem Een what 'you vill: —if you 
better, you may tell them 


that you! a ee 'made them that promiſe 


in my name. 

Steward.- Tour lo 
F- own order I made them that promiſe; and that 
you ſent me imo the city yeſterd — 
F< which I doubted not but was to good what 

© I had told them: —if your" lordſtip pleaſe to 
© confiderit is now a long time fince they brought 
rr reren 


Desde by your 


| courage to reply, 1 
mediately, probably to receive no ſofter” treat- 
below from 


n. WM. was preſently e — 
EI * the late fullennek Verramond ſeem” &now en- 


Lord 
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ere TEIN 
FEES 
then w 

- ty lg, « and id your il luck Had 
© ny I tte ak, ihe: 
ey never thmk an g t a 
— — this F had *fome Jed- 
© ters to write, otherwiſe” ſhould hate ſtaĩd and 
AE ˙·'m ad i OOO 
= 

Lord Macro. As it is an honour ie get the 
© better of your lordſhip” in any thing, fo it 
. will be no difer to be overcome by a per- 
on of: ſuch ſuperior abilities ; therefore I am 


_ ep__—_ 


— 
— 


Stemiard. © Porter Hoblun' b "Fo 
© — the! poor man has rode 1 Ta 
4 Eren town this morging and Jay his 
© miſerable condition before your lordſhip. 

 Perramond. © Piſh; inn 
G ' * 

card.? He led, ihat his crop pro 

n bad laſt l ſcarce where with 
to 


7 


- — 5 —— — 1 = 
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0 to ſtock the ground ;—that Mr. Hardmeat, 
© lordſhip's ſteward, in the country, is very 
© ble of his misſorturtes, yet though thereare 
« five rs due, threatens to turn him out of 


8 6 gtt.children ?—Does be erpe d my rent ſhall. 
c go for the maintenance of bis brats. 
Steward. He begs your lordſhip to conſider, 


WET Ra  TEAETRALY LY wi 


B+. © 2 


AM > ohh he has: 25 and 
. a 
* £ 18 
1E LIED 2 


Þ Sun \t 
; Vers 
F juſt receiy d n it 3 but on his 
| job. opt N | 


— broke: the ſeal and found the can- 
tents as follows : rr * 


dero 50% eig fat, %, um tl 9H * . 6 
IU 923189 ber 21 e 152% la 
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on” - Happeh't to be emgag'd lait 
Aae = 


« bles, put moſt of the company to flight, 


& cfafs, and committed to durance vile, as Hudi- 
„ bras ſays, M 
« the date herebf. 


< five" guinens,” to procure my ' immediate diſ- 


not, however, ut preſent, maſter of as many 
„ ſhillings, nor can any way raiſe the money he 


4 this accident befet me, 
& 'fiffety, and beſt 
truſt for fmall ſum — an * 
« pariſh officers; om account of a baſtand e 


bur to ſwear I am the father i6f, #41 

Wor my hopes, therefore; vi geniog out. of 
* \lit\bo'are iy your lordſhip's generoſity; which 
it fob © vonthiale tos? me this oH re 
Fee ſhalt, 4 be more than 


| « that J ſhall have need of 
* mentioned ſum for diſcharging 


.,« « My ever honour' lord, n * . 


a made à forcible: entrance, demoliſnꝰd our ta- i 
and | 
e ſeiz d the reſt; 'F' was untuckily one of this laſt = 


* A perlen bere lies undertaken, for A fee of N 
charge, and I do not doubt, by the method he 
2 4 "but that Re is able to do it —lam © 


demands. having been obliged; the day ike ; 


— Which x wench of the en has e mm de 


«© er Hie * = 03. - af} > 1 
„ 46 With the mot duty; --+ 
0 Derr? e Bail 
r n . 2 7 devoted vaſſus 
ee ee 
„„ + SS 444: E 
3 p. S * n 


mare the aleve- | 
——— 


„ curſed 


with this 
ceed wh: 


e, P 
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« cannot de releaſed.” f 


Verramond hefitated not a moment to | 
with this requeſt, nor even whether he ſhould ex- 
ceed what was defired of him :—he drew out his 
purſe, put ten guineas into the footman's hands, 
and herd him to run directly to Bridewel] ;— 
Carry that money to mr. Gamble; with his com- 

pliments, and let him know he ſhould be glad to 
ſee him as ſoon as he had recover'd his liberty. 
Who will fay now that Verramond is not libe- 
ral? hut b ill placed an act of bene- 
volence was this? was it not rather caprice than 
true charity, which induced him to beſtow this 
to ſave a common ſharper from the 
ment he juſtly.merited; yet at the ſame time re- 
fuſe to an honeſt induſtrious tenant a ſmall reſpite 
of payment, 'tho* to preſerve him and his poor 
family from fure deſtruction ?---but Gamble was 
a neceffary perſon at a gaming-ta ble,---he was of 
importance 0 his pleaſure that way, and 
mer, being only regarded for the xent he 
when deficient in that, muſt be thrown: 
a piece of uſeleſs lumber, and his place occupy'd 
by ſome one who promiſed to be of greater mity: 

Yet do I nat think fuch a conduct is always to 
be” aſcribed to the fault of nature:---Verramond 
has-certainly the ſeeds of, virtue and honour in 
his ſoul; but they are ſuffocated and choaked up 
| by his immaderate love of play; —ſtrange is it, 
1 that a man capable of thinking fo juſtly, will not 
Gt | be- at the pains of thinking at all, but ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be ſway*d; by a darling propenſity, to ac- 
tions, which if he once reflected upon, he would 


be ſo far from perpetratiog, that he would def 
"os 8 „ 12 * 
(i) e 
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both had the; diſcretion to keep it extremely 


— 


9 IS 
I cauld not, therefore, expe&t to make any en 


mie inch frndy che hag, + 
however, happening to be open one day as JL 


paſs'd by, I ſtepp'd in without any previous de- 
ſign, and now I did fo was rather excited by euri- 
olity of ſeeing ſome fine which I had 
been told were in the houſe, than of prying into 
the behaviour of the owners. 
But it frequently falls out, that what we leaſt 
ſeek we molt eaſily find, and that thoſe things 
which we imagine fartheſt from us are in effect 
the neareſt ;—in paſſing through the ſeveral rooms 
in this houſe I ſaw Marcella writing in her clo- 
ſet, and never was I ſo much amazed as now. to 
find ſo fair a form harbour 1 


tating theſe lines: 59 „„ 
To Wi | 
„ Deareſt of your ſex, n 


2 to the powers ot e end; 5. 
| berty, that hated bar to all the happing(s 
6 of my life is removed for-a ſhort time, Cela- 
% don is gone into the country upon a party of 
<< .pleaſure, and this night is entirely my on; 
« if therefore no more agreeable engagement 
« detains yon, come here betyhen the hours of 
«© twelve and one; I ſhall take care to ſend all 
0 the faraily io bed, except the faithful Rachel, 
* who: ſhall attend to admit on your giving 
« a gentle rap againſt the of the parlour 
©. window next the door ;—let me know by the 
© bearer, whether I may expe& e 
is a bhleſſing I ſcarce 8 any tat 
Vol. I. 6 atfectio.1 
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aten be. fancere, 43) you.! have: often yow'd 


ö e 0 1 15d TS, Eluodt a 37 


beliewngs. -. 
And paſſionate». © 
wo 


Having ſealed this billet, the call'd ber cham- 
1 and order d her to e eced, 
by a truſty porter ;—then threw herſelf upon a 
couch, —took the novel of Silvia and Philander, 
read a little in it, —ſigh'd, and ſeem' d all diſ- 
ſol vd in the moſt tender languiſhment, when her 
emiſlr retur'd, and brought this anſwer to be 
u | 


by & To whe dee Mangia. 


„ Dear angel, 
n deal 
of company, and have no opportunity to 

* thank as I would the kindneſs of yours —1 
dean only ſay, that nothing ſhall keep me from 
flying. wich all the wings of lov, 3 Ls 
* =- Marcella, at the od Bore 
T 


« then—adieu ;—be aſſured t 
« With the utmoſt ardency, 


* Your devoted Val , 
6 Fiti.amous.” 


21 
The 8 now expreſy'd ; the higheſt 
fatiafaGion, and immediately fell into d diſcourſe 
with her confident Rachel, concerning the man- 
ner in which this noctur nal gueſt ſhould be con- 
ceal'd, and how neither his entrance nor his 
exit be diſcover d, or ne ſulpeRed by any of the 
e 1 JC 
I had no curioſity to — any thing farther of 
- this affair, ſo took the ſinſt opportunity of wg 


: | 
Either 


tleme 
L four 
— hor 


* pe 

* 1 
* 

12 
„141 

* 


— or 
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D my mind that a 
d , won; Whoſe best hach in uc attracted 
37 reſpect, ſhould go herſelf ſo unworthy cof of it 
dy ber —— 20 wn 

„ __ © Widi what” beldneſs, ſaid I within myſelf, 
\- 3} < does the lovely wanton run headlong to her 
' WM *© ruin, fearleſs of guilt, and of the puniſhment 
4. b © which one time or . muſt be the 

1 


2 7 3 14 : 10 be. „B12 
T2 c 8 fTIOQT 


rte . q Des a 6 1s vd 
2 ; 4% hit adiehokiews cold ach hw es, 
_ * ee ai ee 


er Il went home and got my Tablets clear'd from 
a the impure contents of the above recited epiſtles; 

— 1 wiſh'd, ark to think no more of this 
tranſactidn; an, to cd my endeavours — 


way towards evening ſallied out agai 
in 2 Inviſible Belt, fe a true knigh bebe x in 


R |  fearch of ſuch adventures as chance ſhould! pre- 
-I | ſent me with. 


5 For the ſake of amuſement Iftepp'd into a cer- 
D coffee Hufe, which Thad been told was much 
11 req ente by the Tower hiſs of Polfticiuns; 1 but 
2 Lwas miflyterm'd, or none of theft 

tlemen h pen'd to be "there at the time T'was ; 

L found on y a good number of jolly tradeſmen, 
” —honeft, well condition'd creatures, who fee no 
farther than' their noſes, take every thing for 
+ goſpel that they find in the Gazette, or is. told 
Hat by their 5 are very far from wiſh- 
ing any hurt tothe commonwealth, and riot much 
nearer in abilities to do it any real ſervice>—ig 
fine, ſuch as may be call'd real paſſives in hu- 
man life, who are govern'd by what t * — 
is the judgment of others, without ma 


s SPY. 


A en e . 
K 1 
e i 115 e 


artificers had — wn ii e —fhisp- 
Keepers had leap'd from behind their compters to 
be Qators of the royal pomp ; all the conver- 
among the company I now was with, at 
all I Fly diftinly hear, (for it muſt be ob- 
vd there were many ſpeakers at the Fine | 
turn'd on theſe important points: how well 
nl 11 look'd, —what cloaths he had on: and 
who were the noblemen that attended him' :— 
one boaſted he had been ſo near the ſtate-coach 
that he could with eaſe have touch'd the king's 
r he ſtepp'd in; another, that he had 
— 1 12 guard- chamber, and faw the proceſ- 
; 2 the hole length of the room ;—a third, 
that a apt had introduced him where his ma- 
jeſty put on his robes and crown ;—a fourth, that 
he had ſeen him ſeated on the throne :—in fine, 
there were ſeyeral who had received honours that 
Jay, fuch as had left a glee upon their cbunte- 
'Hances, which KA a ſtatute of e 
next would ſcarce have remov'd. AO a 
But what moſt diverted me was à poor grocer, 
who, on being afk d if he had ſeen the king, 
i head, and in a very piteous tone made 
this 
0 4 never any thing ar cap ſo. curſedly 
7 . as I had taken u p my hat and 
„an impertinent fl At *d cuſtomer 
2 and oblig'd me to pulſ down 
c — the loaves in my ſhop for her to chuſe 


28 


| DD ny the lik d beſt ;—then aſk'd for ſpices of 
three or four different ſorts :—then half a dozen 
raiſins and a pound of almonds.—l told 


them a 


. of jar 
of her 1 would fend. the things home immediat 
„ th youll nets fe them 


pack d 


w.41 te. KH. 4 Ls | LAS kd di ”". 0 


reer ere, 


3 would be at St. 1. b 
© to g-garden. gate.” 

A grave old gentleman, who all this while had 
ſat mute in ,a corner of the room, on he 
what was faid, roſe from his place, «nd approach- 
ing the grocer with a fort of contemptuous 3 
edreſe'd himſelf to bim i in the gs terms: 


* impertinent you 
* a good. adding | 75 your family next 
* which is as much, at ſeaſt, 3 
EN ron ks 

"add 


huzzas but if. this 
© deration: ſeems too trifling; T can 
© another: 1 more weight it is 5s this 


© hinder's runain after King's bow 4 


6 c Phegls, you ing towards the payment 
* of the taxes ö the Toppbre of 'his 


— and this, as I take it, is the beſt 
2 that you or any good ſubject can give of | 
© your allegiance, except our vote and i 

© at an election.“ 

Pept bo more, not waited to hear what 

t have been made to W 
wn. two-pence for his diſh of coffee 
and went directly out of the room. 
Every one hed. Sd all the time he had beey 


11. 0 


condug, 
122 ; and w extremely lorry nd iff the 
viſit I row made het,” ullrchoſe repatts £0 


tas an adept in 


Ser en 


25907 in noutioob 9111 101 


res what, far- 
ther comments would be made on the old, gen- 
tleman's behaviour, but follow'd his example, 
ard Teft a company in which Þ found nothing ca- 
pable either of  improvingior entertaining me 
not ſhould I have made any mentioncef this joci · 
dent, but to remind the populous how: ridiculous 
it is in a man of buſineſs to run gadding after e- 
ſhew that itſelf, while the 
ar for his family is left neglected. 

2 Tren thebee'f went to the hauſe of an elderly 
892 with whony I formetiy had been. acquainted ; 
Was" at ——— ener a pattern of 


Nw vhs tas dad any concern far the virtue and 
reputation of the female part of their family, re- 
7 her example for their — 
at laſt, after a long ferries of the moſt lauda 
8 —— 
of the very reverſe of. what the had been; 
4 the faſhionable follies of ——— 


e to me — 


l 'of my own feriſess!' © -: 1 <1: 


Lani, whe I di by the game 
ts an high value upon herſelf for 
ill at prequet;—tfhe challeng's Gri- 


an tic ustend belte, ho alſo pre- 
that ſcience, to play with 


her for an hundred bine the fr f four bac 
, 


n 


eee 
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fix the other loved money, and, not doubtirig 


ſhe ſhould come off conquerer, readily erab;aced 
the ptopoſal/tand pon between 
them for the deciſion of this n n to 
de that in which I went. | 
Grizelds came es the door juſt as 1 did, fo. 1 
ſlipp'd in behind and follow d her up ſtairs, where 
ſhe was received by Lamia with the 


— — they — 
ts on each other's beauty and good 
fancy in the choice of their cloaths, . bc were 
indeed very elegant, and would have been no leſs 
had time ſtood ſtill in his courſe; ſome 


forty or fifty years —the cloth was no 2 
moved than the card-table was call'd for ar- 


ders given thatowhaever Fry oy night, bag 
be deny'd accefs, both theſe ladies haying their 
own reaſons, as l ioon after perceiv'd, that there 
ſhould be e . Sch eee about 


2 
with great caution; for I _ 
was-in this latter part of the art of. 
. 

* a was ſo taken 2 
er on 
— mm — . 
a l 
our; Grizelda avert,” it, and , accuſed 


ne, onde ok 50. 


ui Lalg 9909134 . 4 14998 de gf o® c deeper 
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—— — 
— een in deſpigkt of age, ſparkle 
love and youth had nv, power 
to — — wie: the other was 10 leſs en- 
2 their reſentment will beſt be ſhewn 
in the ex made uſe of by themſelves. 

+ Lamia. I am ſurpriſed you can ſuſpect me 

< guilty of 2 
© —fure you cannot think I value the trifle we are 
playing for. What i an hutdred guineas to 
regard an hundred no more than a 
© pinch of ſnuff. 0 

Grizelda. * Madam, I * ae 
poſed upon n hate to be im- 
46 

Lia. bee de you mean, maden, —do 


2 


e 


E n 5 


© that you lyed. 1 hd - 
Grizelda. * 3 
*. age, madam, I ſhould tell you that you were a 

© baſe women, ere 


13 893 
—— 


7 = e As -vceyte will nov 
a nie moot retyanyiang falls backs; 
© hanging 1 anipinny eath- bode” your face, that 
© hide 1 wrinkles of it. 

Grizelda. © I wear no plumpers, madant,—Do 
* you not remember when one of yours dropt out 
« of your month at lady Betty's drawing · ro 
1 R eee 


_ . 
* = £ — 
= 25 
1 8 9 
rr 


8 


FN 


6 
— 
.” 


— 
* 
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5 . 
* 


meaning. of it 3 but as it is; hi 
a great many of my readers may: | 
in this point as myſelf. then was, I ſhall explain it 
by giving a direction of the uſe. and preparation 
ot plumpers, as I have ſince received it from the 
org? a woman of condition. F 


A fare way to help Lars Ca, % 


6 AKE a piece of the fineſt,” cleaneſt 

ſpunge you can get, cut out of it two 
3 7 os between your 
<<: cheeks and teeth, if you have any, if not the 
« gums will ſerve to krep chem wp ;—on taking 
«© them out of your mouth, going tu bed, ihr 


„them into a tea cup of roſe t oran 


„ Water, and let ihem ſoke all night this will 


not only cleanſe. them from whatever impuri- - 


< ties they may have happen'd tu have received, 
but -will. nenn * 


. mu _ . 


1597 0? 3 Wh 33 3. 
|" Theſe ladies purfacd das Gs — 
forulecatiletable time, its © ibis which the 
intelligent reader may eaſily conceive by the ſam- 
ple I hate given; —I ſhall chere fore oh 
that after having charg'd each other with all the 
vices and ſoibles that either of them could think 
of, they at laſb quarrelPd themfelves into a recon- 
d each other's and went 
de play a ſecond time then fel out again, and 
— — — and re- 
proaches ſtill growing more piquant, Lamia tore 
the cards and — > 
calt' d for her chair and left the houſe in u Freut 
yy PR of out, 
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fick of what 1 had feen between theſe: it, or ra- 

ther unfair antagoniſts ; but had no oppurtymicy 

gg as the door had never 
It ——ů and 

1 pound more fatisfaction in the thoughts of gong 

to my repoſe than ae er. making 

, ſibility had entertain'd me ee. 


e e 10 
e for- 
— 2 
het Hou bifkiging — TIN 
dat my mind w 
vow hat profented, I codl Hor keep myſelf 
on 
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des wav Sethe to — 
Mature has endow'd her with 5<—- 
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this night's. templar, melt be: leſt to. the pea? 


vehapter o on bed tud ; iii; 1088? Weta 19740 
von bad ooh at * P I WE 37 ion bo 
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maſter 2 2550 
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3 in order to watch the 

SS hn on ef 
family were ſtiring, now 
e y 


200 | 
try acute ie the hy I 
cou, prevented. bin [op gaivg up, 2 
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much diſcompoſed :—pray be ſo good as to ſtep 
into the parlour, there is a'good fire, and I 


will go and ſee if the is awake; and tell ber 
you are here. 


Caan. My wife inn What is the matter 


« with her? 
Rachel. I do not know, fir, but ſhe was 
* ſeiz'd with a fort of a—I can't tell the name of 
it, —indeed not I; but I believe it was fome- 


I 


* — like a pt, und fo, ſir, ſne went to bed; 
© but I will go and let her know you are Come. 

. Celadon. © No, no,—ſhe may be aſleep, and 
© it would be a pity to wake her;—therefore III 
© take your advice, Mrs. Rachel, and fit a little 
in the parlour. —Tom, do vou go to bed, —I 
* ſhall not want any thing to Right.“ 

The fellow did 2 as he was commanded ; and I 
could eaſily perceive, by 1 countenance, 
that ſhe was upon the wing to be gone too, im- 


Frans I ſuppoſe, to apprize Marcella of ud 
en'd, and aſſiſt her in contrivi 


means for concealing her gallant but X 
her hes were, Celadon had that moment 
got ſe in his head which effectually pre- 
vented any ſchemes ſhe might otherwiſe have laid 
for ſecuring the honour of her lady; — Tom was 
no ſooner gone 2888 hold of both 
her hands and drew ntly into the 
with theſe words: * yes 
- Celadon. - Come, pretty Mrs. Rachel, if 1 
© am ſo complaiſant to my wife's diforder as to 
< refrain going to bed to her, I think that I may 
very well be allow'd the pleaſure of your com- 
q panyy by A A 4 

dear, ſir, what pleaſure can you 
R * bon dach a one as 17 
lan. 'As much as F can wih; come fit 
un, —-nay, you Hall 6 d 'me3—now we 


8 
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© are alone there is no occaſion for all this di- 
© ftance between us, I have a great deal to ſay 
— fare was ever" ſo lucky as my 
coming home to night ;—all I could have found 
© in the j I propoſed would not have af- 
* forded me the thouſandth part of the ſatisfac- 
tion I now enjoy in this private interview with 
my dear girl: —in fine, I like you. 1 love you, 
Land have long' d almoſt ever ſince you came 
© into the family for an opportunity to tell you 
© . 
Rachel. Lord, fir, how can your honour- 
© talk ſo, —who heve ohne a lady of your own? 
Celadon. * I like my wife very well as a wife 3 
* but there is ſomething, in the tyes of marriage 
* which quite ſuffocate and choak up all. thoſe de- 
* fires which can alone give any reliſh to-enjoy- 
r to his wife as he 
court, becauſe it is the faſhion, and a 
Br of duty bey which ; is expected from bim; and 
© he cannot, without n 
nnr om ; but flies to the 
. arms of bia miſtreſs. 2 to u delicious retreat, the 
choice of his own fancy, and well ſtored with 
| © all that can regale the ſenſe. 
| Rachel. * Lord, fir, how ſirangely you talk to 
| one -I wiſh your hongur wouls let me gp vp 
© ſtairs to ſee how my lady does, 
Celadon. No, indeed, I ſhall not ſuffer: you 
© to be ſo unchatitable as to run away and. leave 
* me alone here gif my wife wants any thing 
* ſhe will ring her Bell, —in the mean time, let 
as we can. 
rr 
ivate with a man 
you, and has it in his power to make 
I — 4 


T 


nnen, R RS... Eo. _ 
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* pend upon it, that wha 

ow on me r- N 
 agtceable' to yourſelf —1 know 


a perſon of my ftation ought to behave towa 
þ — of yours in theſe caſes, and ſhall act 4 
made y to all this;—but 
down her head and look'd —— 
either wit or aſſurance on ather 


- 


—— 2 
| cealiog ber lady's 
Et if diſcovered, might prove of 
d, might prove of the 
nunlt fatal conſequence, had thrown her into, and 


her in dhe utmoſt diftradtivn af mind 


ſecondly, at the unexpected 
made 10 her by her maſter, join d with — 
certainty in what manner ſhe ſhould receive it, 


2 v agitations, ſuch as 


and, 


very well how 


© IS 


B 
fuch 
that 
vota 
abih 
mak 
and 
on: 
obſe 
evin. 

1 
ſoby' 
the 
nar i 
lays, 
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= 
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But it is little to be : at that a girl, YH 
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certain infamy, which attends the doing ſo ;—on: 
this occaſion ſeveral paſſages and accidents relat-: 
mg'to many of my acquaintance occurr'd freth . 
to my mind; and when I remember'd how ſome, 
who had been endow*'d by heaven and. fortune 
with every requiſite, excepting virtue, to com- 
their happineſs, yet by the want of that 
alone had expoſed themſelves to a condition the 
moſt abject and contemptible to which. a reaſon- 
able being can poſſibly be reduced, I could not 
rere. 


© All this world's noiſe appears to me, 
3 ll-aQed comedy. 


nnen than mmincting; n 
n .of; 
this night's tranſaction, I perceiv'd through the 
crevices of the window ſhutters, that the day be- 
gan to break, and preſently after heard a certain 
ruſtling upon the ſtairs ;—it was occafion'd by 
Marcella and Fillamour, who, on finding Rachel 
diu not come up 2s they expected, and the light 
was pretty far advancing, were creeping 
down,—the noiſe Marcella” made in . 
the chain that went acroſs the — wakd. 
Celadun and Rachel, who it ſeems had both fal- 
len aſleep; the former, on hearing the noiſe, was 
running out of the pariour to ſee what was the 
matter; but Rachel prevented him, by faying 
ſhe was ſure it w only one of the ſootmen who 
went. out more early than ordinary to the ſtable; 
—this excuſe might have folved all, if Marcella 
herſelf had not been her own betrayer. 
That lady, incenfed beyond meafure, puſh'd 
open the door of the room where I was, and 
rel's through it imo that where Rachel —4 
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order d ene 
ſhe ſaw her. 

Mur cella. +. Soy) minn-—y0u" have ſevd me 
© finely;—it is almoſt broad day, I have knock'd: 
© the heel of my ſhoe almoſt off, for I would not 
ring for fear onda bang + the family ; ſup-- 
1 n 
0 poſe ou hare on ſervants, _- 

"Clladen, — big wife's voice Lafate the 
enter's, had: ſepp'd behind « herren, either ft 
pecting of the truth, or becauſe he was: 
unwilling to be furprized with Rachel at vm] 


* ing here, you will certainly get cold and make: 


ab- eee yow'are balk neheds. 
go to bed again. 
6 What does the wench mean? but 


to * 


. Fee fe have damage 
cnet ſms of the neighbours may have ſeem 
Cala ka comi ming forward. +80, madam? fins; 


© you — diverting yourſelf, and — 


& 12016 
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* maur is dhe man to whom I N far: giv- 


* abſence, ib 1 ? 
"has perſon mand uo 44 bib i 


who does not eaſily — 2 os 
in ſo ſhocking a juncture ſurpriſe, 


vexation for having 


—Rachel ran to her aſſiſtance, and at. t e-ſame 
time willing to retrieve, if poſhble, told. Cela 
that he muſt not take any notice of her lady's. 
words that ſhe went very ill to bed 2 
was delirious, and knew: not what. the ſad. — 
This, however, had no effect upon him — he was 
GRE r been done 
and loaded his tranſgreſſimg wi 1 Rvery 
— that a huſband, in his e 
could invent. * 
But cer tainl it is impoſlible any woman to 
— — courage and refolution. than 


Marcella now. did ;—ſhe preſently regain'd ber 


ſpirits ;, and, after havi Toa aha puelyu oh re 
roam, a moment's refle to 


ſerved her 
to the reproaches made her by her 


in 
Wee + Well, 6r, 1 confeſs appearthites 
ETL 
© reſent the n 
NUN 2 * 
into a folly w merits ave 
* me—LI haye not, in fac, a l 


* myſelf or-you, and my behaviour this Wen has 
only mortified. the pride and. arrogance of 2 
9 — — tr you in my eſteem 
and affection. 

, Celadon.  * 89 you went to . mefrc- 
ly to convince him of your eſteem and afteQion 


dor ne: 
Marcella. 


1 pie e ele 


thus fooliſhly 1 Ker her 
guilt, quite overwhelm'd her — gave. a 
great ſhriek, and ſunk, half fainting, into a chair; 


7 
5. 


ker 


L 


— 


4 


EZFþ 


hh 0 @ @ © ® 


882832299 
187 f 


8 


585 
%. 3-79 


ED 


— 


* | 


85 


UW 


- 


_— 


4 
4— 


* 


6 5 1 
2 
13399 


* 
. 


The Troifible'S v. 43 


' Marcella! Ves, s 8s it may ſeem, 
I did fo; — Thad Heard that the vaim fellow 
eo 13 . refit him, if once he 
© had an rtanity topreſs bis fuit': — on this 
Fe give ben ane ns follow b. c 
© aſk, or man obtain, — I admitted him into 
6 * chamber; — nay, into my bed,— liſten'd to 
arguments he could urge to work ms to his 
„ will; and when: his whole ſtock of rhetorie, on 
4 that occafion/wis exhauſted, ſhew'd him that the 
© wife of Celadon could love no other man —I re- 
© buked him in a manner which made him aſham'd 
© of his attempt; 2 my — 
< proceedet to gain ce thoſe favours Ire 
to grant, AA e ee in order to 
a com'up to m  3ffiftance ah& prevent bis efforto. 
Clan. _ Mem,» 75 
gination; — I have told indeed; that # 
© man need but look down upon her apron-ſtring 
L ro nd anexcuſe for the moſt enormows crime ihe 
| of; bart this of is ſuch a one 
of givi 2 good deal of diverſion 
ere tho Fiearee thin it 
e eicher Fillataour's eſtate freu the pe- 
© nal e 
© an onourable family, or his throat fromthe 
c * juſtice of m ford.” 5 
"The of Marcella was not to be aw'd 
eee ee kad too much 
underſtanding” te. vpon by the ſhallow 
artifice ſhE Had made life of; that herr. hearvily 
ber, R 
ſutes to preſerve with him; — therefore, collect- 
ing all che courage ſhe was miſtreſs of, ſhe threw 
der gyes upon him with a contempt equal to that 


wit d hey, and 1 
c — Sie ed * | 2 * 
| n 


| 


| 
1 
14 
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Marcella. © "Tis mighty well, fir, — you are 
Dat your liberty to make uſe of all. the, weapons. 
« fancy are in your power for revenge; but 
* { would have you remember, that whether. 
« Fillamour cuts your throat or you cut his, and. 
© are hang'd for it, the matter will be of little 
importance to me: — and as for a court of ju- 
« gdicature, I believe you will find it yery difficult 
to make good any accuſations you exbibit 
* againſt me there: —-no, one ever ſaw me iir 
© bed with Fillamour, much leſs can prove any 
* cri fs that the 
no child 


» than. that he ſtood amazed at her audacity 
. he found ſhe was abandon'd to all ſenſe of 
ſhame z that fie was a monſter of impudence, 
and fuck Ie; at which ſhe ſeemed not l "Ne 
leaſt mov d, but to reaſon with him in 
the ſame determin'd faſhion ſhe had . 

 Mareella. © Look Celadon, all the fury 
© you can be poſſeſs' d of will remedy nothing; 
« — let us argue like rational creatures : — what- 
ever opinion we my have of each other, 
© the only way to preſerve either of our cha- 
© rafters is to live well together in the eyes of the 
* world; — I tell you that I am innocent, and it 
© is for. your eaſe and intereſt, as well as mine, 
that you ſhould believe I am ſo; which if 
vou do I faithfully promiſe to regulate my con- 
duct in ſuch a manner as to bring no diffeputati- 
* on on myſelf or diſhonour to you ;—but if 77 
C. . 
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fly into extremes you, will oblige me to to do 
© the ſame, ' and” what hat our mutual infamy 


26d deſtruction Lan be The end of ſuch à coh- 


< teſt? I leave you to confider on what I have 
< faid,. and wait your cooler moments for an an- 
fer. 

With theſe words the went haſtily out of the 
toom; — Celadon offet'd not to detain her, but 
continued walking backwards and forwards, tefti- 
fying, by ſeveral diſordered geſtures, the inward 
agitations of Fog mind; — after Hove moments 

d in the filent expreſſions his rage, he 
ah to the ſervants, moſt of whom Wl 
ſtirring, to get a bed prepared for him in another 
chamber; but I am of opinion, that when be 
retired thither, it was leſs to fleep than to reflect 
how it would beſt become him to behave under 
t he hocking circumſtance he was nom involved 
in. 


Finding no farther diſcoveries were likely to be 


2 at this time, I left the houſe on firſt 
of the ſtreet-door and returned home; 


* tĩ as I was for want of reſt, the aſto · 


mimment I was in at the behaviout of, Marcella 


would not ſuffer the leaſt Nlumber' to cloſe my 
eyes. : 
For ſome days I was extremely impatient to 
know the reſult of this affair; but hearing notalk 
of it about town, began to conclude that the wife's 
arguments had prevail'd, and the huſband had 


ſabmitted his reſentment to his convenience ; — I 
ſoon found I was not deceived in my conjefures,. - 
for in leſs than a week I faw Celadon and Mar- 
cella taking the air together in their own coach, 
with the fame appearance of ſerenity.in both their 
countenances as if nothing of the — I have. 
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ELISSA, by allwho know her, is account- 
ed one of the moſt vait af her ſex : true, 
— ſhe is ſo; — but then her (vanity, appear dp 
me to be of a ſpecies far tifferent from that which 
other women are ordinarily poſſeſs d of; — her 
whenever ſhe looks — which is not 
dom, preſents her with the view of ten thou- 
ſand graces? —ſhe fees very well that ſhe is hand- 
. r ones 
e engaging | mem alf z e 
Me ; herſelf on che — ſhe. is 
miſtreſs of, xd iont all thinkfel — hav- 
ing beſtowed them on her; — this ſome people 
at firſt —— the very: reverſe of vanity, 
yet it is in effect the quinteſſence of it; — the 
' caſe ia, thut the would be de the only fair, che 
„the only Venus, — the: ſele object 
'0f met univerſal love and admiration, ;.- and 
every ſingle charm ſhe finds in any other. face, 
' gives her more pain than all thoſe in her o can 
1 ſatisfaction... 
Every little: regard, or ac of complaiſance, 
paid to. another in her pteſence, ſhe looks, ypon 
-as u Kin od indignity to herſelf, and is a mortal 
ſtab to her pride; and, as it is impoſſible ſor her 
not to meet frequently with ſuch ſhocks, ſhe is 
perpetually racking all the invention ſhe is miſtreſs 
- of to render herſelf more conſpicuous, and to 
fotce, as it were, that attention which ſhe finds 
2 alone is inſuſ cent to excite. . 
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rom thete are ſenros three women im tha king 
* advantage. 
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I had heard at full the character of this fine 
court belle, — had been feveral.times in her com- 
NY» and ſeen verified all I had been told con- 
the of her humour; — yet, 

I know not how it happen'd, but paſſing by her 
houſe, and feeing a good number of Ghats and 
livery ſervants about the door, I ſtepp'd in and 


went directly up to her drawing-room, re [ 
Found her encircled by abou a dozen pers of 
diſtin con of both ſexes. —_ 

It was the evening before the birth-day, and 
when I enter, the converſation among them 


more important — 
— wo ns inta 
| — 
to ſay 
can have 
alſo, in 


Fe 


„ — 
„ * : 

| if a 5 
— * 


Indeed; ladies, 1 G 
© the only true touch-ſtone. of a. fine woman's 
6 como nga. 
elſe. | 
Tibeter Lo Mfr + I have the honour. 
entirely 
© more juſt than the obſervation 
© — yet certainly an ele 
* fo little underſtood, r I Ulber at d 


© dom he- know how-to ſet themſelves off to 


— —-—-— -—— 
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Meliſſa. © As to that, monſieur, — a woman 
© who is really agreeable need be at no pains to 
appear ſo; — but I deteſt every thing that is 
common; — I hate your gold and filver ſtuffs, 
© — your brocades, —— was velvets — and em- 
© broideries z — you ſee them upon the backs of 
© every one who has either money or credit to pur- 
© chaſe them. 

Leſbia. * That is true, indeed, my dear; but 
© if you exclude all theſe things, what in the 
© name of wonder can a woman of condition 
find proper to appear in at court? 
Meliſſa. * Oh there are a thouſand pretty 
* whims; — Do you not remember, that on my 
* firſt going to the drawing-room after the Prince's 
* mourning was over, I had a gawz mantua and 
« petticoat, flouriſhed with twenty different co- 
© lours; — every one was charm'd with the odd- 
© neſs of the fancy. 

Lefbia. * Yes, I remember it very well, and 
© that the weather being pretty cool you got a 
© fore throat which confinꝰd you to your chamber 
© for ten days afterwards. — For my part, I 
4 
. 


- 


think one ought always to ſuit one's cloaths ac- 
cording to the ſeaſon of the year. 

Meliſſa Then I ſuppoſe you will be draw'd 
© forth to-morrow in ſome heavy brocade or o- 
© ther. 

Lefbia. No, — I ſhall have only a roſe- 
© colour'd damaſk, flounced with a point d'eſ- 
© pagne. 

On this, two or three of the other ladies gave 
à deſcription of the habirs they had prepared to 
do honour to the enſuing auguſt day; but Me- 
liſſa mention'd not a word of what the intended 
to wear, till being aſk'd the queſtion, ſhe told 
them that ſhe ſhould have only a flight ſattin, not 
Rrip'd, — not either flower'd in the loom nor 

embroider'd 


ee 
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embroider d with the needle, yet it would be fach 
as ſhe doubted not but would attract the r 
the whole affembly upon it. 


© have the pleafure of dividing with you the at- 
*- tention of the company; for I ſhall have a ſuit 
7 cloaths which will certainly appear the 


greateſt oddity that ever was ſeen.” 
-_ mouth in the room, except my own, was 
now open to intreat her ladyſhip to give them 
ſome idea of this curioſity : — ſhe had too much 
good-nature to refuſe their requeſt, and preſently 
made this anfwer : 
Twinckle. * 1 will not be ſo vain as % 
© aſſume the merit. of the invention; — no, it 
© was brought to me on the wheel of fortune,. 
© a mere accident, — I only improved the hint, 
© as you fhall fee; for I will fend both for the 

« petticoat and the piece of alk from which I took 
the pattern.“ 

— bur: fertingi former attic * 
ran directly to the head of the ſtair- caſe, called 
her ſervant, who was waiting be low, and ordered 
him to go home and fetch the things ſhe had men- 
tion'd ; — as her houſe was no farther off than the 
next freer, the fellow return'd immediately with 
them: — the bundle was no fooner brought into 
the room than ſhe open'd it, and ſhew'sd the com» 
pany about a yard of white ſattin, painted in was 
ter colours, with cupids, ſome flying, others ſtand 
ing, but all of them with their bows extended 
as if to ſhoot at hearts, which were every where 
ſcatter d, in a careleſs manner upon the piece. 

There was no. time ſor one ſyllable to be ut 
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fancy; the moment lady Twinckle had ſpread it 
on a table Meliſſa ſent forth a loud ſhriek, which, 
together with the exclamations that enſued, threw 
every one into the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
Meliſſa. Confuſion, — diſtraction, — is it poſ- 
© fible! — What can this mean, madam? that 
© piece of filk is mine, as well as the invention 
©. painted upon it. Pray how came it into your 
* ladyſhip”s poſſeſſion ? — But wherefore need I 
* aſk, — the caſe is plain enough, — that villain 
© Pencil, after the handſome preſent I had made 
© him for ſecrecy, over and above paying him 
* for his work, has moſt cruelly betrayed me, 
© expoſed my contrivance to you, and ruin'd my 
« defign. a 
Lady Twinckle. * I am ſtrangely ſurprized ; 
© — ſure this is the oddeſt thing that ever hap. 
© pen'd. —Indeed, my dear, I little thought that 
© | was ſhewing you your own ; — but I would 
© not have you lay the blame on Mr. Pencil ;— 
upon my honour the poor man is perfectly in- 
© nocent in what you accuſe him of; for t 
I was at his ſhop one day laſt week, and bought 
© a five guinea fan of him, he never once men- 
© tion'd your name, or that he had been employ d 
© by you in any work: but Iwill tell you the 
* whole matter; — my woman, you muſt know, 
* wanting ſomething to new robe a gown I had 
© lately given her, went among the piece-brokers 
© behind St. Clement's church, where ſhe made a 
* purchaſe of this remnant ; — on her bringing 
© it home I was vaſtly taken with the whim, and 
£ reſolved to have ſomething like it for a birth-da 
* ſuit ; — accordingly I ſet a fan- painter to 
© upon the pattern, only directed him to make 
* ſome few alterations, which you ſhall be judge 
* whether for the better or not. 
Meliſſa. 
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Meliſſa. Then it is by the mantua-maker I 
© have been thus baſely uſed. — I could forgive 


the wretch for ſtealing my filk ;— I know thoſe 


© creatures make it a part of their trade to do ſo, 
© and will rather ſpoil one's cloaths than loſe what 
© they look upon as their perquiſites ; arid for that 
© reaſon I always allow five or fix yards more 
© than is * to be ſo haſty in the 
© diſpoſal of her theft, — to let what I had in- 
© vented on purpoſe to be particular be ſeen in the 
© ſhop of a common piece-broker, before I had 
© worn it myſelf, is ſuch a piece of impudence as 
© deſerves, and ſhall meet with all the miſchief I 
© can do her. 

No reply was made to what ſhe ſaid ; — lady 
Twinckle had by this time unfolded her petticoat, 


the ſight of which ſufficiently employ'd every eye 


and tongue in the room ; — that lady had indeed 
eatly improv*'d upon Meliſſa's fancy; for be- 
des the ground of the ſattin being all over 
froſted, as it were, with ſilver, the wings of the 
cupids and the barbs of their arrows were much 
better delineated, and the hearts diſperſed in a 
more elegant manner; — Meliſſa, at fight of it, 
was ready to ſwoon, and the high commendati- 
ons ſhe heard given of it by the whole company 
increaſed her diforder. — Monfieur La Mot, hap- 
pening to turn his head that way, and perceiv- 
ing the confuſion ſhe was in, thought to remedy 
it by making her the following compliment : 
Monſieur La Mt. Well, madam, whatever 
© praiſes lady Twinckle may at firſt receive on ac- 
* count of this moſt agreeable whim, they will 
© afterwards naturally recoil on you, as being the 
© firſt inventor. 
Lady Twinckle. © Indeed I ſhall do Meliſſa the 
© juſtice to acknowledge it. 
| + Meliſſa. - 


* 
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Mela. Oh, madam, your ladyſhip need. 
© not give yourſelf any trouble about the matter; 
for I ſhall neither go to court to-morrow, nor 
© ever put the cloaths upon my back. | 

Lady Twinckle. * I am forry, my dear, ta 
© find you are ſo much diſconcerted, eſpecially 
© as I know. myſelf the innocent occaſion. — But 
© fure my having a gown ſomething like yours 
© will not hinder you from paying your 
© to the royal preſence. | 

Meliſſa. * Since I am ſo unlucky to be fruſtrat- 
© ed in my expectation, I do not chuſe to ap- 
© pear in a thing ſo exactly of the ſame deſign, 
© and fo inferior in the execution, to that your 
© ladyſhip will have on; therefore ſhall not at- 
© tempt to divide with you any part of the atten- 
© tion of the aſſembly. | | 

Leſbia. What a pity it is one has not the ſame 
© liberty of going to court as to a maſquerade, in 
© an antic habit, — if ſn, you might have ren- 
© der'd yourſelf as conſpicuous as a certain lady 
© of our acquaintance did at the Venetian Ball in 
© the character of Iphigenia.” 

Here enſued a general laughter, and the conduct 
of that lady hinted at by Leſbia gave occaſion to 
many farcaſms, which I forbear to repeat on ac- 
count of their ſeverity. — Meliſſa, however, in 

ite of her known talent for ſatire, was entirely 

ent on the ſubject, than which there could not 
be a greater proof how much her mind was 
taken up with the acciderit that had befallen 

herſelf. | . 

It requir'd, indeed, no great ſhare of penetra- 
tion to diſcover that it was with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty this diſappointed belle reſtrained her ill 
Humour within the bounds of decency while the 
company ſtaĩd; but they had no fooner taken 
leave than ſhe gave a 0 0 
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ſhe was poſſeſs' d of, and burſt into fuch extrava- 
gances of grief and rage, that whoever had ſeen. 
her, without knowing the cauſe, muſt have ĩimaginꝰ d 
ſome fatal chance had deprived her of all the friends 
and fortune ſhe had to boaſt of in the world. 

Awhile ſhe wept, and utter'd the moſt piteous 
lamentations ; — then rav'd and calPd haſtily for 
the unlucky garment that had been the cauſe of 
her preſent woe; --- ſhe ſtamp'd it under her 
feet upon the floor; --- then ſnatching it up cry'd, 

— © "The fight of it never ſhall offend me more; 
--- and with theſe words was about to throw it 
upon the fire; but her maid, who was a quick-- 
witted ſprightly girl, catch'd hold of her arm, 
and prevented her from doing what ſhe deſign'd, 
with this Remonſtrance: 

Maid. Dear madam, do not quite demoliſh 
* this pretty gown: --- if you reſolve never to 
© wear it, you may make it into charming fur- 
© niture: beſides, a thought is juſt now come into- 
© my head, how ſome part of it may afford you 
dan ample revenge on lady Twinckle for ſtealing. 

your invention. 

Melifſa. * Revenge! --- oh that it were in my 
© power; --- but tell me how, ----by what means 
can T'accomplilh it ? 

Maid. Firſt, let me know, madam, whether 

We Can remember exactly the alterations made 
lady Twinckle ? 
liſa. * O, yes perfectly well: --- the ſight 
of that deteſted petticoat, methinks, is ſtill be- 
© fore my eyes. 

"Maid. * Well then, madam, if you approve 
© of the contrivance, I will take as much our of 
© the tail of the gown as will make a robe de 
chambre for the monkey; --- you muſt give Mr. 
Pencil directions to change the pattern juſt like 


lady Twinckle' N he ſits up all 23 
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© bout it, a ſmall preſent will make him amends ; 
* and I will undertake to run up the habit, and a 
© head-drefs and three double ruffles, time enough 
for Pug to make her appearance when the ladie 


© are going into court. 

Meliſſa. * Thou would'ſt not carry her thi- 
© ther?. 

Maid. * Not into the palace, madam ; --- tho? 
© *tis poſſible there may be as ill figures there; 
* but my intention 1s to attend lady Pug into the 
© Mall, --- faunter about with her in St. James's 
© Piazza, and towards the foot of great ſtairs 
© where all the company go up: --- I warrant we 
© ſhall have eyes enough upon us. 

Meliſſa. Sure there never was ſuch a charm- 
© ing plot: dear girl, I could almeſt kiſs thee 
© for it; --- to fee the monkey below and lady 
* Twinckle above in juſt the fame livery, --- oh! 
© it will be a laſting jeſt, and turn all the admi- 
© ration ſhe expects into ridicule ; - but no time 
© is to be loſt, --- let John run this inſtant to Mr. 
© Pencil's, and find him wherever he is; --- a 
* ſecond diſappointment would quite break my 


© heart.” 


The waiting-maid flew to do as ſhe was com- 


manded, and I retired at the ſame time, ſmil- 


ing within myſelf to have ſeen how much it is 


in the power of the ſmalleſt trifle, relating to 
dreſs and ornament, to diſcompoſe a woman 
whoſe ſole ambition is to attract public admi- 
ration. 

I had the curioſity, however, to go the next day 
about one o'clock to St. James's, where I found the 
plot I had heard concerted was carried into execu-- 
tion; — Meliffa's monkey, attended by her maid, 
were there before me; and certainly a more divert, 
ing fight could not be-ſeen ;—the girl had, indeed, 
diſcover'd an uncommon ingenuity in the manage- 
ment 
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ment of this affair; — ſhe had not only decorated 
madam Pug in all the punctilios of a fine lady, 
but alſo dextrouſly faſten'd the fore limbs cloſe to 
its ſides, to prevent it either from jumping or 
affronting its new quality by going upon all fours ; 
ſo that the little creature walk'd erect and ſtately 
on its hind feet amidſt a crowd of laughing ſpec- 
tators, led by its careful conductreſs by a piece of 
broad white ribband fixed to the neck of the robe 
de chambre: — moſt of the ladies, and feveral 
gentlemen ſtopp'd in their chairs to pay their com- 
pliments to the burleſque belle ; and no ſmall no- 
tice was taken of the figures painted on the gar- 
ment. 

On this I could not doubt but the contrivance 
would have all the ſucceſs aim'd at by Meliſſa and 
her maid, and was afterwards aſſured of it by a 
friend who was that day at court, and told me 
that a general whiſper, accompanied with a fneer, 
ran through the whole aſſembly on ſeeing lady 
Twinckle's cloaths ; —her ladyfhip, it ſeems, has 
ſince been made fully acquainted with the matter, 
and is fo incenſed againſt Meliſſa, that ſhe will 
not come into any place where ſhe is. 


CHAP. VL 


Shews, that e a remiſſneſs of care in the bringing 
up of children, can ſcarce fail of being attended 
with very bad conſequences ; yet that an over ex- 
ad circumſpection, in minute things, may ſame- 
times prove equally pernicious to their future 


welfare. 
V ARIOUS were the reports concerning 
Alinda, both while ſhe was alive and after 

her deceaſe; but all the world could ſay with any 
D 4 certainty, 
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- certainty, either of her affairs or eonduct, might 
be compriz'd in the following articles : 

That the was the only child of a very eminent 
and wealthy merchant in the city, who, on the 
death of his wife, left off buſineſs, and having 
purchaſed an eſtate of near a thouſand pounds a 
year in the country, retired thither to paſs the re- 
mainder of his days, _— Alinda with him, at 
that time about ten years of age. 

That through ſome peculiarites in his temper 
ſhe was educated in a very odd faſhion, — ſeclu- 
ded from all converſation with the neighbouring 
gentry, and ſcarce ſuffer'd to ſpeak to any one out 
of their own family, 

That after his death, which h d in her 
ſeventeenth year, ſhe return'd, with the conſent of 
ber dians, to London, — lived in a manner 
ſuitable to her fortune, and had advanta- 
geous offers of marriage, all which the rejected 
without giving any reaſon for doing ſo. | 

That at one and twenty ſhe fell into a waſting 
diforder, which was judged to proceed rather 
from ſome inward grief preying upon her ſpirits, 
than from any diſtemper of the body ;—it baffled, 
however, all the {kill of the phyſicians, and ſhe 
expired after a tedious languiſhment of near three 
years, leaving the poſſeſhon of her eftate to a 
nephew of her father's, who was the next of kin. 

All theſe things, I fay, were public ; — but as 
to the motive which made her avoid liſtening to 
any propoſals for born 4 her condition, or the 
cauſe of that mela y which brought on her 
death, every one ſpoke of them as they 
proper and according as the diſpoſitions of their 
own hearts inclined them to judge. 

Few, however, were charitable enough to put 
the beſt. conſtruction on her conduct; — ſome 
ſaid ſhe was a man-hater ; — others, ming 
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the ſex too well ſhe could not think of entering 
into a ſtate which muſt confine her to one alone: 
— thoſe who entertain'd the moſt favourable opi- - 
nion, imagin'd ſhe had unhappily engaged her 
heart where there was no poſſibility of a return : 
— this laſt conjecture ſeem'd, indeed, moſt pro- 
bable, and gain'd ground after ſhe fell into that 
heavy languor which excluded her from all thoſe 
pleaſures ſhe had been accuſtom'd to partake, and 
at length deprived her of life; — but all this, to 
make uſe of the vulgar adage, was ſpeaking with- 
out book, — my Gift of Inviſibility gave me alone 
the means of penetrating into the myſtery. 
As I had been acquainted with her, and viſited 
her while ſhe continued to fee company, I fre- 
quently ſent, or calPd to enquire after her health; 
— one day when I did fo, a ſervant belonging to 
her kinſman and heir at law, came to the door 
at the ſame time, and we both received for an- 
ſwer that ſhe expired the night before. 

The fellow ran directly to inform his maſter, to 
whom theſe tidings would probably: be not un- 
welcome; and I went home, clapp'd on my Belt 
of Inviſibility, and return'd in a ſhort time to the 
houſe of Alinda; — the reader will perhaps won- 
der for what reaſon, and it is not fit I ſhould. 
keep him in ignorance. 

There was a clergyman lived in. the houſe with 
her, and perform'd the office of a chaplain; 
— he was a perſon who her father having con- 
ceived a high opinion of had taken into his fa- 
mily, and ſet over her in the manner of a 
ceptor, and he had ever fince continued with her; 
I had ſeveral times dined with him at her table, 
and perceiv'd he profeſſed an extraordinary ſanc- 
tity and the extremeſt regard for the welfare of 
His fair patroneſs ; — and this it was that made 
| D 5 me 
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me deſirous of ſeeing in what manner he would 
behave upon her death. 

I expected to have found him either in his own 
chamber, bewailing the early fate of ſo benefi- 
cent a friend, or fitting by her corpſe religiouſly 
moralizing on the ſhadowy happineſs of this tran- 
fitory world; but after ſeeking him in vain, in 
theſe and ſeveral other rooms, at laſt I diſcover'd 
him in a cloſet, where I knew ſhe repoſited her 
things of greateſt value; — he was buſily em- 
ploy'd in rummaging her buroe, from the little 
cell of which I ſaw him convey, as near as I 
could gueſs, between two and three hundred pieces 
of gold, and ſeveral bank bills to a much greater 
amount; — he then pull'd out a drawer which 
contain'd her jewels ; — he firſt took up one, — 
then another, — ſurvey'd them with a greedy eye, 
but laid them down again and ſhut the drawer; 
but, after a moment's pauſe, open'd it a ſecond 
time and took out a ring ſet round with large bril- 
liants, — © I may keep this, cry'd he, it will 
* ſcarce be miſs'd; — or if it be, I can pretend 
© ſhe made me a preſent of it in her life-time, 
and nobody will ſuſpect the con — Here 
he gave over his ſearch, lock'd the buroe, put 
the key into his pocket, and went into his. own 
room. 

It would be hard for me to determine, whether 
aſtoniſhment or indignation was moſt predomi- 
nant in me at this fight ; — I wiſh'd never to have 
beheld it, or that I had been at liberty to pluck the 
ſacred robe from off the back of that vile prophaner 
of his order; — I was going away with a mind 
more troubled than I can well expreſs, when one 
of Alinda's maids came running into the room 
with a ſeal'd packet in her hand, and deliver'd 
it to this diſciple of Judas Ifcariot, telling him 
at the ſame time, that it had been found under 
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her miſtreſs's pillow juſt after her death; but that 


ſhe had forgot in the hurry to bring it to him before. 

He reply'd, with an affected indifference, that it 
was very well; — that he would look over the pa- 
pers and take care that whatever injunctions they 
contain'd ſhould be fulfilPd, — and with theſe 
words diſmiſs'd her. 

The ſuperſcription on the cover of this packet 
was to a lady with whom Alinda had been ex- 
tremely intimate, but had not ſeen for a conſi- 
derable time, ſhe being excluded, as well as the 
reſt of her acquaintance, after ſhe fell into that 
deep melancholy which ended her days; — the 
ou immediately broke the feal, and found a 
ittle letter to the above mention'd lady, — the 
contents whereof were as follow : 

„ Dear Mapan, | 
Ay HAT TI have not ſeen you fo long has 
1 not been owing to want of friendſhip, but 
to a reſolution of depriving myſelf of every thing 
«© that was agreeable to me in life; and that I do 
* not now, in theſe laſt moments of my life, aſk to 
© fee you is only becauſe I would not tax your pity 
* with the ſight of fo fad an object; I am blaſt- 
© ed, my dear friend, wither'd in my bloom, and 
& ſcarce the ſhadow of what I was ; the encloſed 
* memoirs will inform you of the cruel cauſe, 
«* which I intreat you will publiſh to the world 
« after my, deceaſe ; -— the ſhocking tale may 
« perhaps be a ſerviceable warning to ſome pa- 
„ rents as well as children: I have given my cou- 
« ſin ****## orders concerning ſome things I 


* would have done, among the number of which 


«© is, that he will preſent you with my hoop dia- 
mond ring; --- | beg you will accept and wear 


© it in remembrance of 
Your dying friend, 
ALINDA. 
He 
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We .. ſtarted, —bent his brows, turn'd pale and 
red by turns, and ſeem'd in great confuſion while 
looking over this little epiſtle; but all his emo- 
tions were very much increaſed on examining the 


papers that accompany'd it —ſtill as he read he 
tore the leaves aſunder and threw them on the 


fire, which happening not to burn very fiercely, 


I was quick enough to ſnatch from the intended 
devaſtation and convey into my pocket, while he 


was taken up with the remaining pages, thought 
Kimſelf ſecure by the tale of his miſdeeds 
extinct in all devouring flames. 


He had but juſt finiſhed, when a ſervant 


came running into the room, and told him that 


Mr. ***** was below, and having been informed 
that Alinda's keys had been deliver'd to him, de- 


. manded to ſpeak with him immediately ;—on 


this the artful hypocrite compoſed his counte- 
nance, drew every feature into the attitude of 
folemn ſadneſs, and holding a white handkerchief 

es, went down to act the = he thought 
— become him before the kinſman of 
Alinda. 


I follow'd eloſe at his heels into the parlour, 
where Mr. ***** and two other perſons waited 
for him ;—he „ with well diffembled grief, 
to expatiate on e loſs the world had in fo ex- 
cellent a lady as Alinds : and faiF not, in his ha- 


rangue, to intermix ſome on him- 
ſelf, for the 


principles his precepts had in- 
grafted on Lad; 


Mr. ****#® ſeem's to take little notice of 
all he ſaid on this oecafion, and prevented him 
from going ſo far as perhaps he otherwiſe would 
have done,- by telling him in 2 voy goons ene 
reſerv'd. tone, that he was in great at pre- 
ſent ;—that he came thither only to give the ne- 
ceſſary orders concerning his couſan's —_— 
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reply d, —that he had got 
with no other view than to 
him, who had the undoubted 
right to all which his dear benefactreſs 
miſtreſs of ;— For indeed, continued 
© prehended ſome foul play might have 
© tempted, as at the hour of her deceaſe 
© none but ſervants about her, ſome of 
© had been too lately taken into the family 
given any great proofs of their integrity.” 

After this they went through every 
mining what was to be found; all which ſcrutiny, 
as yet, afforded the heir no reaſon for com- 
plaint :—on opening the abovemention'd buroe, 
and looking over Alinda's jewels, he miſs d not 
the ring he had been defrauded of; but when the 
other. private drawers prefented him fo little of 
what he expected, he could not forbear diſcover- 
ing ſome ſuſpicion, as it muſt be own'd he had 
ſulkicient c ; for the perſon who had been be- 


and eyes lifted up to heaven, — © it 

not to appear ſtrange to you, that a lady 

your excellent kinſwoman's charitable and 

<1 liſpoſition ſhould refuſ 33 
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© her power when the cries of diſtreſs and the 
© moans of afflition call'd for her aſſiſtance.— 
© If you would know in what manner ſhe diſpoſed 
© of her money, enquire of hoſpitals, the priſons, 
© and the neceſſitous petitioners that every day 
g received their ſuſtenance from her bounty, and 
will find an eaſy account of her expences in 
large and numerous donations.“ 

Mr ne only anſwer'd ſullenly, that he 
ſhould be better able to judge how he ought to 
think of the affair after he had ſpoke to her ſtew- 
ard? on which the other clapping his hand upon 
his breaſt, was beginning to make many aſſeve- 
rations, that till that moment he never knew 
what ſum or ſums the lady had by her when ſhe 
died, or had ever look'd, Som even entertain'd a 
thought of looking into any place where it might 
be ſuppoſed ſhe kept her money. ſtaid not, 
however, to hear what effect his hypocriſy pro- 
duced, but went home, being impatient to fee the 
contents * Alinda's manuſcript. 


CHAP. VIL 
Will fully ſatisfy all the curioſity the former may 
bave excited. 


1 haſte I made in ſnatching the following 
papers from the flames, happily preſerv'd 
them ſo entirely from the deſtruction to which 
they had been deſtin'd, that tho” the edges were 
in many places much ſcorch d. yet not a ſingle 
word throughout the whole was any way da- 
maged ; and the reader may depend on having 
the tory as perfect as if he ſaw it in the heroine's 
own hand. 


Aemorr, 
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Memoirs of the unfortunate. Alix DA, wrote 


herſelf, and faithfully tranſcrib d from the ori- 
ginal copy. 


| foo gar that many people have been very 
buſy with my fame while living, nor do [ 
expect to be treated with leſs ſeverity after I 
4 am dead.—I cannot, however, think of an e- 
© ternal ſeparation from this world, without leav- 
„ ing ſomething behind me which may ſerve to 
* clear up thoſe paſſages in my conduct, which 
© by their being myſterious have given room for 
* cenſure; and I do not this with any view of 
& ſoftening the aſperity of the ill natured for the 
© errors I have been guilty of, or of exciting 
* compaſhon in the more generous and gentle 
* for my misfortunes ; but merely to the end that 
if I am condemn'd, I may be condemn'd for 
real, not imaginary facts. 

Sorry am I to accuſe a father who ſo 
© loved me; yet certain it is, that his over anxt- 
© ety for my welfare has been the primary ſource 
4 of every woe my heart has labour d under; and 

* that by his miſtaken. endeavours to make me 

«© great and happy, I have been render'd the moſt 
*© miſerable of created beings. 

«© The fortune I was born to be poſſeſs d of, 

„ and ſome natural endowments his affection 

- © fancy'd in me, made him flatter himſelf with 
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«© whom he thought capable of attracting a heart 
* 28 by intereſt, and unambitious of gran- 


"ls av my mother's death he quitted 
* buſineſs, and retir'd to an eſtate he had ſome 
© time —— in the country: hen 
« we removed, I was too young to have any 
cc taſte for the pleaſures of the town, and regret- 
© ted only the want of thoſe play-fellows I had 
_ 3 — wonder that I was not 
quite moped; I was ſuffered to go to no ſchool, 
3 us ;— 
c never ſtirr'd beyond the precincts of our gar- 
« den walls ;—went not to church, becauſe there 
64 it would have been impoſſible for me not to 
© ſee and be ſeen ;—no company viſited us; for 
« my father deprived himſelf of the pleaſure of 
4 converſing with any of the neighbouring gen- 

« try, for fear that, as | grew up, I might take 
S's _— to ſome one or other of their ſons, 
% none of whom he thought a match good 
enough for me, as they were not dignified 
« with titles: —I had learn'd writing and dan- 
c cing, but was far from being perfect in either; 
2 being un willing I ſhould be 
„ without theſe accompliſhments, took the pains 
4 himſelf to ſet me copies to improve mein the 

„ one, and at length provided a maſter, too old 


« and too ugly to give him any apprehenſions, to 


cc inſtruct me in the other ;—beſides theſe two 
4 avocations, I had no amuſement except read- 
4 ing, which, as I much delighted in, my father 


„ conſtantly fupply'd me with fuch books as he 


a 2 for my ſex and age. 
ſome treatiſes of divinity, the ſub- 


© jedi of wy; entertainment afforded little im- 


«« provement to my underſtanding, Yay coli. 


ing 94 and ſome few 
ZA, 
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4 plays; fo that the ideas they inſpired me with 


. were as antiquated as the habits worn in the 
«© days of queen Elizabeth, and I was utterly ig - 
«© norant of the modes, manners and cuſtoms of 
te the age I lived in. 

« In this ſtupid and diſpiriting ſituation did I 
„ paſs full nineteen months; about the expira- 
« tion of which time my father happen'd into 
„ company with a perſon who wears the ſacred 
« appearance of an Eccleſiaſtic; but is in reality 
© one of thoſe mention'd in holy writ by the 
«© name of wolves in ſheeps ern out- 
« ward behaviour ſeems directed by the mini- 
4 fters of grace and goodneſs, while in his trea- 
& cherous heart a thouſand fiends lie in wait to 
« bring ruin and deſtruction on the credulous 
cc liftner to his wiles;—but before I proceed in 
ey unkeypy Berk, it is fit I ſhould give a more 

6 particular character of the wretch who has ſo 
% great a ſhare in it. 

« Firſt for his extraction: — bis father was a 
« Frenchman, ſervant to a perſon of diſtinction 
&« in Normandy ; but having more ambition than 
© honeſty, found means to rob his maſter of a 
4 conſiderable ſum and came over to England, 
„ where he ſet up for a RD 4 
4 zealous proteſtant, told a long plauſible ſtory 
* = eat hardſhips he had ſuſtainꝰd on the 
religion, and found here the ſame pi- 

2 —— encouragement as many others had done 
« who fly here for an aſylum on the ſame pre- 
© tences. 

& Soon after his arrival he married a Dutch- 
«© woman, by whom he had a fon who inherits 
all his father's virtues, and is the perſon whoſe 
a hog is ſo unhappily interwoven with my own. 

oung Le Bris, for that is the name of this 
6 wh. family, diſcover*d in his youth ſome 
indications 
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1 indications of a good capacity for learning, in- 
«* ſomuch that a certain lord taking a great fan- 
& cy to him, ſent him to Weſtminſter ſchool, 
and afterwards to the Univerſity, in order to 
« qualify him for the pulpit, aſſuring him that 
© he ſhould not be without a handſome benefice 
as ſoon as he ſhould be fit to receive it. 

* But he had ſcarce completed his ſtudies for 
* that purpoſe, when all his preſent ſupport and 
future expectations vaniſh'd on the ſudden 
6 death of his noble , Which was follow'd 
« in a few months after by that of his father, fo 
* that he was left entirely deſtitute, his mother 
© not being able to afford him the leaſt aſſiſt- 
& ance. N 

* After many long and fruitleſs ſollicitations 
« for a living, he was glad to accept of a ſmall 
& curacy in one of the remoteſt counties in Eng- 
& land, where he refided ſeveral years; but was 
« at laſt turned out on account of negle& of du- 
« ty, and other miſbehaviour ;—he then came 
<< back to London,—gave out printed bills for 
„ teaching French and Latin at very low rates; 
% but finding little encouragement that wa 
* turn'd Fleet-parſon, earn'd a precarious ful. 
* tenance by clandeſtine marriages. 

It was in theſe wretched circumſtances that 
% my father met with him, being in town on 
„ ſome buſineſs, and being told by ſome one, 
ho it is likely knew no more of him than 
* what he was pleaſed to ſay of himſelf, that he 
*© was a very worthy, tho* diſtreſs'd clergyman, 
«© made him the offer of a handſome falary to 
* come into his family, by way. of chaplain; and, 
« withal, to inſtruct me in the French language, 
« and whatever elſe was fit for me to learn, or 
& he was capable of teaching ;—he ay > 
drac 
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4 braced the propoſal, and on my father's return 


e came down with him. 

My father preſented him to me as a kind of 
Tutor, or Preceptor ;—told me I muſt ſubmit 
& myſelf to his dire&ions,—be attentive to all 
s he faid to me, and in every thing treat him 
& with the greateſt reſpe& and reverence ;*””— 
© For, added he, it is by the leſſons he is capable 
© of giving you, that you alone can make any 
© ſhining figure in the ſtation wherein I hope to 
© ſee you placed. 

« It will, perhaps, afford ſome matter of ſur- 
« priſe that my father, who had hitherto pre- 
, ſerved ſuch an extreme caution in preventing 
* my having the leaſt converſation with any 
© man, ſhould now ſo ſtrenuouſly recommend 
this parſon to me; but it muſt be conſider d, 
& that he was no leſs than fix or ſeven and 
« years of age;—that tho” not deform'd was far 
e from handſome; and, beſides, had a certain 
« auſterity in his manners which could not be 
& thought would be very agreeable to youth. 

«© Tt was, indeed, ſome time before I could 
© be contented with the dominion given him 


cover me; but my obedience to my father 


© obliging me to behave towards him with 
© eſteem, cuſtom at laſt converted that complai- 
* ſance, which at firſt was no more than feign'd, 
© into fincere:—a kind of affection, by degrees, 
&© mingled itſelf with the reverence I was bid to 


© pay him —I was never fo happy as in the 


& hours ſet apart for receiving his inſtructions ; 
© and the thoughts of the benefits that might be 
«© ſuppoſed to accrue from them afforded me leſs 
<& pleaſure than the praiſes I was always certain 


& he would beſtow on my docility.—In fine, 1 


% not only lov'd the Teacher for the Precept's 
I lov'd 


* fake; but, as the poet ſays, 
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I lov'd the Precepts for the Teacher's ſake. 


« Nor is it to be wonder'd at that I taſted 
more ſatisfation in his ſociety than I had ever 
„ known before; — I wanted not ideas, tho” hi- 
< therto I had nothing to improve them :—T had 
* been allow'd to converſe with none but the 


* ſervants, who could only divert me with idle- 
* tales of thieves, apparitions, and haunted. 
& houſes; —my tutor, after having finiſh'd his 


« graver leſſons, would frequently entertain me 


with ſome extraordinary incident or other, ei- 
ther taken from hiſtory or romance; but, we- 
* ther real or fictitious, I had ſenſe _— to- 


% know were ſuch as enlarg'd my under 
« ing as well as charm'd my ears. | 
el is certain, indeed, that he ſpar d no pains 
to infinuate himſelf into my 
< and no leſs certain alſo, that the ungrateful 
* he had in doing fo ſucceeded to the ut- 


< ter deſtruction of the whole bappineſs of. my 
future life; and, at laſt, of my life itſelf, as 
« will appear by theſe memoirs, which, while I 
« am writing, I know not whether I ſhall have 


« ftrength to finiſh. | 
* 1 ſhall therefore reduce my unhappy ſtory in- 
to as ſhort a compaſs as I can :—in ſpite of the 
* little amiableneſs this Tutor had in his perſon; 
« —1n ſpite of the vaſt diſparity of years between 


4 us, I conceived the moſt tender affection for 


© him;—alas I was then too young, too inno 
„ cent, to know what was meant by the word 
& love, any farther. than that love which we na- 
* turally bear to a father, brother, or ſome other 
near relation,—and thought not that what I 
felt for him was any more, or would be at- 


*© tended with any other conſequences; and, as. 


J apprehended no ſhame or danger in the kind-. 


graces ; 
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„ nefs I had for him, endeavour'd not to put 2 


ey a a ates da core to conceal 


4 But Le Bris faw much better into my heart 
« than I did myfelf, and dreading leſt my father 
< ſhould be alarm'd at the too open fondneſs of 
my behaviour to him, began to treat me with 
« leſs familiarity, and exerted the maſter much 
* more than he had done;—this change both 
& ſurpriſed and griev'd me;—1 bore it, _ 
c ever, for two whole days, without ſeeming 
take any notice of it; but on the third, big 
* alone with him in his cloſet, where I conſtant- 
< ly went every morning to receive my leſſons,” 
© — What is the matter with 
© tor, ſaid I, I hope I have done nothing to of- 
6 * fend you?—T am ſure I would not willingly be 
ty of deſerving that you ſhould frown upon 
© me. — No, my precious charge, reply'd he 
© after a pauſe, it is not in your nature to give 
© offence; but I would not incur your father's 
* diſpleaſure either towards you or me;—men 
© are apt to be jealous of the affeQions of their 
© children, and I am ſometimes afraid that he 
© ſhould think fove me almoſt as well as you 
© do bim.“ —“ Indeed I do fo,—quite as well, 
© cry*d I eagerly. But why ſhould he be angry 
© at that, when he bid me uſe you with the ſame 
« love and reſpec̃t as I did himfelf ” 
3 le on fome occaſions, anfwer*d he, will 
c diſpleaſed at a too exact performance of 
6 their own commands; and if my worthy Pa- 
© tron, a ſhould happen to be of this 


© opin the confequence would infallibly be an 


© etern 1 between us; — he would drive 
2 C 
2222 45 

* If you think ſo, return'd I, though I hate all 


© kind 


my dear Tu- 
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© kind of diſſimulation, I will make him believe 
© I am weary of learning of you, and that I can- 
not abide you. Dear pretty angel, cry'd he, 
tenderly taking me in his arms; there is no 
need of going to ſuch extremes; — I would on- 
ly have you behave with more diſtance towards 
me than you have done of late; and it will not 
© be amiſs if you ſometimes complain that I ſet 
you too hard leſſons; becauſe if you ſhould 
© ſeem to learn too faſt, he may begin to think 
© there will foon be no occaſion for a Tutor. 
© Well, faid I, I will do every thing you bid me; 
© for indeed it would almoſt break my heart to 
© part with you.'—** Here he kiſs'd off the tears 
<« that fell from my eyes in ſpeaking theſe laſt 
«© words, and I return'd all his endearments with 
« the ſame affection as the fondeſt child would 
% do thoſe of the moſt indulgent parent. 

« It will, perhaps, ſeem a little ſtrange that a 
* girl turn'd of thirteen, as I then was, ſhould 
& think or act in the manner I did; but the 
way in which I had been brought up left mein 
« the ſame ignorance and innocence as others of 
& fix or ſeven years old. 

« I obey'd his inſtructions with ſo much ex- 
« aQtneſs, that my father was far from ſuſpect- 
* ing either my folly or the baſeneſs of the per- 
« fon he had ſet over me:—the reſt of the fa- 
% mily were no more quick-ſighted, nor it could 
© not be expected they ſhould be ſo ;—our houſe- 
«© keeper, tho” a very good, was a filly old wo- 
% man, and knew nothing beyond the ceconomy 
of thoſe affairs committed to her charge 


© the maid who waited on me was her daughter, 


* and had been bred to think every man who 
c wore the habit of a Parſon was to be wor- 
« ſhipp'd; and the other ſervants were too ſel- 
„ dom 
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cc dom with us to have any opportunity of mak- 


c ing diſcoveries. 
« 1 arriv'd at my fourteenth year, —my father 
« kept my birth-day ſo far as to order ſome- 
© thing better than ordinary for dinner, and 
% drank my health ſeveral times at table 
«© among other diſcourſe concerning me, he ſaid 
„ to Le Bris,”—* Well, Doctor, your pupil 
© will now begin to think herſelf a woman, and 
I muſt find a huſband for her who will be able 
© to reward the care you have taken of her with 
© a good fat Benefice.” © To which the fawn- 
«© ing * _—_ the pleaſure of 
« ſeeing hi patron's daughter I 
would be ci. beſt benefice bs 
& obtain. 
« Nothing farther paſs'd at this time on the 
c ſame ſubject; but the next morning, when I 
« was alone with my Tutor in his cloſet,” Do 
© you remember, my dear Miſs, cry'd he, with 
© a very melancholy air, what your father ſaid 
© yeſterday ?—you will be marry'd ſoon, and I 
© ſhall loſe you for ever. Do not talk ſo, re- 
«* ply'd I haſtily, I do not want to be married; 
© but if my father ſhould compel me to it, all 
© the huſbands in the world ſhould not make me 
© forget my dear Tutor ;—no, you ſhall always 
© live with me I would not part from you to 
© be a dutcheſs or a lady eſs.— Nor 
* would I part from you, faid he, taking me in 
© his arms, for an archbiſhopric; —and to be plain, 
© continued he, I have received letters fince I 
© have been here, with the offers of ſeveral great 
© livings; but I have refuſed them all rather than 
© quit my dear pupil. Have you indeed, re- 
© turn'd I, hanging fondly on him ?—oh how 
© kind you have been -I ſhoul 
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© you dearly for it. But will you always keep 
© me with you, cry'd he”? —* As long as I live, 
a 12 1. Will you ſwear it, rejoin'd he?“ 
— Ves, anſwer' d I, a thouſand and a thou- 
8 — times over, if you deſire it.“ 

*The wretch did not fail to take me at my 
% word:—I bound myſelf, by the moſt folemn 
© imprecations that words could form, that when 
I became miſtreſs of my actions he ſhould al- 
* ways hve with me.—After this, the hours we 
„ paſs'd together were employ'd more in im- 
<< proving the fooliſh aſfection I had for him, 
& than in any leſſons for i ving my under- 
* ſtanding —My father imputed the flow pro- 
58 Cranks in my ſtudies not to any want of 
ability in my teacher, but to my own neglect, 
and often chid me for it. which I bore pati- 
* ently, as I believed it the ſureſt means of 
„ keeping my dear Tutor with me:—this he 
% took fo kindly, that he told me one day, he 

& flaiter'd himſelf I lov'd him almoſt as well as 
I did my father.” —I hope it is no fin, cry'd 1 
© childiſhly, if I love you quite as well? —* Far 
from it, anſwer d he, you are only his daugh- 
© ter by nature, but you are mine by affection; 
—you are the child of my foul, and therefore 
ought to love me better.“ I am glad of that, 
rejoin'd I, for indeed I do love you a great deal 
better, —I am fure I do; for I don't feel half 
the pleaſure when he kiſſes me as when you 
do;—and when you take me in your arms my 
heart beats as if it would come out. —It will 
ſcarce be doubted but that he mow beſtow'd 
thoſe endearments I had decelar'd my- 
| ſatisfied with; and ſome minutes af- 
had turn'd to a looking-glaſs to adjuſt 
— in my head-drels, he pull'd me 
and making me ſit upon bis knee,” - 
| ou 
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© You are very pretty, my dear miſs, ſaid he, 
© and have no defe& in your ſhape, but being a 
© little too flat before; with theſe words he 
6 thruſt one of his hands within my ſtays, tell- 
© ing me that handling my breaſts would make 
* them grow, and I ſhould then be a perfect 
& beauty. : 

« Not conſcious of any guilt I was ignorant 
ec of ſhame; and thinking every thing he did 
« was right, made not the leaſt reſiſtance ; but 
« ſuffer' d him, by degrees, to proceed to liber- 
c ties, which, had I known the meaning of, I 
* ſhould have ſtabb'd him for attempting; but, 
&© 25 I have ſomewhere read, 


By no example warn'd how to beware, 
My very innocence became my ſnare. 


It wil rhaps, be ſuppoſed that the perfi- 
© dious To ſtop here, but proceeded 
« yet farther, to the utter completion of my 
« diſhonour; but I thall do him the juſtice to 
© ſay he never offer d any ſuch thing; though I 
& have good reaſons to believe he was prevented 
© only by his fears of the conſequences that 
% might have attended it, to the ruin of a deſign 
c which promiſed him more ſatisfaction than the 
« enjoyment of my perſon. a 

© Ta the ridiculous way I have been deſcrib- 
ing did we continue till I was in my ſeven- 
© teenth year, about which time my father be- 
© ing obliged to go to London on a law affair, 
© he left the ſole management of the family, as 
c well as of myſelf, to his favourite chaplain, 
« ?till he ſhould return, which he expected to do 
c in two months. 

&« He had not been gone full three weeks be- 
& fore a ſtranger came to our houſe on a viſit 
© to my Tutor ;—he received him with great 

Vor. I. E * marks 
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* marks of civility, and told me afterwards that 
* he was the land-ſteward of a nobleman who 
% had ſent him on purpoſe to court his accept- 
* ance of a benefice worth near eight hundred 
pounds per annum:—as I ſuſpected not the 
4 truth of this I was terribly frighten'd, and 
% cry'd out,” —* Then you will leave me at laſt * 
It would be with an extreme reluctance I ſhould 
* do fo, reply'd he; but what can I do?—If I 
© ſhould hereafter be expoſed to any misfortunes, 
* how would the world blame me for having re- 
* fuſed ſuch an offer “ What misfortunes, ſaid 
* I, have you to fear? — I ſhall always have 
© enough to ſupport my dear Tutor.“ 
© My dear child, reſum'd he, you forget that 
when once you are married there will be no- 
thing in your power, —all will be your huſ- 
band's, who may take it into his head to turn 
me out of doors directly.“ No ſuch matter, 
reply'd I haſtily, for I will make him promiſe 
and ſwear beforehand to keep you always in 
the family.'—* Few men, ſaid he, pay any re- 
gard, after they become huſbands, to the pro- 
miſes and vows they made when they were lo- 
vers.—In fine, my little angel, continued he, 
taking me tenderly in his arms, there is but 
one way to ſecure our laſting happineſs, to 
which if you agree I will immediately refuſe the 
offer now made me, with all my future 
hopes of riſing in the church, and devote my- 
* ſelf eternally to you.” | 
« Theſe laſt words I thought ſo highly oblig- 
* ing to me, that I hung about his neck, kiſs d 
„ his cheek, and cry'd, I would do every thing 
* he would have me;—he then told me that a 
* writing ſhould be drawn up between us, by 
„ which we ſhould mutually bind ourſelves, 2 
6c 
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« der the penalty of the half of what either 
* ſhould be poſleſs'd of, never to ſeparate. 

« On my ready compliance with this propo- 
& fal, he ventured to make a ſecond, even more 
«© imprudent than the firſt; after ſeeming to 
* conſider a little within himfelf.”—* I have 
© been thinking, ſaid he, that if the perſon you 
© ſhall marry ſhould happen to be of a croſs, 
© perverſe nature, tho' for his own fake he will 
not drive \me from his houſe, yet he may uſe 
me fo ill as to compel me to go out of it of 
my own accord, —ſuppoſe, therefore, you ſhould! 
bind yourſelf by the writing I have mention'd, 
and under the fame penalty, never to marry 
= man without my conſent.” 
* Bleſs me, cry'd I, a little ſurpriſed, how can 
© I do this!—you know I muſt obey my father.” 
Heaven forbid you ſhould do otherwiſe, re- 
© join'd the artful hypocrire,—you may be ſure 
© I ſhall never oppoſe either his will, or your 


© own inclination, in the choice of a huſband ;— 


* what I ſpeak of is only a thing of form, which, 
© when ſhewn to your huſband, will oblige him 
to treat me with gratitude and reſpect. 

« I was entirely fatisfy'd with this, and re- 
«> ply's I would do what he deſir'd as ſoon as 
& he pleaſed ;—on which,” —* It happens luckily, 
©. ſaid he, that the gentleman who came here on 
© the buſineſs I told you cf was bred to the law, 
AI will let him know as much as is neceſſary 
© of our affair, and get him to draw up a 
© inſtrument. '—* In ſpeaking theſe words he 
« left me and went in ſearch of his friend, who 
&« at that time was walking in the garden, wait- 
ec ing, no doubt, his coming. 

« J had little time allow'd me to reflect on 
& what I was about to do, —Le Bris immediately 
* return'd, bringing the lawyer with him,—the 

'S 3 latter 
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© latter of whom deſir'd to receive inſtructions 
* from my own mouth for what he was to write, 
„and accordingly I repeated the ſenſe of the 
&* obligation I was to lay myſelf under, leaving 
« it to him to put it in ſuch words as he ſhould 
« find proper ;—if I had been miſtreſs of the 
cc [eaſt ſhare of common reaſon, I muſt have ſeen 
« that all this ſcheme was a thing previouſly 
c concerted between theſe two villains; for the 
«© Lawyer immediately pulPd out of his pocket a 
« large parchment, with ſeals fix'd to it, and 
© every thing requiſite to make the inſtrument 
« firm and valid; — but I was infatuated, —all 
« my little underſtanding was ſubjected to the 
« will of this wicked "Tutor ;—1 gave an impli- 
& cit faith to all he ſaid, and paid an implicit 
« obedience to all his dictates, 

The lawyer took his leave next day, and 
“ nothing material happen'd till within a week 
c of the time my father was expected home, 
* when, inſtead of himſelf came the melancholy 
« account that he had been ſeiz'd with an apo- 
& plectic fit, and tho* he recover'd from it, ex- 
« pired within two hours after;—he had made 
<« his will about a year before, by which he left 
* me ſole heir of every thing he was in poſſeſ- 
&« fion of, except a few legacies, and in cafe his 
«© demiſe ſhould happen before I was married, 
« or of age, appointed two gentlemen for his 
* executors-and my guardians ;—they both wrote 
4 to me, as did alſo my couſin ,, ac. 
4 quainting me that it was neceſſary I ſhould 
«© come to London directly on this occafion, and 
4 each inviting me to their reſpective houſes, 
« which as they lived in different parts of the 
e town, I was at liberty to chuſe which I liked 


«© beſt. 


My Tutor, however, diſſuaded me from ac- 
ceptint 
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* cepting any of theig offers, and told me he 


would write to a friend in London to provide a 
ready furniſh'd houſe for my reception, till 
* things were ſettled and I ſhould refolve whe- 
ther I would reſide in ton or country: — ac- 
„ cordingly he did fo, and when we came within 
ten miles of London we were met on the road 
* by the lawyer, who, as I have fince diſcover'd, 
© was his chief agent in every thing; — he con- 
<© ducted us to a houſe in Jermin-ſtreet, which 
«© was indeed very neat and commodious. 
© It was late when we arriv'd, but I did not 
< fail to ſend the next morning to my two Guar- 
% dians and couſin ®***** who all came to fee 
*© me the ſame day, and expreſs'd themſelves in 
very affectionate terms;—1 preſented my Tu- 
* tor to them, as a perſon for whom my fa- 
ther had a high eſteem, on which they treat- 
„ed him with that reſpect they ſuppoſed him to 
% deſerve. . 
© I now enter'd into a ſcene of life altogether 
© new to me: — ſeveral diſtant relations, whom 
* I knew only by their names; and many other 
« gentlemen and ladies, who had been acquain- 
ted with my mother, came to pay their re- 
© ſpects to me; — all my mornings were taken 
up with meſſages and compliments, and all 
* my afternoons with receiving and returning 
5 vitits. --- How ſtrange was the tranſition ? --- 
& from being confined to the narrow ꝓrecincts of 
n lone country manſton, I had now the whole 
* metropolis to range in; -— inſtead of the grave 
* leflons of two old men, my ears were now 
„ continually fill'd with the flattering praiſes of 
* addrefling beaus  --- inftead of having nothing 
& to amuſe my hours, new diverſions,---new en- 
* tertainments, crowded upon each moment, and 
I was inceſſantly hurried from one pleaſure to 
E 3 „ another, 
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© another, till my head grew giddy with the 


* whurl of promiſcuous delights. 

* As I was young, not ugly, and look'd upon 
« as a rich heireſs, prepoſals of marriage were 
« every day made to me, all which I communi- 
„ cated to my Tutor; but tho* many of them 
« were much to my advantage, he always found 
«© ſome pretence or other for refuſing his conſent, 
« and I accordingly rejected them, to the ſur- 
« priſe of all who knew me, and the great diſſa- 
« tisfaction of my beſt friends. 

«© He was not, however, half pleaſed with the 
« gay manner in which I lived, and as ſoon as my 
© affairs relating to my eſtate were ſettled, would 
* fain have prevail'd upon me to return into the 
„ country; but I had too high a reliſh for the 
« diverſions of the town to pay that regard to 
* his advice I had formerly done; and, inſtead of 
„ complying with it, quitted the houſe I was in, 
© hired another upon leaſe, and furniſh'd it in 
«© the moſt elegant manner I could: he grew 
very grave on my behaviour; but as I kept firm 
& to both the engagements I had made with him, 
he had no pretence to complain of my actions 
« in other matters. 

« For a time indeed, my head was not the 
« leaſt turn'd towards marriage; — I thought 
© no farther of the men than to be vain and de- 
& lighted with their flatteries ; — happy would 
& it have been for me had I continued always in 
* this mind; but my ill fate too ſoon, alas! prefen- 
© ted me with an object which convinced me, that 
« all the joys of public admiration are nothing, 
* when compared to one ſoft hour with the youth 
«© we love, and by whom we think we are be- 
loved. 

I believe there is little need for me to ſay that 
* this object fo enchanting to my ſenſes was the 
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young the handſome, the accompliſh'd Amaſis: 
— the world, to whom he made no ſecret of the 
paſſion he profeſs*'d for me, was alſo witneſs in 
what manner I received it ; — we appeared to- 
gether in all public places; — I treated him 
in all companies with a difference which ſhew'd 
the eſteem I had for him: — my friends ap- 
proved my choice, and the union between us 
was look'd upon as a thing abſolutely deter- 
mined, that many believed the ceremony was 
already over, when, to their great ſurpriſe, 
they ſaw at once that we were utterly broke 
off, and in a very ſhort time after, the un- 
grateful Amaſis become the huſband of ano- 
ther. 

«© My tutor, on perceiving me inclined to fa- 
vour Amaſis more than I had ever done 
any of thoſe who had hitherto addreſs'd me, 
began to rail at him, and tell me a thou- 
ſand ridiculous ſtories he pretended to have 
heard in relation to his conduct; — I fill 
retained too much reverence for this wick- 
ed man to contradict' what he ſaid, but net 
enough to enable me to conquer my paſſion; 
— I loved Amaſis, and continued to give him 
daily proofs of it; — this ſo incenſed him, 
that he told me one day, — that he wonder'd 
I would encourage the courtſhip of a man 
whom I never muſt expect to marry.” —* Why 
not, fir, anſwer'd I, neither his birth nor tor- 
tune are inferior to mine.” —* Suppoſe them 
ſo, rejoin'd he, the moſt material thing is want- 

ing, Which is my conſent.” — When I gave 
you that power over me, ſaid I, you promiſed 
never to thwart my inclination.” I did fo, 
reply'd he; but, to be plain with you, I then 
expected all your inclinatior: would be in fa- 
vour of myſelf.” — © Yourſelf! cry'd I, more 


© * ſurpriſed 
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* ſurpriſed than words can deſcribe.” — © Yess 
* Alinda, reſumed he, methinks the thing ſhould 
not appear ſo odd to ; — call back to your 
* remembrance the familtarities that have paſs'd 
© between us, and then juſtify, if you can, to 
© virtue or to modeſty, the leaſt deſire of giving 
* yourſelf to another man.” 

4 Rage, — aſtoniſhment, and ſhame, for the 
4 folly I had been guilty of, ſo overwhelm'd my 
4 heart at this reproach, that I had not power to 
* ſpeak one word, but ſtood looking on him with 
% a countenance, which, I believe, ſufficiently 
« expreſs'd all thoſe paſſions, while he went on 
* in theſe terms: 

© How often, continued he, have you hung a- 
© bout my neck whole hours together, and by the 
© warmeſt fondneſs tempted me to take eve 
© freedom with you but the laſt, which if I had 
© not been poſſeſs'd of more honour than you 
© now ſhew of conſtancy, I alſo ſhould have 
© ſeiz'd, and left you nothing to beſtow upon 
6 a rival” 

The ſtorm which had been gathering in my 
<« breaſt all the time he was ſpeaking, now burſt 
„% out with the extremeſt violence; — I raved, 
© and loaded him with epithets not very becom- 
ing in me to make uſe of, yet not worſe than 
© he deſerved; — he heard me with a ſullen fi- 
& lence; but when I mention'd the - cruelty and 
„ and baſeneſs of upbraiding me with the follies 
* of my childiſh innocence, he told me, with 
&« a fſneer, that he would adviſe me not to put 
„that among my catalogue of complaints.“ — 
© For, ſaid he, the world will ſcarce believe, that 
© a lady of fourteen, fifteen, and fixteen, had 
© the fame inclinations in toying with a gentle- 
man as a baby has with its nurſe. 

« I would 


* 
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“I would have reply'd, that the manner in 
© which I was educated kept me in the ſame igno- 
© rance as a baby; but ſomething: within roſe in 
* my throat, ſtopping the paſſage of my breath, 
* and I ſunk fainting in the chair where I was 
* fitting : — whether he was really moved with 
ce this fight, or only affected to be fo, I know 
* not; but he ran to me, uſed proper means to 
* bring me to myſelf, and on my recovery 
© found myſelf preſt very tenderly within his 
% arms: — his touch was now grown odious to 
& me, — I ſtruggled to get looſe ;”” . Be not 
© thus unkind, cry'd he, holding me till faſter, 
© you once took pleaſure in my embraces, you 
© have confeſs*d you did; oh then recall thoſe 
© ſoft ideas, and we ſhall both be happy.” 
© No, anſwered I, breaking forcibly from him, 
what then was the effect of too much innocence, 
would be now a guilt for which I ſhould deteſt 
myſelf as much as I do you.” --- © I ftill love 
you, ſaid he.“ Prove it then, cry'd I fierce- 
© ly, by giving me up that writing which your 
© artifices enſnared me to ſign, and ceaſe to op- 
© poſe my marriage with Amalis.” --- No, ma- 
© dam, reply'd he, if you perſiſt in the reſolution 
© of marrying Amaſis, half your eſtate would be 
© a ſmall conſolation to me for the loſs of you; 
and you cannot ſure imagine me weak enough 
© to reſign my claim to the one, after being de- 
© prived of the other.” 

I had not patience to continue this diſcourſe, 
© but retired to my chamber, where, throwing 
«© myſelf upon the bed, I vented ſome part of 
e the anguiſh of my mind in a flood of tears; 
« after which, finding ſome little eaſe, I began 
© to reflect, that tormenting myſelf in this man- 
< ner would avail nothing, and that I ought ra- 
« ther to try if any poſſible means could be found 
7 E 5 « for 
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* for extricating me from the labyrinth I was en- 
© tangled in. 

« Accordingly I aroſe, — muffled myſelf up 
«© as well as I could to prevent being known,— 
© took a hackney coach, and went to the cham- 
4 bers of an eminent lawyer; — I related to him 
« all the unhappy circumſtances of my unhappy 
© cafe, concealing only the names of the perſons 
& concern'd in it; — he liſten'd attentively to 
c what I ſaid, and when I had done, aſk'd me 
« of what age I was when enter'd into that en- 
« gagement I now wanted to be freed from; 
& which queſtion I anſwering with ſincerity, he 
* ſhook his head, and told me that he was ſorry 
* to aſſure me I could have no relief from law, 
* and that the beſt, and indeed the only method 
« J could take, was to endeavour to compromiſe 
tc the affair with the gentleman. 

I return'd home very diſconſolate, and was 
&* above a week without being able to reſolve on 
% any thing; but my impatience to be united to 
* the man I loved, and at the ſame time eaſed of 
of the preſence of a man I hated, at laſt deter- 
„ mined me to follow the lawyer's advice; —I 
« ſent for my wicked tutor into my chamber, — 
& talked to him in more obliging terms than I 
& had done ſince the firſt diſcovery of his de- 
« figns upon me; but repreſented to him the ab- 
« ſurdity of thinking of marrying me himſelf; 
«© — and concluded with telling him, that if he 
% would cancel the engagement between us I 
„ would make him a gratuity of a thouſand 
« pounds, and alſo be ready to do him any other 
« ſervice in my power, | 

He rejeQed this propoſal with the greateſt 
* contempt.” — © You are certainly mad, A- 
* linda, faid he, or take me to be fo; — a thou- 
© ſand pounds would be a fine equivalent, indeed, 
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© for half of your eſtate, jewels, rich furniture, 
© plate, and whatever elſe you are in poſſeſſion 
© of; to all which your marriage will give me an 
© undoubted cla.m, and I accordingly ſhall ſeize * 
< — Suppoſe I never marry, cry'd I.” — Be it 
ſo, anſwer'd he, I muſt ſtill continue to live 
with you; and what you offer for my quitting 
you does not amount to five years purchaſe of 
my ſallary and board as your chaplain. 


« Theſe words making me imagine his chief 


© objection was to the ſmallneſs of the fum 1 


it would be in vain for me to tempt him with 
* any offers of that kind; — that no conſidera- 
tion whatever ſhould prevail with him to depart 
from the agreement between us, and he would 
« always hold me to my bargain. 

The determined air with which he ſpoke 


any farther at that time; — the next day, 
*© however, and ſeveral ſucceeding ones, I fail'd 
© not to renew the diſcourſe; but tho” I made 
uſe of every argument my reaſon could fu 
«© ply me with, — tho” JI wept, pray'd, rav'd, — 
by turns cajol'd and threaten'd, all I could fay, 
al I could do was ineffectual, and the more 
I labour'd to bring him to. compliance, the 
more ſtubborn his obſtinacy grew. 


« To make any one ſenſible what it was 1 


c ſuffer'd in this cruel dilemma, they muſt alſo 
& be made ſenſible to what an infinite degree I 


& loy'd the man whom it was now impoſlible for 


© me to be happy with, and both theſe are inex- 


c preſſible; — I ſhall therefore only ſay, that 1 


« was very near being totally deprived of that lit- 


e tle ſhare of reaſon heaven had beſtow'd upon me. 
4 Amaſlis, 


told him I would double, nay even treble it, 
for the purchaſe of my liberty ; but he told me 


this, made me think it beſt not to urge him 


6 
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& Amaſis, to whom I had confeſs'@ the tender- 
* neſs I had for him, was all this whit continu- 
* ally ſolliciting me to complete out mien; — 
* one day, when he was more than ordinarily 
<c prefling on this occaſion, and my heart being 
very full, I cry'd out, almoſt R. > Go knowing 
* what I fad,” — © Oh, Amaſis, you know not 
* what you aſk, when you aſk me to marry 
© you” — © This exclamation furpris'd him; 
but having begun, I now went on.” — © You 
expect, ſaid I, an eſtate of twelve hundred 
* pounds a year; but I will not deceive you, you 
find me worth only the half of what you have 
* been made to hope.” — © When I made my 
* addreſſes to the lovely Alinda, anſwer'd he, 
© I had no eye to the fortune ſhe might bring 
* me; — but wherefore this fruitleſs trial of my 
© love? — your guardians have ſhewn me the 
* writings of your eſtate, and I know to a ſingle 
© hundred what you are poſſeſs'd of.“ Suppoſe, 
* rejoin'd I, that I ſhould have previouſly diſpoſ- 
© ed of the one half of what otherwiſe our mar- 
© riage would have given you? — © I will ſup- 
© pole no ſuch thing, reply'd he, it cannot be.'— 
kf Ie both can and is, ſaid I, burſting into tears, 
* I have unwarily enter'd into an engagement, 
* by which I forfeit the. moiety of all I am miſ- 
© treſs of, even to my very jewels, if ever I marry 


- © any man, except, on certain conditions, which 


© condition I am now well affur'd I never can 
obtain.“ 

© Death and hell, cry'd he ſtarting up in a 
© fury! — What condition, — when, where, — 
© to whom, on what account was this engage- 
© ment made!” — © Shame would not let me 
«© anſwer to theſe interrogatories, and I remain'd 
& in a kind of ſtupid filence.”” — * If by any ar- 
© tifices, purſued he, you have been * to 
6 
* 
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© ſign a compact of this wild nature, unfold the 
© whole of the affair, and depend that either the 
© laws or this avenging arm ſhall do you juſtice.” 
„Ino repent that I had fo raſhly divulged 
* any part of this fatal fecret, — not but I ſhould 
* have been glad to have had my wicked tutor 
* puniſh'd; but I knew that on the leaſt attempt 
made for my redreſs, he would infallibly ex- 
© poſe the follies I had been guilty of in regard 
© to him; and when compared to that, the lofs of 
& Amaſis, — my fortune, or even my life itſelf, 
& ſeem'd a leſs terrible misfortune ; — for this 
c reaſon, therefore, I refuſed the intreaties of a 
* beloved lover, aud ſcreen'd the villainy of a 
& wretch who moſt my foul abhorr'd. 

© In fine, I would reveal no more than I had 
© done, — Amaſis left me in a very ill humour, 
ce and the next morning I received a billet from 


him containing theſe ſtabbing lines: 


To Miſs AlIxp Aa . 
c MAD AM, 

T Have been conſidering on the amazing ac- 
« count you gave me laſt night; and as you 
cc refuſe to diſcover either the perſon with whom 
* you made this engagement, or the motives 
& which induced you to it, can look on it as no 
C other than a contract with ſome gentleman, 
© once happy in your affections; — a ſecond- 
* hand paſſion neither ſuits with the delicacy of 

4 my humour, nor to encroach upon the rights 
4 of another with my honour : — I ſhall there- 
c fore deſiſt troubling you with any future viſits, 
« but ſhall be always glad to hear of your wel- 
« fare which I deſpair of doing till you prevail 
« upon yourſelf to be juſt to your firft vows; 
& ſacrifice the affection you have for me to the 


& obligations you are under to my rival; — I 
oh yield 
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yield to his prior title all the late glorious, 
* hopes I had conceived, and wiſh you more 
* happy with him than it is now in your power 
© to make 
© Your humble ſervant, 
« AMAs 18.“ 


« Here ended all my hopes of happineſs ; — 
ec all the ſoft ideas of love and marriage vaniſh'd 
&« for ever from my breaſt, and were ſucceeded 
« by others of the moſt dreadful nature :— for 
& ſeveral weeks I abandon'd myſelf to grief and 
« to deſpair; but pride at length got the better 
«© of theſe paſſions; and, to conceal the real 
« ſituation of my heart from the enquiring world, 
« I all at once affected to be madly gay, and 
ran into ſuch extravagances, as, without being 
& criminal in fact, juſtly drew upon me the ſe- 
« yereſt cenſures. 

« But nature will not bear a perpetual violence, 
--- grief and deſpair were the ſtrongeſt paſſions 
in me; --- in the midſt of dancing, drinking, 
revelling, tears were ready to ſtart from my, 
eyes, and ſighs from my boſom, which, when, 
I endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, recoiPd upon my 
heart, and ſhook my whole frame with the 
moſt terrible revulfions ; --- the marriage of 
Amaſis ſeconded the blow our parting had gi- 
« yen; --- I could no longer diſſemble what I 
„ felt, --- no longer appear the giddy thoughtleſs 
« libertine, but flew from one extreme to the 
c other; — I now would fee no company, ſhut. 
© myſelf up in my chamber, denied acceſs to 
« my beſt friends, and never went abroad but to 
* viſit the hoſpitals and prifons:---i never ſuffer d 
& Le Bris to come into my preſence; and I be- 
* lieve, perceiving me fo reſolute, he would now 
© have accepted of a ſum of money to have __—, 
| | ot 
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„ ted my houſe entirely; but I had now done 
& with the world, --- had loſt in Amaſis all I va- 
te lued in it, and would not give the monſter, 
&*© whom I juſtly look'd upon as the ſource of all 
* my misfortunes, any more than I was compell'd 
& to do, --- his bare board and fallary. 

% Behold, by theſe memoirs, the beginning 
© and progreſs of my miſeries, --- the end is near 
at hand, death is already buſy at my heart, and 
allows no time to apologize for the errors of : 
* my conduct; — pity is all my aſhes can ex- | 

| 


298 
CHAP. VIII. 


Contains a very brief account of ſame paſſages ſub- 
ſequent ta the foregoing flory, with 22 
remarks upon the whole, | 


4 very well that ſolidity has but a Nv | 
ſmall ſhare in the compoſition of the lady 1 
whom Alinda had intended to entruſt with the vi 
publication of her memoirs, I thought the ſureſt 8 
way of having the will of the deceas'd per- Y 
form'd, was not to trouble a perſon of her cha- 'Y 
rater with the perufal of them, but to take = 
the opportunity of my Inviſibleſhip to pFeſent 


them to the world myſelf, which I accordingly Mn 
have done. 1 
And now, as I doubt not but the reader will be | a 
glad of being inform'd of ſomewhat farther con- | 
cerning Le Bris, I ſhall relate ſuch particulars as F 
have come to my knowledge. 1 
It muſt be concluded that this unworthy pre- 1 


ceptor, in looking over the papers of Ali had | 
either not obſerved, or afterwards forgot, that the mn 
ring he had juſt taken from among her jewels' | 
was the very ſame mention'd in her letter to her 
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friend, otherwiſe he would certainly have had 
cunning enough to have replaced it where he 
found it. : 

Mr. ****** ſoon recollecting what his couſin 
had faid to him in regar this little legacy, 
and miffing it from her 'otfier trinkets, made a 
ſtrict enquiry what was become of it: Le Bris, 
having had her keys in his poſſeſſion, was one of the 
firſt interrogated, and on being ſo, boldly reply'd, 
that ſuch a ring had been beſtow'> upon him by 
Alinda. --- How can that be, cry'd the other,--- 
© when but three days before her death ſhe be- 
© queath'd it to a lady of her acquaintance, and 
© infiſted on my promiſe of delivering it to her?” 
© .-- She muſt then be delirious, ſaid the parſon ; 
© but however that might be, heaven forbid I 
© ſhould detain what is even ſuſpected to be the 
© right of another; and with theſe words pre- 
ſented the ring to Mr. , who received 
it from him without the leaſt ceremony. 

This affair, notwithſtanding the hypocritical 
manner in which the ring was return'd, gave Mr. 
#$##*#* room to imagine there had been ſome 
foul play in relation to Alinda's effects: the 
ſteward prov'd, by his books, that he had paid 
into her hands a week before her death, two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds in ſpecie, and more than 
twice that ſum in Bank-bills, being arrears he had 
receiv'd from the tenants ; — it ſeem'd unlikely 
to them that ſhe could have diſpoſed of the mo- 
ney, much leis have any occaſion to change the 
bills in ſo ſhort a time; — orders were therefore 
ſent to the Bank to ſtop the payment of ſuch 
numbers till further notice ; but the precaution 
came too late, — the per ſon who ſecreted them 
had been already there, and converted all his pape 
into caſh, | 
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The heir, however, was confident that he had 
been defrauded; — he conſulted council upon it, 
who all adviſed him to have recourſe to equity: 
— whether Le Bris had any hint given him of 
what was intended to be done inſt him, or 
whether his own guilty conſcience made him on 
apprehend it, is uncertain; but be that as it 
may, he had not the courage to ſtand the teſt of 
examination, — he fled the kingdom, after hav- 
ing thrown aſide that robe, which, had he been 
known for what he tru was, would long be- 


fore have been ſtripp'd off his ſacrilegious 
ſhoulders. 
But Providence would not it him to en- 


joy his ill-got ſpoils, nor a life he had devoted to 
ſuch wicked purpoſes ; — defigning to turn tra- 
der at Jamaica he embark'd for that place ; — 
but the veſſel being overtaken by a ſtorm, was 

loſt almoſt in ſight of ſhore, and he with many 
other, perhaps 100 guilty perſons, periſh'd in the 
wreck :— this laſt piece of intelligence I received 
from his mother, who, tho” he had ſupported 
during the life of Alinda, to prevent being ex- 
poſed by her clamours, he now left — 
deſtitute and ſtarving in an extreme old 

Thus did the vengeance of heaven at laſt over- 
take the wretch, who, beſides his other impieties, 
had been guilty of the moſt cruel ingratitude and 
breach of truſt, in impoſing upon the ſimplicity of 
a young creature committed to his care, and utter- 
ly deſtroying all the views of his generous Patron 
and Bene factor. 

As for the unfortunate Alinda, tho? it is cer- 
tain her conduct cannot be wholly juſtify'd, yet, 
according to my opinion, neither ought it to be 
wholly condemned; — it would be paſſing too 
ſevere a judgment, to impute the fondneſs ſhe 
expreſs'd for her wicked tutor to a wanton incli- 

nation: 
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nation: — if we conſider the various arts of her 
ſeducer, — the commands laid on her by her fa- 
ther to love and obey him as himſelf ; — the man- 
ner in which ſhe was brought up; — the perfect 
ignorance ſhe was kept in of the cuſtoms of the 
world, and how other young ladies behaved, we 
ſhall find that theſe are all of them very ſtrong 
pleas in her defence, and not forbear pitying the 
miſtakes of ſuch artleſs innocence. 

I wiſh as much could be alledg'd in her behalf 
on the ſcore of her behaviour after breaking off 
with Amaſis ; — the exceſſes into which ſhe ran, 
in order to conceal the diſquiets of her mind for 
the loſs of that favourite lover, too evidently ſhew 
that ſhe ſacrificed two of the moſt valuable cha- 
raQeriftics of woman-hood, — her prudence and 
her modeſty, to one of the very worſt, — her 

ide. 

2 * can I offer any thing in vindication of the 
laſt ſtages of her life, if convinced of her error, 
in being perpetually among a promifcuous unſe- 
lected company, it was flying to an almoſt as in- 
excuſable an extreme, to ſhut herſelf from her 
beſt friends, and avoid the fociety of thoſe whoſe 
converſation might have diſſipated her chagrin, 
and at the ſame time improved her underſtand- 
ing; — to do this ſeems to me, I muſt confeſs, 
to have more the ſavour of deſpair, than of vir- 
tue or true fortitude. 

There was, doubtleſs, a certain giddy propen- 
ſity in her nature which wanted to be corrected by 
reaſon, — example, — precept, — authority, and 
the rudiments of a good education, all which ſhe 
was deny d; and it muſt therefore be acknow- 
ledged, that both her faults and misfortunes were 
entirely owing to the caprice and credulity of her 
father, and the baſe deſigns of the perſon appoint- 
ed to be her governor and inſtructor. 

The END of the FigsT Book. 


INVISIBLE SPY. 


BOOK I. 


CHAP. I. 


The Author by the belp of bis Invi ity, bas diſ- 
cover d ſuch a contraſt in the behaviour of two 

married — of diftinftion, as be thinks would 
be the utmoſt injuſtice to the public to conceal. 


Lacentia, after a long and moſt paſſionate 
courtſhip, was at laſt wedded to Dalmatius; 
— ſhe brought him an ample fortune, a very 


— ſhe had  fludied all the duties of a wife before 
ſhe became fo, and afterwards practiſed them in 
the ſtriteſt manner : — whenever ſhe found him 
ay, ſhe heighten'd his good humour by her own 
f prightlineſs; and when fullen and perverſe, as 
was too often the caſe, ſhe endeavoured to diſſi- 
pate his chagrin either by playing on her ſpinnet 
or telling him ſome diverting ſtory : — without 


| ſeeming 


agreeable perſon, and an unblemiſh'd character; 


1 o | s \ — 9 = 
= _ — — — * = __ 
— * ; = = N n — > - 8 i 
4 — 8 5 + 
_—_— 2 — 7 a 
2 K OY MA - 
| LEY 4 - . _ _— - — => - — — —- - = 
. 27 . 1 2 


— — ——ñ———— [Ü—»-ęVyç 4 —0 — g— — — - 


—— —— a — — - 
— . — 


92 The Invifible Sp x. 


ſeeming to conſult his , ſhe always took 
care to put ſuch diſhes into her bill of fare as ſhe 
had perceiv'd he fed upon with moſt ſatisfaction: 
Whatever company ſuited his taſte were ſure 
to be often invited by her, and entertain'd with 
the greateſt marks of eſteem and complaiſance : 
her whole thoughts, indeed, were taken up 
with obliging and making him happy : — ſhe had 
no will, —no inclination of her own, — both 
were entirely regulated by his; and, to add to 
all this, ſhe was an excellent economiſt, under- 
ſtood the management of a family perfectly well, 
and knew how to make a grand appearance with 
leſs expence than ſome others are at who are ac- 
counted contemptibly parſimonious. 

What would ſome huſbands give to be bleſs'd 
with fo virtuous, ſo tender, ſo endearing a com- 
panion ? Dalmatius, inſtead of placing this jewel 


next his heart, hung it careleſly upon his ſleeve; 


either not knowing, or not regarding the true 
value of it. : 
During the courſe of ſeveral Inviſible Viſitations 


I made at their houſe, never did I fee him treat 


her in any degree proportionable to her merit; 
— when in his beſt humours, he return'd the ca- 
reſſes ſhe gave him only with a cold indifference ; 
but when any thing abroad had happen'd to thwart 
his view, either of pleaſure or ambition, no man 
could behave with more churliſhneſs at home: 
but the manner in which this couple behaved to 
each other will beſt appear from their own words, 
which I ſhall give a ſhort ſpecimen of on two diffe- 
rent occaſions. 

They were to go out together one day, to call 
on ſome friends who were to accompany them on 
a party of pleaſure. — the landau waited at the 
door, — he had juſt finiſh'd drefling, and ſent up 
to know if his wife was ready; —the —_— 
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could be ſcarce deliver'd before ſhe came flying in- 
to the room, on which the following dialogue en- 
ſued: 

Placentia. * I hope I have not made you wait 
© for me? 

Dalmatius. © Not at all, —it wants ſome mi- 
© nutes of our appointment ; but I know you wo- 
© wen are generally ſo long in equipping your- 
© ſelves, that! was willing to ſend a meſſenger to 
© haſten you. 

Placentia. © I ſhould know but little of the 
© value of time, if I waſted much of it in dreſſing. 


© Like you, — that's an odd queſ- 
5 1 well as ever I did.“ 

Placentia. I ſhould be miſerable if I did not 
© think you did; — but I mean, how do you like 
6 my cloaths? — you fee I am all in new. 

Dalmatius. you indeed? I ſhould have 
© ſeen nothing of it if you had not told me: —1 
© never mind what women have on.“ 

Placentia, * Then I am diſappointed, my 
© dear; for I aſſure you I conſulted your fancy 
© more than my own in the choice I made of this 


« filk, as I have heard you ſay an hundred times, 


© I believe, that you thought blue and filver the 
© moſt agreeable mixture that could be.” 
| Dalmatius. So it is; but it may not happen 
© to become every body; — however, I muſt do 
© you the juſtice to ſay, you look well enough 
m it, and I believe every body will think fo.” 


ſpeaking this ſhe took hold of his hand and 
kiſs'd it with the greateſt warmth of affection; — 


he return'd the favour with a flight ſalute _ 
er 
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her cheek, then looking on his watch, ſaid he be- 
lieved it was time to go, and went down ſtairs, ſhe 
following. | 
The truth of the affair is this: — Dalmatius is 
not only vain and infolent in his nature, but alſo 
amorous and inconſtant to an exceſs; tho” he no 
longer had any eyes for the charms of his fair 
wife, his heart was but too ſuſceptible to thoſe of 
other women. — Miranda for ſome time engroſs'd 
all his devoirs; nor could her being married to the 
moſt intimate of his friends reſtrain him from 
making his unlawful addreſſes to her; nor the 
vow ſhe had taken at the holy altar, deter her 
from gratifying an inclination he had found 
way to inſpire. . 
e huſband of this lady is a man of ſo much 


indolence and fo little delicacy, that he never 


ves himſelf the leaſt concern about what plea- 
| his wife may indulge herſelf in, provided ſhe 
offers no interruption to thoſe he takes himſelf ; 
there are ſome, indeed, who ſay that on their 
marriage they mutually agreed to allow each o- 
ther a perfect latitude in this. point; — but be that 
as it may, Miranda ſeems under no apprehenſi- 
ons of her conduct being called in queſtion by 
him. 

Her amour with Dalmatius ſoon became ſo no- 
torious that it was in the mouth of every one; 
— Placentia herſelf was the laſt that gave credit 
to it; — that excellent lady would not ſuffer her 
heart to entertain ill thoughts of the man whom 
ſhe was bound to love, nor could any thing but 
the teſtimony of her own eyes have convinced her 
of the guilty truth. 

Miranda came to viſit her one day when ſhe 
happen'd to be abroad ; but Dalmatius being at 
home the preſence of his wife was little wanted; 
—— ſhe ſoon return'd, however, and being told 

k that 
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that Miranda was above ran haſtily up to receive 
her; but not finding her in the room where com- 
pany were uſually introduced, yet thinking ſhe 
heard the murmur of voices very near, ſhe 
ſteppꝰd towards the place whence it ſeem'd to pro- 
ceed, and peeping through the key hole of an ad- 
jacent chamber, ſaw her huſband and the lady in 
a poſture ſuch as could leave her no doubt of their 
criminal converſation. 

The ſudden ſhock at firſt transſix d her feet ;— 
but preſently recovering herſelf, ſhe retired from 
the guilty ſcene and went into her own chamber ; 
where, ing her woman at work, ſhe order'd 
her to go immediately down and forbid the ſer- 
vants to take any notice of her being come home: 
I hear, ſaid ſhe, that Miranda is below, and 
© Tam not very well and would not ſee any com- 
© pany at this time.” 

The woman being withdrawn to do as ſhe was 
commanded, Placentia threw herſelf into an eaſy- 
chair and fell into a profound reſvery; —I was 
preſent all this while, but my Belt of Inviſibility 
did not enable me to penetrate into her thoughts, 
till ſeeming as if determin'd on ſomething ſhe had 
been debating within herſelf, ſhe roſe ſuddenly 
from her ſeat and burſt into theſe words: 

Placentia. * No, — he ſhall never know I 
© think him falſe; much leſs that I have detected 
© him : —reproaches would avail me nothing, 
© and might harden him in his crime; — I am his 
© wife, —we muſt always live together, or be 
© ſubjected to the ridicule of a laughing and cen- 
© forious world: — prudence, therefore, as well 
© as duty, commands me to conceal the ſhameful 
© diſcovery I have made; and rather endeavour, 
© by added tenderneſs, if poſſible, to reclaim him, 
and oblige him to ſee I am atleaſt as worthy of 
© his affection as Miranda.“ 1 
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L left her in this reſolution, and found that for 
ſeveral days ſhe ſtrictly adhered to it; excepting 
only that ſhe could not fo far diſſemble her untaſ- 
neſs as to be able to receive Miranda in the man- 
ner ſhe had formerly done; ſhe therefore deſiſted 
from making her any farther invitations to her 
houſe, and always excuſed herſelf from accepting 
any ſent to her by that lady. 

his was enough, however, to give the lovers 
ſome apprehenſions that ſhe ſuſpected their in- 
trigue 3 — but Miranda was of too vain and gay a 
temper to feel any inquietudes on this ſcore; and 
the ungrateful Dalmatius, finding himſelf treated 


by his wife with the ſame love and complaiſance as 
ever, gave himſelf not the trouble either to exa- 
mine, or be under the leaſt concern whether ſuch 
a behaviour proceeded from her ignorance of his 
fault, or her diſcretion in overfooking it. . 


pro l 
ES mera the affecti- 
ons of her huſband were ineffectual, began 
grees to grow more remiſs in her cares of 
not that ſhe ever departed from 
duties of a wife ; — ſhe only ceaſed 
of thoſe which, as the caſe ftood between 
might juſtly be cald works of 
to have a great route at 

ſhe was going to ſend cards to 1 
, Dalmatius came into the 


merly done with ſubmiſſion. 


Dalmatius, 2 madam, that 
Miranda 
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Miranda is left out among the number of your 
< gueſts?” | 
Placentia. I had forgot her.” 
Daimatius. It is well then that I reminded 
© you; — but methinks a lady of her rank and 
character in the world might well have deſerved 
© a place in your remembrance.” 
Placentia. It may be ſo; — but one cannot 9 
invite every body.” - 
: Dalmatius. * When dy is invited to 
© our houſe, eſpecially on theſe occaſions, it 
.* would be the utmoſt abſurdity to leave Miranda 
© out ; — therefore I infiit upon her coming for 
your own fake.” 
Placentia. © Oh, fir, you need not give your- 
* ſelf any trouble on that ſcore, I am certainly a 
judge how to behave to my own acquaintance z 
but if you are ſo deſirous of having Miranda = 
© here'to-morrow, the beſt way is for you to ſend 7 
* card as from yourſelf; I doubt not but the 
invitation will be full as agreeable, and as readi- 
© Iy comply'd with. 
' Dalmatius. © You talk in an odd manner, ma- 27 
dam; and now I think on it, — I met Miran- 
* da the other day inthe Park, and ſhe complain'd 
| to me of a ſtrange change in you towards her; 
E chat you have never return'd the laſt viſit ſhe 
* made you;— have ſcarce ſpoke to her in an 
public aſſembly, and feem'd to ſhun her preſence 
as much as poſſble. — Pray what is the mean- 
ing of all this” 
Placentia. * That, fir, is 2 queſtion which 
perhaps neither you nor ſhe would thank me for 
* anſwering directly. 
- Dalmatius. © I underſtand you, madam, how- 4 
* ever; — you have got notions in your head not | 
. -$1] ing in you to indulge, nor worthy any 


—_— — ” _— . = 7 —— bk. 4 — 
" * 


* e endeavours of mine to expel ; I would only 
Vol. I. F © have 


3 * 
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* have you be wiſer, and conſider that of all do- 


© meſtic animals a jealous wife is the moſt con- 


© temptible.” 

He flung out of the room with theſe words, and 
all the tokens of diſdain and indignation in his 
countenance, leaving Placentia in a confuſion not 
eaſy to be deſcrib'd ;—I could perceive, how- 
ever, by the geſtures of that unhappy lady, that 
ſhe repented having gone ſo far, yet knowing 
herſelf the only injured, could not yield either to 


recede from her reſolution on the account of 


Miranda, or make uſe of any attempts to ſoften 
ſo ill founded a reſentment in her huſband. 

It is now faid that his amour with Miranda is 
on the decline ; — that a new face has utterly e- 
clipſed all the charms he lately found in hers; 
and that Placentia has at leaſt this conſolation un- 
der her misfortune, to find that no one beauty 
has the power long to retain the heart the has loſt; 


— ſo juſt are the poet's words: | 


© When fix'd to one, love ſafe at anchor rides, 

© And dares the fury of the winds and tides; 

© But loſing once that hold, to the wide ocean 
© borne, 

© It drives at will, to ev'ry wave a ſcorn. 


Marriage, tho” a ſacred inſtitution, — tho* or- 
dain'd by heaven to beſtow the ſupremeſt felicity 
we mortals are capable of enjoying, becomes the 


ſevereſt curſe, when ſouls ill ſuited to each other 


are join'd in its indiſſoluble bonds; and it too of- 
ten happens, that thoſe who by nature and edu- 


cation are qualify d to give and receive the grea- 


teſt happineſs, are render d the moſt miſerable 


through the perverſeneſs of a bad temper'd part- 
= 


r. ä 
Montelion has been twice matried; — he has 


merel 


which 
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experienced both all the contentments, and all 
the inquietudes of that ſtate, with women of hu- 
mours as widely different as light and darkneſs; 
— I had almoſt faid, as heaven from hell: — his 
firſt lady, as ſhe was excell'd by none in exterior 4 
perfections, fo ſhe was equall'd but by very few 
in the more valuable endowments of the mind ; . 
— his life, while in poſſeſſion of this ' treaſure, 

| was one continued ſcene of harmony and love; a 

| but ſoon, alas, the bliſsful proſpect vaniſh'd! — 

, the fair, the virtuous, the tender Erminia died ; 

and, to add to the misfortune of her diſconſolate 
huſband, left no pledge behind her of their mutu · 

| al affection. 

Though in that ſeaſon of life when amorous 

| flames are at their higheſt bent, thoſe of Monteli- = 

| on ſeem'd all buried in the grave of his dear Er- 44 

N minia: — he remain d for ſeveral years the lonely 

| occupier of a widow'd bed; — at laſt, however, 

the ardent defire of having an heir for his eſtate 
got ſomewhat the better of his melancholy, and 


p determined him on a ſecond venture. 
By. In the choice he made he conſulted neither for- 
tune nor beauty; — the one, indeed, he wanted 


not ; — and as for the other, fince his Erminia's 
death, all women were equal to him, and he re- 1 | 
, garded the lovely and unlovely with the ſame in- = 7, 
ö difference; — he therefore marry'd Ferocia, 1 
> merely becauſe ſhe was one of the daughters of a 
r 


+ eo RE TYP * . 


fruitful family, and likely to anſwer the only end 


; which induced him once more to become 2 

G huſband. | 

z Every body was aſtoniſh'd at theſe nuptials, and 

0 much more ſo on the knowledge of Ferocia's be- 4 

C haviour afterwards ; — but I ſhall prefent my 3-4 
reader with the character of this lady, as it was 

8 given by an impartial hand in a letter to a friend. 

d Ferocia, now the wife of Montelion, is a wo- 7 
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man plain in her perſon, — weak in her under- 
ſtanding, — capricious and fantaſtic in her hu- 
mour, — unpaliſnꝰd in her manners; — and, what 
is worſe than all, inſufferably vain and infolent 
on her new dignity, without one grain of true 
love or gratitude for the man who has raiſed her 
to it. 

My Gift of Inviſibility aſſiſted me in provi 
the truth of the above in all its parts; — further 
will not pretend to fay; for tho? it is a vulgar A- 
dage, that, Where there is no modeſty, there 
© is little ſign of honeſty ;* and I have heard ſe- 
vere cenſures paſs'd upon her virtue; yet I never 
could make any diſcoveries to her prejudice on 
that ſcore, and am apt ta believe, that the ram- 
pant airs ſhe gives herſelf among the men, are, 
in reality, more owing to a hoidenly than an a- 
morous diſpoſition. | 
. Montelion ſeems to fee her behaviour in the 
fame light I do; yet, for the ſake of his own ho- 
nour, cannot but wiſh ſhe would act with more 
reſerve. — They had not been married above three 
months when he was ſeiz'd with a fit of the gout 
which confined bim to bis apartment; — Ferocia 
came in cover'd over with jewels and blazing like 
a ſtar; and, without expreſſing any concern for 
his indiſpofition, told him that ſhe was going to 
PrimwelFs route; on which enſued the fol- 
lowing dialogue between them: 
| Ma I flatter'd myſelf, madam, with 

having the happine(s of your company at home 


© this evening, as I ara not in a condition to ſtir 


.* out.” 

Feroacia. Oh heavens! I ſhould make the 
'* worſt nurſe in the world: What good would 
* my ſtaying do you? 
Aﬀeontelion. © A great deal, * 
I need 
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a need ſay no more to engage you not to leave 


© me. 

Feracia. Indeed, my lord, I muſt go, I 
© have given my iſe.” 

Montelion. 2 You will be eafily excuſed ; — 
© nobody will MG... a wife on a party of pleaſure, 
© when they know her huſband is confined 
pain. — Come, my dear Ferocia, you m 
not think that ſtaying at home one night is an 
act of too much complaiſance to a man who 
* would refuſe nothing for your ſatis faction.“ 

In ſpeaking this he drew her gently towards 
him, and gave her two or three very tender kif- 
ſes; but in doing fo a little ſnuff he had between 
his thumb and finger happen'd to ſcatter on her 
glove ; on which ſhe ſtarted from him and return- 
ed his kind expreſſions in theſe terms: | 

| Ferucia, © Piſh, how filly this is? — you have 

© ſpoiFd my gloves with your naſty ſnuff. — Here 

© John, William, run one of you to my dreffing- 

© room and bid Faddle bring me a pair of clean 
© gloves in a minute.” 

a * Don't put yourſelf into a paſſion, 

my dear, but fit down and reſolve to oblige 
6 3 for cards, and we'll have a game 
0 at picquet.” | 
She made no reply, but hung down her head, 
and ſtood counting the ſticks of her fan till Faddle 
came into the room. 

Ferocia. Where are the gloves ?? 

Faddle. * Madam, I thought the fellow was 
© miſtaken when he bid me bring gloves, as your 
ladyſhip had juſt now a clean pair.” 

Montelion. * Aye, Mrs. Faddle, there is no 
© occaſion; rather get your lady's night dreſs 
c ready; for ſhe alk. lv fog and does 
© not go abroad.” 

Feracia. * Indeed I both muſt and will, my 

F 3 lord. 
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lord. Do you imagine that becauſe you are 
* ſick I muſt mortify myſelf, and be mew'd up 
* with you till I am ſick too? No, —no, I am 
not weak enough to comply with fo unreaſona- 
dle a requeſt; therefore adieu till morning, I 
* ſhall ſcarce ſee you till that time, and hope I 
* ſhall then find your lordſhip better.“ 

She waited not for any reply he might have 
made, but flounced out of the room, follow'd by 
her woman. — Montelion ſoon after heard the 
footman call'd to attend her ladyſhip, and the cha- 
riot drive from the door. — How would ſome 
huſbands have reſented ſuch uſage, even from the 
moſt lovely of womankind ? yet Montelion bore it 
without any ſhew of impatience, from one en- 
dow'd with no charms to excite either love or 
reſpect ; — his tameneſs, however, is not owing 
to any meanneſs of ſpirit in him, but rather to his 
good ſenſe ; — he does not care to have his domeſ- 
tic affairs become the talk of the town, nor to 
come to an open rupture with the woman he has 
made his wife; and having in vain eflay'd all the 
means that prudence and good-nature could ſug- 
geſt, to bring her to a more reaſonable way of 
thinking, he has at laſt given over the attempt; 
— ſeems not to regard whatever ſhe does, but en- 
deavours to loſe the thoughts of his private diſ- 
quiets in the toils of public buſineſs. 


CHAP. IL 


Relates a cad wa — 6 of bi- 
gotry . —_— 


Othing is ſo deſirable as religion, — nothing 
ſo truly amiable as piety ; — what bleſſin 
does it not diffuſe to all who are within the 

of its influence ? — from it all other virtues are 
derived, 


The Inviſible Se v. 103 


derived, and by it alone are enabled to act with 
vigour ; — yet how often have we ſeen this hea- 
venly quality perverted into its very oppoſite ; 
and, from the ſpirit of meekneſs, benevolence, 
mercy, charity and univerſal love, become 
the ſpirit of pride, contention, envy, hatred and 
perſecution ; — like the arch-an "who, ſtand- 
ing neareſt to the throne of glory, precipitated 
himſelf into the loweſt hell. 

Bigotry and ſuperſtition are the fureſt engines 
which the ſubtle enemy of mankind makes uſe of 
for our deſtruction ; — all other crimes carry their 
ſtings with them; conſcience reproaches us for 
doing amiſs, and we fall not again into the like 
without extreme remorſe and ſhame ; but the man 
22 of this holy frenzy of the mind glories in 

perſeverance, becauſe he looks upon it as the 
higheſt virtue. 

But this, indeed, is not an age in which errors 
of this nature much abound ; — it has been much 
more the faſhion of late years, for people to laugh 
at and contemn all the duties of religion, than to 
be too warm in the ice of any of them; — 
there are, however, fome few examples of the 
contrary extreme, a melancholy proof of which I 
am now about to give. 

A gentleman, whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh by — 
name of Flamimo, had attain'd to the 
without having been known to be 8 
thing which could call in queſtion either bis jw 
nour, good nature, or good ſenſe; — he had li- 
ved careſs'd by his friends, reſpected by his ac- 
ance, and almoſt adored by his tenants and 
ndents ; — he had one ſon and one daughter, 
and having loſt his wife in bringing the latter into 
the world, he never ventured on a ſecond bed, but 
laid out all his cares on the education of theſe two 


darlings of his foul. f 
F 4 Adario, 
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Adario, for ſo I ſhall call the fon, having fi- 
niſh'd his ſtudies to the ſatisfaction of all thoſe 
who had the charge of inſtrufting him, in order to 
complete the fine gentleman, was ſent to make 
the tour of Europe, under the care of a diſcreet 
and experienced governor. — Iſabinda, the daugh- 
ter, remainꝰd at home with her father, and being 
extremely beautiful, and miſtreſs of every accom- 
pliſnment befitting her ſex and rank, attracted 
the love and admiration of as many as had oppor- 
tunity to be witneſs of her perfections. 

Being ſuch as I have deſcrib'd, it may eaſily be 
ſuppoſed, that, in a town like this, there were not 
a few who declared themſelves her lovers; Ly- 
fimor was among the number of thoſe who had the 
leaſt to fear, and the moſt to hope for, in his ad- 
dreſſes to her; — he had an agreeable perfon, — 
was deſcended of a good family, and was heir to 
an eftate adequate to his birth : — he had been 
fellow-ſtudert with Adario, and though, being 
ſome years older, he had left the Univerſity be- 
fore him, they had always kept up a correſpondence; 
— he was introduced to the acquaintance of the 
ſiſter by the intimacy he had with the brother, who 
faiPd not, before he went abroad, to recommend 
his friend's pretenſions to her in the ſtrongeſt 
terms. | 

He it was, indeed, who alone had the ſecret to 
pleaſe her; — her young heart preſently diſtin- 
guiſh'd him from all his rivals; but her modeſty 
and diſcretion would not permit her to give him 
any marks of the peculiar regard ſhe had for him, 
till authoriz'd to do ſo by the perſon who ſhe had 
always been taught to conſider as the ſole diſpoſer 
of her fate. 

L uxſimor, who had alſo been bred in the moſt 
ſtrict obedience, made not his court to Iſabinda 
without 
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without having firſt communicated the paſſion he 
had for her to his father, and received his appro- 
bation ; — the two old gentlemen had afterwards: 
an interview on this occaſion; and Flaminio, be- 
ing perfectly ſatisfy'd with the propoſals made by 
the other, readily gave his conſent, on condition: 
his daughter, whoſe inclinations he ſaid he would: 
never go about to force, ſhould have no objection 
tothe match. 

The ſame evening, as they were fitting toge- 
ther at ſupper, Flaminio related to his daughter 
all that had paſs'd between him and the father of 
Lyſimor ; and added, that he look'd upon him as 
a very deſerving young fellow; — that his birth 
and fortune were unexceptionable ; and that if ſhe 
had no averſion to his perſon, he ſhould be hear- 
tily glad of an alliance with him. 

ſabinda bluſh'd like the ſun juſt peeping from a 
cloud, on hearing her father ſpeak in this manner, 
and could ſcarce recover herſelf from the glad 
ſurprize enough to tell him, that fince he was. 
pleaſed with ſuch an union ſhe ſhould be all obe- 
dience to his will ; — ſhe ſaid no. more, but the 
ſoft confuſion ſhe was in, and the joy which ſhe 
could not reſtrain from ſparkling in her eyes ſuf- 
ficiently teſtified how much her inclinations cor- 
reſponded with her duty. — Well then, reſumed 
© he, from this time d receive Lyſimor as 
© the perſon by heaven and me ordain'd to be your 
© huſband.” 

I leave it to my fair readers to conceive what 
delightful images muſt fill the mind of Ifabinda,. 
after this ſanction to an affection which hitherto- 
ſhe had not dared to indulge, yet had it not in her 
power to ſubdue; — for my own part, tho? I was 

ſent during all the - converfation ſhe had with 
— car head, I left the houſe when ſhe 
retired to her chamber, which ſhe did more early 


F 5 than 
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than ordinary that night, I gueſs, to have an op- 
1 a looſe to the tranſports of her 


„ the joy he felt on being ac- 
quainted with what his father had done for him, 
was very much allay*d by the perfect ignorance he 
was in of having made any impreſſion on the heart 
of his charming miſtreſs ; — he went to viſit her 
the next day, hoping, yet trembling for the e- 
vent; but ſoon the lovely maid put an end to his 
ſuſpence, by aſſuring him, that for his ſake alone 
ſhe could refolve, without reluctance, on chang- 
ing her condition. 
only the lovers themſelves, but both their 
parents alſo ſeem'd equally impatient for the con- 
ſummation of theſe nuptials ; — a ſhort day was 
appointed for the celebration ; — the articles of 
ſettlement and jointure were drawing up ; — new 
habits, — new coaches, — new equipages, — all 
neceſſary preparations were carrying on with the 
utmoſt expedition, when lo! — a ſudden and un- 
expeQed ſtorm bore down at once the pleaſing 
proſpect of their hopes, — for ever daſh'd their 
expected joys, and ſpread a laſting ſcene of deſo- 
lation and deſpair. — How vainly, alas, do we 
depend on mon happineſs ? — the gaudy bubble 
fleets before us like the wind, — eludes our graſp, 
and mocks the idle chace, — as by Robert 


Howard juſtly expreſſes it, 

+ Short uncertain rig and pomp of mri 
0 New turns and changes ev'ry 
0 Are of conſtant chance, the co 

Soon ſhe gives, ſoon takes away, 

© She comes, embraces, nauſeates you and parts. 
| Flaminio, from being the moſt chearful, good- 
yatur'd man that could be of his age, became all 
. " at 


t arts.; 
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at once transform'd into the moſt ſullen, gloomy 
and diſcontented ; — from expreſſing the utm 
eagerneſs for his daughter's wedding, he now ap- 
pear'd wholly negligent of every thing relating to 
it: — when the father of Lyſimor, and the law- 
yer employ'd to draw the marriage writin 
went to his houſe, he order'd his ſervants to lay 
he was from home; — made ſeveral 3 
carry back the things he had beſpoke for the ſo- 
lemnity; — and, in fine, put an entire ſtop to all 
he had been ſo ſollicitous in forwarding. 

The father of Lyſimor began to think himſelf 
affronted by this proceeding; and both the lovers 
were amazed and troubled beyond deſcription at 
it; but tho” the gentleman came once or 
twice every day to viſit his dear miſtreſs, Flami- 
nio fo carefully avoided his preſence. that he could 
get no opportunity of complaining to him, and 
Ifabinda was too much terrified by the unuſual 
auſterity of his looks to have the courage to open 
her lips to him on this ſcore. 

She was one afternoon alone ts the fore parlour, 
waiting the approach of Lyſimor, when her fa- 
ther, who was in a back room, call'd her to him 3 
— ſhe immediately obey'd, and on her entrance 
was accoſted by him in this manner: 

Flaminie.. * Well, Iſabinda, I ſuppoſe you ex- 
© pe Lyſimor here preſently ” 

| Tſabinda. * Yes, fir, — it is near the hour 
© when he generally viſits me.” 

Flaminio. His company may be. ſpared at this 
© time; — I have ſomething to ſay to you, and 
© would not be interrupted ; — I have therefore 
© given orders to the ſervants to tell him, when 
© he comes, that you are gone abroad.” 

Iſabinda. He will ſearce believe that; — 
« becauſe I promiſed to take a walk with him in. 
* the Mall after tea; but if you require my _ 

dance 


=, 
— —ͤ — — * 
Py 
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* danee I will diftmiſs him the fame moment he 


© comes.” 
. No, it ſhall be as I have faid ; — 
if you marry him will have rtunities e- 
r 22 it 
* will be beſt for you not to have ſettled your af- 
* feQtions upon him.” 
 Tſabinda. * Sir, I ſhould never have enter- 
« tain'd the leaſt thoughts of marrying either him 
* or any other man without firſt received 
* your commands to do fo.” 
Flaminio. However that may be, — 
* we think moſt near, are often the fartheſt from 
« * beg accompliſh*d ; — and for that reaſon a 
her he 
has done 


events 


young maid ought never to diſpoſe of 
© till it is accompany'd by her hand. 
Iſabinda. * T hope, fir, that Lyſimor 


- © nothing to forfeit the good-will you once had 


for him? 

Flaminis. * No, no, I have nothing to fay a- 
inſt the youn - — and ſhould ſhi! 
e of him for a ſon-in-law ; — but ——.* 
Jjabinda. * But what! I beſeech you, fir, keep 
© me not on a rack more cruel than death.” 

Flaminio. *© I am ſorry to ſee you ſo much 


© concern'd on his account; — I d to have 
* found you more indifferent; but, r in- 
© clinations are ſo deeply engaged, w from 


L der on fo your u- 
nion.“ 

Jabinda. Ah, fir, what prevents it 

laminic. * A father's everlaſting happineſs or 

© miſery.” 

Theſe words, the emphaſis with which he ut- 
ter'd them, and the horror that appear'd in his 
— frighted the Loy young levy almoſt 


The Invifible Se v. 109 


the meaning of what ſhe 
heard, the moſt terrible ideas came into her mind, 
and made her rather dread than wiſh an explana- 


tion. 

She ſtood pale as a ghoſt, and motionleſs as a 
ſtatue, white her father, greatly agitated, walk'd 
backwards and forwards in the room with i 


and diſorder'd fieps: 


give you that compoſure 
© lone enable you to ſupport chearfully whatever 
8 — —ü—ñ—ñœ— 

She went to her chamber as commanded ; but 
whether to pray or weep I will not pretend to in- 
form my readers: —I remain'd with Flaminio 
while he ſtaid below, which was not long, then 
follow'd him up to his cloſet, where he ſhut him- 
ſelf in, plucking the door fo haſtily after him 1 
had not time to enter; but peeping through the 
key-hole, I faw he had thrown himſelf proftrate 
on the floor, with his hands and eyes lifted-up to 
Heaven, ſeeming very earneſt in devotien; — I 
left him in this poſture, and return d home much. 
ed at what I had ſeen and heard. 

mpatient, however, to get ſome farther light 
into an affair which at preſent appear d ſo myſte- 
rious to me, I went the next morning to Flami-. 
nio's houſe ; — I enter'd Iſabinda's chamber with 
a ſervant who was ing in a diſh of chocolate; 
— that unhappy lady was fitting leaning her el- 
bow on a table and her head upon her hand, —- 
her eyes red with the 1 


ſymptoms of deſpair and grief about her; — but 
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nothing being to be learnt here I went in ſearch 
of Flaminio, whom I found in his drefſing-room ; 
— he was in a muſing poſture, but had a counte- 
nance much more ſerene than the day before; — 
I had not been many minutes with him before he 
rung his bell for a footman, whom he order'd to 
fetch Habinda to him ; — ſhe preſently came, and 
I was witneſs of the following extraordinary dia- 
Flaminio. © Sit down, my child; —I was to 
© blame to leave you in the perplexity. I did laſt 
© night; but it was occaſion'd only by my too 
great tenderneſs ; — l could not eaſily reſolve to 
© tell you a thing which I fear'd would make you 
© wiſh Thad lov'd you leſs.” 
 Tſabinda. Sir, I have always look'd upon your 
Y _ affection to me as the greateſt bleſſing 
© of my life.“ 
_ Flaminio. I believe you have; and I had ne- 
ver any cauſe to think you did not return that 
< affeQion with an adequate proportion of filial 
© Joveand duty.” 

Iſabinda. * | flatter myſelf, fir, that no one 
of my actions has ever ſhewn the contrary.” 

Fiaminio. * None, indeed, my deareſt child; 
< .— I ought not therefore to have doubted of 
© your ready compliance in a thing on which my 
« foul's eternal depends. — Tell me, my 
© Tabinda, would you not willingly forego a tri- 
« fling ſatisfaction to aſſure your father's happineſs 
6 e 4 
Iſabinda. I ſhould elſe, fir, be ſtrangely un- 
8 — goodneſs you have ſhewn te me.” 

Flaminio. © Well then, my deareſt Iſabinda, 
© I will no longer heſitate to make thee the con- 
© fident of a ſecret which hitherto has never eſ- 


< cap'd my own boſom; — it is a ſtory 1 
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© much furprife thee; — but ſee thou mark me 
— . q CEP EET TIE 
6 relate.” 

Habinda. You may be certain, fir, I wilt 
© beſo,” 

Flaminio. * Know then, thet dad into the 
* country to take poſſeſſion of that eftate which 

© you have heard devolved on me by the death of 

* my uncle, I fell into the acquaintance of a young 

© lady in the neighbourhood, called Harriot ; — 
« the was handſome, — I had a heart entirely 
free, and I became, as I then thought, vio- 
* lently in love with her; but marriage being a 
thing of too ſerious 2 nature to be agreeable to 
© my inclinations at that time, the addreſſes I 
made to her were extremely private; — ſuch as 
© they were, however, ws 4 ſucceeded but too 
* well; and, on my promiſing to make her my 
< wife, "obtain'd all the gratification my paſſion 
« could require. 

Having finiſh'd the buſineſs which had 

© brought me thither, I ſet out ſoon after on my 
© return to Londen ; — Harriot took leave of me 
© without much regret, being to follow in a few 
days with her father and the whole family, the 
* winter ſeaſon coming on: on her arrival ſhe 
« ſent me immediate notice, and I provided a 
proper place for our private interviews, which 
6 Lan: wo. ſeldom, 9 
unſatiated. 

* Perhaps her youth, her beauty, and, above 
all, the extreme tenderneſs. ſhe had for me, 
6 might haveengag'd me for a much longer time, 
© had not the charms of your dear mother ren- 
« der'd all thoſe of the whole ſex beſides con- 
+ temptible in my eyes: — I ador'd her from the 
« firſt moment I beheld her, — the flame ſhe in- 

< ſpir'd me with was widely different from what I 
© hadever felt before; marriage was no More a 
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* bugbeas to me; — on the contrary, I burn'd, 
I languiſh'd to be link'd in thoſe glorious 
© bonds with a perſon of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd merit, 
and the means of attaining that felicity en- 
Ei all my thoughts. 
118 
a poor Harriot, and when her repeated fol- 
© licitations drew me ſometimes to her, my be- 
© haviour was fo cool, ſo chang'd from what it 
* was, Gat ſhe could not but fee into the cauſe ; 
« — in fine, ſhe grew jealous, inquiſitive, and 
7 
ears, reproaches, and complaints, now fur- 
3 to quarrel; — I told 
© her I would ſee her no more, and indeed ſhe 
put it out of my power to break my word; for 
in three days after we had in this man- 
© ner the died, — not without ſome ſuſpicion of 
© poiſon, as I have heard it whiſper d; — but 
© whether ſhe had recourſe, in reality, to any 
© fach deſperate method to rid her of a life ſhe 
© was grown weary of, or whether grief alone- 
did the work of fate, T know not; but am but 
© too certain, that however that might be, my 
© ingratitude was the cruel cauſe, though ſhe was 
© too generous ever to declare it, and not one of 
© all her numerous kindred or acquaintance had 
© the leaſt intimation: of the intercourſe that had 
deen between us. 
The ſhock I felt on the firſt intelligence of 
this ſad cataſtrophe is inconceivable. and would 
9892 — wy, 


gaining her conſent to — mar- 
riage, and the hurry of pleaſures attending that 


_ © folemnity, * 
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© to leave room for any other ſenſations than 
© thoſe of joy and tranſport. 
© Events once obliterated from the mind, by 
others of greater conſequence to our happineſs, 
ſeldom or never recur to it again: — a long 
ſucceſſion of years paſs'd over without any re- 
membrance of the unfortunate Harriot ; and it 
is but very lately that the thoughts of her have 
begun to trouble my repoſe. 
* But heaven would not ſuffer me to be always 
© dead to a juſt ſenſibility of the crime I had been 
MG of; — not many nights ago, whether 
eeping or awake I cannot pretend to be poſt- 
© tive, I ſaw, — at leaſt I thought I ſaw, the fi- 
* gure of that injur'd woman ſtand by my bed- 
© fide; — I heard her too, with a voice hollow, 
yet ſonorous as an eccho, bid me repent, and 
* attone for my paſt tranſgreſſion.— How 
* ſhall I attone! cry'd I.” — © Devote to hea- 
ven the deareſt thing you have on earth,” re- 
* ply'd the phantom, and in that inſtant vaniſh'd 
from my ſight. 
© It is not poſſible for me to expreſs, much leſs 
* for you to conceive, the horrors I ſuſtainꝰd 
© after this amazing dream, or apparition, I know 
© not which to call it; but am ſince convinced it 
© was no other than my guardian angel, who, 
© under the form of Harriot, inſtructed me how 
© to attone for my crime; — and ſhould I ne- 
© gle& or diſobey his admonition, it would more 
than double my tranigreſſion and fink my ſoul 
© down to the loweſt hell.” — Devote to hea- 
« ven the deareſt thing thou haſt on earth, the 
© viſion ſaid. — Now what have I on earth that is 
© truly dear to me, except your brother and your. 
© ſelf? — I have examin'd well my heart, and 
© find that of the two you fit the neareſt there; 
© — it is you therefore, my Iſabinda, that is 
ordainꝰd 
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© ordain'd to be the facrifice; — and, like faith- 
ful Abraham, I muſt ſubmit to lay my darling 
on the altar.” 
I/abinda. * O fir, you will not kill me 

laminio. * Kill thee, my child, rather would 
© I ſuffer this fleſh of mine to be torn with burn- 
ing pincers, — every limb diffocated, — my 
© breaſt laid open, and my panting heart expoſed 
© to public view, than hurt the ſmalleſt part of 
thy dear precious frame; — no, — I mean to 
* preſent thee a living facrifice on the altar of 
* piety; — to conſecrate thee to the ſervice of 
© heaven, and to make thee, while on earth, a 
companion for the ſaints above; — in fine, my 
© Ifabinda, you muſt be a nun.” 

HFabinda. * A nun, — oh heavens P 

his poor young lady ſeem'd no lefs terrified 
with the word nun than ſhe had been with that of 
facrifice ; — but my Tablets being quite full with 
the converſation already recited, and my me- 


mory a little treacherous, as I confeſs'd in the 


introduction to this work, I can prefent the rea- 
der with no farther particulars on either fide ;— 
all I can fay is, that not all the obedience Iſa- 
binda had hitherto been practiſed in, nor all her 
father's authority, nor the arguments he urged, 
could either reconcile her to the way of life he 
enjoin'd, or oblige her to fubmit to it with any 
degree of willingneſs; and that her tears and 
intreaties being equally in vain to make him re- 
cede from the reſolution he had taken, he diſ- 
miſs d her from his preſence, telling her, in a 
very angry tone, that he had now done with per- 
fuaſions, and ſhould take meaſures to bring. her 
to her duty more becoming his character as a 
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CHAP. m. 


The author finds means, tho with an infinite deal 
n. to make a diſcovery of ſome part of 
conſequences which immediately at- 
— the cruel reſolution Flaminio bad taken in 
regard to bis daughter. 


I Went no more to Flaminio's houſe that day, 
the greateſt part of it being paſs'd in tran 
cribing diſcourſe inſerted in the preceding 
chapter, and getting the impreſſton expung'd from 
my chriſtaline remembrancer : — I did not fail, 
however to repair thither the next morning ; — 
but gain'd nothing by this viſit ; — Flaminio was 
abroad, — Iſabinda alone in her chamber, and 
the ſervants, from whoſe glib tongues I might 
have expected ſomething would tranſpire, were all 
buſied in their ſeveral occupations, and ſeem'd to 
think af nothing out of their own ſphere. 

I had never yet attempted to fee how Lyfimor 
brook'd the late delays had been given to his in- 
tended nuptials, ſo now took it into my head to 
go; — a ſervant, who was carrying out a wig- 
box, gave me an opportunity of flipping into 
the houſe ; — I found the old gentleman with a 
letter in his hand, which ſeem'd to excite in him 
very great emotions; — but as he had juſt fi- 
niſh'd the peruſal as I enter'd the room, and was 
putting it into his pocket, I could not poſſibly 
know any thing of the contents; — I was not, 
however, long unfati:fied ; — Lyſimor was re- 

turn'd from a morning walk he had been taking, 
and enter'd a few moments after; — he ap- 
pear'd in little better humour than his father, and, 
when he had paid the uſual falutation, — ſpoke mn 
this manner. 
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Lyfemor. * Certainly, fir, ſomething very ex- 
© traordi muſt have happen'd to occaſion this 
* ſudden change both in Flaminio and his daugh- 
ter 3— I have been to enquire of her health this 
morning after being diſappointed of ſeeing her 
* laſt night, and have a ſecond time been deny'd 
© acceſs.” 

Father. © I could have told you that, if I had 
* known you had been there; — I have juſt re- 
© ceived a letter from Flaminio, — ſee what the 
© old coxcomb writes.” 

With theſe words he drew the letter he had 
been reading from his pocket and threw it on a 
table, — Lyfimor ſnatch'd it up with the greateſt 
eagerneſs, and found the contents as follow : 


« SIR, 
1 A* over - ruling fate deprives me of the ho- 
9 nour of your alliance, and diſpoſes of m 
« daughter in a different manner from what 
* once intended; — I muſt therefore intreat your 
* ſon will make no future viſits at my houſe, nor 
take any ſteps to traverſe thoſe defigns which 
« I am oblig'd to purſue in relation to Iſabinda. 
% As for yourſelf, fir, I hope you will impute 
* this alteration in my conduct to what it really 
is,. — an unavoidable neceſſity, and not to want 
« of reſpe& in him, who in all things elſe would 
« . readily ſubſcribe himſelf, 
„ Sir, 
« Your moſt humble, and 
« obedient ſervant, 
* FLAMINIO. 


Surprife and reſentment now ſeem'd to ſtrive 
which _— be moſt predominant in the counte- 
nance of Lyſimor; — he ſtampt, — bit his lips 
— pauſed a while, then ſpoke. 

Lyſemor. 
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Lyfimor. * This muſt be madneſs, — no man 
© in his ſenſes could poſſibly act thus. — What, 
< — after expreſſing the higheſt ſatisfaction in 
© the intended union between our families, — 
after the warmeſt profeſſions of reſpect to you, 
+ fir, [and of love ts me, to affront both in ſo 

© groſs a manner, without the leaſt cauſe given 
© on our part; — *tis unaccountable, — *tis mon- 
© ftrous; — but I cannot think Ifabinda ſhares 
in her father”s frenſy. 

Father. * Whatever ſhe does it behoves you 
* not to think on her at all; — fooner would 
I have my family extin&, and my name periſh 
© to eternity, than have a branch of that Fm 

122 on a tree of mine; — and I ſhould be 

ſorry to find you mean-ſpirited enough to retain 
a wiſh that way.” 

What reply Lyſimor would have made I know 
not, for the old gentleman was call'd haſtily out 
of the parlour to one who waited for him in ano- 
ther room. — Lyſimor, when alone, fell into a 

deep muſing, — in which he ſigh'd and frown'd 
alternately, and ſeem'd divided between his love 

and his reſentment ; — but whatever his thoughts 
were, he had not opportunity to indulge them ; 
— a ſervant preſented him with a letter. which 
he faid was brought by a porter, who deſired it 


might be given to his own hands, and waited for 
an anſwer. 


Lyſimot no ſooner faw the characters on the 


ſuperſcription than the late paleneſs in his cheeks 
was converted into the moſt lively red ; --- he 


broke the ſeal with trembling impatience and 
found it contain'd theſe lines: 


«© DrarSin, 
V father, in an unaccountable caprice, 


— — — —. 3 .2 — 
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« ſolute to make me a nun; or rather a martyr 
* of me. Prayers and tears are ineffectual to 
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move him from his purpoſe, --- I have try'd 
both in vain, and it is flight alone I can 
avoid a fate more dreadful to me than all I can 
by abandoning his protection; --- if you have 
compaſſion, --- I muſt not now ſay love, 
aſſiſt me in my eſcape : --- I have made no in- 
timacies,--- have no confidents on whom I dare 
rely in this diſtracting exigence, and there 
remain not four and twenty hours between me 
and the impoſſibility of averting the doom that 
threatens me: I am at preſent a cloſe pri- 
ſoner in my chamber, and to-morrow, early 
in the morning, am to take cdach for Dover, 
thence to embark for Dunkirk, under the care 
of a perſon whoſe vigilance I cannot hope to 
elude, and who is not to quit my fight one 
moment till I am, beyond redemption, lodged 
within the walls of a convent. --- A girl lately 
taken into the houſe, pitying my diſtreſs, has 
promiſed to get this convey'd to you, and alſo 


to greaſe the hinges of the ſtreet door, that I 
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may go out with leſs noiſe when the family are 
all in bed, which I believe will be pretty early, 
as my father is too much out of humour to ſee 
any company ; --- if you will take upon you the 
trouble to wait for me at the end of our ſtreet, 
next the ſquare, between the hours of twelve 
and one, and conduct me to ſome place where 
I may be ſecreted till the ſearch, which doubt- 
leſs will be made after me, is over, I ſhall en- 
deavour to earn a ſubſiſtance by ſuch ways as I 
am capable of and fortune ſhall preſent : --- if 
you ever truly loved me, you will not think this 
requeſt too preſuming, but rather be ſorry for 
the fad accident that Is me to make it. 
-— I beg a line, in anſwer to this, may inform 

: a — 


4 And * wretched 
4 IsABINDA. 


The lover appeared extremely touch'd with 
this melancholy epiſtle, and when he had finiſh'd 
threw his arms acroſs his breaſt, and cry'd out, 

Ly Poor Iabinda, --- what dæmon has 
taken poſſeſſion of her father's brain ! --- but I 
„ ſhould be even yet more cruel to refuſe the 
« affiſtance ſhe implores. --- No, — love, honour, 
* and generofity forbid it; whatever ſhall be 
* the conſequence I muſt, --- I will defend her 
% from the fate ſhe dreads.” 
He then call'd his footman, and bid him order 
the perſon who brought this letter to wait for an 
anſwer at ſome diftance from the houſe, leſt his 
father ſhould happen to ſee him, and be inqui- 
fitive from whom, and on what buſineſs he came. 

Having given theſe inſtructions, he ran haſtily 
up into his chamber, where I follow'd, and faw 
him fit down to his buroe and write in theſe terms: 


To IsaninDA. 


« My for ever dear Is ABIN DA, 
c. Wing are my ſufferings in this unex- 
turn of our affairs, I cannot be 
« wholly 2 while I know you have had no 
« part in the inflicting them. —- Why do 2 
„ unkindly make that a requeſt, which 
« to be convinced you might comman hes. 
ec affection ? --- I have devoted myſelf Aa — 
« your ſervice; and no change of circumſtances 
« can ever make me withdraw a heart * 
«6c 
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by fo much beauty, and confirm'd in its choice 
« by ſo much merit. — Yes, my charming Iſabin- 
« da, I am unalterably yours; and you may de- 
«« pend upon my love and honour for every thing 
* * 2 or ſhall hereafter ſtand in need 
© of: — I ſhall employ this day in procuring a 
* proper place for your reception; and ſhall an- 
„. ticipate the hours you mention to watch for 
your enlargement, which I pray heaven to ka- 

«  cilitate, and bring you ſafe to the arms of, 

deareſt Habinda, 
our ever faithful and 
«© Moſt conftant adorer, 

© LySIMOR. 


He had but juſt diſpatch'd this when his father 
came into the room, and with a voice and air vaſt- 
1y different from what he had a few minutes before 
aſſumed, ſpoke to him in theſe terms: 
| — Father I believe, fon, I have interrupted 

drefling ;—but no matter, —I bring 
© news to conſole you for the loſs of your © fe 
© miſtreſs my old friend, Mr. Combetl, the 
© banker, has been with me ;—his fair charge, 
« Emilia, comes to town next week, and he has 

« offer'd, for a ſmall premium, to make up a 

match between you;—he aſſures me ſhe is a 
* moſt lovely young creature,—is entirely inde- 
* pendent of any one, and has twenty thouſand 

— in her pocket, which is more than dou- 

Rok fortune 'you ſhould have fad with the 

ter of that Fool Flaminio.. ” 

4 or. * I am greatly indebted AR. 

„ fir, and to the conſideration Mr. Connt- 
In but, fir, you know I have 
© long lov'd Ifabinda, and you muſt give my 
'© heart ſome time to wean itſelf ſtom its former 
attachment. 

Father. 
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Father. * Pſhaw,—one woman, like one nail, 
© will drive out the thoughts of another ;—your 
© heart muſt be ſtrangely ſtupiſied, if it does not 
dance to the muſic of twenty thouſand pounds: 
* —remember, ſon, the eſtate you are to enjoy 
© at my deceaſe does not amount to quite ſixteen 
© hundred pounds per annum ; and that I have 
© been obliged to mortgage ſome part of it, to 
© diſcharge the debts your extravagant elder bro- 
© ther contracted before he died ;—Emilia's for- 
© tune will retrieve all. Well, the breaking off 

match with Iſabinda is the moſt lucky thing 
0 - eo d.“ 

Lyfimor. * But, fir, we cannot be ſure that the 
* young lady will approve my ſuit.” 

Father. * Mr. Countwell will manage that,— 
© he is a ſhrewd man,—he knows what he 
> 2 nothing without performing 
* it :—you have only to ſay a few fine things to 
© Emilia, which you know well enough how to 
© do, when once you get Iſabinda out of your 
© head.” 

Lyfimor. © Sir I ſhall aſe my beſt endeavours to 
© obey you in every thing.” 
Father. * That is well ſaid I want no obe- 


222 
This converſation being ended, I recollected 
that I had ſome affairs of my own to diſpatch, 
to think of retiring ; but was prevented 
, who walking in a continued and 
motion about the room, obliged me 
men the corner where I had placed 
not venture to ſtir leſt he ſhauld ruſh 
at e vex'd at this 
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confinement ; but afterwards rejoiced - heartily at 
it, as it gave me an opportunity of making a 
diſcovery which otherwiſe, perhaps, I ſhould hve 
found much more difficult to attain. 

* Lyſimor, after ruminating for a l 
time, rung the bell for his footman, who, on his 
entrance, received for his firſt command to ſhut 
the door; that done, he made no ſcruple to in- 
form the fellow, who I foon found was in all his 
ſecrets, of the concern he was in for Iſabinda ;— 
the promiſe he had given of taking her under his 
protection; and the vexation he was in to find 
a proper lodging for her, ſo that his father might 
not ſuſpect he had any hand in her eſcape, nor 
her own be able to diſcover where ſhe was con- 


cealed. 
To this the man, after a pretty long pauſe, re- 
Na that he had a ſiſter who was a 2 — and 
i in a very remote and obſcure part of the 
town ;—that her houſe was clean, tho* ſmall ;— 
that her family conſiſted only of herſelf, an infant 
ſucking at her breaſt, and a country girl who did 
the buſineſs of a ſervant; and added, that if the 
lady could content herſelf with ſo mean an abode, 
he was certain ſhe might remain there concealed 
as long as ſhe ſhould think fit. 


Lyſimor ſeem'd overjoy'd at this propoſal, and 
bid him go directly to his ſiſter, appriſe her of 
the affair as far as it was neceſſary, and give her 
a ſtrict charge to prepare every thing in as decent 
a manner as ſhe 
fair 


could for the reception of her 


The fellow wen to execute his commiſſion, 
and I flid round the room till I got to the 
Tone and follow'd him but not to the place where 
he was going ; for having already found, by the 
diſcourſe he had with his maſter, the name and 
fatua ton 


power te 
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ſituation of the ſtreet, I had no buſineſs to take ſo 
long a walk, till ſomething more material than 
the bare fight of it excited my curioſity. 

Lyſimor himſelf, however, was not more 

| to the time appointed by Iſabinda than I 
was to know the iſſue of this adventure ;—it want- 
ed ſome minutes of twelve when I arrived at the 
corner of the ſquare, and had but juſt poſted my- 
ſelf under a lamp, when I ſaw Lyſimor come 
muffled up in his cloak, and attended by his ſer- 
vant. „iii | 
We had not waited above a quarter of an hour 
before we - ſaw Iſabinda ſteal out of her father's 
houſe, with a bundle unger her arm almoſt as big 
as herſelf; — Lyſimor, perceiving how ſhe was 
loaded, made his man haſten to eaſe her of it; 
after which ſhe rather flew than ran into the arms 
of her deliverer, for ſo ſhe call'd him, —adding, — 
Oh can you pardon the trouble I have given you . 
—To which he reply'd, “ Call not that a trou- 
© ble which I ſhall always look upon as the greateſt 
* happineſs of my life.” 

I could hear diſtinctly little more of what they 
ſaid to 'each other, the footman being between 
us :—they walk'd very faſt through the ſquare, 
and down a ſtreet which turned from it, where a 
hackney-coach waited to receive them, and, as 
ſoon as they were enter' d, drove away with all 
imaginable ſpeed: I had neither the will nor the 
power to purſue them, ſo return'd home to reflect 
at leiſure on the paſſages I had been witneſs of. 
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of his folly in attempting a thing ſo abſurd in it- 
ſelf, as well as cruel to his daughter. 

I am ſenſible that many of my fair young rea- 
ders will be apt to quarrel with me for my ani- 
madverſions on Iſabinda's conduct in this point, 
and cry out, —if they were in her place they would 
do the ſame it is very likely, indeed, that they 
would do ſo, and full as likely that they would 
meet with ſomething to make them heartily repent 
of their inadvertency. 

There are others again, who will ſay, —that 
they can have no compaſſion for whatever misfor- 
tunes may befal a girl who thus raſhly throws her- 
felf under the protection of a man not akin to 
her; but I believe the number of thoſe who are 
fo hard-hearted will be very few, ſome 
ſt who exclaim violently againſt the 
miſconduct in public, yet make no ſcruple of 
giving themſelves the greateſt looſe in private. 

However, as people never were, nor ever will 
be all of the ſame way of thinking, it would 
doubtleſs have been the moſt prudent in me, not to 
incur the ill-will of any, to have conceal'd my 
ſentiments on this matter, and left every one to 
judge as they pleaſed:—I have been ſomething 
too open, I confeſs, and tho* my difinclination to 
waſte paper will not permit me to blot out what I 
have already ſaid, I promiſe to be hereafter more 
circumſpect, and confine myſelf to the bare reci- 
tal of ſuch facts as ſhall come within my cogni- 
zance, without pretending to intrude my own 
opinion on the motives which oceaſion'd them. 

To return, therefore, to the melancholy detail 
I am now upon ;—having little to do with mv 
time the next morning, I went to the houſe where 
I knew Ifabinda was placed for ſhelter fre. m her 
father's power I gain'd an eaſy acceſs, the door 
being open, as is generally the cuſtom in mean 

G 3 houſes : 
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houſes:---on my going up ſtairs J found the un- 


happy beauty fitting in a very penſive poſture, 


leaning her head againſt the corner of a cup- 
board which I ſuppoſe ſerv'd her for a larder, for 
I faw a ſmall flice of butter and the remains of a 
halfpenny roll ks. 5 a coarfe earthen plate ; 
frequent ſighs iſſued from her breaſt, and ſome 
tears fell from her lovely eyes :---ſtrange, indeed, 
would it have been if a young lady, bred up in all 
the delicacies of life, could have worn a chearful 
countenance in ſuch a change of ſituation ;---tho? 
as the fellow had told his maſter, the room and all 
the furniture it contain'd was extremely clean, 
and ſhew*d the houſwifry of the owner, yet 
nothing could have more he face of poverty. 
- She ſeem'd buried, as it were, in a pr 
contemplation, when the found of ſomebody 
coming up the ſtairs made her raiſe her head a 
little, probably gueſſing from whom it proceeded, 
---Lyſimor preſently appear'd, and, on fight of 
Fim, a dawn of joy overſpread her face ;---he ran 
to hex,---embraced her, and ſaid the moſt tender 
things, intermix'd with ſome expreſſions of con- 
cern, that the neceſſity of her being conce al'ꝰd left 
him not the power of providing a place for her 
more ſuitable to her merit and his affection ; — 
ſhe could not now reſtrain her tears from flowing, 
which occzſion'd the following diſcourſe : 

Iſabinda. * Ah, Lyſimor, I beg you will not 
© talk to me in this manner; but rather uſe all 
© your rhetoric to aſſiſt my weak endeavours to 
© ſuit my humour to my condition: — to be eaſy, 
© I muſt forget what | have been, and wiſh to 
© be no more than what I am.” 3 

Lyſmor. * You never can be other than the 
© moit charming and moſt worthy of your ſex. 

Ifabinda. * Alas, I have no longer any pretence 
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© to compliments like theſe; — I have now, as 
© the poet ſays,” 
No name, no family to call my own, 

But am an out-caſt, and a vagabond. 


© As ſuch I muſt hereafter live; — and that 
may loſe all remembrance of my former ſtate, 
© I have brought away my jewels and beſt ap- 

© pare], for no other end than to diſpoſe of them, 
and purchaſe others more conformable to my 
future circumſtances.” 

Lyſimor. * Torture not thus a heart to which 
© you are dearer than the vital blood that gives it 
| © motion. — Can you believe | would ſuffer you 
© to part with any of thoſe appendixes to your 
© birth and rank? — no, — I would rather add to 
© them. — Do you not know that my whole for- 
© tune is at your devotion ?? 

= inda. * ” ban fir, accept it. 

Why not "accept ? too ſcrupulous 
= curl but if you are above receiving the 
q - _ of a lover, — whatever you may 
© have occaſion for on the ſcore of a brother ;— 
© my dear Adario, I know will readily diſcharge 
© the obligation.” 

Iſabinda. © | am ſure he will; and, on that 
condition, if Providence preſents no other way 
6 __ oy ſupport, will not ore arm mrs 
e r 

Lyfimor. * Think then no more of mining 
© to any thing unworthy of your character; 


< I flatter myſelf our misfortunes are not of long 
© continuance ;—that your father will repent him 
of his cruel reſolution, and mine forget the at- 
© front offer'd to his family, and we may yet be 
happy.“ af 

Iſabinda. * I dare not 1 i diſ- 
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I yſmor. * You know not how prophetic my 
© paſſion may prove; — in the mean time I ſhould 
© be glad, methinks, to be made acquainted with 
© the motive that has cauſed this ſudden revolu- 
tion in our fate.” 

Tſabinda. © Tho' I am loth to expoſe the ſe- 
© crets, I might ſay the follies, of a father, — 
yet I can refuſe you nothing.” Io 
| Perceiving now that ſhe was preparing herſelf 
to make a detail of thoſe particulars I had heard 
before, and in a preceding chapter have commu- 
nicated to the reader, I would not ſtay to hear a 
fecond repetition, but came away and left the 
Jovers together for that time. 

From thence I went to the houſe of Flaminio, 
where I found, as I expected, every thing in dif- 
traction; — meſſengers running backwards and 
forwards; — ſome returning from their fruitleſs 
ſearch of Iſabinda, — others going to places where 
they had not before been ſent; — and the old 
gentleman himſelf ſo overcome with rage and 
grief, that he was ſcarce capable of giving the 
neceſſary orders for what he moſt deſired. | 
. Some other adventures, which I ſhall hereaf- 
ter publiſh, then falling in my way, I had no 
leiſure to make a ſecond viſit to Iſabinda for the 
fpace of near three weeks ; — but how ſhall I ex- 
preſs my concern for that unfortunate young lady, 
when on my going thither I found her in the man- 
ner I did; and that all the apprehenſions I had 
been in on her account had but too ſolid a foun- 
dation? | 

When wild defire preſides over the heart of 
man, what is his boaſted honour ? — what his 
virtue? — what his regard for the happineſs arid 
etends to love ? — 
all ſhadowy nothing, vain ideas, which, like the 
Sybil's words wrote on the leaves of trees, are 
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blown off and ſcatter'd thro” the air with every 
guſt of paſſion ; — but to proceed. 

No obſtruction being in my way, I paſs'd di- 
realy up to Ifabinda's chamber; but, finding 
the door faſt lock'd, began to imagine ſhe was 
either removed or had ventured out to take the 
dir, and was going down again, when I was pre- 
vented by the murmuring found of perſons talk- 
ing within; — I then put my ear cloſe to the key- 
hole, and eaſily knew the voices to be thoſe of 
Lyſimor and Iſabinda; on which I refolved to 
wait till the door ſhould be open'd, and in about 
three or four minutes after, the woman of the 
houſe came up with two diſhes of chocolate and 
ſome biſcuits on a plate ; — ſhe had the key in her 
pocket, and immediately gave entrance to me as 
well as herſelf. 

It was now more than paſt mid-day, yet Iſa- 
binda had not left her bed, — Lyſimor was fitti 

on the fide of it as lately riſen, having both his 
feet on a chair, without either ſhoes or ſlippers :— 
| was a little ſurpriſed at ſeeing him in this poſ- 
ture, till the chocolate being ſerved, he ſaid to the 


woman, 

Lyfimor. © Has Jeffery prepared boots, as 
© I directed laſt night? Y 
- Woman. © Yes, an your honour, — he 
© has fo beſplaſh'd them, and made the horſe”s 
© heels ſo dirty, that one would ſwear they had 
© come a journey of twenty miles at leaſt this 
morning. 

Lyſimor. * That's right ; —it would have been 
© ridiculous, after telling my father that I was 
going on a hunting match with ſome gentle- 
men, to have come home as clean as out of 
£ a lady's bed-chamber, and perhaps made the old 
© gentleman ſuſpe& ſome part of the truth: 
* but go and bid Jeffery bring up the boots.” 


— . » OW... 
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Lyſimor ſpoke this with a very gay air; but 
Iſabinda hung down her head, and on the fel- 
low's coming in hid her face behind the curtain, 
nor utter'd a ſyllable while he was in the room, 
which was no longer than to equip his maſter for 
departure. 

Lyſimor was no ſooner ready, and his ſervant 
withdrawn, than he approach'd the bed and be- 
gan to take his leave of Iſabinda with a very tender 
embrace, accompany'd with ſome ſoft words 
ſhe made no other reply for a conſiderable time 
than returning his careſſes; but at laſt broke out 
into theſe expreſſions: 

Iſabinda. * Ah, Lyſimor, ſhould you forget 
© your vows, — deſpiſe the conqueſt you have 
* gain'd, and leave me to lament my eaſy faith, 
© how miſerable, how abandon'd beyond the power 
© of words to expreſs, would be condition of 
your IfabindaP | 

Lyfimor. * Unkind and cauſeleſs apprehenſion ! 
© My deareſt love, let not the thoughts of ſuch 
© impoſſbilities diſturb your gentle breaſt; could 
I be ungrateful, after being made happy in this 
© proof — affection, I mult be loſt to all ſenſe 
© of honour, — unworthy the name of man, and 


© even to breathe vital air. 


Iſabinda. * Well then, — I muſt, — I will be- 


© heve you, — nor repent what I have done; — - 


© but tell me, when will you come again? 
Lyfimor. * To-morrow, if I can; — if not, 
© you may depend on ſeeing me next day ; — be 
* aſſured that every hour will ſeem-an age tome 
till I renew my joys: — farewel, thou ſofteſt, 
© lovelieſt of thy ſex.” | 
He went, but,.as I then fancy'd, with more 
the air of triumph than of real tenderneſs or re- 
t; — Ifabinda then call'd 


| in his 
8 66 | 
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and I left the place with a heart full of forebod- 
ings for her future fate; indeed I truly pitied the 
ruin'd maid, and wiſh'd ſhe never might have 
occaſion to cry out with Monimia in the tragedy : 


— — How often has he ſworn | 
Nature ſhould change, the fun and ſtars grow 
© dark, ' 
E' re he would falſify his vows to me? 
© Make haſte, confulion then ; — fun loſe thy 
light, 

© And ſtars drop down with ſorrow to the earth, 
For he is falſe; 

© falſe as the winds, the water, or the weather; 
© Cruel as Tigers o'er their trembling prey : 

© I feel him in my breaſt, — he tears my heart, 

© And at each ſigh he drinks the guſhing blood. 
My curioſity having receiv'd this painful ſatiſ- 
faction, I imagined not that any farther diſcove- 
ries, at leaſt that would be material enough to 
compenſate for the trouble I ſhould take, could be 
made in relation to theſe lovers, and therefore 
thought of returning no more, either to the apart- 
ment of Iſabinda, or to the houſe of Lyſimor. 

I ſhould, indeed, have endeayour'd to loſe all 
memory of this unhappy tranſaction, if the talk 
of the town had not continually reminded me of 
it; — every one was full of Iſabinda's flight: 
few, if any beſides myſelf, were acquainted with 
the motive of it; none knew to what place 
ſhe was retir'd: — and the perfect ignorance peo- 
ple were in on both theſe ſcores occaſion'd va- 
rious conjectures, and render'd the wander much 
more laſting than otherwiſe it would have been. 

But this was not all; — Flaminio, pierced 
through with grief and indignation on not being 
able to find his daughter; and perhaps too with 
ſome mixture of remorſe for the cauſe he had 


given 
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given her to leave him, fell into a violent fever, 
of which he died, after languiſhing ſome days. 
By his laſt teſtament he bequeath'd to his daugh- 
ter, if ever ſhe ſhould be found, the ſum of three 
thouſand pounds, in order, as he cauſed it to be 
expreſs'd in the writing, to keep her above the 
contempt of the world: and likewiſe, by the 
ſmallneſs of the portion, to keep her in 
remembrance of the falie ſtep ſhe had taken. 
Soon after this I received certain intelligence, 
that Lyſimor was making his public addrefles to 2 
fine young lady with a very large fortune; -—- 
J doubted not but this was that fame Emilia whom 
I had heard his father fo ſtrongly 2 
and was fired with the utmoſt impatience to 
how poor Iſabinda would behave on both theſe 
events; accordingly I went once 
houſe where ſhe had been concealed ; 
MN tment, found ſhe was 
ce; nor could all my ſearch, joi 
affiſtance of my Inviſible Belt, 
ſome time, to diſcover to what part of 
or country ſhe was removed. 


CHAP. V. 
6— —— 
A PARIO had proceeded on nue es. 

ther than Paris, when the account of his 
father's death oblig'd him to return to England 
with all poſſible expedition: ſoon after his com- 
ing I made an unſeen viſit at his houſe, where I 
found him, not like moſt young heirs, exulting 
in being the entire maſter of himſelf and fortune, 


and contriving in what kind of luxuries he ſhould 
diſpoſe 


was gone 
ined wi 
enable me, 
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% on which he his former injunction, 
* and exacted a folemn oath of my obedience 
to it; — you will therefore pardon my not 
„waiting on you, and believe that the diſcon- 
* tinuance of our acquaintance will always be 
« extremely regretted-by him who is, 
; Wich all due reſpect, 
„ 
% Your moſt humble and 
© Moſt obedient ſervant, 
„ LyYSIMOR.” 


| © Alas,” cried Adario, throwing the letter from 
him as ſoon as he had read it, how cold, how diſ- 
© tant is the air of this letter, how different from 


_ © thoſe I have been accuſtom'd to receive from Ly- 


© fimor!--- I find that by one unlucky accident I 
© have at once loſt a father, a ſiſter, and a friend. 

This epiſtle ſeem'd to increaſe his 
and he fat in a deep reſvery till the entrance of 
ſome perſons rouſed him from it, and I quitted 
the houſe, perceiving were only tenants, and 
came on buſineſs relating to the eſtate, into which 
I had no curioſity to enquire. 

I thought that I had now entirely done with 
this family; for as Iſabinda was not to be 
I expected nothing of conſequence could be learn'd 
either at the houſe of Lyſimor or Adario, fo in- 
tended to make no more viſits to thoſe gentle- 
men; chance, however, about five months af- 
terwards, changed my reſolution, aud threw ſome- 
thing in my way which no diligence of my own 
could ever have attain'd. 
As I was going one morning on my Inviſible 
— . — ts paib by the hoake of A- 
dario, — he was at the door, and about to ſlep in- 
to a -coach which waited for him, when 


4 fellow who had the appearance of a groom, 


R K K 2B 
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came running towards him, almoſt breathleſs with 
the haſte he had made, and cry d out, — © Oh, 
© fir, I have joyful news for you; — I beg your 
© honour will turn back and, hear it.“ — Theſe 
words reviv'd all my former curioſity, and, find- 
ing Adario comply*d with his ſervant's requeſt, I 
follow'd them into the parlour, and was witneſs 
of the enſuing diſcourſe : 

Groom. Oh, fir, I have ſeen my young lady.” 

Adario. * What young lady? Not my ſiſter !* 

Groom. Yes, indeed fir; — as I was goi 
© to fetch the horfe' your honour ſent me for, 
© ſaw madam Iſabinda looking through the win- 
dow of a houſe at the corner of a little lane juſt 
by Iſlington.” 

Adario. * Are you ſure it was ſhe? 

Groom. As ſure as I am alive, fir, — though, 
poor lady, ſhe is much alter'd, — very thin 
© and pale.” 

. I fancy you are miſtaken; — if my 
© ſiſter were ſo near London, ſhe would cer- 
© tainly either have ſent or come to claim the 
© legacy left her by my father, which I fi 
© the has need enough of by this time; — I am 
© reſolved to be convinced notwithſtanding. — Do 
you think ſhe lodges there? _ 

Groom. * Yes, fir, for ſhe was all undreſs d, 
© and look'd as if ſhe was juſt out of bed.” 

Alaris. And can you know the houſe again? 
Groom. © O, yes, fir; — I took particular no- 
tice of it; — there is a pretty big area before it, 
* with a hatch painted brown, and an high tree on 

each fide.” 

Alaris. Well then, — I will only ſend an 
© excuſe to the gentleman I was to meet this 
© morning, and go directly thither; — you ſhall 
© get up in the coach-box and order the fel. 
© low where to drive; — but let him ſtop 7 
0 o 


— —— © 


| and with theſe words fell back in her chair. 
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© of the houſe, that my fiſter, if it be ſhe, may 
© not be appriſed of my coming before ſhe ſees me. 
While Adario was calling one of his footmen 
to ſend on the meſſage he had mention'd, IF ran 
hn and of the ſtoves, went into a narrow dark 
paſſage, and pluck'd off my Belt; — then, hav- 
mg recovered the appearance of what I am, a 
real ſubſtance, I popt into an empty coach that 
had juſt ſet down a fare, bid the driver to follow 
wherever that went which he ſaw ſtanding at A- 
dario's door. 
Both the coaches drove with ſuch ſpeed that we 
foon reach'd the end of our little j y; — 
quitted my vehicle the moment 1 the other 
eparing to ſtop ; but tho* I made all i imaginable 
haſte to put on — Belt, I could ſcarce have re- 
—— Tr . — 
Sith Adario, if he not met with an obſtruc- 
tion in his paſſage from the woman of the houſe, 
who at firſt deny'd ſhe had any lady lodg'd with 
her; then ſai 1 nnd lng ee ther 
enquir'd for; —on reply'd with fome 
heat, — that the lady might t have po rh 
cealing her real name; — But tell her, cry'd 
ann * 1.4 bro- 
© ther, and muſt needs fee her.” — On this ſhe 
ſeem'd ſomewhat more compliable, and faid ſhe 
would go and acquaint the Jady ; — accordingly 
me went up ſtairs; but Adario was too impatient 
to wait her return, and follow'd her directly; — 
I was but one ſtep behind him, and we were both 


her 


in the room before ſhe could deliver any part of 


her meſlage. 

| Ifabinda was adjuſting ſomething about her 
dreſs before a looking-glaſs; but happening to 
turn her head juſt as Adario was within the door, 
ſhriek'd out, — * Oh heavens, my brother — 


The 


The 
dario 


es 


Iſabinc 
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The woman went to fetch ſome water, — A- 
dario ran to ſupport the fainting fair; but hap- 
pening to caſt his eyes upon the table ſaw a letter 
ying there, the ſuperſcription of which was in 
Iſabinda's hand, and addreſs'd to Lyſimor ;—emo- 
tions more ſtrong than pity at this time made him 
quit his ſiſter to examine the contents of this ſur- 
priſing billet, which were theſe : 


To Lysmor. 


% My dear, dear LysimoR, 
*© [POR ſuch you are, and ever muſt be to my 
fond doating heart; tho? I have too much 
« cauſe to fear the tender epithet is now no longer 
% pleaſing to you. — Ah, Lyſimor, how fad is 
* the reverſe of my condition | — from ſeeing 
you twice or thrice every week, I now fee you 
& not once a month ; — and even then how cold 
«© is your behaviour? — how ſhort your viſits ?— 
© how cruel is this to one who neither can, nor 
* wiſhes to enjoy any converſation but yours? — 
For pity's = if not for love, render my 
life more eaſy, at leaſt for the preſent, what» 
* ever you do hereafter ; — the infant I carry 
& within me ſimpathiſes in its mother's anguiſh, 
and continually upbraids you with convulſive 
& heavings: even if your vows of everlaſting 
* conſtancy ſhould be let ſome confidera- 
* tion of the unborn innocent, the pledge of our 
% once mutual loves, oblige you to treat with leſs 
& indifference its unhappy mother, N 

' The ruin'd IsaBIiNDA. 

&« P.S. I can no longer bear your abſence, 
cc elſe would not have troubled you with this com- 
« plaint.” 


What a letter was this to fall into a brother's 
hands !— never did I ſee a man in ſuch diſtraction. 
| — Villain, 


and bound himſelf to the performance by the 
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© — Villain, — villain Lyſimor! — wretched Iſa- 
binda, cry'd he out ;—then turning towards her; 
, —— but there needed not this in thy own 
| hand, added he, thy ſhame is but too viſible.” 
- - Habinda, who by the aſſiſtance of the woman 
was now recovered from her ſwoon, but not e- 
nough to hear what her brother ſaid, threw her- 
ſelf at his feet, and with ſtreaming eyes addreſs'd 
him in theſe terms : * a 

Habinda, * Oh, fir, can forgi con- 
hy — myſelf from you * n 

equal 


Adario. * Would to God that there were 
© reaſon to forgive the cauſe.” 

| Habinda, at this inſtant turning up her eyes, be- 
held her letter in his hand, and cry d out with the 
greateſt vehemence, 


* Iſabinda. © I am now undone, indeed, — irre- 


© coverably loſt to all hope of on or of pity ! 
T — expoſed to bin from whom of ll 
© the world it ſhould have moſt been hid.” 
Adario. % Riſe, ſiſter, and ceaſe theſe unavail nz 
© exclamations ;—your ſhame will receive no ad- 
dition by my knowledge of it ;—rather, perhaps, 
© be remedied. —But tell, —and tell me truly, — 
© has Lyſimor ever promiſed marriage to you? 
Jabinda. A thouſand and a thouſand times, 
© moſt folemn umprecations.” | 
Addario. Then he is doubly a villain ; — and, 
© if you believe him, you are doubly deceived ;— 
© hecourts another woman.” 
abinda. Indeed, of late, I have 


ſuf] 
_ © this, and often R 


often has forſworn it.” 

Adario. * Mere words of courſe : — but fay,— 
© have you no teſtimony under his own hand of the 
® promiſe he made you, either by letter or by 
© formal obligation? 

| I/abinds. 


which tt 
ſhall paſ 

W het 
di 
in my tl 
binda, o 
moſt fla 
I percei 
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dario w 
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- Tſabinda. * None, — none, alas!” / 

On this Adario bit his lips, --- walk'd two or 
three times about the room, --- then pauſed and 
ſeem'd as if debating within himſelf in what man- 
ner he ſhould behave; at laſt fat down, and tak- 
ing the ſtil] weeping Iabinda by the hand, endea- 
vour'd to * her grief. 

Adario. * Come, Iſabinda, dry your tears; 
© love and credulity have ſeduced your innocence; 
--- great has been your fault; - but yet I can- 
not forget you are my ſiſter, and that you have 
no friend but me on whom you can depend for 
conſolation: --- what is cannot be recall*d, 
but it — ent affured you ſhall 
one or other have 1 
| Wabinds. * Ah, fir, I beſeech you proceed 
© not to extremities — if by my crime you ſhould 
© be involved in any danger or perplexities, it 
would fink me quite. 

Adario. © I hope there will be no occaſion ; --- 
*L was once a man of honoury and may 

yet return to his farſt ples : on this you 
may rely, --- that I ſhall do nothing raſhly nor 
© inconſiſtent with your intereſt and reputation. 
After this they fell into ſome diſcourſe concern- 
ing the ſtrange reſolution Flaminio had taken of 
ſending her to a monaſtery, the particulars of 
which the reader being already acquainted with, 1 
ſhall paſs over in ſilence. 


When Adario took his leave, he did it with = 


deal of affection; but I was much divided 
in my thoughts, whether I ſhould ſtay with Iſa- 
binda, or follow Adario home ;---the latter ſeem'd 
moſt flattering to my curiolity, as by many tokens 
I perceived he had ſomething in his head which 
he was impatient to pat in execution. 
I was not deceived in my conjectures, wake 
dario was no ſooner in his own houſe than he flew 
, to 
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to his buroe, and without taking any time for deli- 
beration wrote this epiſtle: 


| To Lys1MoOR. 

CSIR 

* ious guilt, without thoſe commands 
" you feem ſo zealous in obſerving, might 
© well make you avoid the preſence of a perſon 
vou have ſo greatly injured :— when I recom- 
„ mended you to my ſiſter, it was in order to be- 
*© come her , — not her undoer ; — how 
** cruelly you have abuſed this confidence, let 
own heart remind you; — but I have 


preſent are to the contrary, you ſtill intend 
= do juſtice to your promiſes to Habinda, and the 
i not 


** tell you that you can repair the wisfortune you 
© have brought upon her no otherwiſe than by an 
, honourable marriage; — I am ready to fulfil 
* the made between our fathers 


I ſha glad to 

„ there to ſettle every 
you will meet 
and give me that ſatisfac- 
tion which every gentleman has a right to de- 
„ mand when he finds himſelf ill uſed : — at- 


© tend your determination, and am 


„ Yours, &c. 
© ADARIO. 


He ſent this by one of his ſervants, with a charge 
to give it into Lyſimor's own hands, and wait his 
anſwer ; — after which, being told dinner was 
ready, he went down and placed himſelf at the 
table, tho” I believe with very little appetite 2 
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for his countenance had upon it all the marks of 
the greateſt inward diſturbance, which was not at 


all lefſen'd when his man returned with this from 
Lyſimor : 


| | To ADario. 
« SIR, 


« QINCE I find you are ſo well acquainted 


with a ſecret, which, for the lady's fake, 1 
4 in kept, I think 
* myſelf obliged to deal ſincerely with you on the 
* occaſion; — you may be aſſured I can behave 
to no woman, much leſs your fiſter, otherwiſe 
© than becomes a man of honour ; — but mar- 
* riage is « thing quite out of the queition, a I am 
certain my father never would conſent to it : — 
21 on that account ever eſcaped my 
remember nothing of them, and could 
5 ear at chew ne reaetey 
ty an: excuſe for yielding: — I am forry, 
e however, for what has 'd, but you can- 
«© not be inſenſible of the frailties of fleſh and 
© blood, and muſt know, as well as I, that when 
two young people, who like each other, are 
© much alone together, ſuch accidents will na- 
« turally occur. The reſentment you threa- 
& ten, on my non-compliance with your propo- 
& ſal, appears therefore to me a little unreaſona- 
& ble; — I ſhall, notwithſtanding, be ready to 
« give you the ſatiſaion you deſire, at any 
5 appoint 

om 6 Yours, &c. 
* LyYSIMOR. 


. frnttmiznetainkgks 
heart of 2 into his face; — his lips 


trembled, eyeballs ſtarted with exceſs 
of paioa, — — rg what 


| | 
| 
: 
- 
" 


— 
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he ſhould do, but in this tempeſt r 
as follows: 


To Lrs1mos. * 
44 SIR, 
Want words to return the inſolence and in- 
« T gratitude of your reply; but have a ſword 
* at your ſervice, which I expect you will try 
* the metal of to-morrow morning about ſeven, 
in the field behind Montague-houſe : — as the 
6 + dilpute between us will admit of: no wine, 
« pray come alone, to 2 
* Apanto: 


" hf Anh at ener woes Swank. Þ 
could not prevail on to go home, till 
Adario had difpatch'd. this billet to Lyſimor, 
and the ſervant who carried: it was come back 
from that gentleman with a ſmall lip of r 
ed up, — | 


* © Adarto. 
«SIR, 
OU, may. depend that | mall not fail to 
meet you as defired. | 
« Lysneon: 


Inos quitted the houſe of Adario; but after 


| having related the pains I had already taken, I 


believe nobody will ſuppoſe [ going the 
next morning to the field, to fee the iſſue of this 
combat : — I found Adario was there firſt ; but 
tho” he waited only a very few minutes for Lyſi- 


mor, his impatience made him not forbear ſalu- 


ting him in this manner : 

Adario. I began to think, Lykmor, that the 
© ſhameof having done a baſe — warrant 
* INTER defend iti. Mes i 


" Lyſimor. 
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Lyſemor. Sir, whatever I dare do, I always 
© dare defend. 

Adario. Then, fir, this is no time for words.“ 
Lyſemor. I am ready for you, ſir.” 

ere ceaſed all farther ſpeech between them, 
and on the part of Lyſimor for ever; — on the 
ſecond Adario ran him quite thro” the body; 
— he fell that inſtant, and expired with only a 
ſingle groan z — his ſucceſsful antagoniſt ap- 
proach'd the body, and finding life was totally ex- 
tinguiſh'd, gave a ſigh or two to the memory of a 
man he once © had call'd his friend, then made the 
beſt of his way home, in.order to provide for his 
own ſecurity, which the likelihood there was of 
the challenge he had ſent to the deceaſed being 
found, render'd highly neceſlary. 

The meaſures he took, indeed, were very pru- 
dent; — he ſent immediately to hire a poſt-chaiſe, 
which was to wait for him in a ſtreet he mention'd, 
at ſome diſtance from that in which he lived; car- 
ry'd no baggage with him, but order'd a ſervant 
to follow him with it to Calais; — ſtaĩd no longer 
at his own houſe than to write two ſhort letters; 
— the one to a gentleman who had been one of 
the executors of his father's will, which being on- 

on family-affairs need not be here inſerted ; — 

e other was to his ſiſter, and contain'd theſe 
lines: 


To IsABIRDA. 
«© 818 TER, 
« JDAiling to repair your wrongs by the 1 
hoped, I have reveng'd them b . 
5s of vie lates, far wht Twp iged this 
© moment to leave my native country, perhaps 
&© for ever; — I have what the honour of 
& our family exacted from me; — it belongs to 
a you to regulate your future condut ou: 70 at 
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© tone, in ſome meaſure, for the errots 'of the 
paſt :=—to enable 506 ro" do'this,” you ought to 
«keep in etethaF reimerbfance, that the follie 
« of your fatal palſion has tot only brought the 

* obje& of it to an untimely grave, but alſo 
«'drove from all the focial joys of life, into an 
* irkſome baniſhment { land, bim 


* who * have been happy, if he had 


- been er wunu⸗ wa Vor brother, . ol 
| | Wan *"AGARIG: a 
- Thinkin he bal been ſomewhat too 


the move, be add ths ſſcri 
e 1 1007 5 — ** 


See ne 5 — 
Ehe wilf be able to inform you how to Ince] 
& for mne; — you may be aſſured I ſhall receive 
« with pleaſure any liters that bring me ati ac- 
« 8 N and, oa 
0 du eve 
aeg. APY 
be, Rs e [WA 2:1 Serie 
After having ſent this, by the who had 
Frit diſcover'd the place of her abode, and given 
ſome | inſtructions to his other ſervants, 
he horry'd om to meet the poſt-chaiſe, and 1 


W 157 

As1 had Nair. nity'd Ihbinds, I could' not for- 
bear going to Tee in what manner the ſupported 
this laſt dreadful accident ; — on my entrance ſhe 
was in and furrounded by women. and ph: 
ficians; — I gather'd from th eir diſcourſe, t tg 
the ſurpriſe and grief ſhe bad been in _had 


an abortion, accompanz d with, Wa Met dan, 
us nature: — on M next vi owe per, 
0 her youth and 1 — of ber conſtitu- 


often fe: 
ſtill con! 

I hav 
to give 
the juſtic 
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tion had got the better of her diſeaſe ; but though 
the pains of her body were removed, thofe of her 
mind ſtill remain d; — ſhe was extremely melan- 
choly, — had a thorough contempt for the world, 
and the t ts of a monaſtery were now ſo far 
from being ſhocking to her, that ſhe reſolved to 
fly * as the only afylum from cenſure and 
care. 

Accordingly, as I was afterwards inform'd, 
ſhe went, on the re eſtabliſhment of her health, 
to Paris, and enter d herſelf into the fociety of 
the Benedictine nuns, where I doubt not but ſhe 
often fees her brother through the grate, as he 
{till continues ta reſide in that city. 

[ have now finiſh'd all the account I am able 
to give of this melancholy tranſaction, in which 
the juſtice of Providence ſeems to me to be dif- 


— in ſomewhat of a peculiar manner ; 
y ſerve as a warning to our gay amo ous 


ſparks, not to become the ſeducers of unwary in- 
nocence; — eſpecially if they will be at the trou- 
ble of refleQng, how the perfidy and ingrati: ude 
of Flaminio, to the believing Harriot, was after- 
wards retorted on his own darling daughter. 


CHAP. VL 


Gives the account of an occurrence, no leſs remark- 
able than it is entertaining ; and ſhew:s that ther: 
is ſcarce any difficulty ſo great but th it it may be 
git over, by the help of a ready wit ani invention, 
f properly exerted. 


O make ſome atonement for my laſt. me- 
lancholy recital, to thoſe of my re ders 
who may not care to have their heads fi d with 
K 
Vor- L H ſent 
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ſent them with one more likely to put in motion 
erte muſcles of the free, tan 6e extort the 
falling of unwilling — 


fair had deterr'd him from entering into an ho- 
nourable witch any of the ſex; — but 
there is no-actount for change of ſentiment in 
this point, — an accident ſometimes puts that in- 
to our heads which before we never thought of, 
or perhaps had an averſion to, — as it fell out in 
the caſe of the perſon I am ſpeaking of. 
-Along — — — him 
and Murcio, a gentleman, who not ſo far 
advanced in years, had made a better uſe of his 
time, — had been married, and was the father of 
three fine daughters, — two-of whom had always 
lived with him; but the youngeſt, after the death 
of his wife, was taken from him, and woughtup ; 
under the care of un.aunt in the count or em 
| The eldeſt of theſe ladies being now about to 
be diſpoſed of in marriage, Conrade received, 
and accepted an invitation to the wedding; — 
Melanthe, filter to the bride, was a fine ſparkling 
of nineteen ; — but whether it were that ſhe 
appear*'d in reality more lovely than: uſual, at this 
time, or that the mirth and pleaſantries common 


| at fuch ſolemnities rekindled the long ſmcther'd 


embers of amorous deſire in the breaſt of Conrade, 
ſoit was, that he, who had been in the company 
of this beautiful maid without ever taking any no- 
tice of her charms; now, all at once, became ex- 
tremely ſmitten with them, — infomuch that from 
— robbed on. acquainting her fa- 
ther with his new pathov, and aftipg/ hid confent 
7 — 
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to make his addreſſes ta her which he did not at 


all deſpair of obtaining on the terms he intended 
to propoſe. | | 7 S? am (77217 m4 o 20:4, 
++ Murciothad'a pretty country · houſe at a village 
about ten or — — where he 
conſtantly went every Saturday, and ſtaid till 
Monday os: Tweſday,: * ſometimes lomger; 
it was while he was in this retirement that Con- 


rade choſe to communicate to him the bufenefs: he 


had in his head; — nocordingly-he went thither, 


and found him entirely alone; — Melanthe hav- 


ing been prevented from as ſhe was accuſ- 


tom d to do, by a violent fit ot the tooth-ach;— 


this our old lover lookꝰ d upon as a good omen, be- 


ing deſirous to engage the father in favour of his 


paſſion, . 1 of it to 


the daughter. | oligo ©, 08M bas 


He degan with fayingy/ that he now repented 
having lived fo long a batchelor; — that having 
a very large eſtate, he ſhould be glad of an heir of 
TWO. 2 — that if he could Pre- 
vail ori a young lady whom he liked to 
him, r — 2 
ob yourh boy all the mdulgencies in the power of a 
ow wok mv Px ys thus 

„told him, that if he thought proper to-bef... 
— — he would de- 
ſtre no other fortune than her perſon; yet would 
— ñ — to -what -might 
be * if ſhe brought him ten thömſand 
potin ds. „ame eee ee 
Ik is not to be imagi 


Mlereio fwallow'd this propoſal — he did not e- 


ven affect to-hefitate, or make the leaſt demur on 


accepting it; on the contrary, he reply'd, that 
nothing could afford him a ſatisſa ion 
than ſuch an alliance and that he doubted not 
Ir 'honoer he intend- 
* 2 ed 


the 


e -with ee - 


22945 Tuvifble sen. | Te 
00 ingy her own intereſt 479? 


MMO. 
Novo 
thin was | * agreed upon | Don 
1 but Murcio not being able 10 aſſure bim 
ſelf that his daughter would ſo. readily you 7 2 
be had made the lover hope ſhe would, and 

ing. that if ſhe ſhould gy e the old. duke tleman. a 


_rebuff, on ve 885 tt, it .might diſco 


- 
= 1 
4 
o 
. 1 
1811 
2 


from making à ER and perhaps. e 

whole — reſo [yea nyt to the. loſs of 
ſo advantagequs a ma leaving it to het own 
choice, ſent, à ſpepi p enger, to her . * 


„ lener, dhe contents whereof axe | theſe : 


FOEsSRY 


v SA] —* een To nau * ol 2d : 
_— "# Dx. * chte, * (090999070 _ em mor 
Y , worehy Friend  Canride 


g to you, will 3 
EXD 5 — 1 255544 but little prove 


| 5 
4 Ts eee l you 

* Ir 
e „ mateff, a diſparity 
27 N years. can be no objeRion 1 fa | 
he 


Fg 55 

much, becauſe I wou * FI ow 
ee We OOPS har 

ee, wn oyer, you in A thing. W Jou 
92 and e ill ſeceive with the ſame 


. een. pcopoſe it z knew, however, "that 
ie We every thing for your 


2 


hy 1 . WE, JE, ful 
_ = eh — N 
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aer fe 0 ebe ppu e 


IO uw ow 
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11 ˙2 . en erode be ow = TI: — 
Novo hohoq bag! Kr 3 25 S . 


on 3 qu 522148 * barg: 


* #4 20 


i gael 55 0 chair whiſe me Wis 
readi this e „ and never did I fee's r 
8 55 7 5 Weh e | 5 


the” ed 
| Far 2 cry fer 


| what 8 can 284 16 
© penſate for the part 1 7 * 2 1 A 

« wretch—then gong x little fiirther, < folly, 
© indeed, faid the, . my father ſuſpect m 7 
© obedience in fis poitit ;—death itſelf would not 
© be ſo dreadſul ta am n tompliance.'—The 
more ſhe Wb, r. the hi . her dj _ 
6 0 my dom at * raved 


0 5 —1 
We ee 3 2 


" 
2 e 


e they they a little ſoften d me 
ie paſſion, CE ER 


OT, —— 


150 OY Spy. 
cp If, - approach'd her with" "AC- 
oy ſprightlihefs. 10 51e est 185 py 


Flori Heydayz/vMelunthe,—what in the 
name of wonder makes you in this pickle ?*—is 
your favourite ſquirrel dead? or has any acci- 

dent happen'd to your laſt new peit-en-Pair ? 
or what — WLIEY Dar undet 
© has befallen you fF . 

Melanthe. * © Florimel !—what- would 1 not 
1 to be — — 9 WY 

lorimel. cendititn {—why' what do 
find to 2 yo 
Melanthe. Io have no father to controle your 
+ ations by an r —— of his au- 


U ttt g W- - 2 * 


8 $ 


4 


Why wuly, a8 rer y. theſe old 


© dads are trouble m times ; et 
ä — — hepa 


erg de 


eee on * 
the table Fo- 

On 
— took — d lay open av defir don ex 
amining the contents, ſhe could not help looking 
a fittle grave; but having finiſh dj teſum'd the 
diſcourſe with her former viv rt 


acity. - $3.) hz 
Fire. As fare 25 1 am alive bonks-ateſc 1 
Lene gevtleater are cue d brain * 
2 
4 
1 
- Oo 
<q 
47 a4 16:4 * Amrit 2 4 
Fl, . el. * 
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.  Fleramel. 8 can come of nothing, as 
. king Lear ſays in the play-—d: am jeſs ſurpris d, 
however, at your ſtupidity in ſo pe 2 
« dilemma, than I am at the folly of theſe who 
© have involved you in it, —Bleſs me, what can 
either your lover or father propoſe to them- 
© ſelves by ſuch a diſproportionable alliance, but 
© horns on the one fide, and — to . fa- 
Smily on the other.“ 

Melanthe. * No, Florimet, it mall — 
* 22284 or 

beg.“ 
2M Florimel e Look'ye, my dear, neither woekiog 
* nor ſtarving, or begging, as I take it, wil 
c with your —— „ 
* muſt be thought on 7 4 ; N 
 Adelantbe,, + What, eig? 2 31: 38 ebeb 

Florimel. Do you think, that when your, fa- 
— . Han ale an implacable aver- 
© ſion. you have to this match, he will not be 
90 2 * „%„“ꝗ — 


- : Melantbe, Impaoſſible 1 know bis temper 
well to flatter myſelf with. ſuch a hope 
6 as well think to blow. St. Paul's ca- 
© thedral from its foundation with a fingle breath, 
© as move ———ů— he has 
© once reſolved. 8 1 ö 

Hlarimel. Well eben, —=Iuppoſe feng could 
. be contrived to make Conrade himſelf fly off 

Meluntbe. That would be @ happy turn indeed; 

„Aut, dear creature, how * be bgought 


about? ende 
Flarimel. I have a » project in n dert that 
+. promiſes fair for it, 1 n 


© the execution,” 
Melanthe. * You may be ſure 1 hall. 


— © It is this yoo maſa e 
* young 


of 


0 The 75 — +4 - - ff EW 
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gallant to lie wi ;—C 
— forth? Me U Ar, in fo 


manner as to make him convinced o 


* of it; and the duce is in im if 
© Trififts on ma 5 heh 

- Mcanthe. © Fye, dul be 
nr . eee e ®. uf 
© friend ? © 2117329 39759! Sn 
Fame. « 7 —_—— F Age Þ os F 223 #2 


"hd" Wong "Hin 
1 mention.” 


yy 0 5 , Bo 5h x? 
* we you make The | 825 
PM* thou have” me 


Mel nthe. © tr arty 


© torn” proftitute to avoid marriage? 
" Plerjmel.” © No ſuch niatter —I will 
<\that de | r Tecan hall hie as bare 
; an mfatit.”” 0 189 2E 04 10 tog! 1 
de pot ee 
: = 0 271 J 
'explait' them 3 


of, and who is to 
your | Feile, 4s no other than my own 
0 individuel' ſelf:—I fhall put on's ſuit of my V- 
© ther's deaths; and de bt doubt but chat 
«— Fartt-drefs'd;; . in a my acrbutre- 
ments, 1 ſhall be handſome 'encugh to. I 
„e n b mn 
"Aelanthe:-* Sure never was fo wild a ſcheme ;' 
but yet I cannot conceive how it is to de m 
— or which it can anſwer the end 


« Ie sls eee 
S 
aſſeli oi be o- but I will ſhew you what I 
; hall write to Conrude, and that may help 1 


* enlighten 


would make, but ran to a deſk- 


bud viod ad Ar 07 e eu M4 
—— — — ——9k— ͤꝓ ũ TVD-WW- ———ů—— —lͤ ———  —— —  ——— — — 


— enen ien. wa 


— 


«+ 1 
CO Oc B— ln I 
- — — 


— 


he. td 
—— —. I I #4 > 
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3 oi 3 AUO 
« oi obs n Seni, F. r 
"is p bo * an 905 nam ” 
o fince L heard of your enen 
1 with bleſanbe L hav have been divided 
« 0 er. whetter the treachery of be 


aying a _ entruſted to rhe or by 28 


= dof nick, would be the 
23 


action: —the latter 
my duty to.inform_you,, that the lady you. are 


at 12 prevaiFd; and I think, it it 


- nr bara . nor 
e og ks are already 
_ Pots Tone 
S not 
r n bim * 


« the * mr when her 
« ther goes into the country, to be left at home, 


- 
. 


one on 
"> . — r.for, e exit of = 
"- ant: act a yo 


a : had cone was going to aſk her how the 
| 9 approv d 


ey The” Inviſible 
x re us atriva rg ben che other pre- 
Atetl Het gt = fry n 0 ne f 
"Milanthe. On the Lite hing letter! 
© Dear Florimel, if this ſhould be ſent, and Con- 
© rade ſhould ſhew it ads Aman: I believe he 
would kill me.“ 
* Florimel. * Tis poſſible he may not ſhew it; 
but if he does, you bave only to prepare 
< yourſelf for a. little ſe6|ditig and ſwearing /— 
the worſt he can do is to turn you out of doors ; 
© —and then, —to fe your own words, it can be 
but working, ſtarving, or begging. 
_ Adzlanthe. © Oh, but my reputation, Florimel ! 
Flerimel. * A fiddle of your reputation; — would 


* you. nothing to avoid being tack'd, till 
„death do“ fol 2 on Bog ſuch à lump of decay'd 
0 mortalit ?ﬀ_. beſides, when the af- 


© fair is wan and you are once got free from 
* this curſed engagement, it will be eaſy, by un- 
< ravelling the plot, to clear your reputation and 
© reconcile yo to your father into the bargain.” 
* Melanthe: * Oh, 2 if I was ſure of 
” 'A of 9084 
 Plorimel. „ {yall is fortune;-—T will lay my 
© life, that if you behave according to my direc- 
© tions, 2 thing will go right.” _ y 
| Melanthe. Well then,—tell me what 1 am 


<:10. do. 

„et- 11 the fell hace, when your ade 
© ;COMEes Forte you mult ſeem to be as — 
© ed with the match 'as he would have you be, 
© and pretend that you are mightily in love with 
«© Conrade's eſtate, whatever you are with the 
„% man z -then, as for the old wretch himſelf, 
6 N 7 nothing to do but to ſimper and look 


he makes bis ad adfrefſes, and tell him 
| bin: 1 all obe zend k te your father's wilt.” 
ntbe. This is Hthrd taſſt, and 1 am # 
* — 


FSS FELSECF 


The -Invifible 8 y Fe 155 
ill dilemabler ;---L will t 
4 12 do: but Florime l. T ore ts CON 
* that neither you nor. I, as yet, have thought} 455 
© 8 Conrade ſhould take it into his 
© head to watch the door himſelf, and draw up- 
on you in his paſſion ? 

Flarimal. What if he does, —I ſhall have 2 
* ſword, as well as he. 

_Hdelanthe, But not underſtand ſo well how 
to uſe it? 

Flarimel. I don't know that ; but ib can't 
„fight as well, I am ſure I can run much bet- 
© ter so pray do not nen on 
my account.. 

\Thele fair friends parted not gill the night v was. 
pretty. far advanced; all which time was | taken up, 
with ſettling ſome farther 2 in relation 
to their deſign.— Molly, the waiting-maid, was 
calPd in, and, after a vaw of ſecrecy, intrufted 
with the whole affair ;—ſhe ſeem'd a good ſmart 

girl, highly proper for the buſineſs ſhe was to 
= — in, and readily promiſed her alſiſt- 


"= I was, very near as impatient. as themſeltes 
* the ſucceſs of this whimſical enterprize, I 
went every day to Murcio's houſe, and found 
that Melanthe acted the part ſhe had been taught 
by Florimel ſo as to give the utmoſt ſatisfaction 
both to her father and loy R now talk'd 

weddi ing { Nemniz'd 
a it SBuld 


y being bag I made it my buſineſs 
enquire whether Murcio was gone, as uſual 
his country ſeat, and finding he was fo, and. 

Melanthe ſtaid. at home, concluded that this 
was Oo fanny which the firſt wheel of the ma- 


* - 
98 
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to dave bean. rec off hut, the- contents; were 
edo mid 52} 01 {guons mi; 2m2 yiidoul 


197% mon 151190 


75 your ſex, 4 8 d 

| N. Chu? bs. is. gone into the countbM and 

NM have made. an excuſe to be left be- 
binden at the uſual hour, and Molly 

l admit n to the arms of. 9 

b*a>dransl boiled h&ẽõMnꝗ D ο 3 4 Yours! 


-!s vr 1nd ; egit beide > brunt onen ate 

ww . thine 3 ſocvod pet of 
dhe young ladies, to; corroborate 

| had all che 22 wiſh, and was alſo 


cl) or! it anivig _ 
þ tth67 74 ere * 
RAM den 
n — whe preſents 
* . the rruur af it was 
7 An, the" #uthor”s 


to 9d of! bon on PS 
88 22 | 


ip; — — TE 5 
i gave * inten- 
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and he probably continued undetermined in this 


matter till he himſelf obliged to talk upon 
it to Murcio himſelf, who had appointed to come 
to town the next day, 1 
age- writings. 

har gentleman — having ex- 
pected him ſome hours before he came, began, 


in a t manner to 


© indeed, fir, ſomewhat beyond my time, yet, I 
© believe, ſoon enough for the — which 
© now brings me.*--- Murcio ſeem' d very much 
ſurpriſed on hearing him ſpeak in this manner; 
and poor Melanthe, who was preſent, well know 
ing that this alteration in her lover's behaviour 
was the effect of the plot concerted between her 
and Florimel, trembled for the event, and was 
no leſs ſhock'd at the thoughts how much her in- 
nocence ſuffer'd in his opinion. 

It is uncertain what return Murcio would have 
made, for. the other prevented him from fpeak- 
ing by adding to what he had faid before; --- that 
he had fomethingof a very extraordinary nature, 
and which required no witneſſes, to communi- 
cate to him; on which he made à fign to Me- 
{anthe to leave the room, and the was no ſooner 
withdrawn than Conrade tho? not with- 
out a nn ä 
theſe ters 165 

Cunradr. Dear Morcio) we hw has 8 

< friends, and I ſhould be heartily ſorry that what 
E have to fay ſhould occaſion a rupture between 
< us; --- for my own part, there is no man living 


4 nnn 


reproach his tardineſs; 
to which Conrade reply d very graveiy— I _ 


W 2 
5 


Nr e e ” 0 
ET RY AED Oo bEPSHPHDEARAY DoD oTmG, PFaARcTO 9 .# 1 


"a A ©® 


Marci. * dire, for both ce davghter has 
never made the leaſt objeQtion.? 

Cunrude. It may — — 
© ſured ſhe neither does nor ever can regard me 
with that affection which alone could make ei- 
ther me or herſelf - happy in being united. 

Murcia. A mere whim; -— a caprice'of- yout 
© own, founded only op the diſparity of years; and 
© I am amazed you ſhould think of fring off 
© from err vn qo 
© tence.” 

- » Conrade. '* Perhaps I may have others : — fup- 

« poſe I know the loves another Þ 
Marcio. Sir, I will. — ns: fack things 
che love another! — no, fie, the has been 
bred up in principles too virtuous and too modeſt, 
+ to lic hr oe on any ne, ll my com: 
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8 authority of the church make ir 
4 n to do ſo; and muſt telſ you, diry/iv 
i baſd m ybu to add to ———— 
about to give her by tradueiug her reputation. 
_ Conrade. I ſcorn the unmanly . be 
©. affured I have proofs of A Pee 
- AMurcio. Produce them then.“ 4 
. Conrade. © | will, ſince I find 1 tion 
© of my own honour depends er, 
1 ao 
In ſpeaking this he gave Murcio the ba 
had been ſent by Flocimel, which the other, after 
having careleſly petuſed, threw from him, and 
ane laid to 
L DS 41 S116 2101) wu d % 20 1 
Marcio. A —— d nee 
tate few people without ſome enemies g bur 
6 this is a piece of ſcandet' too groſs, too tupidy' 
© and the vention too ill concerted to paſs even 
© on the moſt weak and credulous- mind; and 
© ſeems rather fo nes of you. 
| © own to evade fulfilling an engagement you have 
7 © taker it into oup bend regen of. ed, 
= bare. You are free in- *% 
= © it, but I believe it „ de my dern to 
that contempt you fo treat me 
« with Do youknow the -hund-wiiting of vo 
4 ; uh | . | 
Marti Ves, certainly I do % ee. 
3 { Conrade: © Then judge er Ln TAO 
4 © and. take ſhame to rlelf for the juries 
vi © treatthefit you have given me.“ 
The reader will eaſily itagine,'that it was Me- 
Hanthe*s little billet he now pat into his hands; 
but no one can conceive, much leß am Fable to 
deſcribe the rage, the horror, the diſteaQion, 1 
the whole frame — 
Ang himſelf no longer able to refuſe giving 
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. 
that hagunge coul afford. be turn'd to Conrade, 
— Parden, me dea Conrade, ſaid he; bad an 
0 angel told me what you did, without this curſed 
© teſtimony, I ſhould not. have believed the ſary ; 
„ but {you ſfralb hate ample fatisfaQiion 3 ll 
ſurn this ſcandaluo m family; this deseiver- 
© both of you. and ma out o my dure this - 
ment; — never ])] her, — never fee her mare, 
but leave het ta the miſenies {he merits. 
He was running aut of be room, and tis pro 
bable, in the finſt emotions af his paſhon, - 
have done as he had threaten'd, if Conrade 


not withbeld bias ; dy by lone, and-pantly 
— 


m G6 down while be 558-0 
ſon' d with him in this manner: 29e 2 


- Gomrade, *: Dear Murcio, compoſe yourſelf 


© be pot. raſhl of a thing you. hereafter» 
= that the errors * 


bee. ae 
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Conrade. * No; — but L would, 
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already loft, — i loft to reputation 
* well as wir tue „„ 
On rut. Not ſo, I hepe ; all muy be 
© well, if her ſeducer can be d upon to 
repair the injury n 
© able marria 

Murcio. © A vain 

Conrade. © Tis worth attempting, at leaſt ; — 
© but farſt you muſt oblige! her to diſcover the 
© name of this too happy man; for you 'ſee, that 
© either by deſign or accident the direftion to 
© him is torn off the letter.” 

Murcio. „L proteſt, in the dikradion of my 
© thoughts, I had forgot that circumſtance; and 
I ING cn | infamous 
© ſcrawheame' into your 

On this Conrade — all the: parti 
culars he had obſerved while he had been watch- 
ing his rivaPs coming out of the houſe; and when 
he had done, in order to encourage Murcio: to 
take the advice he had juſt given to him, added 
this of the TS cui 
© Canvrutle. 22 . 7 much ver d that d hat 
not an feeing' his face; but hig 
©. back being towards me, and, beſides, having 
© the advantage of ſome twenty paces before me, 
I in vaity endeavoured to overtake him, but F 
© took great notice of his dreſs and air, and do 
© affure you he has all the of 2 man 
© of faſhion, and fuch a one as to whom you 
© could not reaſonably have refuſed your daughter, 
© even'if this accident had never 4 
Murrio. He ſhould have aft d her of me 


then; — but Iwill eall her down, and hear what 


© ſhe has to fay. — No, — I cannot, — will not 
© fee her; — know not whethes: the ſight of 
© her tnighr nor provoke "me" ts ſome deſperate 
< aRtiva.” 559 nau JI Den 10 8 u in 
Conrade.. 
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- Gannade. I think it is beſt, you ſhould refrain 
© ſeeing her, till you are more-the maſtet of your 
2 patſon ʒ — but as the affair we have been ſpeak- 
© ing of admits of no delay, — ſuppoſe you write 
© to her.“ : 
Murcio. © The advice is good. — Oh, what a 
*curſe it is to have a diſobedient child l 
- He:appear'd in the moſt bitter anguiſh of mind 
while uttering theſe laſt. words; but having reco- 
ver'd himſelf a little, took pen, ink, and Paper, 
and wrote the following lines: | 


To ME. anTHE. 

© Thouſcandal to my blood and name, 
. K you ſtill live to receive 2 thank 
f whom you would have 
«©, wrong'd —— — > bedz— 
« he has obtain'd «rep —_ — 
dition, — that the name and qua- 
5 lity of your 2 to the end that I may take 
C ——— — to oblige 
< him to do juſtice to the honour of a family of 
#: which: you are the only blemiſh; Think not 
ta deny your crime, I have the infamous wits. 
< neſs of it under your own hand; but be plain 
« and open in your confeſſion, if you hope ever 
T nnn 
( * nnn 
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A e 
for the waiting-maid, and with a ſlern voice and 
countenance, bid her give that letter to her 
miſtreſs, and bring him an immediate anſwer — 
J follow'd, and ſaw with what agonies poor Me- 
lanthe read this cruel mandate; — between, the 
fears of hat her father's indignation might in- 
. 
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utter this — W only 


= | of VAL.” OM 
Melanthe. * What will ame of me! —ob 

this vile plot of Florimel” TA LOT ts a 
M. Lord, madam, do not put yourſelf 

„ into this flurry; — 99. W. your "father's 


well 7A TY al Id nat. expect he 
. © rok RR ſevere; Ny "Yb be all over 
in time, and you muff refalve to bear it for a 

* 728 
Melantbe. — Hr not bear it ; — I 


© will go cown this 3 apt, pat; inte ee 


ba N 2 = 3 
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. taken to brin about, ad b. 
erg | eln 

" Melanthe. * Was there EE py 
n * 


ther“ . 
38 * Afeollly..* Dear 255 5 


[Sparc 


of * 


Meck ſeveral ſuc 
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Mn 
© abate my fat e Ae 


a: nothing, — 
nd a is 
12 will but but pluck up a ſpirit we ſhall do well 


* 7 cnough ——he will not kifl you for his own ſake; 
d Ran 701 thing elſe you mult content 
ſelf to ſyli ee can be ſo 


will go 2 Florimel | * 


* 122 1 12 0 Ys is held her a home, 


6 tis ten to one but ſhe puts ſomething into our 


"Metanth6: 0 ſo; l with the were here.” 
bile they were ſpeaking Murcio call'd very 


the totem of the fo — 
= Fr which ſhe ſaid : r F Molly's 


Math.” '* Do you Hear, a: Ie Fn 
6 \ fre oem - fear it ſhould come hither and 


17 Hour \ oy 5 EE no. 1 
eps, q impaller 
ggage would behave. © | 
Auris, What is the reaſon, minx, bat 1 
+ no anſy er to the letter you carry d up?” , 
"Molly. * Lord, fir, there were 2 or 


that letter that ghted, 3 

98 atmolt out ot Wig? 1 a thi 
4 lng . . 
„ your heart ake 0 lee h er. n 


2 Des indeed, — the is not in a condition to give 
A an.anſwer.” 


Auris. If the can't you 2 huffey. —Who 
© wa that fellow. e of my boyſ yallr- 
wy 57 1 
Ab. , fir, Ane 
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Aten Tis tale; —my Frient) here, ba- 


— „ 


me out. 1019 199% notte bed * 


© tories; and 1 ans not afraid to-teld-kintifÞ ws dic 


© face. —-1 fa again, I let out no feſlow. 7 
- Murcio. * Was there ever ſuch i * 


. Conrade. ©. Come," come, Mes. Molly, you ad 


better confeſs the truth „Lende er the-guod 
def your lady, and IF took 

Melly. « Sr, I ſhall not tell a lie for the mat- 
© ter; — I let out no fellow ; there was a fine gen- 
© tleman, indeed, that fat up all night playing at 
© cards with 
< low, Laffure you.” - [41 07 vivos „bib 2 wo 

Murcio, Well, — and pray: Mrs) braventace 
< whit is the name of this fine 

Mah. Lord, fir, do you — the 
< names of all the gentlemen that come to viſit 


0 rer 


o afk. 19 ws 95 © | 


$8 Bless me, — re 
? 2 body fo for nothing # — but if you 


: * than I have done.” 41 * ö 

Cunrade. Dear Murcic thĩs * E 
the paſſion you are kv; — I hope the a? 
dy herſelf wilt fatisfy you, . when once ſhe confi? 


: ' ders'how'matrit'is her intereſts dota O 


Murrin Not while ſhe has fuchs harden d 
6 « wack to encourage her — — Hufley; 
pack up all your trumpery, and get out of my 
+ houſe directly, or I ſhall provide a place for ye 
© in Bridewell.* WD WA TE; 
"Dios ẽEGmuiu t 11 1 — — oa; 
& i 


* 
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my lady, that Het out 5— bat nofel- 


deank.* :- mit 084: 


would! be 
my death twenty times over [ can 1 
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Mally. On, dear ſir, I ſhall, not gie 
6 . places enough. to he 


© had without your providing.” : F I\1105 __ 


After ſhe had left the room, and 
vented his paſſion in two or — ci 
he turn'd to Conrade, and, with a tone of voice 
which expreſa d the deepeſt trouble of mind, ut- 

ter'd theſe words: 

Murcia. Tou ſee, my dear friend, that both 
© miſtreſs and;-maid are alike i 
What now remains for me to do, either — 
ſerve my family from diſgrace, or this degene- 
rate girl from rum?” 

The other, who doubtleſs condemn'd Melan- 
the more in his beart than he would let her father 


know he did, could find nothing to ſay in hei de- 


fence; but that he hoped, when the firſt confuſis 
on of this diſcovery was a little over, the would be 
brought to reaſon; and therefore intreated he 
would allow. her fome imall time to recolle& 
henſelh, + 

As the converſation now began to conſiſt only 


of railings on the one fide, and perſuaſions ta mo- 


deration on the other, I eaſily perceived that no- 


thing of importance would be the reſult, ſa re- 
ſolved to leave the two old gentlemen together, 


and accordingly laid hold of the 2 
3 
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FIG Sl as little cxpebled by 9 — as 
' it was by the parties concernd in it; and," if 
the author”s hapes do not deceive bim, will 
—ů— 3 aprt. 


fully deſign'd to make another 
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than 
1 
; 


then be- 
but 


I came to Murcio's door when Conrade bad juſt 
alighted from his coach and was ſte in, ſo 


1 had an eafy acceſs, and follow'd him up into the 
dining · room, where Murcio was then fitting, and 

expreſsd r him in 
words to this effect: 


© ric 
3 IEIEGS and, if I © ha 
turn her out of it, am in danger of having my © ti 
< 'whole- family.ſcandalized by her bebaviqur , — 6 Hit 
3 ts Tad how un to © fre 
2 Cornwall, where I _— © 1 
kinſman ; — I was going to write o him © thi 
. I heard you were ere,” © no 
- Connade, * I flatter myſelf, fir, that the in- « 
© telligence I bring will ſave you that trouble, and e 
© the young lady fo long a Jayrney; —1 have 0 
© diſcaver'd her, us lover.” - 8 
Muri. I it bo, Able — for heaven's lake 6 
< who, — what is he! 6 
Conrade. © One you liitle ſuſpect, the? 1 bare 0 


© feen him often here; — tis Dorimon ; 
Murcio. * Dorimon ! — yes, ſince his. return 
< from his travels be viſits here ſometimes ; — his 
fuer, Flocunel, and Melanthe were. brought 
1 n b 1 
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De Wann rr. > 

n the 

oy nn Ari Wn, b 

e ber IcH HHN Dortmori Has 

c-<acer {— ſhe is 'Hexther "Shove his” 
© -below his 


& " 
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© tinder him from 
yo 4d 


2 

5 — een thatt „ 
. 
© tleman that came out of your houſe on Sunday 
morning; but as I follow'd him a good part 
© the ſtreet I took notice of his habit, . 
indeed, had ſomewhat particular im it, and 
© 'would have attracted my ob had T feen 
it on other perfor; — it was u dk © 
colour d French barragon, laced with 
* rich Point d'Eſpagne down the ſeams; 
ö ů — . and ſoli- 
tit of an uncommon dimenſion ; then took 
© him eltherfor à foreigner, or one + late] come 
„hem abrond; — in the fue dies; and W ex- 
© ay as Tlaw him then, did 1 fee him within 
* this half hour at the chocolate-houfe : = Fean- 
not, indeed, ſwear to the man, but I think may 


fing the ſuit, and telling him” 72 
there was not ſuch another in 

Was pretty ſure there was not; 
ſpoke it at Paris, according to his own taſte, and 
it had not been come over long enough for any 
* one to take a pattern by it.” 

Marci. © © T muſt own that there is a ſtrong 
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Conrade, . © If you will take my: advice, —fend 
© for-him;—-T heard him fay he thould dine at 
© home, — fo is ſcaroe gone out; give ſome 
« diſtant hints, at firſt, concerning a 


<- with your daughter ; and, according to the an- - 


<. ſwers he makes, you will be inſtructed how to 
« - 5 


„ ſhall be fo; — 1 will not let him 


© ſee I have any ſuſpicion of my daughter's fault; 


and, whether there be any thing between them 
or not, a propoſal of the nature you mention 
© cannot feem ſtrange to him, as our families 
© havealways lived together | in a perfect harmony 
© and good underſtanding.” 

He had no ſooner faid this than he call'd a fer- 
vant and ſent him with his compliments to Dori- 
mon, and to let him know he deſired to fpeak 


with him immediately, if not otherwiſe engag- 


ed. | 
After this the two friends had ſome farther diſ- 


courſe, concerning what ſteps the father of Me- 
Ianthe ſhould take in this affair; when the fel- 
low, who had been ſent on the above 1 
return'd and told his maſter, that Dorimon faid 
He would not fail doing himſelf the honour of o- 
beying his commands in a tew minutes; on which 
Conrade tock his leave, and Murcio ſat down, 
endeavouring to frame his temper and counte- 
nance ſo as to be ſuitable tothe bulinefs W 
hand. 
Dor imon noi in a ſhort time, 2 the firſt 
liments being paſt, Murcio began to open 
what he had to ſay, by telling him that he had a great 


regard for his family; — that he was a fine young 


man ; and that being now'five and 


de much wonder d that he had not heard of 2 
addrefling {ome lady on the ſcore o marriage 
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to which Dorimon reply d that marriage was 2 
thing he had not as yet much thought upon; and 
that having a ſiſter took care of the affairs of 
his houſhold, a wife was the leſs neceſſary to him. 
— Murcio then demanded, if he found any a- 
verſeneſs in himſelf to changing his condition in 
favour of a woman of equal birth and fortune, 
and who would approve ot his pretenſions. — Do- 
ri mot ſeem d a little ſurpriſed at theſe interroga- 
tories; but anſwer'd in the negative, with this 
proviſo, that the perſon of the lady were equally 
agreeable. — Murcio, thinking this reply a pro- 
per cue for explaining himſelf, did fo in the fol-- 
lowing manner : 

. Adurcio., * What think you then of my dangh- 
© ter Melanthe ?” 

| Darimon. * As of an angel, fie, above my 


Auris. No fine ſpeeches, Derimon ; 3 — 
deal ſincerely with me. —Do you like her well 
enough to marry her ? 

Dorimon. Yes, ſir, upon my foul ;— and 
* ſhould bleſs the hand that gave het to me.. 
Murcio. Sir, Itake you at your word, and 
give you mine that you ſhall have her, and fix: 
© thoutand pounds, if you think that a ſufficient - 
dower,” 
Dorimon. - © Ido, fir, and though Melanthe is 
a ſufficient fortune ot herſelf, ſhall accept your 
offer as a father's bleſſing, and make a ſettle- 
ment accordingly.” | 
- Adurcio. * Then there remains no more chan 
to get the marriage- articles drawn up, Which, 
it you pleaſe, ſhall be to-morrow morning.” 
Doriman. It cannot be too | — Bat, fir, 
may Inot have leave to fee tbe . Melan- 
6 22 * at her feet, and be a. 
© fur'd 


* 
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< ſur'd ſhe will not regret th pineſs . 
ee en ae r 

Murris. Oh, fir, you have nothing to ap- 
* prehend on that account; for, to be plain with 
vou, I deſign'd her for another; — ſhe rejected 
© the I, for which ſhe has been under 
© ſome diſgrace with me; but as I have ſince diſ- 
© cover'd her diſobedience was occafion'd by the 
© affeCtion ſhe has for you, I was the more eaſily 
© induced to pardon it: — ſhe does not yet know 
© that I conſent to gratify her inclinations ; but 
3 — have the pleaſure of telling her your- 
He then went to the door and order'd a ſervant 
bid Melanthe come down; aſter which he 


* 
* 


turn d back and ſaid to Dorimon, | Fits 
 Murcio. © My daughter will wait on you pte- 


* ſently; I know you will excuſe my leaving you 


© together, — I have buſineſs calls me abroad; 
© but. expect to ſee you to-morrow morning, and 
© ſhall have a lawyer here. 2 


 Dorimon. © You may be certain, fir, I hall 


© not fail.” « 


The other ſaid no more, but went bail gray 
to avoid ſeeing his daughter; — he had not 


the room above half a minute before Melanthe 
enter*d, but with a confufion impoſſible to be ex- 
preſs'd ; — ſhe had expected no other, on being 


call'd down, than to meet ſome terrible effects of 
her father's diſpleaſure ;— het eyes, yet fed with 
rears, were now caſt down upon the floor, as ſhe 
advanced with flow and trembling ſteps ; — nor 
ſaw ſhe who was there, till Dorimon ſprung for- 
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* telling you how much, how truly I adore you !* 
 Melanthe. © Bleſs me, Dorimon, what is the 
© meaning of all this! — Where, is my father P 
Dorimon. Gone, to give me the happy op- 
« portunity of endeavouring to inſpire you with 
© ſentiments in favour of my paſſion, and con- 
© formable to his will.“ 5 
Melanthe. * Your paſſion, and his will! — 
6 Certainly, Dorimon, you muſt either be mad, 
© or I not in my ſenſes. — For heaven's ſake ex- 
* plain this myſtery!” MES 
He was going to reply when his ſiſter Florimel 
came tripping in, — that young lady having been 
inform'd by Molly of all that had paſs'd at Mur- 
cio's houſe, was extremely impatient to know 
how her fair friend behaved afterwards on that oc- 
caſion; — Melanthe no ſooner ſaw her than me 
flew into her arms, and cry d, 2 
Melantbe. My dear, dear Florimel, what 
© would I not have given to have ſeen you laſt 
© night? | | 
Flerimel. I was no leſs eager to be with you; 
but I find that things have quite chang'd 
their face ſince then; —I met your father at 
© the door as I enter'd; — the old gentleman 
© ſeems to be in quite good humour, defir'd nie 
© to walk up, and told me I ſhould find you and 
© my brother together.” | | 
Doriman. © Ay, my dear ſiſter, we are to- 
* gether, and I hope ſhall ſoon be joined to ſepa- 
© rateno more,” e nr; 
 Florimel. Separate no more! as how! 
_— © By the ſolemn and indiffoluble 
* ties of marriage; — Murcio, the generous 
* Mugcio, has beſtowed her on m. 
__ Flarimel. © What, is it agreed upon!” © 
_,, Doriymon. © Abſolutely; — to-morrow the ar- 
© ticles are to be drawn hetween i, and there 
1 _ nens 
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© will then be nothing wanting but my angel's 
*' conſent for the corſurnmation of my bliſs.” 
Ferne. And was this the buſineſs on which 
” heſent for you in ſuch haſte? 
Darimon. The ſame.” | 
Here Florimel burſt into ſo violent a fit of laugh- 
ter as render'd her unable to ſpeak for ſome time; 

— in vain Durimon aſked feveral times over the 
cauſe of this extravagant mirth; and it was but 
by degrees ſhe recovered herſelf enough to make 
this reply : 
 Fl:rimel. I have found out the riddle; — 
it was I, brother, that have made this match.” 

Dorimen. © You” 
' Florimel, © Yes, with the aſſiſtance of that 
ſuit of cloaths you have on.“ 

Then, »ddrefing herſelf to Melanthe, — 
ed thus: ect . 
- | Phrimel. © You muſt know, my dear, that it 
Zu as Conrade himſelf that watch'd me comitg 


' © out of your houſe, — | faw him ſtand perdu un- 


© der fir Thomas n porch; — he has 
+ certainty ſeen my brother in theſe cloaths, 
©. miſtaking him for me, has paſs'd him 
your father for your ſuppoſed gallant.” 

Afeclanthe, * 1.5 muſt de ſo, — there 
© is no other way of accounting for this odd e- 
* vent, 

Dorimon was now as much confounded in his 
turn, as the two ladies had been in theirs; till his 
ſiſter, having firſt obtaiad Mielanthe's leave, re- 
lated to him the whole hiſtory of their contrivance 
to break the match with Cont ade; — this repeti- 
tion occaſion d ſome pleafantry between the bro- 
ther and the ſiſter; but Melanthe was too much 
aſham' d to dear any great part in it;z— her new lo- 
ver, obſerving her fer iouſneſa, ſpoke im this manner: 
Dorian. * Hans „ 
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the account you have given, but the mortifica- 
tion of that vanity Mureio had infpired me with; 
and dare not now'flatter - myſelf that Melanthe 
will fo readily, as I once hoped, acquieſce in the 
agreement made between us.” 
Florimel. * It ſhe does not all will come out; 
and if fo, Murcio will certainly return to his | 
firit engagement to give her to Conrade. — ut 
What ſay you, Melanthe, have you averſion 
enough for my brother to run ſo great a riſque?ꝰ — 
This demand made Melanthe bluſh exceſſive- 
ly; — the pauſed, — hung down her head; but 
at laſt, made this return: 

Melantbe. So ſudden a change in my for- 
* tune, might well excuſe me from giving a di- 
rect anſwer to ſuch a queſtion : — ot this, how- 
© ever, you may be aſſur'd that I have not cou- 
rage to diſobey my father a ſecond time, and 
that I love the ſiſter too well to have any aver- 
* fion to the brother.” | 

On this Dorimon kiſs'd lier hand with a great 
deal of warmth, and ſaid many tender and paſh- 
onate things to her, which, as the reader will ea- 
ſily conceive, I think it needleſs to repeat; and 
ſhall only add, that between the brother and the 
hiter Melanthe was at laſt prevaiPd upon to con- 
feſs, — that it would be without the leaſt reluc- 
tance ſhe ſhould obey. her father in the choice he 
had now made for her. 
. Tho? there now was little cauſe to apprehend 
any diſappointment in theſe nuptials, yet I reſolv- 
ed to fee the thing fully concluded on; accord- 
ingly I went the next morning to Murcio's houſe, 
where I found him very buſy with his lawyer z 
— Dorimon came in ſoon after, and the writing 
were preſently fil'& up, fg d, Gaal d, and d 
executed by both parties: —the lawyer ſtaĩd no 
longer than to receive. his fees, and he had no 
; 14 ſooner 


»” + @7 9 


6 
c 
c 

9 


1 - 
—— 


"= 


176 The Ixvjſble Sy v. 
ſooner left the room, than Murcio ſpoke to Dori- 


theſe 
| Murcio. * Well, Dorimony 1 think” there. is 
for the making you my 


nothing now wanting 
© ſon, except the ceremony. of the . and 


© I did not care how ſoon c alſo was perform d; 
I do not love to ſee affairs of this nature 
* kept long in hand; beſides, you muſt know, that 
on my daughter's "refuſing to marry the perſon 
© I firſt propoſed to her, I ſwore in my paſſion 
© that 1 would never ſee her face again till ſhe 
© was a wife.“ 
Darimon. © You may be aſſured, fir, I ſhall 
* think every moment an age till I can prevail 
* upon the lovely, Melanthe to take that name; 
. * and 1.do not doubt but ber knowledge of the 
n. a will very much expedite 
* my W 
Aris. I am directly to my little 
country ſeat, and ſhall leave you to conſult 
« with her about the day ; but will write to the 
rector of , who is my kinſman, an: de- 
© (re he n perform, the office. of tacking 
* „ — When that is over, would 
: come down to e, where you may 
© depend on meeting with a fatherly reception.” 
Nathing farther of any conſequence was faid 
by either of them, —Murcio took coach for the 
country, and Dorimon went to the apartment 
of his miſtres, 1 preſſing her for 
the ſpeedy, conſummation of his happineſs, her 
father s pretended vow ferved as an excuſe for 
ber compliance, and ſhe conſented that the wed- 
28 be ſolemnized on the next * 


1 retarded the fulfilling zþis 2 
ment, and they were married on the, 
hy N | 
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Murcio ; after which they ſet out, acco 
Florimel, for, 05 in order to receive the 
ng he had promifed to w upan them. 
As no one. of this company had any reafon to 
be diſcontented at what had happen'd, it is not 
to be doubted but the goddefs of — ac- 


company d them in their little j 
journey, becauſe the fiſter i Dorimon having 
an averſion to the water, eſpecially in rough 
weather, as it was that day, they” Went iy © aw. 
dau, in complaifance to her; but the ſubje& of 
their converſation is not in my power to relate, 
as I had no W of being witneſs of it. 


CHAP. Fo e 
Cuitaine 4 father attount sf", tber Us 
lar, in fime meaſure — © faregrin Ud- 14 
venture, and, befudes, are of ta agreeable” and 
| Intereſting a nature in themſelves not to be hook'd 
_ won as a rightly Judged, and LM 
Fern 
H- ay the Ji ds Tony the 
reader will poflibly imagitie, HOKE 
act of the play is ended, and that Tſhowld now 
— curtain, to prepare ſor ſome freſh ſub- 
& of entertainment; — but he muſt wait a- 
while, —T have riot yet done with any of my cha- 
raters ; ang beſides, that there are many things 
which ſeem to require à farther explanation, F 
cannot think of parting with my favourite Flori- 
mel without giving her thoſe 


will be fo far from approv 
charming girl; that 
bor ay” th == 


. + an; tha? 
far 
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for never ſo ſhort a of time; and even rail 
at Melanthe for con to put in execution 
the ſtratagem ſhe had contrived for; her deliver- 
ance from an evil ſo juſtly dreaded by her; — 
ſuch as theſe will certainly think I have ſaid 
if not too much on the occaſion, and 
perhaps throw aſide the book, and cry they will 
read no farther :—well, —be it fo, the  lofs will 
be-entirely their on am pretty confident 
neither my reputation, nor the profits” of my 
publiſher, will ſuffer” by their ill- nature in this 
int. 

It is for the entertainment of the gay, the 
witty, and the truly virtuous, who, by the way, 
are never cenſorious, that theſe lucubrations are 
chiefly intended; and if I am ſo fortunate as to 
pleaſe them, ſhould give myſelf no great pain 
what may be ſaid of me by thoſe of * above- 
mention'd claſs. 

In defiance, therefore, of theſe fair, or rather 
unfair critics, I ſhall proceed in what I have far- 
ther to relate concerning the principal 0a of 
this narrative. 

On their arrival at . they 1 
Murcio with a ſhew of the greateſt ſatis faction, yet 
I, who took care to be there before them, in or- 
der to be witneſs of what ſhould paſs at this firſt 
interview, could eafily perceive that he embraced 
his ſon-in-law with more cordiality and lefs 
conſtraint than he did his daughter; — the re- 
membrance of her ſuppoſed fault it was that doubt- 
leſs render*'d him unable to treat her with his ac- 
cuſtom'd tenderneſs; — he- ſcarce touch'd her 
cheek in ſaluting her, and when he gave her his 

added,— © Pray heaven your ature cn 
duct may deſerve it.” 
It could nat be otherwiſe, but that all the 
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| theſe words; but poor Melanthe was ſo much af- 


tected by them, that ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, 
and ' throwing herſelf a ſecond time at her fa- 
ther's feet, addrefs'd him in theſe pathetic terms: 
Melantbe. Oh, fir, —I beg, I beſeech you, 
by all the lo ou once had for me, to forgive 
6. deny »@ of diſobedience I was ever gui 

*. of — but the averſion I had to the matc 
© you; firſt | propoſed to me, and you 2 
© ablolve the * ' 

Dorimon. Yes, fir, —my Sr" charm- 
ing wife, is as innocent of every thing that can 
© deſerve your blame, as I am from even the 
©. moſt diſtant-wiſh of violating her purity 2. 
* honouring your family.“ 

Florimel.: Ay, ay, — it is poor me chat am 
© alone in fault ; but fince the miſchief I have 
8 done has been productive of fo much good, I 
* ſcarce doubt of being excuſed by a gentleman 
© of ſo much good ſenſe as Murcio,,—b have de- 
6 livered your daughter, fir, by my contrivance, 
© from the horrors of a forced marriage; —T have 

© procur'd a wife for my brother, with whom, if 
© he is not the moſt happy, I am certain he de- 
ſerves to be the moit miſerable of all mankind; 
and I have got you a ſon-in-law who hope will 
merit that honour by his/future behaviour.“ 

Murcio, who could not form even the moſt 
diſtant gueſs at the meaning of all. this, look'd. 
ſometimes on the one and fometimes on the 
other, with all the tokens of the utmoſt amane- 
ment, without being able to ſpeak. one ſyllable ;. 
which gave Florimel the opportunity of unravel- 
ling the whole myſtery of the affair, as ſhe had 
2 promiſed Melanthe to take upon herſelf 
to do 

In ſpite of the little reſentment Mugcio-at elt 
conceived for the trick had. been * 
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be could not forbear ſmiling within himſrif at the 0 
* of the contriver; and the: witand ſpirit Ac; 

which that young lady talk'd to him upon * 
it, very much contributed to bring him into good at 
humour; but that which entirely reconciled him 6 
to the wedded pair, was the conſideration that 
Dorimon was wholly ignorant of the plot till af- 
ter the marriage was concluded, and the aſſurance 
Melanthe gave him, that ſhe was far from any 


intention to deceive him, but had flatter'd herſelf 
with the hope that Conrade would have broke the 


Though to have married bis - 
rade would have ſaved him fix — — 
. many ill conſequences. which would, pro- 

have attended ſo diſproportionate a match 
now occurring to his mind, which before he had 
not thought upon, made bim not only contented, 
but rejoiced that this change of hands had 
en'd, and he could — kiſſing and hug- 
Florimel for being the chief author of it. | 
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is ſomething peculiarly remarkable in this tranſ- 
action, and looks as if the hand of Heaven had 

directed the accompliſhment, which makes me 
„ rn. 1 make * the old 


W FF —_ wv = WF wy 


ſuited to each other, that 
neither of them are fit for any body elſe; and 
© now I conſider on it, am amazed that in 
© the long acquaintance had together, this 
© buſineſs' never came into either of their heads 
till chance put it there. o be 

Dorimon. Nay, ſiſter, I am now convinced 
© by the tranſport and the pleaſing flutter at my 
© heart, on the offer Murcio made of his 


Aris. Well, — all things le 
© for the beſt, and there is nothing now wanting 
to complete my ſatisfaction, but the clearing up 
& Melanthe's innocence to Conrad. — ſhould be 

© glad he were here.” 

The word was ſcarce out of: tis mb whew 
a ſervant came into the room and informed him, 


that the he had mention'd was below, on n 

. 
| duced. | 
The old „ Who had hearg. nothing 'of 


what: had happend, nor ſeen Murcio' fince the 
converſation with him, repeated in a farmer chap- 
ter, K to know the ſucceſs of 
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his propoſal to Dorimon, and finding he did not 
return to town as uſual, made him this viſit at 
, in order to gratify his bw 

He had not advanced above half way into the 
room, when Murcio preſented the bride and 
bridegroom to him; and told him he had been 
juſt wiſhing for him to congratulate the nuptials. 

Conrade endeavour'd to | compoſe himfelf 
enough to ſalute them with the accuftom'd forms; 
but as he had not in his heart believed that Do- 
rimon would be pre vail'd upon to marry Melan- 
the, tho” he had adviſed her father to make 
the experiment, was ſo much furpriſed on find- 

ing the affair concluded, that he could: not for- 
bear en. in his looks, as pcs Hoa 
ing out, | 

Cinrode.- © What maria? 

Flarimel. Yes, fir, they are married, —the 
4 indifloluble knot is tied ;—for which all due 
© thanks be given to your fortunate miſtake.” 

Conrade. * My miſtake, madam ;—pardon me 
« if 1 do not-comprehend your meaning. 

Darimon. I believe you do not, fir ;—yet it is 
4 to your miſtaking another for me, that I am 
© indebted for being put in poſſeſſion of a 
© neſs which otherwiſe I muſt have ſollicited bor 


© a long ſeries of time, and perhaps at laſt never 


© have obtain'd:—1I do affure you, fir, I never 
© preſumed to entertain one wiſh to the diſho- 
© nour of Melanthe, and was g in my own 
< bed when you imagined me juſt riſen from her 
© arms.” 

Murcio. He tells you nothing but the truth ; 
© —he is innocent, —ſo is Melanthe ;—but here 
© ſands her gallant here is the author of this 


© enigma.” or 


In concluding theſe words, which he had ut- 


ter d with the moit chearful ait, he patted Flo- 
7 , a 
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timel upon her cheek and gently puſh'd her to- 
wards Conrade ; but that gentleman was now ir 
ſuch a conſternation, that he ſcarce knew where 
be was, much leſs had the power of diſtinguiſh- 

4 the the ſenſe of any thing he either ſaw or heard, 

I Florimel related to him, in her ſprightly fa- 
— particular of that ſtratagem which 
had — the breaking off the intended 
2 between him and Melanthe ;—Murcio al- 
ſo, and Dorimon, averring the truth of what ſhe 
ſaid, he began at laſt, to ſee clearly into the whole 
affair; after which Melanthe, with a great deal 
of modeſty and ſweetneſs, addreſs'd herſelf to 
him in theſe terms: 

Melanthe. * I ann you wilted the 
© deception put upon you, as I was conſtrain d to 
© purſue ſo extraordinary a method, to avoid a 
thing which, in the end, muſt have been no 
© leſs diſagreeable to you than to myſelf :—1 ſhall 
always acknowledge my obligation to the gene- 
* ,rous: offer your — made; but love, ſir, 
© is not in our power, if it were, my gratitude 
to the conſideration of my own intereſt, 
© and the duty owing to my father, would cer- 
© tainly have inſpired me with it.“ 

Conrade. * Say no more, ſweet lady, I am 
© aſhamed of my paſt folly, and only with/you 
would exert all the influence you have over 

witty ſhe-gallant, not — this 
6 — ;—1 ſhould be ſorry, methinks, ry 
* myſelf in a novel or play.“ 

Florimel. * No, no, fir, you * be under no 
© apprehenſions on that ſcore, I would not, for 
* my own ſake, have the world know I put on 
© breeches, leſt my huſband, when I get one, 
© ſhould be afraid 1 veel ettornge ts VEE 
© afterwards.” 

nn. of Florimel's ſet the whole compa- 
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ny into a fit of laughter, and would doubtleſs 
have been the occaſion of many pleaſant repar- 
tees, if the butler had not that inſtant given them 
a ſummons to the next room, where was à table 
— — ſpread with every thing ſuitable to the 

ſeaſon but as I could not partake with them of 
any of the delicacies I ſaw before me, I thought 
it- beſt to leave the houſe, ſo accordingly I flipt 
out, pluck'd off my Belt, went into a boat, and 
order'd the waterman to row as faſt as poſſible. 
to London; where being arrived, I contented 
myſelf with ſuch fare as my own homely board 
afforded. _ 

Not many weeks from this adventure had 
elapſed, before I heard that Florimel was mar- 
ried to 7 young gentleman whe-for ſeveral years 
ſhe had loved, and by whom ſhe was equally be- 
loved ;—my inſatiate curicfity, on this informa- 
tion, led me to enquire into the hidden caufe 
which had ſo long delay'd the completion of their 
mutual wiſhes ; aud by ways and means too tedi- 
ous to be here inſested, I at. laſt difcover'd it to- 
12 higheſt eſteem and admi- 
ration. 

Dorimon had been a little extravagant in his 

and of living while on his travels ; 
——— ek lay in his hands, and if 
calPd out, which in all ity would have 
been the caſe if ſhe had married, he muſt have 
been obliged to morigage ſome part of his eſtate 
for the payment; it was therefore to fave her 
brother, from fo great an inconvenience, that this 
generous young lady had been deat to all the fol- 
hcitations of a beloved lover, and the ſoft plead- 
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does Providence diſpoſe every thing for the ad- 
vantage of its —— >=BWeime 


propoſing the leaſt intereſt to herſelf, or even 
imagining ſhe could have any, not only brought 
about her brother's happineſs, but met her own 
reward in the accompliſhment of her felicity. 
Theſe two families lived together in the moſt 
perfect harmony, and Maurcio, who is little lefs 
fond of Florimel than of his own daughter, paſſes 
moſt of his time among them; Conrade alſo is 
extremely intimate with both, inſomuch that it 
is thought he will, at his deceaſe, divide a good 
part of his large fortune between them. ; 
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in the ears of thoſe w 
they do not bluſh to 
lume was near half completed ſeveral 
different hands were left for me at the 


| t » by her wit - 
and contrivance to ſerve her fair friend, without 
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inſert, as I have no other way of communicat- 
ing my ſentiments to the authors of them, and 
ſhall leave it to the public to judge Wann 
between us. 


LETTER I. To the INVvISTII Ser. | 


Mr. IN VISIB Ir, 
4% Am a fair enemy, and foorn te cut any 
« man's throat without firſt telling him I in- | | 
© tend to do ſo:— I therefore ſend this before LE 
* the publication of your book, to give you 
„ warning not to put any thing into it that may 


* affront the honourable ſociety of Bucks, of 1 
« which I am not only a member but at preſent | . 
the Prefident — What if we appear a little ter- | 22 
rible to filly people, and ſometimes, for ſport's | TR 
& ſake, overturn a chaiſe, or joſtle an old man Dl 
* or inftgnificant woman into the kennel, beat * g 
* the watch, break the windows of houſes, or 2 
rob the watchmem of their lanthorns; we look "I 
© upon ourſelves as abſolute ſovereigns of all 15 
„ public places, and will not ſuffer a reprimand * 
from any paultry ſcribler of you all; for what-' . 
ever we may happen to do, either on the Road, * 
„ in the Mall, or the Street; — take notice alſo, bs 
„ that the leaſt provocation offer'd to any one * 


* of us incurs the reſentment of the whole bo- 
* dy, and we have unanimouſly fworn to make * 
4 a: dreadful example of you if found culpable 
c this way; — hope not to eſcape, — we ſhail trace | 
vou to your lurking hole, —pluck off your caſe 
Sof Inviſibility, and hack you into atoms; 
* vengeance is the word mark that, and trem- 
& ble how you offend 

« A Buck. 


In anſwer to this terrible gentleman I ſhall on- 
hy tay, that tho* I am no friend to fighting, e- 
| pecially 
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pecially with horned animals, yet I am not cow- 
ard enough to be ſo far' intimidated by his me- 
naces as to erace any thing I have once wrote 
if therefore he finds nothing in this work con- 
cerning the fraternity of which he boaſts being a 
member, he may aſſure himſelf that it is merely 
becauſe I look on all the adventures they are en- 
gaged in, as too low and too rifling. for he 
entertainment ot ay readers. | 


LETTER u. n of the Ix- 
VISIBLE SPY. 


« $I R, 
&« HERE are a ſet of men about W 
« 1 who pick up a pretty tolerable living by 


inſpecting into the ſecrets of the preis they 
6 are a ſort of Spies as well as yourſelf, and as 
& Inviſible as you can pretend to be; — they find 
„ means to ſteal the title of every new book 
{© Jong before it is advertiſed, and almoſt as foon 
%% as: the letters which ſorm it are put together 
„ bythe; compoſitor, it is by one of thoſe very 
iN uſeſul perſons I am informed of the work you 
% have in hand, and being apprehenſive that it 
4% may contain ſome things which had much bet- 
© ter be conceal'd than made known, I take the 
* liberty to offer you my ſentiments upon it, 
previous to the publication, in order that you 
40 may make ſuch alierations, as on hearing my 

c reaſon:, you ſhall find neceſſary and proper. 

* In the firſt place, fir, I wauld have yau con- 
& ſider, that whatever is bad either in the af - 
fairs of private families or in national concerns, 
% may poſſibly be made much worſe, but can 
* never be amended by being expoſed ;—ill for- 
tune let it come in what ſhape it will, can 
"7 nothing by complaints but a ſhort-lived 
* pity; 
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« pity; and when that is over, inſults and con- 
7 $$. are ſure to enſue; — it is prudence, 

© therefore, to make a good appearance as long 

* as We can; and, according tothe vulgar adage, 
& let the evil day take care for its ſelt. 
It is with great propriety that writers who 
preſume to cavil, and find fault with the ma- 
a t of thoſe at the helm, are compared 
& to curs barking at the Moon; for the Ad- m--n, 
like that ne; ſecure in its own height, de- 
** ſpifing all arrows ſhot from the inferior world, 
* moves on in the ſame uninterrupted courſe it 
*© has begun, and will continue to do fo, except 
*© ſome ſudden revolution ſhould happen among 
the ſtars, and the diſpoſition of nature be en- 


4 tirely chang'd. 40 - 
* What avails, therefore, all theſe invectives 4 — 
& that from time to time have been thrown out 44 x 
<« againſt the miniſtry ?—this preſuming to can- | te f 
3 brought into parliament, and 44 1 


% grumbling at them after being enacted into | Al 
* laws, fince, ae 10 
** wrote, things will be as they are The wiſe : 1 
« of all ages agree, that happineſs is ſeated in N a 
<« content, yo if this be true, the good people 
« of England need only think themſelves happy, 
© to be ſo.— This fortunate æra might preſent] 
ry arrive, if the commonalty would once cea 

affecting to be thought politicians, and Forty 
& one. fay with Mr. Pope, 

In ſpite of pride, unerring reaſon's ſpite, 

One truth is clear, —whatever is,—is right. 

«© But to come to the point ;—you muſt know, 
& fir, I have the A 
11 hope to have the ſame in the 
«enſuing one; but being conſeious of having 
u been 31 in bringing 9 

gs 
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& things not very popular, particularly the bill in 
« relation to the Naturdlization' of the Jews, I 
e ſhould be glad to have that matter brooght as 
& little as poſſible upon the tapis; not that I fear 
« being rechoſen, but it will coſt me more mo- 
© hey; — you underſtand me; — my conſtituents 
« will fell their voices at a much higher price; 
« and, it may be, ſome few of them not be 
« prevailꝰd upon to fell at all. Wn 

I earneſtly defire therefore, that if you men- 
“ tion any thing of this affair, it may be wholly 
* in favour of the Iſraelites ; — ſet up the law of 
„% Moſes in oppoſition to the rules of Chriſtia- 
% nity; — it will be eaſy for you to prove your 
« argument by quotations out of ſome ingenious 
% pamphlets publiſh*d within theſe few , years: 
« _— your compliance with this requeſt will oblige 
„ me to recommend your book among all my 
& friends, and to do you every other good office 
in the power of, | 

"I © SIR, 

Er « Your moſt humble | 
* Y xth 3 cc and obedient fervant, » * 
1 eee 


I am ſorry this gentleman has given himſelf the 
trouble to write fo long a letter to fo little pur- 
poſe ; I am a very old-faſhion'd fellow, I revere 
the old teſtament, but endeavour to act according 
to the precepts of the new, ſo conſequentiy can 
be no friend to the profeſs'd enemies ot it: I 


ſhall take care, however, not to offend any mem- 


ber of the honourable houſe of commons; — I 
ſhall be fo wiſe, at leaſt while I keep in remem- 


1 
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brance the fate of M—y. 
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5 ET T ER III. e the — LE: Sex. 


1 3ST | 
." I R, 
Am ſhock'd and ſcandalized beyond 8 
J at your title, and fo I believe is every body 
tc elſe that hears it: What but the very Devil in- 
© carnate can have tempted you to aſſume one fo 


© ungracious to all degrees of people ?—Aninviſt- 


„ ble Spy! — why, it is a character more to be 


< dreaded than an Exciſe, a 'Cuftor-houſe or a 
« Sheriff's Officer ; — nay, than even a Kings 


+ Meſſenger : — human prudence has taught us 
& to clude the ſcrutiny of all known examiners ; 
% but who can guard 2gainſt what they do not 
4 ſee?— You may be at our very elbows. without 
„ our knowing you are; — you may explore all 
the neceſſaty arts and myſteries of our ſeveral a- 
* yocations, without our having it in our power to 
& bribe you to ſecrecy: — What therefore can you 
4 expect, as there is no other way of dealing with 
<< you, but to have your bock damn'd the firſt mo- 
4 ment of its publication; and. to be plain with 
you, I, Who am an author as well as your- 
4 'felf, have already at the requeſt of ſome lead - 
„ing men, prepar'd a thing tor the preſs which 
« will effectually do your buſineſs ? — As a bro- 
c ther of the quill, however, thinking it becom- 
4 ing in me to give you this timely notice, and 
6 likewiſc to adviſe you to cancel all fuch pages, 
as upon a ſtrict examination you ſhall find may 


matters they contain are founded either u 
truth or fiction; — you know very well that the 
one is liable to the ſame puniſhment as the o- 
ther; with this difference only, that the for- 
mer being the moſt ſtinging, is, generally 
Bs. map treated with the moſt ſeverity ; 2—1 
* have 


Gate 


poſſibly be conſtrued into a libel, —whether the 
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& have heard ſome menaces thrown out againſt 
you, and ſincerely wiſh you may eſcape the 
« effects, and meet with no other chaſtiſement 
& for your folly, than what you will receive from 
cc the pen of | | 

«© SCRIBLERIUS,” 


I ſhall defer giving my ſentiments on my bro- 
ther author's doughty epiſtle, till I find myſelf 
oblig*'d to declare them in an anſwer to the treatiſe 
with which he threatens me, as one trouble will 
ſuffice for both. 


LETTERTV. From a lady to the IN VISIBLE Se v. 


SIR, 36 TY 
” — of my acquaintance have taken it into 
= their heads, I ſuppoſe not without ſpecial 
« information, that there is a book coming out 
* under the title I have perſix'd to this letter; 
if there be in reality any ſuch work in the preſs, 
„% take the liberty of telling the author, that 
% hope he has more good ſenſe: and good man- 
„% ners than to pry into the ſecrets of our ſex, 
4 much leſs to follow the example of a late writer 
*in expoſing to the world what he may happen to 
* find in ſome of our dreſſing-roome, cabinets, 
«© and private alcoves. — Suppoſe a woman has 
the misfortune to like another man better than 
© her huſband, — pawns her | jewels to pay. her 
© debts at play, —or is in the books of her mer- 
cer, laceman, and milliner, beyond her utmait 
* ability to clear ?— theſe are all of them foibles 
* which ought to be excuſed, as they are the 
% faſhion, and one ſhould be look'd upon as a 
creature of the laſt age to be wholly free from; 
* bo, dear Inviſible, I would have you con- 
* ſider, that the want of paliteneſa in your fex 

— 9 
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« is much more ridiculous than the want of chaſ- 
* tity and cxconomy is in ours: — flattery and 
cc are the privilege of womankind, and if 


© father, an uncle, or a brother, aſſumes to 


* himſelf the right of correcting any miſtakes 
t we are guilty of, we are ſure to hate him for 
it in our hearts; — if therefore there be any 
% one of us whom you would wiſh to be well 
2 * you muſt conceal the faults of the reſt. 
„ Yours, &c. 
© ERRONTA.“ 


I am afraid that I ſhall have but a very indifferent 
chance for a place in the good graces of this lady; 
but as there are others, I hope the greateſt num- 
ber, of an oppoſite way of dinking, I ſhall the 
more eaſily confole myſelf. 


LETTER V. To the Invis1BLs Spy. 


« Mr. InvrsiBLE, 
128 abfurd in effed, than for 
take all opportunities of rail- 

c ing 4 that which they are continually 
« practiſing; — the article of gaming is fo po- 
* pular a ſuhject, that tho* you may like the a- 

„ muſement as well as any body, I ſcarce doubt 
& but to fatyrize it makes ſome part of your lu- 
« cubrations; but how bold ſoever you may be 
& with the ſweetners and common gamblers, who 
«© have no other dependence for their bread, I 
4 would have you beware how you meddle with 
«« perfons of rank and fortune: — if by my ad- 
„ drefs in the turning of a card I win five hun- 
4 dred or a thoufand pieces of a fellow who has 
* the vanity to imagine he has as much ſkill as 
&* myſelf, it is only for the pleafure of circumvent- 
ͤ— — ; += 
love 


2er 
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c love of lucre : — no, I would have you know, 
&« fir, I ſcorn money, and only put it in my 
4 pocket till I can find a proper object to beſtow 
© it upon, and the next needy woman of the 
« town I come in company with, toſs the fool's 
0 pence into her lap; — or perhaps ſet half a do- 


« zen of the poor devils a ſcrambling for it ; — 


I remember that one night, in very cold wea- 
© ther too, I made a whole covey of them ſtrip 
© naked as they were born, and run galloping 
«© the whole length of Pall-Mall after ſeven or 
“ eight hundred moidores I threw out of a tavern 
«© window. --- If you pretend theſe are not gene- 
& rous actions, you will be thought a filly old Put, 
« and your book not worth a farthing. --- So no 
more from 
& Yours, 
AI ſhall find you deſerve. 
* RAKRTOVRE.“ 


If Mr. Rakelove's letter had reached my hands, 
before theſe volumes were completed, it might 
have ſaved me the trouble of expoſing the buſi- 
neſs of cheating at play, by having done it ſo ef- 
ſectually himſelt. 


LETTER VL To the Inv 1$1BLE Spy, 


«SIR, 
60 1 Hear you are going to ſet forth a new book, 
«© & and from the title of it have ſome reaſon to 
«© apprehend you will be no leſs bitter in your eu- 
<« preflivns than ſome others have been againſt a 
„ natiog which deſires nothing more than to live 
in the 12 perfect concord and amity with 
yours, I beg leave to expoſtulate a little with 
occaſion. 


722 
Vox. I. K I thougbt 
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ul 45 you Chriſtians valued yourſelves 
20 of benevolence, charity, and good- 
© Mis all men; anc that root ou the ſeeds of 
«* envy and malice from your hearts was a main 
part of your religion; — Wherefore then is 
„ all. this rancour againft the Hebrews ? — How 
can you profeſs the leaſt true regard for Abra- 
whom. or-grgrel ip — 
« ble to admit their poſterity as fellow-citizens 
« within ——_— can you. place the 
<< venerable portraitures of Moſes and Aaron in 
<< your temples, yet grudge that the people they 
« deliver'd from the houſe of bondage ſhould 
<& ſhare with you in the milk and honey of your 
4 land? — What if we crucified the man you 
d worſhip. as your God? — What if we diſbe- 
« ſieve and 2 the miracles you aſcribe to 
ce him, deny his reſurrection, and in our ſyna- 
utter ſome things which you call blaſ- 
% phemy, our principles, in matters of faith, 
have no relation to thoſe of loyalty to the king 


c or ſocial cosverſation with our neighbours ? — 
We can be as goed ſubjects and as merry com- 


«© panions as any Chriſtian of all ; — the 
« want of either of theſe 3 be im- 

«© puted to us. | 

ee There are many of you, indeed, I believe 
the greateſt number, who put religion quite 
aut of the queſtion, and yet cry. out that their 
« rights and properties. will be invaded; that 
e when once we have the liberty of being in- 
c corporated with you, fuch numbers of us will 
4c flock hither from all parts of the world, that 
«« we ſhall, by engroſs all the trade ot 


e the kingdom; to which I anſwer, —ihat if 


„ we ſhould do fo, the fault will be wholly in 
6 * 
11 kt we 
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& we do, you will have'the fame chance for'bu- 
es; te tele thoſe who ſhalt be obiliget 
. to ſhiit up their ſhops, the will ova find et 
ec ployment among us, either as jo 
« menial ſervants: — a taylor or a barber —_ 
% make a good valet de chambre à merchant, 
« xz wine-cooper, a vintner, or 2 diſtiller; 'could 
4 not fail of being an excellent butler; fe- 
„ eller, à goldfmith; à mercer, à Haberdather, 2 
4. woolſeri or x linnen-draper, would be ſpruce 
& footman : — in fine, there is no one perfon, of 

< any occupation whatever, that might not, if 
he is not too proud or too lazy, earn his bread 
4 under our hoſpitable roofs. 

% As you are an author, I muſt believe you to be 
% man of fenſe, and therefore flatter m 4 
ce that the atguments 1 Ne alledg*d will | 
& ſome w with — 

| "9 Will dv rp reſpect, 

<« Your moſt obedient 
% humble ſervant, 
Se BENZARA,” 


aer to ae - be found in the 

return 31 made to the letter of Judaicus, ſo IL have 
only to thank this comſiderative and beneficent 
He Ws for the handſome proviſion he propoſes 
for the trading part of my” countrymen, tho? [ 
hope they'never wilt have occaſion to accept it. 


LETTER VIL To the IxvIistuI E Sev. 
5 Honour'd ſir, 


EING told you are a very extraordinary 
perſon, and can fee every thing and- not 


« he Ren yourſelf ie is y that” chance or 
* deſign may ſome time or cades bring you ta, 
K 2 * ay 


396... _ / Inv fible'S 
— 3.06 þ, live. in a ON rt of the 


©< town, keep ſeveral ſervants, and am 5 viſited by 
c people of the beſt faſhion and repute 

« You muſt know, ſis, that I paſs for a well 
« jointur'd widow, but in reality was never mar- 


1 ried in my life, and have no other dependence 


than the favour of ſome worthy gentlemen 


„and, ladies, who I frequently oblige with a bed 


at the moderate rate of three guineas per night. 
« Among the reſt of my good cuſtomers there 
ce are two liſters of diſtinction, who have each 


of them their particular favourites, and always 
<< meet them at my houſe; —one of them is 


& married to a man who is as jealous of her as the 


4 devil; and if he ſhould get the leaſt intimati- 


© on of her intrigue, and that I am privy to it, 
< he would blow me up and ruin me for ever. 
I therefore beg and beſeech you, fir, that if 
% you make any diſcoveries of this nature, you 
« will not divulge it to any foul in the world, 


much leſs not put it into your book; and in re- 


«* turn for this favour, be aſſured that you, and 
any friend you ſhall bring with you, ſhall be 
« welcome to the beſt apartment in my houſe, 


„ with a hot boil'd chicken and a bottle of wine 


* into the bargain. —1 am, | 
* Depending = your honour, 


2 « You mok reg 
5 humble, fervant, 
% SusaNNA PRIM.“ 


This good gentle woman's requeſt is come too 
late to be comply'd with; — ſhe will find, how- } 
eder, if her avocation allows, her. tune for. the pe- | 
{ ruſat of theſe volumes, thai l have carefully avoid- | 
1% og making any mifchief in families. 


I have alſo receiv d another letter from a young 
Ys 


oh 
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lady, too tedious and too little intereſting to be 
preſented to the public, ſo I ſhall only give tHe 
heads of 1 it, with my opinion oh the matter it con- 
tains. Ie 1994 n 

She is very preſſing with me to clear her repu- 
tation, which as ſhe ſays, ſuffers much in the 
world without being guilty of any real crime, but 
by the account ſhe gives of herſelf, even tho” ſhe 
ſhould*be as perfectly innocent in fact as ſhe; pre- 
tends, and as I hope ſhe is, I can fee very :liule 
merit in the virtue ſhe ſo much boaſts of, much 
leſs expect that any thing I can urge will put to ſi- 
lence the cenſures ſhe complains of. 

When a young woman, well born, genteely 
bred, and accuſtom'd in her childhood to coaverie 
with perſons of condition, can condeſcend to 
keep company, and appear in all public places 
with the meaneſt and moſt abandon'd of her own 
ſex, and ſuffer herſelf to be treated in taverns by 
thoſe of the other with wham ſhe had no acquain- 
tance, nor had ever ſeen before, what can be al- 
ledg'd in vindication of der . her * 
dence, or her a 4-0 

She ſays that her her, in his laſt moments, 
put a dagger into her hands, with a ſtrict charge 
to keep and uſe it in defence of her chaſtity it at- 

tack d; but does not add that ſhe ever had any 
occaſion for exerting the heroine in this manner; 
— ſo it ſeems to me that in the numberleſs dan- 
gers ſhe confeſſes to have provok'd, ſhe muſt 
have been indebred for proteQion merely to 
chance, or to an uncommon ſhare either of ho- 
nour, or coldneſs of conſtitution in the men with 
whom ſhe entruſted herſelf. 

Upon the whole, all that can be ſaid in her fa- 
vour is, that want of thought, the 1 of plea- 


ſure, and of company . 
conduct the too late _ "ran epi ry a, 
| * 
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and which. will be better retrieved by a future 
n by any vain excuſes 
or Nef It bng emol ot 2mwole vt * 


'S&s &.&* 7 


CHAP. XI. 
of a very extraordinary funeral, 


me" other pretty particular occurrences 
, the author was witneſs of, in an 


e BY matte "to" the moſt favourit 1 the 
ma mo oo 5-4 
3 | 


requently ftroll thro? the town, with my Invi- 
8911 Belt cloſe girt about me, not always with 
a view of making — but merely to 

enjoy — of may ught, without 

inte by the i ed how-d'y's of ſome 
who might meet and know me by day, and to be 
ſafe from the ſalutation of the ſtand and deliver, 
— inveſtors of the ſtreet by night, with whom I 
was no leſs inclined to engage in combat, than I 
am to comply with their unreaſonable and unjuſt 
demands. 

In theſe unmeaning rambles 1 ſometimes tem- 
bled upon adventures no Tefs'entert: than 
of thoſe I had fought after, and took fo 
pains to explore the hidden ſource of | 

un not, however, pretend to promiſe that 
thisT am now about to recite is either fo impro- 
ving or fo as ſeveral others preſented to 
— work; but de that as it ſfrall 

— the candid reader will actept of things 

fell under my obſervation, and content 

XA CESS as are leſs agreeable, for the 

fake of thoſe he ſhall find much more to his taſte. | 
< Even life a kind of on k appears, 


* ond of joy. rg" of hopes, waer. 


Contains the 


Ann 
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The good, the bad, we ws with 1 — 
6 bear, 1 

Welcome ame and ae mY 
MarsTON. 


I was going through a narrow lane one day, 
and ſaw a great concourſe of the meaner ſort of 
people gather'd together about a little door, which 
then ſeem'd to me, and I afterwards found, was 
the avenue to ſome ſtables or coach - houſe; as I 
did not imagine that perſons of the appearance 
theſe were could be aſſembled on any matter wor- 
thy of my attention, I ſhould ſcarce have ſtopp d 
to make any enquiry into it, if, juſt as I came near 
the place where they ſtood, they had not been 
join'd by ſome others, whoſe interrogateries a- 
waken'd my curiofity. 

The firſt that ſpoke was a broad ruddy-faced 
woman, with tatter'd garments, ungirt and looſe- 
ly flowing, as was her hair, which hung down to. 
her brows z — her heels the length of half a ſpan 
behind her ſhoes; and, in fine, every mark a- 
bout her that denoted her a true devotee to Bac-, 
chus, to whom, though it was ſcarce mid-day, 
and not the uſual time for the performance of his 
rites, ſhe had been plentifully 3 in ſuch 
liquor as ladies of her rank are wont o late 
to be regaled with; — her words were theſe: 

Firſt Woman. * the devil's to be done 
© here? — Is there any thing to be ſeen?” 

To this demand a robuſt fellow, who by his ap- 
pearance I took to be a Carman or a waggoner, 
reply'd in theſe terms: 

Firſt man. Ay, marry, — the fneſt ewe 

dy report, that ever you ſaw in your ts 
© or may ever ſee again.* * | 

Woman. What is it?“ | 
23 Why Where have you Br, 
K 4 © that 
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you. have not heard that one of lady Mar- 
yells dog in dead, and lies in, ſtate * the bu- 
21 Ait gad bent ed '7 1 

of the new comers, on this intelligence, 
clapp d her hands and cry'd out: 

. Fourth Woman. * Lord! — Lord! a dog lie 
* in ſtate; — what will this world come to? ä 
Second Han. To no good I am afraid: — 
© but theſequality. chink they may do any thing; 
« —if it had, been a poor man's child, LWwarrant 
it might lie above ground, and be fent to the 

© pariſh for a grave, for any care her Ts 
© would take about it.” 

Ommen. Ay, ay, ſo they might indeed.” 

An arch wag, 'who was an apprentice in the 


200 


neighbourhood, on hearing what was ſaid, thruſt. 


himſelf in among them, and in a ſneering voice 
ſpcke thus: 

tice. * Oh fye, you ſhould treat a pond 

© ſon of quality's dog with more reſpect; — be- 

© ſides, I have been told that the deceaſed was li- 

© neally deſcended, by the fide of his dam, from 


© a favourite bitch of Oliver, Croamwell's, who 
© was lord protector of England, and that his fire 


© cameover from Holland ith an officer belong- 
ing to the houſhould of King William, of im- 
© mortal memory. 

Second Woman. © What of all that, I am ſure 
© Tlived ſervant in as worthy a family as any at 
© all; — they had a fine dog call'd Czfar, he 
4 was of good king Charles b ed, — every body 
**lov'd him, he was fuch a gentle  good-natur'd 
© creature; — but they made ron fob about him 
hen he died; — he was thrown out upon the 
« dunghill, and there lay till ſomebody ſtole 
» wen tor the fake of bas film.” F * 

I do not doubt but much more would have been 
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if the door had not ſuddenly * 1 
a footman in deep mourning, 5 
number of thoſe that had been within, an d 
ſame time gave entrance to thoſe who' had wiited 
without. | 
I accompany'd theſe laſt, being th aps j 
tho' I believe for very different reaſons, of behold- .= 
ing ſo extraordinary a ſcene. = 
Along paſſage between the ſtables eight ws 
into a ſpatious court-yard, ' which having crofs'd, 
our conductor ſhew*d us into a magnificent houſe, 
and then into the theatre, where the farce I had 
heard ſpoke of was exhibited, — the walls of 
which were lined with black bays. as was alſo the 
floor and cieling; — the light of Heaven was 2 
tirely excluded thence; but fifty wax tapers, in 
ſilver ſconces, were placed at an equal diſtance 
round the room, with a large luſtre in the middle, 
containing ſome twenty more, ſupply'd the ab- 
ſence of the ſun : —at the upper end ſtood a bier, 
with the coffin of the deceaſed, both cover'd with 
black velver, and on the lid of the latter was 
fix'd a ſilver plate wal hs inſeription A 
on it: 4 13 


2 U P 1 D, 
Who came into this world April 2, 1749 


And d 1 12, 1753. 
He lived d e 


1 6B bei ys! G . 4 Þ 

On one fide of the bier, ar near "thi feet r 

the corpſe, fat a woman in deep mourning, hold 

ing a white handkerchief cloſe to her face, not to 1 

wipe off the tears, but to conceal the diſdain with. . 
— 4 it was overſpread at the office pete "ts 

e apptokch's this der, the e, who 

Ks 


2 Py N = 

1 —— — 
1 — 

\ 


© Footman. * Well, mars. Sufbn, —thi fir bs 
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fad beet our guide, lifted up the lid of the coffin, 
1 q. obli Ir of the body; ant cer- 
iy ire eyer was à more truly 
and Local fight than the little black noſe of the 
creature, who was of the Dutch maſtiff kind, 
peeping, as it were, out of a ſhrowd of white Ve- 
netian ſattin. 
It was pleaſant enc 
* of the ſeveral Frog — ſome lifted 
up their Hands, and eyes, in token of the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment, — others bit their lips' and 
ſhook their heads, ſeeming both to deſpiſe and be 
enraged at ſo egre a piece of folly and extra- 
vagance; while others held the flaps of their coats 


or their aprons to hide that laughter, which they 


found it impoſſible to reſtrain; and ſome there were 
who had their mouths half open, ready to burſt 
into exclamations, had they not been awed by 
the conſideration of the place they were,in, and to 
which it 1s not to be doubted but that they plenti- 
fully gave a looſe when they found themſelves 
8 rty to do fo. 

The perfon who had nſhet'd' in this reſpecta · 
dle company ſaw them alſo out; — on the door 
being open'd, another cluſter preſs'd for entrance, 
but were dnl; undertaker's ſervants, 
with two mourning coaches and fix, were now 
come, and the funeral was order'd to 
ſet aut — 2 _—_ as I afterwards 

id was to be interr d in a grave d 
foe kids is 6 Gebt near the * 
as willing to fee whole of this cere- 
mon I turn'd back into the room, and was im- 
y follow'd by the footman, on which en- 
oed this diſcourſe between bim and the mock 


© mourner : 


aa —© 


to behold the different 
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„ Suſan is lich time — it 
c S 
« given out, tho? I had loſt my place by it, — 60 
© be confined to fit here for a whole day and a 


© half, as mute as a fiſh mourning over a 


and expoſed to alk the mob in the pariſh ; 
1 . was ſo prepoſterous a Miene. 
I think, indeed, my lady has in 
q 2 15, 4 Colley. ſays, outdone all ry Gang} po 
© doings: — however, we have no great reaſon to 
complain at the whim, — we have each of us 
got a good ſuit of mourning by it.” 
Suſan. * That makes ſame amends, 1 own.” 
Footman.. . Ay, faith; — and I can tell you 
6 that poor Catherine has had a much worſe time, 
© while ſhe has ſupply'd your place in waiting up- 
on the living dogs above- ſtairs, than you have 
6 had in pretending to bewail the dead. one be- 


© low.” 

Suſan, * As how ? — what is the matter d 
Fuotman. Why. my lady has done nothing 
© but. ſcold at her all this morning; lays 
© ſhe heard Porapey howl laſt. night, and the. is 
© ſure his bed was not made eaſy; — and that 
PFF 
Vas not brought up in 2 china baſon.“ 

Suſan. Oh this is nothing; — don't you. 

6 that her ladyſhip once mal 24 
* turn me out of doors becauſe ſhe catch?d me e- 
Cater has ales dans ein re es 


plaguy dogs, when we ſervants 
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Feen. That was becauſe her ladyſhip has 
* that diſh. at her own table - — and 
you know it is an eſtabliſh'd maxim with « thay 
- 


5:ithat for. ſervanta to eat. of the fame victuals 
© their do, makes them ſawey and af 
5 ſuoing, — many good things would not 
© be kepe ll they fink rather than we Tg 
Op 


th, 


© Huſb,— buſh; — Ithink I hear her 


Marvell. . mr. r "Gab not 
fit to attend the funeral himſelf.” . 
1 — The poor man is nat well, it 
< ſeems, madam, ſo hopes your ladyſhip will ex- 
„ cuſe bim, as he has ſent four of his beſt and 
©. moſt; ſolemn looking men to go with the 
< coaches.” 
Lady Marvell. - Lis the impudent fel- 
„low thinks it beneath him to attend the funeral 
©. of a dog; — ſuch mean foul'd wretches know 
not how to make any diſtin tion between the 
© ;cor of a beggar and the favourite of x; womarr 
* of quality; — but it is the laſt burial he ſhalh e- 
©. ver have out of my family, — and fo 1 ſhalt 
© tell him when I pay - his bell. — And you: fir, 
have you taken care that the grave is dug hand- 
< ſome and deep. that my poor creature 
. up fer the: fake of: Up patio 
and. ſhrowd? 
1'Footman. 5 Mow my induce gre: Re. wa 
+ that i hould be 1wo tet broad and nine feet in 
. *the earth at aſt.” 
Lady Marvell. 3 
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© from going to ſee if it was done as it 


© bee vt 05.17 esam ob 216.1 Gul uni 

. Footman-* « Your ladythip knows | was oblige 
© ed to attend the door? U 

Marvell. on deve of ſores 

— — ſor not 222 . 
© ſervants are certainly the greateſt plagues in 
© life but, as every thing is ready, cal in the 
fellow to fcrew up the coffin, hold, <1 
© muſt faſt ——— my poor « -uqgine <= 
© ture;—farewel, my pretty little Cupid : — 
— —— — 
13 is over, come directly up to 

your other maſters and miſtreſſes; for they have 
deen ſtrangely uſed theſe two days: — nevet 
+, was:a- woman of quality's family fo handled : 
2 
© keeper.” 

Her ladyſhip went out of the room in 
theſe words, and the death-hunter's fervants 


were called m ;---they brought with them a long 
footman,--- 


mourning cloak and hat-band for the 

2 ſcarf ſor mrs. Suſan, and gloves for each of 
them; as ſoon as they had-faſten'd up the coffin, 
which I perezived they could not do without laugh: 
ing, the proceſſion ſet out, mrs. Suſan bearing 
the coffin under a velvet pall upon her lap, went 
in the firſt coach :---the footman ſeated himſelf in 
the other, and the undertaker's ſervants walk'd 
on each fide with their hands upon the doors. 
A gaping multitude, who could not think-of 
returning to their own garrets or cellars without 
having been ſpeQators of all that was to be 2 


follow'd with a confuſed noiſe, grating enough to 
the ears, but not at all unſuitable to —— 
ä 

Fot my part, my — 


een 


E 
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hos to the beſt of my remembrance. 


The Invifible S v. 

d in his faſt receptacle :. it did not, however, 
63.the truth is, J promiſed myſeif with 
finding or other in the upper apa t- 
merits in this houſe, no leſs extr 
what I had beery preſented with below ;-—nor did 
my conjectures deceive me, as I believe the rea- 
der will — allow, before the concluſion of 
this chapter. 

""] was, indeed; u lde apprehenſive of 2. diss 
appointment, when, after having ſearch'd two 
handſome fore par lours, aſcended to the firſt 
floor and wander'd thro' ſeveral rooms, I could 
neither ſee nor hear any one living creature; 
but at laſt the appearance of lady revived 
my dying expectations; ſhe ſtarted out from a 
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EA 


cloſet which 1 had not taken notice of, at the 


end of the gallery, and went up another 
pair of ſtairs ; I purſued her ſteps with equal ex- 
pedition, and enter*d with her into a 
chamber, the furniture of which Iſhall give a de- 


were no fewer than fourteen beds of dif- 


. 


* 


„ „„ „ ( erogene. 2888061 


. 
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and chat, — and that to clear your fight, and 
* 7 — . remember — — | i, 


* 
at this time, and proceed to relate what 
——ůÄ—— . NHO 
me with much aftoniſhment. 
A maid, whom I ſoon afterwards found to be 


Lady Marvell. © Take that then, you ſlut, 


Theſe 


208 The Iruifible Sp v. 


firſt on one ſhoulder; then on the other, till I be- 
eve her own arms aked with the fatigue then 
turning to her who were crying and yelp- 
ing all this time, addrefs'd them in theſe terms: 


© —you hate to ſee me angry, tho” it be in your 
* own cauſe. Come hither, Pſyche, — you have 
© loſt your lover; — but I will get you another 
© Cupid. — Prince, what makes you fo 'dulf-this 
© morning ? — you don't friſk and caper about as 
© you uſed to do; — I ſuppoſe your bed was not 
© made any more than Pompey's; ou look as 
© if you had lain rough all night. — 5 is my 

poor Bully too, — as I live not ſo much bobs 
. lack tuft bn his emþ-e6ind'@ aut. — Fidell, why 
do you bark? — you have ſomething to tell me 
* now, if 'you knew how. — Well, — you have 
© all been ſadly managed theſe two days, ſince 
* your own maid has been from you. — Come, 
MA uu war and kiſs your lady: — poh, your 
© mouth is all tut impudent quean has not 
© waſt'd DT ie” wy 

Maid. Indeed, niadim; I waſh'd one 
222228... von- 


© der is all over wet.” 


Lady Marvell. © The towel, why, auda- 
© cious puſs, have you preſum'd to waſh all their 
© faces with one towel? — get out of my fight, 
© toad, — devil, or I ſhalf break your nec ; down 


© ſtairs.” aun 
nes war the e comflonthde'cone- 

mand the poor maid could have received; — ſhe 

ſtaid not to de bid a ſecond time z — the flew out 


2 af room * Cx — lady one: a thouſand 


y'd with blows, 


Lady Marvell. * The dear good-vatured things; 
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examine them, in hopes, no. doubt, of finding 
ſome farther. matter of, accufation againſt the. poor 
maid; but was interrupted: by the {uddgn coming 
in of ber huſband, fir Pun Marvell, who, tho? 
the beſt natured man in the world, could not for- 
being a little ruffled at the tranſactions of that 
morning, and accoſted her in this manner: 

Sir Patient. 1 wonder, madam, — 

« poſe yourſelf in this faſhion.” . „ zug 7” 

Lady Marvell. * myſelf, far Patient. 

Sir Patient. * Yes, madam, both yourſelf . and 
me too. — You do not know how much you 
. have render'd us the common table-talk of the 
town.“ 

Lady Marvell. ] deſpiſe the town and all it 
© can ſay. But pray on what occaſion?” 

Sin Patient. How can you aſk that queſtion ? 
— Here hath been I know not how many meſſa- 

© ges ſent to enquire after our health. — Under- 
© takers men have been ſeen to come into the 
© houſe with bales of cloth, fconces, and other 
© utenſils, for a pompous - mourning. — What 

* could pong think of all this, as we have no chil- 
d ren, but either ou or I were dead 
Piſh, no body could think any 
h 5 — the little ſolemnity I order'd for 
upid, was only in the back part of 
— and thoſe who, out of reſpect to 
came 2 their laſt leaves of the dear 


ani 1 pa through the ſtables: — he was 


I 


4 


ip rt 


$ 


and 

maid and one footman, aſſiſted at the obſe- 
quies.” 

Sir Patient. Oh, madam, it was ridiculous 
(4 — 
— 
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n of town by day light, to de inter d, 
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Lach Marvell. Sir Patient, I brought a for- 
© tune latge enough to keep whatever I pleaſe, and 
in what manner I pleaſe ; —you have no reaſon 
© to complain. — What would you ſay, if inſtead 
© of dogs I kept a gallant?” g 

Sir Patient. Why really, madam, I know 
© not whether it would make me more laugh'd 
© at, or yourſelf, more cenſur d.“ 

Lady Marvell. * Mighty well, fir, Patient, 
© mighty well indeed; — this is fine treatment 
© for a woman of my unblemiſh'd virtue ;—there 
are ſome wives who would not fail to ſhew you 
© the difference between keeping a few harm- 
© lefs animals and a fellow; and if I refrain from 
doing the latter, it is as Mr. Rowe makes Arba- 
© baſia tell her tyrant” 


Not that I fear, or love, or reverence thee; . 
But that my ſoul, conſcious of whence ſhe 


ſprung 
Sits unpolluted in her ſacred dwelling, 


Sir Patient. Virtue has many branches, ma- 
© dam, befedes chaſtity, and 1 could with you 
« would remember that the care of not giving of- 
* ſence is not the laſt among them.” 

Marvell. I never aimed to give offence, 


Lady 
© but ſhall be under no concern about thoſe who 


© take it without cauſe.” 

Six Patient. « Well; maden, L hope you will 
one day conſider what you oe to your on cha- 
3 re 

duty not to render me un 

ks Api; AER 
iſſued from his breaſt, at which his lady, 
however, feem'd as little affected as ſhe bad — 
with his remonſtrances; — the moment l 
gone ſhe reſum'd that diſcourſe wick dog 


And ſcorns to mingle with a thought fo mean. 
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which his coming had broke off, and which I had 
already heen too much tired with hearing to ſtay 
the conitinuance of, ſo went direQly out of the = 
houſe, tho” not without a very troubled, mind, to * 
have found a lady who had every requiſite to com- 
mand reſpect, take a pride in making herſelf n= 
W 4 


„ 
9 ' » + 


— 1 


CHAP. IL 


L a hind of warning-bell to the public, and gives 
a melancholy, tho" a too common proof, = 
fon in endeavouring, by unjuſt or 
ſures, ta avaid falling into an imaginary 3 
tune is frequently liable to bring on effectually what 
otherwiſe might never bave bappen d. 


O * all the paſſions which diſtract the human 
mind, ſure there is none more pernicious in 
its quality, or more dreadful in its conſequences, 
than jealouſy ; — it is look'd upon, indeed, as the 
"Ig — 2 — 
on; yet it is fuch a proof as no one would wiſh to 


F774 


, as it infallibly involves the beloved ob- 
-1 > \ np of diſquiets, whether innocent or 
2 4 is the perſon poſſeſs' d of this rag- 

ing fury leſs wretched ; — fo juſt are theſe words 
. of Mr. Dryden: 

O jealoufly! thou raging ill, - 

All © Why haſt thou found a place in lovers hearts? 
"a 19 AlliQing what thou can*ſt not kill, | 
= 1 And poiſoning love himſelf with his own darts- | 


And as the inimitable Shakſpear more em- 
phatically, in my opinion, — 4 | 
© O what damn'd minutes tells he o'er, | N | 
n G18 | 
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But it is altogether needleſs to bring any teſti- 
monies from printed quotations on this head; 
even thoſe who have happily lived free from the 
direful paſſion in their boſoms, or never felt the 
effects of it from thoſe by whom they are belov- 
ed, cannot but have ſeen, among their acquain- 
tance, enough to convince them better of its ma- 
lignity, than they can be by the pen of 2 author. 

But as jealouſy frequently takes poſlefſion of 
the ſoul by almoſt imperceptible degrees, the fol- 
lowing little narrative may ſerve as an antidote 
againſt its poiſon, and warn every one, married 
perſons eſpecially, not to give way to its firſt 
— leſt it hould be in time whotly ſubdued 


Cleora had from her very infancy been promiſ- 
ed in marriage to the fon of a neighbouring gen- 
tleman, — about three years older than herſelt ; 
an inclination for her intended kuſband grew up 
with her years, nor was his affection Jeſs tender 
for her, whom he expeQed would one day be his 
wife; but when the innocent pair became ripe for 
the conformation of their mutual wiſhes, an un- 
happy diſpute happen'd- between their parents, 
which entirely broke off the match at once, and 
they were forbid to ſee each other any more. 

I was not at that time acquainted with 
either of the lovers, I cannot pretend to deſcribe 
what their young hearts ſuſtain'd in this cruel ſe- 
paration ; — it was, doubtleſs, very grievous to 
them both at firft ; — but abſence, and variety of 
amuſements, provided for them by their reſpective 
parents, in order to diſſipate their chagrin, by de- 
ees wrought the deſired effects: —Leander, for 
fo he was call'd, grew one of the gayeſt men a- 
bout the town; and Cleora was fo far wean' d 
from the remembrance of him, that, the ohey'd 
„ reluctance in pen 2 
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dreſſes of Ariſtus, who, after the neceſſary forms 
of courtſhip, became her huſb and. 
© Few nuptials gave a greater promiſe of felicity ; 
— the births, — the fortunes of the wedded pair 
were equal; — their ages perfectly agreeable ;— 
ſhe was not quite nineteen, and he no more than 
five and twenty ; — ſhe was a very lovely woman, 
he a moſt graceful man. — He had adored. her to 
ſo romantic a height, that it was thought, if he 
had not obtain'd her, a dagger or a bowl of poiſon 
muſt have been his fate: — ſhe treated him with 
all the tenderneſs that could be expected from a 
virtuous woman by a reaſonable man: — they 
were, in the firſt months of their marriage, the 
envy and admiration of as many as knew them. 
But alas, how uncertain is the date of human 
happineſs! — When Heaven is not pleaſed to be- 
ſtow on us a contented mind; I mean, when we 
do not aſk that bleſſing and endeayour to acquire 
it, in vain indulgent fortune laviſhes her whole 
ſtock of bounties on us; — we repine amidſt our 
plenty, — enjoy nothing we poſſeſs, and are 


- wretches becauſe we will be fo. 


The bridal houſe, fo lately the theatre of joy 
and pleafure, ſoon became the cell of gloomy 
fullenneſs and black deſpair ; — the eyes of the 
beautiful Cleora were frequently ſeen red with 
weeping ; — ſhe ceaſed to appear at any public 
place, and received very little company at home; 
vhile on the brow of the once chearful gay Ariſtus 


now lower'd a heavy melancholy, and all the in- 


dications of a deepinward grief. 
Every one faw the change, but none could pre- 
ſently diſcern the cauſe ; — it could not, however, 


long be kept a ſecret ; — the ſervants who waited 
immediately on their perſons. were the faeſt:who 

- difcover'd it, theſe reported it to the others, and 
©" they fail'd not to whiſper to as many as they were 
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rg their maſter was prodigi- 
of his lady. 
tokens he 0 go” of this frenzy, as I 
inform'd, was to debar Cleora 
to the opera, - the play, the maſ- 
12 routs and aſſemblies, all which 
— had been accuſtom'd to frequent :— 
„ without mur - 
mur or repinings and told him, with a great deal 
of ſweetneſs, that if thoſe diverſions were infi- 
nitely dearer to her than ever they had been, 
ſhe would readily facrifice all the pleaſure ſhe 
took in them, to that of teſtifying her love and 
duty to him. 

Not contented with this he proceeded farther, 
and forbid her to make any viſits without him, 
except to his mother, who lived but in the next 
ſtreet :—and then to let him know, that he might 
meet her there and bring her home ;—hard as 
this injunction ſeem'd to her, me comply'd wh 
it, being reſolved, if poſſible, to chaſe from his 
mind all thoſe ideas ſhe found be had conceived 
in prejudice of her diſcretion, and convince him 
os ſhe regarded nothing ſo much as his fatis- 


What more could woman do, or man expect? 

— yet all was not enough to make this jealqus 
huſband eaſy :—whenever they were abroad to- 
gether, it any gentleman happen'd to be in com- 
pany, the leaſt gallant thing ſaid to her, or com- 
plaiſance return d to it by her, immediately ſet 
the worm within his brain a madding, and made 
him, on their coming home, reproach her in 
terms very unbecoming in him to make uſe of 
and difficult for her to bear with patience ;— 


Wi 


nevertheleſs, he ſtill loved ber, —loved her. to-an 


Nl as the poet ſays, . 
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© No ſigns of love in jealous men remains, 
But that which fick men have of life, their 


pains. 

In fine, this behaviour of Ariſtus engroſs'd 
much of the converſation of the town, and vari- 
ous were the conjeQtures paſs'd upon it ;—ſome 
highly blamed him ;—others were apt to ima- 
gine there had really been ſome imprudences on 
the part of Cleora; and not a few there were 
among her own ſex who, hating her for thoſe 
very perfections which ought to have excited 
their eſteem, ſcrupled not to pronounce her guil- 
ty of every thing ſhe could be ſuſpected of. 

Much was this lady to be pitted, —deprived of 
all thoſe pleaſures to which her youth had been 
accuſtom' d, ill treated by her huſband, —cen- 
ſured by her acquaintance, and ſecluded from the 
ſociety of thoſe who might have found means of 
diverting, if not wholly diſſipating her melan- 
choly. 

To add to her misfortune, ſhe had no friend 
near her to whom ſhe might complain ;—her fa- 
ther, being a widower, had broke up 
ing ſoon her marriage, and was retired with 
an intent to paſs the remainder of his days with 
her elder ſiſter, who was ſettled in a far diſtant 
county; ſo that the only perſon from whom ſhe 
received any tion was miſs Lucia, the 
ſiſter of Ariſtus, a young lady of great good na- 
ture, and who believing her truly innocent, uſed 
her utmoſt endeavours to put all chymeras to 
her prejudice out of her brother's head. 

diſcourſes which continually fill'd my ears 
about this family, and the different opinions the 
world had of the manner of their living toge- 
ther, made me reſolve to have recourſe to my 
Inviſibility, in order to diſcover which was in the 


right. 
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Accordingly I went one day, equipt as uſual, 


with my Belt and Tablet, to make a viſit at their 


houſe, —Ariſtus was abroad, but I found Cleora 


fitting in a very penſive poſture in her dreſſing- 


room. 

I had not been there above two minutes before 
the waiting-maid came in, and aſk'd her lady 
whether ſhe would be pleaſed to walk into the 
next room, or have tea brought in where ſhe 
was; to which ſhe reply'd ; 

Cleora. I do not know as yet.— Has any bo- 
© dy been here from my ſiſter Lucia ? 

Maid. * No, madam.” 

Cleora. * Well then, get things ready in the 
© drawing-room,—T believe ſhe will be here pre- 
© ſently;—ſhe was from home when John went 
© to tell her I defired her company ; but as ſhe 
© was expected ſoon, and muſt have heard of my 
© meſſage, ſhe would certainly have ſent an ex- 
* cuſe if any thing had happen'd to prevent her 
© coming.” 

She had but juſt given over ſpeaking, and the 
maid withdrawn to do as ſhe was order'd, than 
her footman came in and preſented her with a 
letter, which he told her was left for her by a por- 
ter, who ſaid it requir'd no anſwer, and was 

ne. 

N muſt confeſs, that on hearing this I was 
ty of great injuſtice to the fair Cleora, and be- 
gan to be apprehenſive that her huſband's ſuſpi- 
cions were in reality founded on too ſolid rea- 
ſons; but I was ſoon aſham'd of my raſh judg- 
ment, when ſlipping behind her chair, and look- 
ing over her ſhoulder as ſhe read, I perceived 
the letter was from miſs Lucia, and contain'd 
theſe lines: 7 
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To Cron. f 
c Dear Sis TER, ; | 
ce Ords cannot expreſs how greatly I am 
cc troubled, on finding myſelf oblig'd to 


« ſend this inſtead of waiting on you in perſon; 
be aſſured I love and value your converſa- 
tion as I ought, and ſhall no leſs ſuffer in be- 
ing depriv'd of it, Heaven knows for how long 
a time, than you will do in the knowledge of 
the cauſe:—in fine, ſome idle ſtories, of 
which, I dare believe, my. brother's unhappy 
caprice has been the ſole occaſion, have reach'd 
the ears of my mamma, and made her think 
it improper for me to be ſeen with you, while 
the world continues to judge of you in the 
manner it does at preſent ;—ſhe heard of your 
meſſage to me, and ſtrictly forbid me to obey 
t the ſummons ;—you know too well, my dear 
4 Cleora, what duty is owing from a child to a 
«© parent, and alſo how much my father's will 
has left me in her power, to reſent the painful 
& proof I now give of my obedience to her 
on | wiſh, for my own fake as well as yours, that 
«© ſhe, my brother, and every one that knows 
« us, were as well convinced as myſelf of your 
“ perfect innocence; but, till that happy time 
6 arrives, muſt content myſelf with the memory 
& of the many happy hours we have paſs'd to- 
© gether, and the hopes of many more yet: to 
© come, when once the horrid cloud which now 
66 us is removed, — Farewell, — that 
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« it, ſhall be the conſtant prayers of her, who 


6 is | 
wich the greateſt ſincerity, 
« My very dear Cleora, 
«© Your moſt affectionate ſiſter 
And humble ſervant, 
| & LUCIA. 


c Pp. S. Tho' my mamma intends to talk to 
& you upon this head herſelf, ſhe would not pardon 
« my giving you any hint of it; for which rea- 
* ſon I durſt not any of our ſervants to con- 
„ vey this to you, but fend it by a ſtrange por- 
© ter; and beg that, for fear of accidents, you 
« will commit it to the flames as ſoon as read. 
Once more, my dear ſiſter, I bid you, with 
„ an aking heart, adieu.“ 


Scarce had ſhe gone through half this epiſtle 
before her countenance betray'd the effect it pro- 
duced ;—diſdain, —and rage,—and grief, ſeemed 
now to have united all their force to raiſe a 
in her mind, which immediately broke 

forth in theſe and the like exclamations : 

Cleora. Deprived of my poor Lucia too, — 
© and on fo ſhocking a pretence! — Good Hea- 
© yen, for what unknown crime of mine, or of 
© my anceſtors, am I link'd into ſuch a family 
© — Mother and fon alike unjuſt, ungrateful, 
© baſe, tyrannic ! — Have I renounced all the 
© gay amuſements of life, — ſubmitted my temper 
© tothe will of an imperious huſband, and made 
© it my whole ſtudy to oblige him, to meet at 
© laſt with this ungenerous, this barbarous return 

My virtue ſuſpected, my reputation traduced, 

and my converſation ſhunn'd as a diſgrace! — 

© Oh, tis too much, — too much for human pa- 
. ©* tience to ſuſtain!” 


It was for ſome time before ſhe could compoſe 
herſelf 


vho 
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herſelf enough to finiſh the peruſal of what Lu- 
cia had wrote to her; — and after ſhe had done 
ſo, relapſed into agitations more violent, if poſ- 
ſible, than the former, with geſtures, and a tone 
of voice which denoted the extremeſt bitterneſs 
of heart, ſhe cry'd out: 

Cleara. * And muſt I always bear this uſage! 
—be condemn'd to drag on a life of laſting 
wretchedneſs and infamy !—no, I cannot, —will 
not —Oh Heaven, who knoweſt my perfect 
innocence, ſend me the means to clear, or to 
revenge my wounded fame 

Many other expreſſions of the ſame nature did 
her paſſion vent, till at laſt, recollecting the re- 
queſt Lucia had made in the poſtſcript of her 
letter, ſhe ſnatch'd it haſtily from off her toylet 
and thruſt it into the fire, ſaying at the ſame 
time : 

Cleara. © Poor Lucia, however, muſt not ſuf. 
© fer for her friendſhip to me.” 

Ariſtus being return'd home, was that inſtant 
coming up ftairs, which being oppoſite to the 
room where Cleora was, and the door open, he 
had an opportunity of beholding this laſt action, 
tho” not of hearing the words which accompa- 
ny'd it ;—he flew like lightning to the chimney 
in order to fave the paper, not doubting but it 
contain'd ſomething that might add freſh fewel 
to his jealouſly ; but, nimble as he was, the flames 
were yet more quick, and left not the leaſt part 
of what he ſo much wanted unconſumed. 

This diſappointment, join'd with what he had 
ſeen Cleora do, ſo much inflamed him, that look- 
ing on her with eyes ſparkling with indignation, 
he ſaluted her with this reproach : | 

Ariftus. © | perceive, madam, you will be till 
© too cunning for me;—your lovers having fo 
* cautious a miſtreſs have little to fear from the 

L 2 reſentment 
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* reſentment of an injured huſband ;—yet, had 1 

come a moment ſooner, I might perhaps have 
* diſcover'd enough in that paper to have filenced 
« all your future boaſtings of virtue and fidelity. 
Cleora. * Oh, fir, you need be under no ap- 
© prehenſions on that ſcore;—the continuance of 
© your baſe ſuſpicions deſerve not that I ſhould 
© be at any pains to undeceive you.” 

Ariſtus. * No, — twou'd be in vain ;—too well 
© know you; know all your vows and aſſeve- 
© rations falſe as your proſtituted heart ;—nor can 
© you,—dare you now, attempt to juſtify your- 
* ſelf, after the glaring proof I have received of 

© your infidelity.” 
'  Cleora. * What proof?” 
. Ariſtus. That paper, —perfidious woman; 
that paper, whoſe aſhes, if they could ſpeak, 
© would riſe in judgment againſt you; they are, 
© however, ſilent evidences of your ſhame and 
© my diſhonour.” 

Cleora. This is madneſs, or ſome new pre- 
© text to uſe me ill. Pray what can the moſt in- 
* jurious of your imaginations ſuggeſt on the 
© burning of a bit of paper? 

Ariftus. Did I not obſerve your countenance 
c while throwing the lewd ſcrawl into the fire? 
Did not your gloating eyes purſue it as you 
c would the fellow from whom it came? --- Were 
© not all the marks of guilt and confuſion on your 
© cheeks on my approach ? --- But this is not all; 
EI was told below that you had juſt received a 
© letter by a porter: --- anſwer to that, thou hy- 


© pocrite.--- Does it become a married woman, of | 


« your rank and circumſtances, to receive letters 
© brought by ſuch meſſengers?” 


Cleora. * A married woman ! — ſay rather a 


© married wretch; for ſuch are all who have 
* huſbands like Ariſtus.“ 
Ariftus. 


4 
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Ariſtun. Still you evade the queſtion; — but 


© if you would not deſerve to be the wretch you 
© call yourſelf, — be once fincere, and tell me 
© from which of your pretended admirers that let- 
© ter came.” | 

Cleora. From none.” 

Ariſtus. Perhaps then ſome female agent, — 
ſome fly promoter of your amorous intrigues: 
— but no equivocations ; — explain the whole 
of this dark myſtery, or by Heaven my ſword 
ſhall rip the ſecret from your breaſt.” 

Cleora. Do, — kill me, — it is the only act 
© of kindneſs you can ſhew, and all I now wiſh to 
© receive from you.” | 
Ariſtus. So daring in your crimes, — aban- 
don'd creature ;— but get out of my fight this 
moment, leſt I be indeed provok'd to do a deed 
I might hereafter repent of: — much as you 
have wrong'd me, I ſhould be loth to ſend your 
polluted foul to everlaſting perdition.“ 

Clezra. * Monſter! — but to quit your pre- 
© ſence is a command I ſhall always be ready to o- 
bey.“ 

* with an unſpeakable haughtineſs that Cleo- 
ra utter d theſe words as ſhe flung out of the room. 
— 1 am apt to believe, by the amazement Ariſ- 
tus now appear'd in, that this was the firſt time 
ſhe had ever teſtify'd any great marks of reſent- 
ment for his ill treatment of her; — he ſtood for 
ſome moments in a profound reſvery, and when 
he came out of it, lifted up his hands and eyes to 
heaven, ſaying, 

Ariſtus. Good God! nothing but the moſt 
perfect innocence, or the moſt conſummate 
© guilt, could inſpire a woman with ſo much bold- 
© nefs. — I know not what to think.” 

Then folding his arms, again ſeem'd loſt in 
ing 3 meditation, 
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meditation, which having indulged awhile, the 
 ſubjeQ of it burſt out in theſe words: 

Ariſius. If ſhe were innocent, wherefore 
ſhould ſhe conceal from me the contents of that 
curſed letter? — No, — *tis too plain ſhe is 
guilty; — in vain would my fond heart, that 
ſtill doats on her, find excufes for her behavi- 
our; — yet it would be ſome eaſe to be convin- 
ced ; but tis impoſſible, — ſhe has too much art. 
— How true, O Dryden, are thy words : 


Sa ©®.0 VV &  £ 


Falſe women to new joys unſeen can move, 
There are no prints left in the paths of love: 
All other goods by public marks are known ; 
But this, we moſt defire to keep, has none. 


After this he walk'd ſeveral times backwards 
and forwards in the room, then ran haſtily down 
ſtairs, as I imagin'd, in ſearch of Cleora; but 
finding he did not, and went cut of the houſe, I 
alfo left it too, having an engagement of my own 
that evening, ; 


CHAP I. 


In which the reader is requeſted to experi no more 
than a continuation of the ſame narrative begun 
in the preceding chapter; and which bas in it too 

great a multiplicity of incidents to be fully conclud- 
ed in this, 


HE diſtreſs in which I had left the beautiful 
Cleora, and the knowledge I now had of 

her innocence, very much affected me, and I 
muſt either have chang'd my nature, or have loſt 
that happy Gift of Inviſibility, which enabled me 
to diſcover almoſt every thing, not to have flown 
the next morning to the houſe of Ariſtus, in order 
to 
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to inform myſelf what effects the converſation of 
the preceding night had produced. 

I truly pitied the unhappy pair, for though A- 
riſtus was unjuſt and cruel in his ſuſpicions, yet I 
plainly ſaw he ſuffer'd no leſs in his own mind 
than what he inflicted on his much mjur'd wife; 
— eſpecially when I reflected that he was not 
guilty through a want of affection for her but a 
too violent exceſs of it; as is obſerved by one of 
our beſt Engliſh poets: 


The greater care the higher paſſion ſhews, 
© We hold that deareſt, we moſt fear to loſe. 


Indeed I ſoon found, how much more than I 
could even have imagined, this offending huſ- 
band deſerved my commiſeration; — he was a- 
broad, and Cleora not yet riſen from her bed, 
when I made my viſit, which, as near as I can 
remember, was ſomewhat paſt eleven o'clock; 
— reſolved, however, not to loſe my labour en- 
tirely, I had recourſe for intelligence to the tat- 
lers of the kitchen, whom, according to my wiſh, 
I found buſy in diſcourte on the very point 1 
wanted. 

Some took the part of their maſter, — ſome of 
their lady; and upon the whole, I found that a 
ſecond quarrel having enſued after Ariſtus came 
home, Cleora had refuſed either to fup or fleep 
with him ; but lay in a bed ſhe had order'd to be 
prepar' d for her in another room, on which he 
went not to his own, but centinued the whole 
night walking about the houſe, and behaved like 
a man totally deprived of reaſon ; — I ſhall re- 
late ſome few of the animadverſions made by 
theſe ſpeculative gentry on this occaſion. | 

Featman. Well, if I were a gentleman like, 


© my maſter, I would not make myſelf ſo uneaſy 
© for all the women in the world.” | 
L 4 Houſe- 
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Houſe-maid. * Never talk of it, William ; — 
© if a man will be jealous of his wife without a 
© cauſe, he deſerves to ſuffer.” 

Cook. © Ay faith, Margery, and if he had 
© ſome women ſhe would ſoon ſhew him the 
© difference, and make him jealous for fome- 
thing.“ 

Footman. You may ſay what you will, but 
© there muſt be ſomething in it; — tis plain he 
© loves her to diſtraction, and would never be in 
© ſuch paſſions with her if he did not ſee things 
© that we know nothing of.“ 

Fienſe-maid. * You are a cenſorious fool for 

© thinking as you do; — my lad a is as good a 
© woman as ever was born, and J dare ſay as vir- 
© tuous; — tis nothing but the devil that puts 
© ſuch notions in my maſter's head; — and tis 
© well if ſome time or other, when he is in theſe 
© freaks, if he does not do either her or himſelf a 
© miſchief.” 

Cook. So it is, indeed, Margery; I met 
© him upon the ſtairs this morning, and me- 
6 * thought he look'd for all the world as if he was 

going to make himſelf away.” 

The footman was juſt opening his mouth to 
make ſome anſwer when the valet-de-chambre 
came into the kitchen, and being aſk'd if he knew 
where his maſter was gone, he reply'd that he 
did, and that he was gone to wait upon his mo- 
ther ; on which ſhe that had ſpoke laſt ery'd 
our : 

Cock. His mother, — he will be much the 
© better for that; — ſhe has a good hand, as I 
© have heard fay, at making bad worſe; — I re- 
member Sarah that is juſt gone away overheard 
© her tell my maſter, that my lady kept too much 
* company, and went too often to the play, and a 
© heap of ſuch ſtuff; and I believe it is all owing 

© to 
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© to her that my poor lady is ſo much confined as 
© ſhe has been of late. f 

Valet. Hold your tongue, Cook, — ſhe is a 
very worthy fine old lady, — has ſeen the world, 
© — 15 a great economiſt, and nobody can blame 
© her for inſpecting a little into her ſon's affairs; 
© —and it does not become you to talk in this 
© manner of your betters.” 

Cook. © Marry come up, my good eſſence- 
© bottle 3 — I warrant you think that your bag- 
* wig and flouriſh'd ruffles muſt give laws to the 
* whole family; but I ſhall talk of whom I pleaſe 
and of what I pleaſe, without aſking your leave 
or any body's elſe, as long as I * nothing 
© but the truth.“ 

At this inſtant the footman, on a pretty loud 
knocking at the door, put his head through the 
window of the area, and crying, — © Here is my 
© maſter,” ran haſtily up to give him entrance; 
— [I follow'd as faſt as I could, being more curi- 
ous to ſee how Ariſtus would behave, than to 
hear what would be the iſſue of the conteſt be- 
tween the Cook and Valet. 

I ſtood cloſe in the corner of an arch in the paſ- 
ſage while he paſs'd by, and could ſee nothing in 
his countenance of that ferocity the ſervants had 
been deſcribing ; — on the contrary, a perfect 

compoſure ſeem'd to me to fit upon all his features, 
and left not the leaſt traces of diſſatisfaction. 

I attended him to a chamber, which, as I af- 
terwards perceived, was the ſame that Cleora had 
made choice on for her repoſe, if it were poſſible 
for her to take any, the preceding night ; — he 
knock'd gently at the door, but finding it not rea- 
dily open'd, retired and went into the dining- 
room, where he call'd a ſervant and bid him feck 
his wite's waiting-maid, and order her to come 
y to him. 

7 wy The 
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The young woman preſently appear'd, tho” I 
eaſily diſcern'd not without ſome tremor of the 
nerves, expecting, perhaps, to participate in the 
effects of her maſter's diſpleaſure ; — her counte- 
nance, however, grew more aſſured when he 

e in the moſt courteous accents, ſaying, 


Ariſtus. ls your lady awake yet, mrs. Bet- 


6.1 

5 aiting-maid. Yes, fir.” 

Ariſius. Then give my compliments to her, 
f let her know I am come home to breakfaſt, 
© and aſk if ſhe will have the tea ſerved where ſhe 
© is, or in her own drefling-room as uſual.” 

| Waiting-maid. * Sir, you may be ſure I ſhall 
© be punctual in delivering your honour's com- 
© mands to her. 

Ariftus. Say rather my intreaties, mrs. Bet- 
ty; — for tho” I may be a little out of humour 
* ſometimes, as it happer'd laſt night, yet I can- 
not think it becoming in our ſex to exerciſe any 
© authority over the ladies.” 

She ſaid no more, and after making a low curt- 
ſy went out of the room, very much ſurprized at 

is ſudden turn, as indeed was I, after what I 
had ſeen and heard; nor was able to determine as 
yet, whether the extraordi complaiſance he 
ſhew*'d was real or affected; — I was foon convinc- 
ed, however, — that it was the former, when 
the maid return'd with this anſwer to his me : 

Waiting-maid. Sir, my lady defires to be 
£ excuſed ; — ſhe has got a violent head ach, and 
© begs not to be diſturbed.” 

Ariſtus. © Tell her I bring her news that 
„ will make her well; — no, — hola, — I will go 
* myſelf.” 

With theſe laſt words he flew to the chamber, 
and puſhing open the door, which was now un- 
lock a, found his wife ſitting in a very „ 
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and dejected poſture ; --- ſhe ſtarted up at ſight of 
bim, and without giving him leave to ſpeak ac- 
coſted him in theſe terms : 

Cleora. ”Tis hard that no part of a houſe, of 
© which I am flatter'd with the name of miſtreſs, 
© can protect me from the inſults of a man who 
© certainly married me with no other view than to 
make me miſerable.” 

Ariftus. Oh fay not fo, — I will ſoon con- 
* vince you tothe contrary ; --- nor ſhall you ever 
. ore have cauſe to fly the preſence of Ariſtus ; 

--- I own I have been to blame, have ſaid and 
5 7 thouſand things that I am aſham'd to 
© think on. --- But why, my dear Cleora, did 

.- u raiſe my paſſion to that guilty height? 

hy conceal from me the author and contents 
© of 4 letter which gave me ſo much pain ?” 

Cleora. It would be eaſy for me to juſtify my 
«© refuſal.” 

Ariſtur. I know it would, my angel, full 
© well I know it would ; --- but T am now let in- 
© to the ſecret without your being guilty of a 
© breachof friendſhip to oblige me.. 

Cleora. What is it you mean, Ariſtus ” 

Ariſtus. I have been this morning at my mo- 
© ther's, where ſpeaking of our unhappy quarrel, 
© and the motive of it, my ſiſter immediately 
© changed countenance, and after vindicating 
* your conduct with the utmoſt vehemence, and 
© ſeverely condemning mine, confeſs'd it was her- 
© ſelf had ſent that letter to you by a porter, and 
had deſir'd you to burn it as ſoon as read.” 

Cleora. Dear Lucia! --- oh that the brother 
© had the ſiſter's temper.” 

Ariftus. ©* Brother and lifter are equally devo- 
© ted to you; --- if Lucia were Ariſtus, ſhe would 
do as Ariſtus does; and if Ariſtus were Lucia, 
* be would act like Lucia; — the difference of 

6 ſexes 
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* ſexes makes all the difference in our ſentiments 
© or behavivur ; --- her's is a tender friendſhip, --- 
© mine a raging love, which while happy in your 
© poſſeſſion, trembles at even the moſt diſtant 
«© poſlibility of ever being leſs ſo.” 

Cleora. * Can it be love that ſuſpects my vir- 
© wwe? 

Ariſtus. By Heaven, my cooler moments 
© have never ſet you down as capable of wrong- 
© ing me or diſhonouring yourſelf ; but when paſ- 
© fion rages in the ſoul, reaſon has little govern- 
© ment over our thoughts or words. — I know I 
© have been much to blame; — but oh, Cleora, 
© forgive a fault occafion'd only by an exceſs of 
© fondneſs; — ſo dear I prize you, that I envy 
© the very air that breathes upon your lips, and 
© wiſh to grow for ever there and keep out all 
© intruders.” 
| Cleora. * But do you confider how wretched 
© this cauſeleſs jealouſy has made me?” 

Ariftus. © Yes, and could tear out my heart 
© for having ever harbour'd the leaſt unjuſt ſuſ- 
© picion of you; yet have I ſuffer'd torments 
© much ter than was in my power to inflict. 
© — Could you be ſenſible of the agonies I felt 
* during this laſt whole cruel night, you muſt, 
you would forgive and pity me.” 


Cleora. * Mine have not been leſs ;— yet could | 


© I forget all, had my reputation been untouch'd 
© by your ill uſage; — you now know the pur- 
© port of your ſiſter's letter; and can you think 
© it poſſible for me to ſupport with patience, the 
being look d upon by your kindred as a diſgrace 
1 to the family I am come among? 

Aviſftus. Think not fo, my dear Cleora, — 
my ſiſter was always aſſured of your innocence, 
© and a ſtrenuous vindicator of every thing you 
© did; — my mother never thought worſe 2 
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© that ſome little inadvertencies in your conduct 
© had wrought me up to the follies I have been 
* guilty on, which ſhe has juſt now ſeverely chid 
© me for: — they will both wait on you this af- 
© ternoon, and give you all the proofs in their 
power of the ſincere reſpect and tenderneſs they 
© have for you.” 

Cleora. * Well, Ariftus, if I could be certain 
© that this was the laſt trial you would make of 
my good-nature, I might, perhaps, endeavour 
© to think no more of what is ö 

Ariſtus. If ever I fall back into my former 
© errors deſpiſe me,—hate, — think me the worſt 
© of men; — no, be aſſured I am too much a- 
© ſham'd of what I have been, ever to be the like 
© again; and as a proof of the perfect confidence I 
© now have in you, henceforward keep what com- 
© pany you pleaſe, I ſhall preſcribe no rules for 
6 yous conduct, I ſhall leave all to yourſelf, and 
© be ſatisfied that all you do is right.” 

Cleora. * I ſhall take the leſs liberty for your 
© granting me ſo much: — but if you ſhould re- 
© lapſe, remember what a certain celebrated au- 
© thor of our ſex ſays on this occaſion : 


We women to ourſelves this juſtice owe, 
That thoſe who think us falſe ſhould find us ſo.” 


She ſpoke this with ſo enchanting a ſmile, that 
Ariſtus, tho? not yet quite ſure that what he did 
would be agreeable, could not forbear catching 
her in his arms, and holding her for ſome time 
lock'd in the moſt ſtrict embrace, — then lettin; 
her looſe, and looking on her with the — 
tenderneſs, cry d, 

Ariftus. * Do you then forgive me? 

Cleora. © I do.” 

With theſe words ſhe threw her 


arms 
about his neck, put her face cloſe to his, return- 
| g 
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ing all the endearments he had juſt before gi- 
ven her; — after which, — that is, as ſoon as the 
—＋ 1 he was in would give him leave to ſpeak, 
he ſaid, 

Ariſtus. * My forever ador'd Cleora, depend 
© upon it that the whole ſtudy of my life ſhall be 
© to requite this goodneſs.” 

Cleora. * Treat me but as my actions deſerve, 
I aſk no more: but come let us go to break- 
«© faſt.” 

With this they went arm in arm into the next 
room, where Mrs. Betty and the tea equipage 
waited their approach. 

I now left this once more happy pair to enjoy 
the ſweets of their reconciliation; and as I doubt- 
ed not but the contrition of Ariſtus would be 
as laſting, as by many indications I had reaſon to 
think it was ſincere, expected not that any future 
events, worthy the attention of an Inviſible Spy, 
would happen to call me to their houſe again. 
But, unhappily for the perſons concern'd in it, 
a very few days after convinced me how little I 
was endow'd with the ſpirit of prophecy; and alſo 
that when once the fatal fire of jealouſy has got 

ſſeſſion of the mind, tho” it may lie dormant 
r a while, yet the leaſt wafting of a feather, or 
even a ſhadow, is ſufficient to give it motion, and 
kindle the ſmother'd embers into a blaze. | 

I was loitering one morning in the Park, the 
air was ſerene and not cold, the time of year con- 
ſider d, for it was then November; — few people 
being there, I had an opportunity of indulging 
contemplation with the wonders of nature, which 
even in the moſt barren ſeaſon affords matter to 
attract our admiration, and was almoſt loſt in 
thought, when I was ſuddenly rouz'd from it by 
the appearance of Cleora, who, in a rich genteel 
ille, came tripping down the walk, þ 
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after looking two or three times round her ſeated 
herſelf on a bench juſt oppoſite to St. James s- 
houſe; — my ſurpriſe to find a lady of her rank 
alone in that place ſtopp'd my farther progreſs, 
and engaged me to obſerve whether chance or 
8 motive had brought her hither. 

leſs time than the taking a pinch of ſnuff 
would laſt, Ariſtus came as from the NR 
he ſaw his wife at a diſtance, croſs'd over and 
came to her, ſaying, 

Ariftus. * What are you here, my dear, and 
© alone?” 

Cleora. You ſee I am, but I did not expect 
© to be pick'd up by a gentleman this morning. — 
We are well met, however, and if you have 
no buſineſs that requires your haſte, ſhould be 
© glad you would give me your company while I 
© ſtay, which will not be long.“ | 

Ariftus. * With all my heart, — I was only 
going to the coffee-houſe ; and in return for my 
© complaiſance you ſhall tell me by what accident 
© I find you here thus unguarded. 

Cleora. * Can one be unguarded where there 
© are ſo many ſoldiers? — But you muſt know I 
© have been among the ſhops at Charing-Croſs 
© and made a great many purchaſes ; — I chooſe 
© to walk over the Park; — I had William with 
me, but as I knew the ſentry would not ſuffer 
© him to paſs through with the things, I ſent 
© him home the other way : — when I came hi- 
© ther I found the air ſo extremely pleaſant that 
© I was tempted to fit down and take a little of it, 
© eſpecially as I found nobody here that I thought 
© would take any notice of me: — and now you 
. - 1 
! have the whole hiſtory of my morning's tran: 
Aris. A very conciſe one; — but ſuppoſe, 
© my dear, you had met with any of the * 
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© the Bloods, or the Buffs, how would you have 
© eſcaped their attacks?” 

Cleora. Why I would have ſet my arms akim- 
© bo, and look'd as fierce as they : — thoſe ſort 
© of *ſquires are never bold but to the fearful.” 

Finding, by their talking together in this gay 
manner, that they continued in perfect good hu- 
mour with each other, I thought I had no buſi- 
neſs to be an eves-dropper any longer to their 
diſcourſe, and was going to quit the place where 
I had ſtood, when, juſt as I had taken it into my 
head to do ſo, two gentlemen came down the 
walk, one of whom, in paſſing by the bench, 
ſtopp'd ſhort, look'd earneſtly at Cleora, ſtarted, 
made a low bow, and then went on ; — ſhe re- 
turn'd the ſalute, but with a confuſion impoſſible 
to be expreſs d; — ſhe bluſh'd, — ſhe trembled 
through every joint, — her fan fell out of her 
— and ſhe was ready to ſink herſelf upon the 


A leſs obſerving huſband than Ariſtus muſt have 
taken notice of this ſudden change; but the a- 
larm it gave his jealous heart was ſuch as com- 
[Fd him to be ſpeechleſs for ſome moments: 
eora in vain endeavour'd to re-compoſe herſelf ; 
all the efforts ſhe made to ſuppreſs or to conceal 
her agitations render'd them but the more violent, 
and conſequently the more viſible. —Ariftus at laſt 
broke ſilence with theſe words: 


Ariſtus. * You ſeem diſorder'd, madam ;—the 


* ſight of theſe gentlemen has had a ſtrange effect 
© upon you.” ' 

Cleora. I was a little ſurpriſed at the fight of 
© one of them ; — but that is not all, —I am not 
© well.” 

1 © I ſee you are not, either in mind or 
© body; — my coming was unlucky; had I been 
S abſent, you would doubtleſs have retain'd your 
« former 


| 
| 
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© former gaiety :—but this is no place to expatiate 


© on the cauſe of your diſorder, — I will get one 
© of the ſoldiers to call a chair, tis fit you ſhould 
go home.” 

He waited not to hear what anſwer ſhe would 
make, but roſe haſtily up and ſpoke to one of 
thoſe who he ſaw was not on duty ; — the fellow 
ran to do as he was defired, and preſently return'd 
with a chair : — while he was gone, Cleora had 
recover'd herſelf enough to ſay to Ariſtus: 

Cleora. © I perceive you are beginning to enter- 
© tertain ſentiments to my diſadvanage; — but 
© have patience till we get home, and I ſhall eafily 
© make this matter clear.” 

As he was putting her into the chair ſhe added, 

Cleora. You will follow preſently.” 

Ariſftus. I ſhall not be long after you; tho? 
© I believe your own meditations, at this time, 
* will be more agreeable to you than the company 
6 - a huſband.” | 1 

perceived ainly, by the countenance 

Ariſtus, that 2 — * * in his breaſt, 
which I doubted not but would break forth. in 
thunder; I could not help alſo being of opinion 
that there were ſome appearances on the part of 
Cleora not much to her advantage; — I thought, 
however, that the beſt way to form a true judg- 
ment of the accidents of that morning were to 
ſee them when they were together, ſo forbore 
following either of them, and reſtrain'd my im- 
patience *till the hour in which they uſually din- 
ed, as being the moſt likely time to find Ariſtus 
at home. 

On my coming to their houſe I found the door 
open and a footman in a laced livery fitting on a 
bench in the hall, as waiting for an anſwer to ſome 
meſſage he brought; — I went directly up to the 


dining- room; — no perſon being there I paſs'd 
| on 
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on to Cleora's apartment, and found her writing 
at her buroe; — a letter lay open before her con- 
taining theſe lines: 


| To CLEoRA. 
© Mapan, 
* Heard not of your marriage till ſome weeks 
« aſter it was conſummated ; and when I did, 
* the hurry of my affairs, being then juſt going 
< to Paris, prevented my congratulating you up- 
“ on it; — I return'd to England but three days 
os ſince, and the firſt enquiry I made was con- 
* cerning your health and place of abode; but 
© theſe interrogatories were mingled with ſome 
* other informations, which make me not quite 
* ſure that a viſit from me might not give of- 
& fence to that happy gentleman who is now your 


4c huſband : — 1 would not therefore take the li- 


* berty of waiting on you till I had firſt received 
*© your permiſſion ; — it is a bleſſing I ardently 


* long for, but whether proper for you to grant | 


« or not, I beg you will believe that I am, 


„ With an — too juſtly grounded for 


« change of circumſtances to alter, 
© Mapan, 
« Your moſt faithfully devoted, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
© LEANDER. 


The anſwer given by Cleora to the above billet 
was as follows : 


To LEANDER. 
«STR, 


* T* I ſtill retain a place in your re- 


membrance demands my grateful ac- 

* knowledgments, and I am forry to tell you that 
= it is at this diſtance only I can pay my 1 thanks: 
— it 
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& — it is eaſy for me to gueſs of what nature 
& the informations you mention have been, and 
« think myſelf obliged fo far to confirm the truth 
of them, as to let you know the favour you 
« intended me is wholly improper for me to re- 
« ceive; and to deſire you will attempt no future 
„ correſpondence of any kind, with her who is 
* no longer miſtreſs of her actions, but who muſt 
% always preſerve in her heart the beſt wiſhes for 
% ycur welfare. 

© CL ORA. 


Having ſeal'd this ſhe call'd her maid Betty, 
and bid her deliver it to the man who waited for 
it; — then took up Leander's letter and read it 
two or three times over to herſelf with very diſ- 
turb'd emotions; — after which ſhe roſe haſtily 
from the poſture ſhe had been in, whether with a 
deſign to burn, or lay it carefully up, I cannot 
pretend to ſay, for her huſband that inſtant flew 
into the room and ſnatch'd it out of her hand ;— 
ſhe ſhriek'd, and, in my opinion, very impru- 
dently endeavour'd to wreſt it from him; — his 
ſtature, as well as ſtrength, being much ſuperior 
to hers, he held it at arms length and read 
the contents, in ſpite of all her weak efforts to 
hinder it. 

Which done he clapp'd it into his pocket, — 
ſtamp'd, — bit his lips, meaſur' d the room with 
wild unequal paces,— ftill as he turn'd darting re- 
vengeful glances at the trembling Cleora ;— theſe, 
and other ſuch like frantic geſtures, introduced 
the following dialogue between them : 

Cleora. © What is there in that letter can have 
moved you thus?” | 
Ariſtus. * Was it not ſent by him whoſe ſight 
© this morning threw you into Tuch — 

cora. 


6 
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Cleora. *© I was alittle ſurpriſed at the ſudden 
appearance of a perſon I had not ſeen for a long 


© time; but know not that the diſorder I was in 


proceeded from that cauſe.” 

Ariſtus. He knew it did, at leaſt, and I ſup- 
poſe ſent you this billet by way of conſolation.” 
Cleora. © You put an odd interpretation on 


© his words as well as on my looks. Is this, A- 


© riſtus, the effect of all thoſe promiſes you ſo 


lately made? | 

Ariſtus. © When I made thoſe promiſes I 
was ſo weak as to believe there was a poſſibility 
of your being faithful ; — but I am now con- 
vinced of what you are ; — know that you are 
the moſt vile of women, and I the moſt accurſed 
of men.” 

Cleara. You make yourſelf, indeed, the one, 
by your unjuſt and baſe ſuſpicions ; — but 
no action of mine ſhall ever prove that I am the 


other.” 
Ariſtus. Death and furies! — did I not meet 


© the villian's ſervant with a letter from you in 
© his hand l' 


Cleora. © Suppoſe you did, — I wrote to for- 
bid his coming hither.” 
Ariſtus. © Yes, and no doubt to appoint a 
place more convenient for your meeting.” 
Cleora. *© "Tis falſe; — nor would the man 
whom your ſuſpicions wrong me with, harbour 
a thought to the - prejudice either of my vir- 
tue or my reputation. — No, if you had half 
* honour or his love I ſhould not be the wretch 
am.? 
Ariſtus. Then you confeſs he loves ? 
— © He ** once, and tho” Hea- 
ven thought fit to break off our intended union, 
I believe ſtill preſerves an eſteem for me.” 


Ariftus. 


| * * — * 


and was no ſtranger to the love had been between 
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Ariftus. As you for him. — Hell and ven- 


© geance! --- dare you avow this to my face! 
© Havel then only the leavings --- the refuſe of a 
© beloved rival ! --- audacious ſtrumpet ! 

In ſpeaking this he ſtruck her ſo violent a blow 
over the face, that the blood guſh'd from her noſe 
and mouth, on which ſhe cry'd out: 
 Cleora. Villain ! — there wanted but this to 
prove the baſeneſs of thy abje& ſoul! — but 
© think not that the name of wite ſhall make me 
© tamely bear ſuch uſage; — no, if the laws of 
England ſhould refuſe to do me juſtice, I will 
© fly to the remoteſt corner of the earth, and 
© ſeek a refuge among the leſs barbarous Hotten- 
© tots, rather than live beneath the roof, much 
© leſs ſleepin the ſame bed with ſuch a monſter!” 

How Ariſtus would have behaved on this is un- 
certain, —a ſervant that moment enter'd the 
room, and told him that a gentleman, who it 
ſeems he had ſent for that morning upon buſineſs, 
was now come to wait upon him; — whatever 
was in the mind of this diſtracted huſband, he had 
no farther opportunity of ſhewing it at preſent, 
and only giving a furious look at Cleoray and 
muttering ſome inarticulate curſes between his 
teeth as he went out, left her to ruminate on what 
was paſt. 

She no ſooner found herſelf alone than ſhe rung 
the bell for her maid, who appear'd quite frighted 
on ſeeing her lady in ſuch a condition; — the 
girl's exclamations made her turn to the looking- 
glaſs, and the injury that had been done to her 

eauty, it is probable, gave ſtrength to her re- 

ſentment, and ſhe reſolved to put in immediate 

— what ſhe had threaten'd Ariſtus with 
ng. 

Betty had lived with her before her marriage, 


her 


238 The Inviſille Se x. 


her and Leander; the enraged fair one therefore 
ſcrupled not to make her the confident of the mo- 
tive of this laſt quarrel with her huſband, and the 
intention ſhe had of quitting him for ever ; — 
then, after conſidering a little in what manner 
ſhe ſhould manage this affair, gave the fcllowing 
orders: 

Cleora. I would have you take a hackney- 
© coach for expedition ſake, and go to mrs. Clip's, 
© the tyre-woman, who cuts my hair, — I know 
ſhe lets lodgings; if ſhe has any a t 
empty, hire it directly; but if her houſe hap- 
pens to be full, do not return without procuring 
one for me in ſome other ; for I am determin'd 
togo this very afternoon, and ſhall think every mo- 
ment an age till I am out of this deteſted place.” 
While the maid was gone, Cleora fet about 
packing up her cloaths and jewels, which ſhe did 
with ſuch adroitneſs and alacrity, that in leſs than 
an hour every thing belonging to her was ready 
to be ſent away; — in a little more than that 
time Betty return'd, and told her that mrs. Clip's 
firſt floor being let he had agreed for the par- 
lours, which the ſaid were very handſome, and 
ſhe believed her ladyſhip would approve of, at 
leaſt till a better apartment could be provided. 

Cleora was fatisfy'd — another coach was call'd 
to carry her, and the maid follow'd in the other 
with the lu 

Ariſtus was all this time abroad, — he went out 
with the gentleman who had call'd on him, and 
his abſence very much facilitated the execution of 
his wife's deſign ; for had he been at home tis 
certain that either his love or anger, or perhaps a 
mixture of both, would have attempted to detain 
her; but what effects the ſteps ſhe had taken 
duced, both on the one and the other, be 
left to the ſucceeding chapter. 

CHAP. 
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> CHAP. XI. 

7 = In which the conſequences of Cleara's elopement, in 

5 * relation both to herſelf and buſband, are fully 

wn and an end put to that ſuſpence which it 
S „ bighly probable the former pages may have 
WE excited in the mind of every intereſted and curious 

lips, MY reader: 

know R i 

— Staid ſome hours at the houſe of Ariſtus ex- 


 hap- | pecting to be witneſs of ſomething extraordi- 
*. nary in his behaviour, when he ſhould be told of 


nin 4 the departure of his wiſe; but he returning not in 
mo- all that time, I grew weary of the tedious atten- 


„dance andquitted my poſt in order to go home; 
for as to Cleora, I had no thoughts of viſiting her 


z in her new apartment till next morning. 
n . Ia not being late, however, I took it into my 
ready bead to call in at a great coffee-houſe in my way, 
that and lucky was it for the gratification of my curi- 
Clip's oſity that I did ſo; — I found Ariſtus there, — he 
q was ſitting at a table in one corner of the roam, 
ſome diſtance from the other company, with pa- 
f, at | per and a ſtandiſh before him; — I advanced with 
N all the ſpeed I could towards him, and faw him 
call'd rie the following billet: 
other 


To LEAx DER. 
«SIR, 

* OV are a villian, and have endeavour'd 
* to wrong me in a point too tender to be 
© forgiven : — I need only tell you, that I am 
tc the huſband of Cleora, to inform you both of 
* what I mean, and what fort of ſatisfaction my 
* honour demands from you, which I expect you 
vill give me to-morrow morning at ſeven, in 


the : 
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& the Artillery-ground, Tothill-fields: — the 
&« hearer has orders to wait your anſwer to 
ARIS Tus. 


8 


This he ſent by a porter to the Braund's head | 
diſcover d, he had with a good deal of pains got 
intelligence that Leander conſtantly ſupp'd every 

waited behind Ariſtus with an impatience, Þ 
pm not inferior to his own, to ſee what reply 
ter return'd from him with theſe lines : 

To ArisTvus. 
«SIR, 

huſband of Cleora cannot make me in 
tc the leaſt ſenſible how I deſerve the name of 
c vou require, and ſhall not fail to meet you at 
the hour and place appointed, in hopes of being 
* treat in this manner a perſon who neither 
©« knows or ever had any deſign to injure you. 


in Bond-ſtreet, at which houſe, as I afterwards | 
night. 
eander would make to the above, till the por- 
9 N your telling me that you are the 
cc 
« yillain, yet I can eaſily gueſs at the ſatisfaQion | 
<« better inform'd for what imaginary cauſe you 
„ LEANDER. þ 


Ariſtus, after having read this, ſtaid no longer þ 
than to drink one diſh of coffee; as I perceived 
he turn'd that way which led to his own houſe, I | 
could not forbear accompanying him thither ; and 
I believe, by what I have to relate, the reader 
will think 1 had no reaſon to repent the pains I 
took. 

He was no ſooner enter'd than he aſk'd haſtily 
for his wife, doubtleſs with an intention to re- 
new his reproaches, and give a vent to n 


* 
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— the of the fury he was poſſeſs d of; but never certainly 

did aſtoniſhment work a more ſtrange effect, — 
ISTUS. BY on being told by the footman who open'd the 
door, that ſhe was gone, and the manner in 
which ſhe went, the ſudden ſhock at once depriv- 
ed him both of ſpeech and motion, — his face 
grew pale as aſhes, — his eyes were fix'd in a 
ſtupid ſtare, and had he been buried for three 
days, ſcarce could he have appeared more the 
ghoſt of what he was the moment betore. 

His deaden'd faculties by degrees reviving, the 
firſt uſe he made of them was to call up all the 
ſervants, aſking firſt one, and then another, — 
why ſhe was ſuffer d to depart, — why they did 
not ſtop her ! to which they an{wer'd, that ha- 
ving no order from him they durſt not preſume fo 
far ;—and beſides, they knew nothing of her go- 
ing till they ſaw the coaches at the door and the 

teaus carry'd out. 

He next demanded to what place ſhe had di- 
reed herſelf to be carried; but both Cleora and 
her maid having taken the precaution to give no 
order to the coachmen till they were got ſome diſ- 
tance from the houſe, no one of them was able 
to give him any information, on which he ſent 
them out of the room, not without ſore curſes on 
their indolence in not following the coaches; — 
then, thinking himſelf alone, began to give a looſe 
to the dictates of his deſpair and rage in theſe ex- 
preſſions : 

Ariftus. * Then ſhe is loſt ! — for ever loſt to 
* me! for if ſhe ſhould return, my honour, after 
this, would not permit me to receive her. — 
Why did I ever marry! —What demon tempt- 
© ed me to become the huſband of a woman, 
whom I knew all mankind who ſaw muſt love 
Das well as I! — Yet how ſecure, how happy 
did I once think myſelf in her embraces! — 
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Too bleſs'd, indeed, had ſhe never given me 
© reaſon to believe her falſe ! — Heavens ! that ſo 
© fair an outſide, ſuch ſeeming innocence, ſhould 
© be the varniſh of a foul polluted mind : — Curſe 
on my fond paſſion! — curſe on her fatal 
© charms! — Oh the deceiver ! — the vile hypo- 
© crite, while in my arms ſhe languiſh'd for ano- 
© ther! — There is no longer any room for 
© doubt, her flight has proved her guilt. — Re- 
© venge is now my ſole relief; — ſhe for the pre- 
© ſent has eſcap'd my reach; but I will ftab her 
© image in Leander's heart. — Oh that it were 
© morning, that I might put a huſband's mark 
upon the lewd adulterer ” 


While uttering the latter part of this exclama- ; 
tion he flew about the room as if _ bereft of | 


by the 
violence of his rage, funk into the contrary ex- | 


reaſon ; till his ſpirits, at length exh 


treme, — that of dejeQtion ; — he folded his arms, 
figh'd, and with tears burſting from his eyes, 
cry'd out: 

Ariftus, Oh Cleora! — Cleora! — lovely 
0 dious wanton, to what haſt thou reduced 


He then threw himſelf down on a ſettee, with 


groans like thoſe which iſſue from the breaſts ot 


men dying in their full vigour; whence, after ha- 


ving lain ſome time, he ſtarted up ſaying : 


Ariftus. © I will think no more; — to hear of 


© my diſtractions would but ſooth her pride.” 

He now foem's « little more compoſed, and 
calPd for ſomething to eat; but on its being 
brought could only mangle a cold chicken, with- 
out being able to put one morſel into his mouth, 
ſo roſe from table and went up to his own cham- 
ber, where I did not think fit to purſue him, as 
having already ſeen enough to make me know the 
preſent diſpoſition of his mind. 
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It was my full intention, however, to go in the 
morning to the Artillery-ground, to be ſpectator 
of the combat between him and Leander; but 
was diſappointed by ſleeping beyond the time 
they were to meet; — this a little vex'd me, but 
I conſoled myſelf with the thoughts of being able 
to hear the event, by calling ſome part of the day 
at the houſe of Ariſtus, for I knew not where Le- 
ander lived ; but my concern for Cleora carrying 
me firſt to her lodgings, I there got all the intelli- 
gence I wanted. 

I found that lady, as I believe, juſt riſen from 
her bed, for ſhe was in a looſe entire deſhabille: 
— ſhe ſeem'd very penſive, and had the marks of 
her jealous huſband's reſentment ſtill flagrant on 
her lovely face: — Betty was not with ber when I 
came in, but enter'd immediately after, and ſur - 
priſed her with theſe words : 

Betty. Oh! madam, — I have the ſtrang- 
* eſtthing to tell you”? 

Cleora. © What is it?“ | 

Betty. * Who does your ladyſhip think I have 
© ſeen?” 

Cleara. © Nay I know not. —Who, prithee ?? 

Betty. * The very footman that brought your 
© ladyſhip the letter yeſterday, and put my maſ- 
© ter into ſuch a rage; — I was never fo con- 
founded in my whole life.” : 

Cleora. Confounded, for what? — Where 
© did you ſee him: 

Betty. In the kitchen, madam: — when I 
© went down, juſt now, to put on the tea-kettle 
© for breakfaſt, who ſhould I ſee there but him 
talking to mrs. Clip: — his maſter lodges here 
in the tment above.” 
| Cleora. © Good Heaven! — was there ever 
© ſo unfortunate an accident! — to come to l d e 
in the ſame houſe with the man whom at pre- 
M 2 ſent 
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© ſent it moſt behoves me to avoid !—Do you 
© think he knows you?“ 

Betty. * O yes, madam ;—your ladyſhip may 
© remember it was I that took the letter from 
him and carry'd down your anſwer :—T war- 
© rant he knows me again; but if he did not, I 
find mrs. Clip has been babling to him about 
© your ladyſhip, for I heard her mention your 
© name as | was upon the ſtairs.” 

Cleora. © Sure I was infatuated not to forbid 
© that woman telling any body I was here; but 
] muſt remove immediately; —it would be my 
© utter ruin if my huſband, or any of his friends, 
© ſhould hear I had lain in this houſe but one 
© night.” 

Betty. * Very true, indeed, madam,—and as 
ſoon as your ladyſhip has had your breakfaſt, 
I will go out and get another lodging.“ 
Cleora. * Don't talk of breakfaſting,—I will 
© have you go this inſtant,—I am diſtracted to 
* think where I am.” 
Betty. * Dear madam, I beg you will not put 
ourſelf into ſuch a hurry of ſpirits, it ſeems 
der is gone abroad, and theſe gay gentle- 
men, when once they go out, ſeldom return 
all day:—I will engage your ladyſhip ſhall be 
removed before he knows any thing of your 
being here.” 
Cleara. You talk like a fool ;—as he went 
© out ſo early, he is the more likely to come 
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© home to dreſs, therefore prithee get away,— | 


© | would not have him ſee me here for the 
« world.” | 

Betty, finding her lady ſo reſolute, made no 
farther delays, but went into the next room and' 
huddled on her capuchin and gloves, which done, 
ſhe return'd and aſk'd what part of the town 
would be moſt agreeable to her ;—to which Cle- 
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ora reply*d,—that all fituations were alike indif- 
ferent to her; but ſhould chuſe ſome one or 
other of the ſtreets that turn'd out of the Strand, 
as ſhe muſt be private for a while, and had feweſt 
acquaintance that way,—and then bid her ſend 
mrs. Clip to her. 

The maid went out, and mrs. Clip enter'd the 
room preſently after :—Cleora told her the cir- 
cumſtances of her affairs laid her under a neceſ- 
ſity of removing from her houſe, and intreated 
ſhe would not make mention of her having been 
there to any one who might enquire for her ;— 
the other expreſs'd 2 good deal of concern for 
loſing ſo good a lodger, and aſſured her of ob- 
ſerving ſecrecy in the point ſhe defir'd. | 

While they were talking, a loud knocking at 
the door made mrs. Clip run to the parlour win- 
dow, and ſeeing who it was cry'd out, 

Mrs. Clip. Bleſs me! *tis Leander, — his 
© cloaths are all bloody, and his arm in a ſcarf! 
© —he has been fighting, that's certain! I 
© thought there were ſome ſuch thing in hand, 
* by his going out ſo early this morning; l beg 
* your ladyſhip's pardon, I muſt run and fee if 
© he wants any thing I can do for him.” 

Cleora was too much confounded at the name 
of Leander, and the condition ſhe heard he was 
in, to offer to detain her, and after ſhe was gone 
fell into a profound reſvery, which held her for, 
believe, not leſs than half an hour; and per- 
haps might have done fo much longer, if ſhe 
had not been rouſed from it by a gentle knock- 
ing at the parlour door;—but how greatly was 
ſhe ſu priſed, when on her calling to the perſon 
to come 11 ſhe ſaw Leander enter; — ſhe ſtarted, 
—tremblei, and with a faultering voice ſpoke 
thus to him: 
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Clecra. Oh, fir, a viſit from you is wholly 
© improper at this time l' 

Leander. I hope not ſo, madam; fince I 
© would not have ſo far intruded, but to acquaint 
© you with ſomething which it may be conveni- 
ent for you to know ;—I have ſeen your huf- 
© band this morning.“ 

Cleora. © Oh my forboding heart —I dread 
© to alk the confequence of ſuch a meeting! 

Leander. Y ou need not, madam, —Ariſtus is 
© unhurt, and I bear only one flight token of his 
© intent to take my life.” 

Clexra. * Then you have fought!” 

Leander. It was with the utmoſt I 
© drew my ſword againſt the huſband of Cleora; 
© —but be pleaſed, madam, to peruſe this billet, 
© and you will fee the neceſſity that compelPd 
© me toit.“ 

With theſe words he preſented to her the chal- 
lenge he had received the night before from 
Ariſtus ; which, as foon as ſhe had look'd over, 
ſhe return'd to him again, —faying,. 

Cleora. Unjuft Ariſtus ;—but I thank Heaven 
© that nothing worſe has enſued P 

Leander. Heaven, madam, has indeed alone 
© the praiſe; ſince it was not to any ſuperior ſkill 
© of mine, or to any generoſity in my antago- 
© niſt, that I am indebted for my preſervation, 
© but to a kind of miracle.“ 

Cleora. * As how ;—pray, fir, inform me!” 

Leander. © I know not, madam, whether I can 
© make you ſenſible how the thing happened, as 
© your ſex are ignorant of the terms made uſe 
© of in the deſcription of ſuch rencounters ;—but 
© I will do my beſt: —When firſt we met, I 
© would have endeavour'd to reaſon him out of 
© a miſtake ſo injurious to you and his own 
© of mind, as well as to myſelf; but he refuſed 
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© to liſten to any arguments I had prepar'd, and 


* flew upon me with the rage of an incenſed 
© lion:—by the manner of his fighting, I eaſily 
perceived he came with a reſolution either to 
kill or be kilPd ;—ſo as I was defirous of avoid- 
ing both the one and the other, I only ſtood 
upon my defence and parry'd the puſhes he 
made, tho' in aiming at my breaſt he ſeveral 
times expoſed his own :—the moderation I ob- 
ſerv'd but inraging him the more, he attempt- 
ed to cloſe with me; and in that action I re- 
ceived a wound in my right arm a little above 
the bend, which hindering me from making 
any uſe of that wriſt, I ſhifted my ſword into 
* the other hand, ſaying to him at the ſame 
© time,” © You ſee, fr, I am diſabled, we muſt 
*© leave the deciſion of this affair till ſome other 
«© time.” —* No, cry'd he, I am not fo weak 
as to loſe the advantage I have gain'd.”—* On 
© this I retreated ſome paces, and then redoub- 
ling his attacks, the aukward oppoſition I could 
now make would not have protected me one 
moment longer, if in the very criſis of my 
© fate, when the point of his weapon was juſt 
ready to transfix me to the earth, we had not 
© fortunately been ſeparated : — ſome people, 
* whoſe windows had a proſpect of the Artillery- 
ground, ſaw the firſt of our engagement, and 
* making all the haſte they could to prevent the 
© threaten'd miſchief, arrived in the inftant I 
© have mention'd, beat down the ſword of Ari- 
* ſtus, and placed themſelves before me as a 
© ſhield.” 

Cleora. How this account has made me ſhud- 
* der!—What then did Ariſtus do! 

Leander. Walk'd ſullenly away, purſued by 


the reproaches of my deliverers till he was out 
© of hearing ; and it was with much ado that I 
_ prevailꝰd 
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c prevail'd with them to offer him no farther in- 
* ſults ——But, madam, while I am giving you 
© the hiſtory of my ill treatment, I fear it is in 
your power to preſent me with a more ſhock- 
© ing detail of the cauſe that brought you hither?” 

Cleora. It is ſuch a one, indeed, as if the 
© world be not as unjuſt as Ariſtus, will eafily 
© abſolve me for the reſolution I have taken of 
© never living with him more;—but it would 
© happen very unlucky for my reputation, ſhould 
© it be known I have ſeen you even this once; I 
© therefore intreat that after I go hence you will 
© not think of making me any future viſits.” 

Leander. Tho” it is hard to ſuffer for the 
© faults of another, yet, madam, be aſſured 1 
© ſhall never deſire any thing that may give Ariſ- 
© tus a pretence for his ill treatment:—l1 flatter 
* myſelt, however, that the remembrance of our 
former tenderneſs is not ſo totally obliterated, 
© but that friendſhip may ſubſiſt between us 
© you may, at leaſt, permit me to write to you 
© ſometimes.” 

Cleora. © I know not whether even that would 
© not be too much.” 

Leander. Neither virtue, nor duty to the beſt 
© of huſbands, could ſet down as a fault the fa- 
© your I requeſt; and to prevent all miſinterpre- 
© tations of our innocent correſpondence, I thall 
© take ſuch precautions as will keep it a ſecret 
* from all the world.” 

Clara. Well, fir, I cannot refuſe this 
© of your compaſſion for me, and think I ought 
© not to deprive myſelf of any innocent conſola- 
© tion under my preſent affliction ;—you may 
© therefore be aſſured that I ſhall receive, and 
© anſwer your letters, with all the ſatisfaction a 
* woman in my circumſtances either can or ought 
© to feel.” * 
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He was going to make ſome reply when Betty 


return'd from her errand ;—the was a little ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing him there, and ſaid nothing till 
her lady, impatient to know the ſucceſs of what 
ſhe had been about, ſpoke thus to her : 

Cleora. * Well, Betty, have you done the bu- 
© ſineſs I ſent you on?” 

Betty. © Yes, madam,—pleaſe to ſtep into the 
© next room and 1 will give you an account.” 

Cleora. * No, you may tell me here,—1 dare 
© truſt this gentleman's diſcretion.” 

The maid then inform'd her that ſhe had a- 
greed for lodgings at the houſe of a great tay- 
lor, whom ſhe nam'd, in Norfolk-ſtreet ;—on 
this Cleora defired Leander to retire, ſaying ſhe 
muſt get herſelf ready, for ſhe was determined to 
depart immediately ;—he offer'd not to oppoſe her 
deſign; but tho* the leave they took of each 
other now was accompany'd with the greateſt 
_— on his fide, and reſerve on her's, I could 
eaſily perceive that this interview had rekindled 
in both their hearts thoſe flames of affection they 
before had felt. | 

After he had left the room, Cleora's things not 
having been unpack'd, there needed little prepa- 
ration for her going; —ſhe ſent for Mrs. Clip, 
and made her a handſome preſent for the trouble 
ſhe had given her houſe ; but finding her a tat- 
ling woman, acquainted her not with that to 
which ſhe was removing; —I ſaw both the mi- 
ſtreſs and the maid, with all their luggage, de- 
part in the ſame manner they had come; but 
did not y them to their new habitation, 
as I could not promiſe myſelf with finding any 
thing there as yet worthy of my enquiry. 

The diſcourſe of the town aftetwards informed 
me, that Cleora had employ'd a lawyer, and 
was ſolliciting either to have her whole fortune 
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return'd, or an annual allowance to the amount 
of the intereſt of it: Ariſtus was at firſt re- 
fractory to all propoſals of this nature; but all 
his friends, and his mother in particular, join- 
ing their perſuaſions, he at laſt was prevail'd on 
to fign articles of a final ſeparation; by which 
it was agreed that ſhe ſhould have a penſion of 
three hundred pounds a year during his life, and 
in caſe he died before her, her whole fortune re- 
ſtored. 

I frequently calPd upon Cleora and found that 
during this negotiation with her huſband ſhe kept 
her reſolution of not ſeeing Leander; but that 
affair was no ſooner over than he viſited her every 

„ the conſequence of which may eaſily be 

gueſs'd at, and was in a ſhort time proved; for 
they went to Paris together, and till continue to 
reſide there. 
This laft action of Cleora's has doubtleſs gi- 
ven the world room to believe ſhe had not been 
wrong'd by the ſuſpicions of Ariſtus; but who- 
ever is of this opinion does her a great deal of in- 
juſtice, — the Inviſible Spy is a witneſs for her, 
that her inclinations were virtuous, — her diſpo- 
ſition grateful and ſincere, and had ſhe been 
treated with that confidence a good wife ought to 
have been, no temptations would have had the 
power to have made her otherwiſe : — let all huf- 
bands therefore beware how they provoke, by ill 
uſage and diftruft, the fate they would avoid; 
and obſerve this maxim of the poets: 

N 

© kind, 

By love muſt clap a padlock on her mind.” 
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CHAP. VL 


Treats o divers and ſundry matters, ſome of which 
the Inviſible author flatters himſelf will be very 
agreeable to the greateſt part of the readers, but 
if contrary to bis expectationt, they ſhould bap- 
pen ta be found otherwiſe, be hopes at leaſt they 
will be excuſed on account of others, both paſt 
and tn come, more entertaining and ſuitable ta 
his taſte. 


HEN my curioſity was not attach'd to the 
purſuit of any particular adventure, I fre- 
quently ſtepp'd, for the fake of amuſement, into 
one or other of our great coffee-houſes ; and, in- 
deed, ſeldom return'd from any of them without 
bringing home ſomething worthy of my very ſe- 

rious refleQtions afterwards. 

Theſe places, I think, may with propriety e- 
nough be call'd the world in miniature, as they 
preſent you with ſome part of almoſt every thing 
that is in it; — the variety of company and of 
humours one meets there, fill the mind with an 
agreeable medley, which, when ſeparated and di- 
geſted by meditation, enlarges the underſtand- 
ing, and gives us ideas which otherwife might 
perhaps be for ever ſtrangers to us. 

The affairs of the army, the navy, the ſenate- 
houfe, the council- board are here freely diſcuſs*d, 
and cenſur'd or approv'd according to the diffe- 
rent intereſts or inclination of the ſpeakers :— our 
ſtock at home, our colonies abroad, our com- 
merce with our neighbours, our trade among our- 
ſelves, with deaths, births, marriages, . and in- 
trigues, are promiſcuouſly treated on ;—the cour- 
tier, the patriot, the man of buſineſs, and the 
man of pleaſure, talk every one on matters re- 
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lating to his own ſphere, and leave you uninform- 
ed of nothing. 

But it affords a good deal of diverſion to a cu- 
rious obſerver, when there happens to be in com- 
pany ſome country *ſquire, who perhaps ſees the 
town but once in half ſeven years, and knows 
nothing of what is done in it but what he reads in 
thoſe few news papers which are permitted to be 
ſent down to the village were he lives ; — how he 
ſtares, and gapes with his mouth wide open as if 
he would ſwallow all he hears, and every now and 
then aſks, — How can this be — and — How can 
that be? — and expreſs his honeſt wonder on be- 
ing told things which indeed, without knowing, 
would ſcarcely be believed by perſons brought up 
in leſs ſimplicity. 

But as much as we town- bred people may laugh 
at ſuch a one, there is, in my opinion, another 
ſpecies of mortals yet more deſerving ridicule ;— 
How often have I ſeen a fellow almoſt as ignorant 
as the ſeat he fits upon, in every thing but the 
common occurrences of life, liſten with a ſhew of 
the greateſt attention to an abſtruſe argument 
— give a ſignificant nod at ſome parts of it, — 
ſhrug up his ſhoulders at another, — ſometimes 
ſhake his head, — wink with one eye, — ſeem to 
debate within himſelf to which of the orators he 
ſhould give the preference, and if aſk'd any queſ- 
tion by a by-ſtander on the occaſion, reply with all 
the gravity of a philoſopher, --- © Sir, I never 
give my ſentiments in theſe matters.” 

henever I chance to meet with ſuch a one, I 
cannot help remembering what the witty Earl of 
Rocheſter ſaid in one of his poems : 

© When a fool among wiſe men does filently 
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Impoſlible it is to deſcribe folly in all its various 
ſhapes ; but there is none more prepoſterous than 
when it puts on the garb of wiſdom, affects to 
be ſententious and auſtere, and endeavours to 
hide its aſs's ears beneath the veil of deep pro- 
fundity ; --- yet nothing is more common than 
this, as may every day be ſeen on benches more 
—— than thoſe in the places I am ſpeak- 
ing of. 

But it is very likely that the impatient reader 
will cry out, --- What is all this to the purpoſe ? 
--- and begin to think it high time I ſhould relate 
ſomething for his entertainment, if not for his 
improvement; --- indeed I cannot poſitively pro- 
miſe that I ſhall be able to do either the one or 
the other, but I will endeavour the beſt I can; 
and a candid mind will always allow that there is 
ſome merit in a good intention. 

Well then, --- on the evening of that memo- 
rable day in which Dr. Cameron was executed, 
and the bills for naturaliſing the Jews and for pre- 
venting clandeſtine Marriages had paſs'd the royal 
aſſent, I went to a certain celebrated coffee-houſe 
at the court end of the town, neither White's 
nor St. James's, yet found it as full of company as 
ever I ſaw either of them. 

The moment I enter*d the room I perceived the 
important tranſactions of the day engroſs'd the 
diſcourſe of the whole aſſembly, except among 
ſome few ſtripplings, fuch as the French diſtin- 
guiſh by the name of Petit Maitres, but by their 
dreſs appear d belonging to the army; — theſe 1 


left to adjuſt their ſword-knots and toupees, and 


advanced where a ſet of more ſerious gentlemen 
attracted my attention. a 
I found they had been talking of the Marriage- 
Bill; but whatever arguments had been urged: 
among them, pro and con, either in vindication 
| or 
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or diſapprobation of it, were all over before I 
came; and the firſt thing I heard, and which 
made me know what had been the ſubje& of 
their converſation was this: 2 

Fir Gentleman. I am very ſenſible, gentle- 
© men, that it does not become us to make ob- 
« jeQtions to any bill in parliament, after it is once 
© enacted into a law: — but I heard of an odd 
accident happening yeſterday, which may ſerve 
© to ſhew the conſequences that are likely to at- 
© tend laying ſuch a reſtriftion on the hearts of 
© young people; — if you pleaſe I will relate it 
© to you,” 

Second Gentleman. Pray do fir.” 

Third Gentleman. I dare anſwer it will be a 
© favour to us all.” 

Firſt Gentleman. * You muſt know, gentlemen, 
© that I am acquainted with an eminent citizen, 
© who has under his guardianſhip a young lady 
© call'd Miſs Haſty, a — of twenty thouſand 
© pounds; — I take him to be a worthy honeſt 
© man, and one who would faithfully diſcharge 
© the truſt repoſed in him; — ſome buſineſs o- 
© bliging me to call on him this morning, I found 
him with a countenance full of trouble and con- 
©. fuſion ; — on my aſking him if any misfortune 
© had happen'd in his family, he reply'd, — 
There are few things could give me more con- 
& cern, ---Miſs is married, and has thrown 
« herſelf away in a moſt ſtrange and unaccounta- 
& ble manner.” | 

On my expreſſing ſome ſurpriſe, he related the 
whole * to me, which I will give you the par- 

„ as near as I can remember, in the 
ſame manner he told them: 

The Marriage-Bill, it ſeems, had been a great 
« bugbear to this young lady all the time it was 
depending in parliament, and when ſhe heard 

| © it 
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© it had paſs d both houſes, and waited only the 
© royal aſſent, ſhe took a reſolution not to leave it 
in the power of her guardian to put any con- 
© ftraint upon her inclination ;--- ſhe had no lover, 
© nor was there any particular perſon to whom 
© ſhe wiſh'd to be united for life, yet was deter- 
© mined to be ſo to ſomebody or other; --- ac- 
© cordingly ſhe went yeſterday morning into the 
* counting-houſe, where my friends clerk, a ſpruce 
young man, fat writing at his deſk, - Good- 
% morrow, Mr. Cypher, ſaid the, do not 
* wonder what brings me here ſocarly ?”? --- 4 I 
* have not yet had time for wonder, Miſs, an- 
„ ſwer'd he, you are but juſt come in. --- But 
„pray what are commands? “ I have a 
© mind to be married, reſumed ſhe, will you 
© have me?” ---< Certainly, Miſs, ſaid he, if 
« I were worthy of that honour.” --- © That is 
© none of your affair, return'd ſhe, if you 
© to my propoſal throw away Þ wa pen go 
% with me this moment to May-Fair Chapel.“ 
— The young fellow, who imagin'd not 
© ſhe meant any thing more than to rally him, 
© reply'd laughing, -— © With all my heart, Miſs; 
« but ſhall we not make maſter of our par- 
c ty?” --- © Piſh, cry'd ſhe ſcornfully, I did not 
ce think were ſuch a fool; but remember 
* what I ſay, you will hereafter repent your not 
© taking me at my word.” 

© This refuſal did not baulk her intention, --- 
© ſhe took a hackney-coach directly, made her- 
© ſelf be drove very flowly up one ſtreet and down 
© another, looking in at every ſhop ſhe paſs d, till 
© ſhe ſaw a neat young fellow behind a haber- 


© daſher's counter; — here ſhe ſtopp'd, and 
© bekcon'd him to come to her, --- which he did, 
© bowing very humbly ; but ſhe made him come 
+ unto the coach, and aſk*'d _— OT 
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© ried; --- to which queſtion he anſwering in the 
© negative, ſhe made him the ſame offer ſhe had 
© the clerk ;--- the young fellow, who was only 
© a journey-man, having no friends nor fortune 
© to ſet him up in his buſineſs, thought his con- 
© dition could not be made worſe by the venture, 
© and after a ſhort pauſe conſented : --- he would 
© have gone back for his hat and gloves but ſhe 
© would not permit him, and away they drove to 
© May-Fair, where they were immediately mar- 
© ried by one of thoſe parſons who officiate there. 

© When the ceremony was over ſhe ſent him 
© home in another coach, telling him ſhe would 
© come in about two hours and claim him for a 
© huſband, which ſhe did after having hired hand- 
© ſome lodgings for the conſummation of their 
© nuptials. | 

My friend was ſurpriſed when dinner was 
© ſerved up and Miſs Haſty not at table, and 
© much more fo on being told ſhe went out in 
© the morning in a hackney-coach, without either 
© her maidor footman to attend her ;---night com- 
© ing on, and ſhe not returned, he grew very un- 
© eaſy, --- ſent to all her acquaintance in ſearch 
© of her, but in vain, no body had ſeen her the 
© whole day: the clerk, on this beginning to 
© think the offer ſhe had made him was more in 
© earneſt than he had believed it, related to his 
© maſter all the conference that had paſs'd between 
© them in the counting-houſe, on which the 
© honeſt gentleman was almoſt out of his wits, 
© — he apprehended the truth of what had hap- 
© pen'd, and that all the meaſures he could now 
© take would be too late to prevent her ruin. 

* He ipld me that no man had ever paſs'd a 
© night in greater diſquiets than he had the laſt ; 
© — the morning, however, put an end to the 
© ſuſpence he had * 
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© her bridegroom with her, — told him the mo- 
© tives that had induced her to take the ſtep ſhe 
© had done, and the manner in which ſhe had 
© executed fo odd an enterprize ;—adding, that 
© it was her glory to have diſappointed the legiſ- 
* lature, and not left it in the power of any 
© guardian either to diſpoſe of her hand, or re- 
© ſtrain her for giving it wherever ſhe had an in- 
© clination. 


© The miſchief was now irremedible, advice 


© and reproof were equally in vain, ſo he an- 


© ſwer'd little to the recital ſhe had made him; 
© and ſhe departed with her ſpouſe, taking 
* with her her two ſervants and all her bag- 
gage.“ . 
Here the gentleman ended his little narrative, 
and received the thanks of the company for the 
trouble he had given himſelf after which one of 
them faid : 
Second Gentleman, I do not doubt, indeed, but 
© that the paſſing this Bill will bring about 
© ſuch marriages ; — I have it confidently 
* firm'd, that fince the bringing it into the houſe, 
© which I think is not above three months, there 
© have been more couples noos'd in the Fleet, 
* May-Fair, and other private Chapels, than in 
6 7 the Churches throughout London in a whole 
« Year. 
Third Gentleman. That may be; but how- 
© ever unlucky it may prove to ſome private fa- 
* milies, I cannot think it concerns the publick in 
© any meaſure equal to the Naturalization of the 
© Jews; — though for my part, I am determin'd 
© never to give my vote for any member who 
© ſupported either.” 
Here ſeveral ſtarted up, and cry'd with one 
voice, — © Nor I, — Nor I, by Heaven” — on 
which another, who I had not heard ſpeak before, 
| reprov'd 
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reprov'd the warmth they expreſs'd in theſe 
terms : 


Fourth Gentleman. Hold, gentlemen, — 
© whatever your thoughts are, it ſeems to me 
© highly impolitic in you to declare them in this 
* public manner ;—conſider, I befeech you, that 
© if what you ſay ſhould reach the ears of the 
© honourable houſe, they might, perhaps, rather 
than run the hazard of not being rechoſen, ef- 
© tabliſh themſelves in their ſeats for ſeven, four- 
© teen, or one and twenty years, and ſo on ad 
© infinitum.” 

Firſt Gentleman. © What, a dictator- 
* ſhip! — Tuſh, — tuſh, the people would not 
hear it.“ 

Second Gentleman. No, no, they would not 
© bear it.” 

Fourth Gentleman. Indeed they would bear 


that and every thing elſe ;—you are quite miſ- 


* taken in your fellow- ſubjects, — they are not 
* what they were in former days : — ſome few of 
© them, its true, might bounce and bluſter a 
© little at firſt, eſpecially over their cups, but 
* when once the fire of the liquor was evaporated 
© they would cool like a diſh of tea, and become 
© as gentle and tractable as lambs.” 

Third Gentleman. Sir, I have the honour to 
© beentirely of your way of thinking ; — the an- 
< cient ſtubbornneſs of the people of England has 
© been worn off for a long time, they now know 
© better than to be too ſtrictly tenacious, like their 
© leſs wiſe forefathers, of what they call their 
rights and privileges ;—the luxuries of life have 
taken off all their fierceneſs, and while they are 
* indulged fo far as to be left to play at Laugb 


and lie down,—will never go to hard- beadi with 
© any body.“ 
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Fir Gentleman. That is very true in moſt 

© caſes ;—but an Election is a thing of a different 
© nature from others ;—you do not conſider that 
© an Election is a kind of harveſt, both in town 
© and country, and a man fometimes gets as 
© much for his vote as enables him to pay his taxes 
© for a twelvemonth.” 
Second Gentleman, Ay, ay, we ſhall find no 
© cities, towns, or corporations that will do like 
© the Weſtminſter eleors, —ſet up a candidate, 
© and raiſe a contribution to bear the expences of 
© his ſtanding.” 

Third Gentleman. No, —if they did, they might 
© like them too be left in the lurch, and laughed 
6 at for their pains.” 

There is no pretending to ſay how long this 
diſpute would have laſted, or in what manner it 
would have ended ;—the ſudden appea 


rance of an 
uncouth man at the farther end of the room, 
a ſtop to all the converſation, and drew the eyes of 
the whole upon him ;—he looked wildly 
about him for ſome moments, till the waiter ask- 
ing him what he wanted, he anſwered in accents 
which ſhewed him to be Iriſh. 
Iriſhman. * Arra, joy, —I would know of 
© where I can get to the ſpeech of my 
Mac Dunder? 
Maiter. You have no couſin here, go about 
© your buſineſs.” | 
Iriſhman. *©* Arra, honey, you might give a 
© ſhivi: anſwer to a poor ſtranger; — it is not ſo 
© you would be ferved if you came to Eireland.” 
Waiter. I ſhan't make the trial. —Go, I fay, 
© —this is no for ſuch as ; ; | 
Iriſhman. * By my ſhoul, joy, an honeſt 
© Eiriſhman that carries a chair above here did 
* ſent me to you, and faid you did know my = 
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© ſhin Mac Dunder very well, and could tell me 


© news of him.” 

On this the pert il|-natured waiter was going to 
puſh him out of the houſe, but a gentleman, ei- 
ther through pity, or for the ſake of having ſome 
ſport with him, called him back with the 
words : ſe 

Gentleman. Come hither, friend, Who is 
© it you enquire for? 

Iriſhman, * For my couſhin Mac Dunder;— 
© myſelf is come all the way from Bullruddre on 
© purpoſe to fee him ;---I hear he has got brave 
© trade, and lives as great as the Lord Lieute- 
© nant, and it may be he will do ſomething for 
© his poor relaſhion.” 

Gentleman. Is mr. Mac Dunder couſin ?? 

Iriſhman. * Aye, 1 and 9 Patrick, is 
© he, my own ful couſhin.“ 

Gentleman. Well then, I'Il tell you where 

you may find him.” 

Iriſbman. * Bleſs you? ſweet face.” 

Gentleman. At Paris.“ 
Iriſhman. And where is that place, joy ? 
Gentleman. Not above a thouſand miles hence.” 

Iriſþbman. * Hubbuboo ;---and how ſhall my- 
© ſelf get there ? I have but one thirteen-pence 
piece and two rapparee halfpence in my purſe.” 

Gentleman. © You had better not attempt it; 
© for to tell you the truth, I believe he is gone by 
© this time, though much againſt his will, ſome- 
© what farther.” 

Ir:ſbman. If I could have ſeen him he might 
© have taught me the ſame trade of gaming that 
© he has got ſo much by.” 

Gentleman. * What he has got you had better 
© be without ;---fo, friend, I would adviſe you to 
go back to Bullruddre,—and here is ſomething 
© to help to bear your charges.“ 
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The gentleman then threw him half a crown 
and turned away, and the poor fellow went out of 
the houſe, ſhaking his head and looking extreme- 
ly piteous. 

The name of Mac Dunder / and his late tranſ- 
actions were well known to moſt of the company, 
and ſome diſcourſe concerning him enſued among 
them, which, in reſpect to ſome who have been 
his aſſociates, I ſhall forbear to repeat. 

I was juſt thinking to quit this place, and was 
already at the door, when a hackney-coach ſtop- 
ped, and the driver of it alighted from his box, 
and asked if one mr. Youngly was in the coffee- 
room; on which the gentleman who owned that 
name came out and ſtepp'd to the coach fide, 
where a lady putting out her head ſaluted him 
with this re 

. © How cruel are you to oblige me to 
this method of ſeeing you ?—I can ſcarce live 
© a day without you, yet you have ſuffered me 
© to languiſh for almoſt a whole week.” 

Youngly. have had buſineſs, and could not 
© think a lady, who beſides her husband has a 
© plurality of lovers, could want conſolation for 


" © the abſence of one; mr. Miramour was 


+ doubtleſs in the way to ſupply my place.“ 
. * Ungrateful creature, do you not 
© know that all the love I ever had for him 
© vaniſhed at the ſight of you, and that I have 
© never ſince granted him he leaſt favour ?—but 
© come in,—my fool of a husband is ſecure, and 
© we may paſs an hour or two at leaſt together.“ 
1 Impoſſible at this time, —I have 
© an engagement that I cannot diſpence with.” 
Lady. * Well then, ſhall we meet to-mor- 
© row 
© To-morrow I will ;—at the old 
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Lady. About eight: — But may I depend chan the 
© upon you?“ Can all 
Toungly. * You may, I will not fail.” toneme! 
The coach then drove away, and Youngly re- —he ra 
turned to his company ;—but who this lady was, drew hi 
and the effects of her unhappy conduct, muſt be were nc 


referred to another chapter. Yet; 
he mar! 

CHAP, VII. | uncomt 

true; b 

Preſents the reader with a full view of the _ have en 
and much celebrated Sabina, in an impartial were o 
ſcription of ber perſon and churacter, — poſition 
particulars in relation to ber two amours, and the lovelin« 
conſequences which attended this laſt afſignation Was 
made with ber favourite Tough. till one 
tions 


HAT children do not always behave in the bet, ar 
ſame manner with their parents, is not ſo i 
much owing to their being born with different 
propenſities, as to their education and the com- 


pany they may happen to fall into, at an age 
when nature is moſt liable to be ſway'd by ex- 


ample. 

We often ſee the moſt virtuous couples unhappy 
in a degenerate offspring ; but we rarely ſee good 
branches ſprout from a vicious ſtock :—an evil diſ- 

may be corrected by advice, by perſua- 
— example, and a n by 
the ſame means; but when a is ſo unfor- 
tunate as to be deſcended from baſe and wicked 
parents, i t up under them, is witneſs of 
all their actions, and have companions of the 
ſame caſt, it is ſcarce poſſible that ſuch a one can 
have a mind enriched with any noble, ar moral 


principles. | 
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than the vexations he has fatally experienced 9— 
Can all the beauties of her perſon now make at- 
tonement for the blemiſhes of her mind ?—No, 
——he rather curſes than admires thoſe charms that 
drew him in, and wiſhes himſelf any thing ſo he 
were not a husband. 

Yet ask him why he married, he will tell you 
he married a woman of fortune, quality, and an 
uncommon ſhare of beauty; all-this is very 
true; but a man not blinded by his paſſion would 
have examined by what means the two former 
were obtained; and, above all, what fort of diſ- 
poſition was hid beneath the varniſh of an outſide 
lovelineſs. 


Was not her Family among the loweſt rank, 


till one of them raiſed himſelf to opulence by ac- 


tions which ought to have brought him to a Gib- 
bet, and inſtead of ennobling his poſterity, en- 
tailed on them infamy?— Was ſhe not 


trained up under a mother whoſe bad conduct has 


been equally notorious ?— Was ſhe not from her 
moſt early years ſoothed in every vanity, pam- 
pered in every luxury, and taught to think that 
appetites and paſſions were never given but to be 
indulged ? | 

Could Germanicus be ignorant of theſe gla- 
ring truths ?—if he were not, yet raſhly ventured 
on ſo unpromiſing a union, who can pity the miſ- 
volved him in. _ 1 

The proofs gave of too warm an in- 
. marriage, as alſo many of the 
ſeveral amours ſhe had after ſhe became a wife, 
I ſhall paſs over; the firſt that made any great 
noiſe in the world was that with Miramour, which 
perhaps was chiefly owing to the manner of its 


commencement, which he 412 SG un- 
der no obligation to conceal, has made no 
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ſecret of in all companies, whenever her name 
happens to come upon the carpet. 

This gentleman had a miſtreſs, who, on ac- 
count of a certain haughtineſs in her temper and 


behaviour, he call'd Roxana ;—he ſupported her 


in ſo genteel a manner, that "had her reputation 
been equal to her appearance, ſhe might have 
been entitled to the beſt company.—CharaQter, 
however, was the leaſt thing conſider d by Sabi- 
na in the choice of her acquaintance ; — ſhe 
accidently met with this lady at a milliner's, fell 
into diſcourſe with her, liked her, invited her to 
her houſe, and there ſoon grew a great intimacy 
between them. 

That Roxana was kept by Miramour was no 
ſecret to the town, nor did ſhe attempt to make 
any of it to Sabina ;—on the contrary, ſhe talk'd 
freely to her of many paſſages in their amorous 
converſation ; but how dangerous is it for one 
woman to boaſt too much of the perfections of 
her lover, to another no leſs ſanguine in her con- 
ſtitution ?—Sabina, who had often ſeen Mira- 
mour without taking any notice of him, now 
became ſo fired with the r deſcription 
given of him by his miſtreſs, that ſhe inſtantly 


decame her rival, and languiſhed to experi- 


ence in reality that happineſs which the other 


had given ſo high an idea of. 


As ſhe never took any thing of this nature into 
her head without attempting to accompliſh it, 
and had no regard to decorum in the manner of 


ber doing fo, ſhe ſent a billet to him by a porter 


containing theſe lines : 


To MirtamouR. 
66 8 1 R, . 
« F F your attachment to the charms of 5 
7 miſtreſs makes you not look on all the 
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4 reſt of womankind as inſipid taſteleſs creatures, 
ce the invitation this brings you will not be un- 


4 welcome ;—a woman of quality, young, and 
t in moſt men's eyes handſome, has found ſome - 
& thing in you that excites in her the deſire of a 
te private interview, and to that end will call on 
„ you this evening about ſeven at White's ;—till 
«© when muſt remain, 
« With a great deal of impatience, 
* Your InNcocniTA.” 


The meſſenger who carry'd this had ſtrict or- 
ders not to tell from whom it came; — curioſity, 
however, for it could be call'd no other paſſion 
as yet, made Miramour punctual to the time, 
nor was Sabina lefs ſo; — he had not waited 
many minutes before the came ;—on his coming 
into the coach he found her face entirely hid un- 
der her hood, which ſhe told him laughing, he 
muſt not expect to ſee till they were in a place 
more proper for him to give her proof how a- 
greeable it was to him; on this he ordered the 
coachman to drive to an adjacent tavern, where 
being ſhewed into a private room the lady foon 
threw off her diſguiſe. 

He had not enough depended on the character 
the had given of herſelf, not to be ſurprized and 
tranſported on finding Sabina in the perſon of his 
Incognita ; and expreſſed the ſenſe he had of the 
honour ſhe did, and the happineſs he hoped their 
meeting would beſtow on him, in terms fo 
—_—_ and fo paſſionate, as infinitely charmed 

er. 

They paſſed ſome hours together to their mu- 
tual fatisfaQtion, nor parted without an appoint- 
ment to fee each other the next day; but Sabina, 
not thinking it ſafe to come often to fo public a 
place as a tavern, -undertook to provide a more 


Vaor. I. N proper 
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proper ſcene for the continuance of their in- 
trigue. | 

As indolent as this lady is in moſt other af- 
fairs, it muſt be confeſſed that no woman was 
ever more punctual, or more indefatigable in 
every thing relating to the buſineſs of her love; 
—on conſulting with a female acquaintance, who 
had been often neceſſary to her on ſuch occaſions, 
ſhe was adviſed by her to hire a private lodging, 
by the quarter, in ſome obſcure nook of the town, 
to which ſhe might retire whenever ſhe had a 
mind, as it would be always ready, and neither 
herſelf nor the friends ſhe ſhould bring with her 
be taken any notice of. 

Sabina highly approving of what ſhe ſaid, the 


project was put in immediate execution; the 


woman took upon herſelf the accompliſhment of 
what ſhe had propoſed, and eaſily found 2 place 
every way ſuitable for the buſineſs it was de- 
ſigned ;—the chamber was neat, ſpacious, and 
well furniſhed ;—there was a back door to the 
houſe, thro? which any one might flip out in caſe of 
any danger of diſcovery ; and the landlady knew 
perfectly well the decorum that ſhe ought to ob- 
ſerve in regard to her guelts : — the heroine of 
this adventure was very much pleaſed with the 
accommodation procured for her; and having 
got this receſs, which, according to the French, 
the uſed to call her Petit Maiſon, henceforward 
never met Miramour at any other place. 

But there was one thing I forgot to mention in 
giving the character of this lady, which is, —the 
uncertainty of her temper ;—fhe is no leſs incon- 
ſtant than ſhe is amorous, and changes her lovers 
almoſt as often as ſhe does her garments, and 
never keeps either till they are worn out; a new 
friend, like a new faſhion, is always W to 
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her, but a very little time ſerves to make her e- 
qually grow weary of both. 

She loved Miramour till ſhe ſaw Youngly ; 
but there was ſomething in the perſon and con- 
verſation of this laſt gentleman, that making rea- 
ſon coincide with paſſion, it is not to be wonder- 
ed at that ſhe gave him the preference ; and a 
woman of a leſs mutable diſpoſition might have 
been eaſily abſolved for transferring her affections 
to an object ſo much more worthy than the late 
engroſſer of her heart. 

On her firſt acquaintance with him, ſhe made 
advances to him which he is too much a man of 
ple aſure to reſiſt from any fine woman ;—he re- 
turned thoſe of Sabina in a manner which made 
her think him as much devoted to her as ſhe could 
wiſh ; and it was not long before ſhe gave him an 
invitation to drink tea with her at her private a- 
partment, where ſhe told him they might laugh 
away an hour without interruption. 

He took the hint, and flew to the place of ren- 
dezvouz, where it is not to be doubted but he 
found all the welcome he could wiſh or expect 
from the obliging fair. 

They had many interviews, but Voungly hav- 
ing by ſome accident heard of her intrigue with 
Miramour, he not only frequently reproached 
her with it, but alſo was far from feeling for her 
that affection in his heart, which otherwife her 
beauty might have inſpired him with, as the 
reader will eaſilv believe, by the recital I gave in 
the laſt chapter of the converſation he had with 
her when ſhe called upon him at the coffee- 
houſe. 

In the mean time, Roxana, who, from the 
commencement of Miramour's acquaintance with 
Sabina, had ſeen him leſs often than ſhe had been 
accuſtomed, and had alſo ſome other reaſons to 
N 2 ſuſpe x 
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ſuſpect a decreaſe in affection, began preſently to 


imagine that ſome new face had ſupplanted her ;--- 
ſhe complained to him of his unkindneſs, but he 
abſolutely denied having given her any cauſe, and 
made a thouſand excuſes for his late behaviour ; --- 
but this did not ſatisfy her, --- ſhe was not to be 
deceiyed in matters of which ſhe was ſo good a 
judge ; and eonvinced that ſhe had a rival, bent 
Her whole thoughts on diſcovering the perſon. 

By an emiſſary whom ſhe employ'd to watch 
Miramour wherever he went, ſhe ſoon found out 
the place where he met the object of his new at- 
tachment ; but as that lady was carry'd into the 
houſe in a chair, with the curtains cloſe drawn, 
was ſtill as far as ever from knowing the face that 
had undone her, x 

Upon enquiry among the neighbours, ſhe was 
inform'd that the houſe was noted for giving re- 
ception to people who liked each other more than 


they were willing the world ſhould know they did; 


and this put a ſtratagem into her head, which was 
crown'd with all the ſucceſs ſhe could with or 
hope; not only for exploring what at preſent was 
a myſtery to her, but alſo for being amply reveng- 
ed on her fair rival. 
The miſtreſs of Miramour knew the town long 
before ſhe knew him, and was not unacquainted 
with the cuſtoms of ſuch houſes ; — ſhe went one 
morning to the governante of this, and after ſay- 
ing that ſhe had been recommended by a perſon 
who knew her, told her ſhe ſhould be glad to 
have a chamber, to which ſhe might ſometimes 
come with a friend, whom it was not convenient 
for her to ſee at home: — the old gentlewoman 
reply'd, that her beſt room was rented by the 
ter, by a lady who came often thither; and 
t the next, which was the only one ſhe had to 
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ſpare, the others being occupy' d by herſelf and 
family, ſhe fear d would be too ſmall. — 
Roxana cry'd, ſhe did not regard how ſmall it 
was, provided it was otherwiſe commodious ; — 
on this ſhe was ſhew'd up to it, and finding it was 
divided from the other only by a thin wainſcot 
partition, preſently agreed for it, giving the old 
woman ſo good a premium in hand that ſhe was 
highly ſatisfied with her new incumbent. 

Having accompliſh'd fo far of her deſign, as to 
get poſſeſſion of the very next room to that where 
her lover and his new miſtreſs met, ſhe began to 
conſider, that to go thither alone might raiſe 
ſome ſulpicions in the woman of the houſe, and 
was a little at a loſs what man ſhe ſhould take 
with her and make paſs for a gallant, as whoever 
went he muſt of neceſſity be made the confiderit 
of the whole affair; — at laſt ſhe pitch'd upon 
the fellow ſhe had employ'd as a ſpy upon Mira- 
mour; — his appearance, indeed, was very 
mean; but that, ſhe thought, would not be re- 
garded, becauſe there are many fine ladies in 
town who might be glad of ſuch a place for an 
interview with their butler or coachman. | 

Accordingly ſhe went the next day, accompa- 
ny'd by her pretended gallant ; — they were there 
ſome time before the hour in which he had told 
her he had ſeen Miramour go in, in order to pre- 
pare things for a more perfect diſcovery ; — this 
was done by the young fellow's boring holes 
through the wainſcot in ſo dexterous a manner, 
that they could ſee all over the room without be- 
ing ſeen themſelves, though they ſtood cloſe t6. 
the orifice: — no one, however, came that night, 
and the impatient Roxana was obliged to return. 
home as unfatisfied as ever. 

The next day ſhe repair'd thither again, at- 
tended as before, and met with the ſame diſappoint-- 
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ment; but on the third was more ſucceſsful : — 
ſhe had not been many minutes in the chamber 
when a ruſtling of filks upon the ſtairs made her 
know ſomebody was coming up, on which the 
ran haſtily, without making any noiſe, to one of 
the peep-holes; but how great was her aſto- 
niſhment when ſhe ſaw Sabina enter; --- ſcarce 
could ſhe refrain exclaiming aloud againſt the trea- 
chery of a woman, who, after being made her | 
— 2 had robb'd her of the beſt part of the F 
affeckions of her lover. N 
But ſoon the current of her paſſion turn'd a2 
different way, when, inſtead of Miramour, ſhe 
ſaw Youngly puſh open the door and throw him- | 
ſelf into Sabina's arms; on which, withdrawing Þ 
from her poſt, * You fool, cry'd ſhe to her -emil- | 
© ſary, to what a fruitleſs — have you expo- 
ſed me? — it is not Miramour, but Voungly 
2 * that I have all this while paid you for following. 
--- How could you be ſo mope-ey'd as to miſ- 
6 Lo the one for the other? 
* Nay, madam, reply'd the fellow, I am ſure 
I know mr. Miramour, and I will ſwear that it 
was him that I ſaw come into this houſe, and 
< preſently after a lady in a chair, as I then 
told you.” --- © * Tis falſe, return'd ſhe ; --- but 
look there and be convinced. 
He then put his eye to one of the crevices 5 but 
rem from it in a moment, ſaid, --- Ma- 
dam, I fee very plainly that the perſon in the 
© next room 1s not mr. Miramour, --- and one I 
© never ſaw before; yet am very poſitive it was 
* mr. Miramour whom I follow'd from his own 
© houſe to this very door.” 
— Roxana knew not what to think about this and 
ſaid no more; but, liſtening attentively to the 
converſation within, was preſently aſſured by it 
that 
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that her agent had neither deceived her, nor had 
been de ceived himſelf. 

The reader muſt obſerve, that this was the even- 
ing enſuing that wherein ſhe had call'd on him 
at the coffee-houſe, and the remembrance of the 
reproach he had then made her at the coach door, 
occaſion'd her to ſpeak to him in this manner, 
while fondly hanging on his breaſt : 

Sabina. © My dear, dear Youngly, I hope 
© you will now believe that I love you above all 
© the world.” 

Youngly. I know you love me enough to 
make me happy, and I ought to content myſelf 
with the ſhare J have in your affections. 

Sabina. Do not talk of a ſhare, --- by Hea- 
© ven you engroſs me all ! - my ſoul and all its 
© faculties are devoted to you.” 

Yaungly. And yet the letter Miramour acci- 
* dentally dropp'd in the Park and I took up, 
* flaiter'd him with the ſame aſſurances you no 
give me.” 

Sabina. As I unfortunately play'd the fool 
© with him before I ſaw you, it was neceſlary I 
© ſhould break with him by degrees; for to have 
done it all at once might have made him ex poſe 
me.” h 

Youngly. * You had once, however, a real 
paſſion for him.. 

Sabina. No, — it was all in imagination; --- 
© Tonly fancied 1 lov'd him: - you muſt know, 
© that filly vain creature, his kept miſtreſs, was 
© always falling my ears with ſtories of the vio- 
© lence of his affection for her; and it was more to 
© ſhew him the difference between fuch a wretch 
© and a woman of quality, than any extraordinary 
© liking I had to his perſon, that induced me to 
grant him the favours I id. A 

This was enough to lei the liſtening Roxana in- 
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to the whole of the affair ; --- it was with much a- 
do ſhe reſtrained herſelf from flying into the next 
room, and returning the contempt thrown upon 
her by the laſt words of Sabina; but juſt as ſhe 
was at the door, and ready to burſt in on the un- 
ſuſpecting pair, a ſudden thought made her turn 
back, --- All I can ſay to this perfidious woman, 
* cry'd ſheto herſelf, will avail me nothing: 

© the wrongs I have received demand a vengeance 
* more complete.” 

She then fat down again, and calmly medita- 
ting on what ſhe had to do, the fertility of her in- 
vention ſoon ſupply'd her with the means of re- 
paying, with intereſt the double affront Sabina 
had given both to herſelf and Miramour, who it 
is certain ſhe loved with more fincerity than 
is commonly found among women of her profeſ- 
ſion. 

dhe ſtaid till the lovers took their leaves of each 
other, and heard an appointment made between 
them to meet again on the enſuing Thurſday. 

Having fully perfected in her mind the deſign 
ſhe ſoon after put in execution, the calPd for the 
woman of the houſe and faid to her, ---< Madam, 
© T know not but ſome gentlemen may paſs an 
© hour or two with me here next Thurſday; --- 
© they may poſſibly come before me, but deſire 
you will give them admittance; and, to pre- 
© vent miſtakes, as the furniture of the room is 

© yellow, they ſhall aſk for the key of the yellow 
chamber.“ 
The other reply'd, that ſhe might depend on 
her punctuality in obſerving her commands; after 
which Roxana went away: but what ſhe meant 
by the orders ſhe had given muſt be left to the next 


chapter to explain. come 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Contains the cataſtrophe of an adventure, which the 
author thinks fit to declare is inſerted in theſe lu 
cubrations leſs to amuſe his reader than for the 
fake of ſetting in a true light thoſe fats which- 
have endeavoured to miſre- 


| ar ry being now fully furniſhed with 
materials for her revenge = 6. without 
expoſing her beloved 2. to the reſentment 
of 22 huſband, wrote to the latter the next 
morning, in words to this effect: 


To GERMAN Icus. 

« SI R, 

6 rr ungrateful piece of 
* intelligence — but, in my opinion, who. 
« ever fees a perſon wronged and conceals it, takes 
part in the offence, and tho* innocent of the com- 
* mencement of the crime, is acceſſary to the con- 
© tinuance of it; — it would be the ut- 
* moſt injuſtice that you ſhould be the laſt perſon 
© to know what concerns yourſelf alone, and I 


therefore think it my duty to inform you of 


© what chance has diſcovered to me. 


* Your wife, Sir, is falſe to your bed, and la-- 


© viſhes on mr. Youngly all thoſe favours which 
vou have a right to engroſs; — the guilty pair 
*© meet twice or thrice every w 
* the rents by the quarter for that purpoſe. 
But to ſay your wiſe is guilty of fo foul a 
crime is doing nothing, without putting it in 
BY power to prove her fo; — the thing is eaſy, 
if you will follow my directions; Tv lo- 
«© vers have appointed to meet to-morrow about 
N 5 ſeven 


eek, at a lodging, 
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4 ſeven at their uſual rendezvouz, — if you go at 
t that time, or rather before it, to the third houſe 
<< on the left hand in lane, on your aſking 
«© mrs. , who is the keeper of this private 
< brothel, and telling her you want the key of the 
% yellow chamber, ſhe will preſently conduct you 
© to a room adjoining to that which is the ſcene of 
« your wife's looſe pleaſure ; — there are holes al- 
c ready bored through the wainſcot, through 
c which you may plainly diſcern all that paſſes. — 
cc It is at your own option, whether you will have 
, any other witneſſes of your wife's tranſgreſſion 
© than your own eyes, and alſo how to behave to- 
<© wards her after detection. — I have diſcharged 
the dictates of my conſcience in giving you this 
. 
4 SIR, 


&« Your nnkzown friend.” 


drop no words that may 
ce give the woman of the houſe the leaſt cauſe to 


ac ſuſpect either who you are, or the motive of your 

4 coming.” 
It is convenient that I ſhould now acquaint my 
that all I have hitherto related of this ſtory 
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playing on the flute ; was ſoon after rous'd from that 
amuſement by the above letter being delivered to 
um, by his man, ſaying, it was brought by a fellow 
wh the moment he had put it into his hands va- 
ih like lightning from the door. 

The emotions with which he read it were very 
great, yet much leſs than might have been expect- 
ed on ſuch an occaſion ; — he pauſed, — then read 
again, — examined every line with heedful eyes, 
and ſeemed extremely divided in his thoughts what 
credit he ſhould give to the information ; — at 
ft faid to himſelf : 

Germanicus. * If any one had formed this con- 
* trivance, through a malicious deſign of ruining 
© her reputation or my peace of mind, they would 
© certainly have taken other methods, and not by 
© pointing out the place, the hour, put it in my 
© power to prove at once the falſeneſs of the accuſa- 
© tion.” 


After this he threw himſelf into an eaſy chair, 
—leaned his head upon his hand, and in that 
poſture continued muling for a conſiderable time, 
— then ſeeming more reſolved, ſtarted up and 

'd: 

"it © It is eaſy for me to make en- 
© quiry if there be ſuch a houſe, —if kept by a 
© woman of the name mentioned in the letter, 
© and what character it bears —Yet why ſhould 
© I do this?—No, it is better to follow the in- 
ſtructions given me, and be at once aſſured; 
© —it ſhall be ſo, —as Shakeſpear makes Othello 
„ ſay, 

Pl fee before I doubt; when I doubt, prove; 

And on the proof there is no more but this; 

Away at once with love or jealouſy. 


He had ſcarce done repeating theſe lines, when 


Sabina came in ſinging an Italian air ;—Germa- 
NICUS 
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nicus endeavoured to recompoſe his countenance; 
but could not do it ſo well as not to make her 
take notice of the change, and aſk if he were out 
of humour ;—to which he reply'd: 

Germanicus. Out of humour, madam ;—no, 
© —] have no cauſe, —none in the world.“ 

Sabina. © I think not, indeed; but men will 
© be peeviſh ſometimes, cauſe or not cauſe.” 

Germanicus. © | reſerve all my gaiety for to- 
© morrow,—and would have you do fo too 
© —a kinſman of mine makes an entertainment, 
© and has ſent an invitation for us to be partakers 
© of it.“ 

Sabina. © What to-morrow ?? 

Germanicus. * Yes, my dear, to-morrow even- 
* ing;—ſo defire you will not engage yourſelf 
6 1 _ _ 

Sabina. ave en myſelf alread 
© to lady Gape's 1 i r 

Germanicus. * You have time enough then to 
© ſend to excuſe yourſelf from going.” 

Sabina. Indeed I ſhall not; — I would not dif- 
© appoint my dear lady Gape for all the kinſmen 
© in the world; but I would have you go,—you 
* may ſay I am not well, and then my abſence 
© cannot be taken amiſs.” 

It was very plain to me, that Germanicus made 
this pretended invitation only as a trap to diſco- 
ver whether ſhe had really any engagement on 
her hands that ſhe would not be willing to break; 
and it is alſo as little to be doubted, but that her 
anſwers very much corroborated the contents of 
the epiſtle he had juſt received. 
| Hee forced himſelf, however, to tell her with a 
ſmile, that every thing ſhould be as ſhe would 
have it, and that he would no farther preſs her. 

Some company preſently after coming in, I 
found there was nothing more to be learned at 
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that time, ſo took the firſt opportunity of quitting 
the houſe; and went again, the next day in the 
afternoon, in the hope of diſcovering ſomething 
more. 

On my arrival, the huſband and wife were 
fitting together in the moſt ſeeming amicable 
manner ;—after ſome little time Germanicus roſe 
up and put on his hat and ſword, in order, as he 
ſaid, to go to his kinſman; on which Sabina, 
with a great deal of complaiſance, faid to him: 

Sabina. You will not walk ſure, my dear; 
« —Have you ordered the horſes to be put to? 

Germanicus. * No, my dear; I leave the coach 
for you.” 

Sabina. There is no occaſion, I always chuſe 
© to go to theſe places in a chair.” 

Germanicus. * That is as you pleaſe ;—but I 
© ſhall walk, as I have three or four places to 
call at in my way to my couſin's;—ſo farewel, 
* my dear, I hope you will be as merry at the 
, as I hope to be at the entertain- 
© ment.” 

As I imagined Germanicus had ſomething in 
his head more than I knew of, by his being fo. 
haſty to be gone, I followed him cloſe at his 
heels, and found I had not been miſtaken in my 
ſuppoſition ;—he went into a tavern, where two 
gentlemen, whom he had defired to meet him 
there, waited for him ;—the buſineſs he had with 
them, was to communicate the letter he had re- 
ceived from the unknown friend ; and after hav- 
ing conſidered a little on the matter, they both 
agreed they thould all three go together, not on- 
ly to prevent any indiſcreet effects of his rage on 
the perſons who wronged him, in caſe the affair 
ſhould prove as the letter had reprefented ; but 
alſo to be his witneſſes, if he thought proper to 
bring it before a court of judicature. | 

They 
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They ftaid till a little before ſeven, — then 
went, according to the directions given by Rox- 
ana, — found every thing anſwered the deſcrip- 
tion; — they were ſhewed up into the yellow 
chamber; I ſtill accompanied them, and made a 
fourth perſon, unfelt, as well as unſeen by any 
of them. 

They had not been there above half an hour 
before Sabina came into the next room. — Voung- 
ly ſoon after joined her; and the much-injured 
huſband and his two friends ſaw enough, from 
the peep-holes in the partition, to convince them 
of the truth of that information which had brought 
them thither. 

Difficult was it for Germanicus to reſtrain his 
fury on ſo ſhocking a ſpectacle; but his two 
friends reminding him that there was a much 
better way for him to ſhew his reſentment, he 
was at length prevailed on to retire. 

They both went home with him, as did = i 
felf, reſolved to ſee what farther events this night 
would produce. 

Sabina came not home till near two hours paſt 
midnight ;— Germanicus ordered that the door 
ſhould not be opened ; but, after her chairmen 
had knock'd two or three times, went himſelf to 
the parlour- window and ſpoke to her in theſe 


Germanicus.. * Pleaſe, madam, to return from 
© whence you came, or wherever elſe you ſhall. 
© think proper,—my houſe ſhall no longer be 
© the ſhelter of a proſtitute.” | 

Sabina. What! is the man mad Sure you 
© have been drinking bad wine to night.” 

Germanicus. * No, madam, the beſt I ever 
© drank in my Life,—it has opened my eyes, and 
© ſhewed me the viper I have fo cheriſhed 
© in my boſom, and now throw off W 
? 6 


offence 
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© but I would not wiſh you to ſtay longer in the 


© cold, —you can have no entrance here, and mr. 
c Youngly will doubtleſs afford you a part of his 
6 7 

With theſe words he ſhut the window, and Sa- 
bina, finding herſelf detected, —and that her huſ- 
band was reſolute, ordered her chair from the 
door; and after ſome little conſideration how to 
diſpoſe of herſelf, thought it beſt to take her huſ- 
band's advice, and return to the place from 
whence ſhe came, as it was the only aſylum to 
which ſhe could have recourſe at ſo unſeaſonable 
an hour. 

In the ſeveral viſits I afterwards made to Ger- 
manicus, I perceived he behaved with much more 
moderation than ſome huſbands would have done; 
—Philoſophy had taught him to ſupport with pa- 
tience a misfortune which was irremediable ;—he 
contented himſelf with taking ſuch revenge as 
the laws of England have provided in theſe caſes; 
—Youngly was ſummoned before a court of ju- 
dicature, and a penalty inflicted on him for his 


offence; but it would have been larger, had it 
not been proved, by inconteſtable evidences, that 
he had not been the firſt who had ſeduced Sabina 
from her marriage 

As for the lady, ſhe is now abandoned and de- 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAP. I. 


In which the Author confeſſes having been guilty of 
larceny ; but hopes that the fact is of ſuch a 
nature as will not come under the izance of 
the law ; and alſo that it merits forgiveneſs from 
thoſe into whoſe bands this work may fall, as the 
chief motive for committing it was ta oblige the 


I HAVE been intimately acquainted with Be- 
linda for a conſiderable time in my viſible ca- 
pacity, yet never once took it into my head to 
make her a viſit under the cover of my Belt till 
her return from Bath this laſt ſeaſon; nor per- 
haps had done it then, if I had not been told that 
ſhe ſuffer d herſelf to be conducted to that place 
by a certain gentleman whom I thought it highly 
improper for her to continue any converſation 


with, for reaſons which I ſhall hereafter make no 


ſcruple to reveal. 

On my entering her apartment I found her 
very buſy with her waiting-maid in unpacking 
her baggage, which coming by the waggon, it 
ſeems, had arrived in town but the night before. 

As I could promiſe myſelf but little entertain- 
ment from the aſſortment of ribands and jewels, 
or to the removal from the portmanteau to the 
Indian cheſt, the peit-en-lair, the robe de cham- 
bre, the jupe volante, or any other implement 
of female finery, I was thinking to quit the place 
and return at a more fit ſeaſon, when the maid 
pulling out a pretty large ſattin bag full of pa- 
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5 pers, aſk'd her lady where ſhe would have thoſe 
writings laid, on which Belinda turn'd her head 
that way and reply'd: 

— Belinda. They are only a heap of letters I 

received at Bath, of no manner of conſequence, 
El bave no room for ſuch rubbiſh ;—take them 
© and throw them all into the fire.“ 

of The maid was juſt going to do as the vas bid, 

but was ſtopp'd by Belinda, who ſuddenly ſcream'd 

out: 

* Belinda. Hold ! hoid —I had forgot that one 

* day, in a hurry, I ſtufPd two or three letters 

and poems of Philander's among them; and 1 

© would not have one line of that dear witty crea- 

© ture's deſtroy'd for all the world :—pour n 

© all out of the bag, and look on the names ſub- 

© ſcrib'd, that I may direct you how to ſeparate 
© the wheat from he chaft.” 

The maid then threw them all down upon the 
carpet, and open'd them one by one; on the 
firſt that came to her hands ſhe faid to her lady: 

Maid. Here is one, madam, from your aunt,. 
© lady Careful.” 

Belinda. * Advice for my conduct at Bath 

infipid ;—throw it aſide.” 

Maid. * One, madam, from your couſin, mrs. 

© Prudence Wiſhwell.” 

Belinda. On the ſame dull ſubject; — put it 

© to the other.” 
Maid. One from mr. Tradewell, madam.” 
Belinda. Oh, that was to recommend a rich 
merchant of his acquaintance to me for a lo- 
ver :—nonſenſe,—as if after having known the 
court I could ever think of becoming a city 
dame :—let this wiſeacre 2 keep company 
with the reſt.” 

Maid. One from mrs. Letitia Vainlove, ma- 


6 dam. 
Belinda. 
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Belinda. Silly creature ;—ſhe loves a man that 
© has courted her half ſeven years, yet refuſes to 
© marry him, for fear he ſhould afterwards give 
© her cauſe to love him lefſs:—I ſhall keep no 
« ſuch ſtuff by me.“ 

Maid. Oh, madam, here is ſomething from 
* Philander.” 

Belinda. Give it me,—quick.” 

The maid hav.ng given her the paper, ſhe 

*d out, 

Belinda. Oh, the engaging creature — This 
© was wrote a little before I went down to Bath. 
Don't you remember, Sally, that he came 
© one day when I was abroad, —and how vex'd I 
© was when I came home, till he ſent a meſſen- 
© ger quite from the city to me with this little 
© billet? 

Maid. Yes, madam, I think I do, and that 
© your ladyſhip did nothing but quarrel with me 
© becaufe I had perſuaded you to go out that day. 

Belinda. You muſt not mind that, Sally 
© you know | made you amends next day, by 
2 

giving you a new ſet of topknots ;- but you 
© ſhall hear how prettily he writes: 


Wrote extempore, from a coffee-houſe in the ci- 
ty, after being diſappointed of ſeeing the ador- 
able Belinda at her lodgings. 


From Whitehall ſtairs, whence oft with diſtant 
view, 
Pye gaz'd whole midnight hours on hours away, 
Bleſt but to fee the roof that cover'd you, 
And watch'd beneath what ſtar you fleeping lay. 
I came, to give my labouring tkoughts full ſcope 
To love, and your ſoft charms my all devote, 
To paint my foul, trembling 'twixt fear and hope, 
And ſpeak that paſſion which my looks * 
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But when I miſs'd you and took boat again, 
Scarce could my tongue the proper order give, 
Nor my ſwool'n eyes the ſtarting tears rèſtrain, 
While I drove downwards to this buſy hive. 
Landed at length, I ſable coffee drink, 
And ill ſurrounded by a noiſy tribe, 
Regardleſs what they ſay, or do, or thiok, 
I, wrapt in your dear Heaven, my loſs deſcribe. 


< But there is no deſcribing either the tran- 
« ſports that your preſence gives, or the inſup- 
& portable angui of your abſence, — both are 


„ alike beyond the reach of words, and can only 


6c fel 
— «© The adoring, 
© PHILANDER.” 


Maid. He is a ſweet gentleman, indeed, 
* madam;---what a pity it is that he is married.” 

Belinda So it is, Sally; — but yet I don't 
© know whether I ſhould like him half fo wel}, 
© if that vain thing, his wife, were not ſo ridi- 
© cuouſly jealous of him.” 

Maid, ; Sure, madam, ſhe can't be very vain, 
© if ſhe does not think ſhe has merit enough to 
© keep her own huſband to herſelf ? 

Belinda. * You are a fool, and know nothing 
of the matter ;---I tell you ſhe muſt be vain, 
* and impudently vain too, ever to have expect- 
© ed ſuch a thing.” 

Maid. Indeed, madam, if ever I marry I 
© ſhould expect it, and be very angry if I found 
it otherwiſe.” 

Belinda, * What, I warrant Barby and your ſpouſe 

muſt be like old Joan and in the ſong 3 

but Iwill give you an * —5 of the folly 

of Philander's wife: you muſt know, that 

becauſe he is a wit and a poet, ſhe affe&s to 

© ſ{cribble ſometimes :---I was there ng 
— 
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© ſhe read over a copy of verſes to me, which ſhe 
© told me ſhe had wrote to a lady whom ſhe 
© thought liked her huſband but too well ;---I 
© knew well enough ſhe meant me, tho? ſhe ſaid 
another: I remember nothing of the poem but 
© the two laſt lines; — but I never ſhall forget 
with what an air of imaginary triumph ſhe re- 
© peated them, looking me full in the face all 
© the time; —-the words were theſe : 


In vain, alas, are all your arts,---ſince he, 
By love, and law, muſt only live for me. 


© Philander was prefent, and gave her a look 
© which ſhew'd how little he was pleaſed with 
© her behaviour; and I was told by one of the 
© family, uſed her very ill upon it after I was 
© gone.” 

Maid. Yer ſhe often viſits you, madam, and 
© 1s always ſending invitations to you to come to 
© her houſe.” 

Belinda. She dare do no otherwife, Philan- 
© der will be obey'd, and ſhe has 'cunning enough 
© to know it is her intereſt to ſeem to do with- 
© out reluctance whatever he would have her; 
© but] know ſhe hates me in her heart as much 
© as I deſpiſe her :---but come look over the reſt 
© of the trumpery, while I lock up this billet in 
my cabinet.” 

On this the maid went about examining the 
other papers, and taking one up in her hand, af- 
ter having ſeen the name, cry'd out with fome 
eagerneſs: 

Maid. Oh! madam, here is a letter from 
* mrs. Friendly,---the good-natured gentlewoman 
© that ſent her ſervants to help you out with your 
© things when the fire was at next door, and 
© took ſuch care of them till the danger was over; 
© — What will you have done with this? 
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Belinda. It is not worth perſerving; — *tis a 
© ſtrange thing, that if people do one a kindneſs 
once they think one is oblig'd to uſe them civilly 
© ever after. --- What more?” 

Maid. A whole packet of epiſtles from Se- 
© lima. 

Belinda. Ay, the impertinent creature has gi- 
ven mea long detail of her love affairs, as if I 
* had not enough of that fort of my own to em- 
* ploy my thoughts with.” 

Maid. * One from Mr. Worthy, madam.” 

Belinda. * He was my lover once ; but I never 
© paid any regard to his affection, and much leſs 
© to his reſentment for the ill uſage he pretends to 
© have received from me; - but you need ſearch 
© no farther, --- I have found all Philander's letters 
and poems in this draw, fo cram together all you 
© have there and thruſt them into the fire. 

This ſentence was punctually executed, accord- 
ing to the beſt of the maid's belief ; but the poor 
girl knew not that there was an Inviſible Thief, who 
flood cloſe at her elbow, and while ſhe turned her 
head another way had the dexterity to preſerve ſome 
. cargoe, and flip it into his 


poc 

Selima at that time engroſſed a good part of the 
converſation in town ; --- ſhe was a young woman 
of no fortune, and few other endowments beſides 
her beauty, of which, in the opinion of moſt 
people, ſhe has an uncommon: ſhare ; though to 
me there is a certain fierceneſs in her eyes, and a 
boldneſs diffuſed through all her features, which rob 
them of that lovelineſs they would otherwiſe have ; 
--- ſuch as ſhe is, however, ſhe captivated the hearts 
of two perſons who might have carried their ad- 
dreſſes much higher without danger of a refuſal ; 
the one is born to a title, , 
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wealth which whenever he pleaſes may procure him 
one ; and neither of them can be thought deficient 
in any of thoſe qualifications which conſti ute the 
fine gentleman; --- yet Selima was ftill unmarried ; 
— both her lovers were equally in ſuſpence, and 
nobody could tell which or whether either of them 
would be the happy man. 

It is not therefore to be wondered at, that a per- 
ſon of my humour ſhould be extremely defirous of 
being let into a ſecret which ſeem'd fo impenetrable, 
even to thoſe who pretended to be moſt knowing in 
other things ; nor that I gladly embraced an op- 
portunity which bids ſo fair for the ſatisfaction of 
my curioſity, as the getting her letters into my poſ- 
ſcion, Belinda having taid they cuntain'd the whole 
hiſtory of this affair. | 

Behold now my theft ; --- Belinda's maid had 
no ſooner laid down the packet, by her lady's or- 
ders, than I kept my eye conſtantly fixed upon it, 
*till a convenient moment offer d for conveying it 
from among the others, which I did with as much 
adroitneſs as if I had been bred to the art and my- 
ſtery of ſtealing from my cradle. 

After this I ſtaĩd no longer with Belinda, not 
doubting but I had now about me better materials 
for my entertainment than any I could expect to be 
furniſh'd with in her apartment, at lcaſt for the 
preſent. 
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CHAP. II. 


If there be any reader in this very pious and religious 
age, that may happen to have too tender and ſcru- 
pulaus a conſcience to benefit himſelf by the receipt 
of fiolen gaods, the author thinks it*bighly neceſ- 
ſary to give him this timely notice, that it will be 
beſt for his peace of mind to avid locking either 
into this or ſome of the ſucceeding chapters. 


THE diftance between Belinda's lodgings and 

my own ſeem'd now to be twice as long as 

uſual, though I believe I meaſured much fewer 

paces than ever I had done before, ſo great was my 

impatience to be at hume and examine the treaſure 
I brought with me. 

But as tov much eagerneſs often impedes the ac- 
compliſbment of our defigns, after I got into my 
apartment I ſhut myſelf into a cloſet ; but, in the 
hurry of my thoughts, had forgot to give orders 
to my people to ſay I was from home, to any one 
that ſhould come to viſit me; and I had ſcarce un- 
loaded my pocket when I was told a gentleman was 
below and defir'd to ſpeak with me; this was a 
perſon for whom I had a very great regard, and at 
any other time ſhould have been glad to fee, but 
his company at this juncture I ſhould gladly have 
diſpenſed with; ---I had no reaſon, however, to be 
chagrinꝰd at the interruption he gave me, as will 
preſently appear. 

As ſoon as the firſt compliments were over, and 
we had ſeated ourſelves, he aſk'd me if I had heard 
the news to-day ; --- I told him I had not ſeen 
any of the papers. --- What I mean, faid he, is 
© of too late a date to be got as yet into the public 
8 but l ſuppoſe to-morrow they will all 
© be full of it.” ---* Is it of any moment, 15 
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1 Not much, anſwer'd he, except to the 
parties concern d. — Sclima was married this 
© morning.” 
© Selima married! reſum'd L And pray has 
1 * Dorantes or Vanucius the name of bridegroom ?” 
--- The former, reply d he, for which I cannot 
. « op feeling ſome concern.” --- < Wherefore, de- 
© manded I? --- Is it becauſe you do not think him 
* worthy of her?” --- No, certainly, faid he; 
© and it is poſſible that ſhe alſo may be worthy of 
© him. [ blame not the choice he has made of 
© her for the reaſons many do; but for ano- 
ther, which, I think, ought to have had ſome 
* weight with him.” 
© Is it a ſecret, cry'd I ?? --- © I ſhall make none 
© of it to you, anſwer'd he. --- You muſt know [ 
© had the honour of being well acquainted with his 
© father, --- he was a per:on of great ſenſe, honour 
probity; — his chief care was to inſti] the 
principles into his fon : --- among many 
elient precepts he gave him for his con- 
life, one was, not to be tempted with 
of a court; to avoid going there 
as he could do ſo with ny and 
accept of any employment : - - now 1 
ve that his marriage wich Se- 
will, in a manner, compel him to break 
— this injunction.” 
I could not well comprehend his meaning in 
theſe laſt words, I deſir'd he would be more ex- 
plicit, aad he very readily oblig'd me in his reply, 
which was to this effect: 
© I will tell you, ſaid he; the expences of a mar- 
© riage bed are very great to perſons of quality, eſ- 
« pecially in an age ſo luxurious as this; and I 
much fear that the eſtate of Dorantes will be 
© found inſufficient to defray them, without the aſ- 
© {iſtance of ſome lucrative- employment; --- and 
© it 
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« it is for this reaſon I could wiſh he had married a 
« woman of fortune.” 

© Perhaps, return'd I, that as Selima brought 
© with her nothing but her perſon, ſhe will con- 
© tent herſelf without any of thoſe ſuperfluities 
* which otherwiſe ſhe would have had a kind of 
© right to 
© You talk like one that knows nothing of the 
© world, cry'd he; people raiſed from indigence to 
* grandeur, muſt have a head well ſtored with wiſ- 
* dom not to grow giddy with the ſudden exaltati- 
* on; Selima is young, gay, and vain to an exceſs. 
© --- Have we not ſeen her thruſt herſelf into af- 
© ſemblies where ſhe had no pretence to come, and 
© bear a thouſand affronts for the intruſion, merely 
for the fake of boaſting afterwards among her 
acquaintance. that ſhe had been in ſuch and ſuch 
* company, and in ſuch and ſuch places ? --- Then 
© as to the article of dreſs, I. 
ever more particular and affected. 

Can it therefore be f 
N and 
* ſo ambitious of rendering herſelf conſpicuous, 
* ſhould not take all the opportunities of doing fo 
now, when fortune has put it in her power to ap- 
© pear with all thoſe real advantages, which before 
* the could only ape in a tawdry manner? --- And 
can it be ſ that the ſame love, which in- 
© duced him to make her his wife, will not alſo 
* induce him to indulge her in he full ſplendor of 
* that diguity to which he has raiſed her ; nay, e- 

* ven to humour her in every folly and extravagance 
* her heart may happen to be ſet upon? 

Tho” 1 found a good deal of reafon, accordi 
to a;pearance, in what my friend had faid, yet 
ſuſpended my judgment, ll T ſhould fee in what 
manner this lady had unboſom'd herſelf to her con- 
dent Belinda, which I was now more than ever 
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impatient to do, and heartily wiſh'd he would take 
his leave. 
At length he went, and I again retir'd to my clo- 
ſet, after having given proper inſtructions to prevent 
a ſecond interruption. --- To avoid confuſion, I ex. 
amined the dates of every letter, and ſhall preſent 
them to my readers in the order they were ſent. 


LETTER I. To BZLINS DA, at Bath. 


& Dear BZLIN DA, 
ny A Received the favour of yours with a double 
fatisfaRtion ; firſt, as it brought me news of 
your ſafe arrival at that agreeable place, and that 
every thing in it anſwered your wiſhes and ex- 
*< pectations, - and, ſecondly, — as it aſſures me 
«© of your friendſhip by the kind concern you are 
<< pleaſed to expreſs for my welfare. 
« As to my health, I have quite loſt that ugly 
cough, which fo much perſecuted me when you 
on ; --- but as to my affairs, they are 
* « fil in the ſame fluctuating = unſettled condi- 
4 tion as ever; Dorantes continues his addreſſes, 
« Vanucius does the ſame; --- How y might 
I be if I was loved but by one of them ? --- but 
* both equally purſuing me, impedes all the goos 
« fortune I might enjoy with either, ſo that I may 
« juſtly fay with the Poet, 


Too much plenty makes mie poor. 


e You may remember how much my mamm 
<< was tranſported when Dorantes firſt declared him- 
« ſelf my lover; --- Vanucius, tho" not quite 
% Jropp'd, was then little regarded either by my- 
* ſelf or ber; but now the cafe is altered; fhe 
* charges me to treat both with an equal freedom; 
and, indeed, I think it wouli be highly ups 
5 litic to do other wiſe. 

« The 


vent 
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© The truth is, Dorantes does not come fo di- 
« rectly to the point as could be wiſhed ; --- his 
« courtſhip is paſſionate, tender, and full of fire; 
& ..- he ſwears I am the idol of his foul, --- his 
« earthly goddeſs, that he could not live without 
« me, - and that all his hopes are center d in be- 
ing one day happy in poſſeſſing me ; yet, among 
<< all theſe fine ſpeeches, he ſeldom mentions mar- 
© riage; and when he does, it is in ſo flight and 
«© evalive a manner as gives me ſometimes cauſe 
to fear his deſigns are rather on my heart than 
% hand. 

& Tf this ſhould be his intention, and I were 
* weak enough to have fixed my affection on him, 
4 how miſerable ſhould I be? --- but thank Hea- 
„ ven, I have none of that ſoft folly in my com- 
0 poſition, by which I have ſeen ſo many of our 
© ſex miſled ; -- my ruling paſſions art- intereſt and 
© ambition: and I would not heſitate one moment 
to give myſclf to Vanucius, if the rank and title 
9 es did not tempt me to wait a-while the 


<< reſult of his . 08. 
*© I was day morning in the Mall with Va- 
© Nuctus, was walking there with ſome 


company; he changed colour, and ſeemed in 
* ſome agitation on meeting us together; --- this 
* I looked upon as a good ſign; but in the after- 
„ noon, when he came to viſit me, and I expect - 
* ed he would either have complained of my in- 
. > Up NINE 20 17 hs 
public encourazement I had given his rival; 
" hid neither, but behaved the whole time he 
«* {taid with all the calmneſs and inſenſibility of a 
ww WV 

] muſt confeſs I was never more diſappointed 


in all my life, as I had frequently ſcen him kindle 


into jealouſy on a leſs occaſion, and could not 
a O 2 « help 
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* help thinking that the violence of his paſſion was 


Diſtruſt in lovers is too warm a ſun ; 

But yet tis night in love when that is gone. 

4 On conſulting with my mamma, I found ſhe 
«© was of the ſame way of thinking, and it was 


6c upon between us, not to ſuffer ourſelves 
© to be trifled with any longer, but that the next 
„ time Vanucius made an offer of his hand I 
% ſhould accept it. 

« But, my dear Belinda, this has put 
a ſtop to the reſolution of laſt _ 
< ſcarce out of bed when I received from Dorantes 
* the moſt paſſionate billet that ever was dictated 
& by the art of man, occaſioned, as he fa 
«© dreaming he had me in his arms ;---if his love be 
& halt ſo impatient to have me there as he pretends 
it is, he will certainly be now more preſſing to 
« make me his own than hitherto he has been. 

« My next, perhaps, may bring you the deci- 
222 my fate ;—in the mean time I ſhould be 
& glad to know what is doing at Bath, and what 
& new conqueſt you have made there; for how 
* much ſoever you may be envied by ſome of 
* your acquaintance, be aſſured that every thing 
* 2 —— your ſatisfaction will always 

xd a fecret pleakure to her who is, 
Wich the molt perſect amity, 
„ Dear BERLIN DA, 
* Your affectionate friend 
And humble ſervant, 
* SELIMAa» 


LE T- 
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this LETTER II. To BZIIN DA, at Bath. 


Dear BEZLIN DA, 

Am ſorry to tell you, that the ity of 
| hb own affairs has hinder's me from being 
inquiſitive enough into thoſe of other people, for 
© me to be able to fend you the intelligence you 
4 requeſt ; but as I flatter myſelf, and you are fo 
„good to fay that what regards myſelf will be al- 
« ways moſt intereſting to you, I ſhall give you 
* a brief detail of what has happen'd to me in re- 
lation to Dorantes, ſince his laſt kind letter men- 
* tion'd in my former. 

* He came the fame evening,—the diſcourſe he 
entertain d me with was of a piece with his 
„ epiſtie,—all love and tranſport he begg'd I 


cc 
6c 
6c 


x ference.'—* No, — return'd he, defive 
will rather increaſe by enjoyment of your perſon; 
| 0 3 — the 


& ſelves. 
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the ſweets contain'd in this dear frame are of 
© too divine a nature ever to ſatiate. 

In ſpeaking theſe words he catched me ſuddenly 
« in his arms, held me to his boſom, and joined his 
« lips to mine with ſomewhat, I thought, of an 
© unbecoming warmth ;—1 ſtruggled to get looſe, 
© and when I had done fo retired ſome paces from 
4 him, and faid, with all the haughtineſs I could 
cc aſſume, Forbear theſe liberties, fir, till autho- 
< riſed by law to take them ;—he asked my 
© don, —apologized for what he had done by the 
« violence of his paſſion, and then ſat down; but 
* more than ordinarily penſive after- 
« wards, ſpoke little, and made his viſit much 
& ſhorter than uſual. 

« On my acquainting my mamma with what 
* had paſſed between us, ſhe did not at all like it, 
and went directly to her old friend, you know 
«© who I mean, to be adviſed by him how to pro- 
* ceed in acircumftance at once fo intricate and 
. critical ;— he told her, that my father ought to 
tc appear in this buſineſs, and that it was his place, 
© and his alone, to demand of Dorantes an ex- 
«© planation of his deſigns in regard to the court- 
«© ſhip he ſo long had made to his daughter. 

My mamma had always been of this opinion; 
& but knowing the indolence of my father's tem- 
«© per, had forbore mentioning it to him; how- 
© ever ſhe now did fo; and to his com- 
& pliance, promiſed to make him a preſent of a 
<< new wig and filver-hilted ſword ; but all ſhe 
© could ſay or offer has been ineffeQtual ; his an- 
„ fwer was, — That he did not know how to 
5 ſpeak to a perſon of Doran es's quality on any 
< ſuch matter ;—that he would not interfere in it, 
„and we might act as we thought proper our- 


« "This 
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* This you will own, is very vexatious ; but 
4% there is no turning him out of his own way ; 
„% mamma is now reſolved, fince there is no 
« other remedy, to take the task upon herſelf, as 
« foon as Dorantes comes to town ; he is at pre- 
« {cnt gone on a hunting-match with ſome gentle- 
% men, but is expected to return in two days at 
«© fartheſt, and we ſhall then ſee the event. 

For my part, my ſpirits are ſo much fatigued 
*© and 2 - p- with this ſuſpence, that there is 
© but one thing hinders me from putting an im- 
vo 12 end to it by marrying with Vanucius ; 

che perſons of the men are equal to me ; but 
* 7 Belinda, I am paſſionately in love with the 
6 tirle of Dorantes, —would to God he were half 
as much fo with my perſon, he would not then 
«© delay one moment giving me the one in ex- 
hon for the other. 

« The faithful Vanucius, who I have flattered 
© with the belief of not being indifferent to me, 
& is every day ſolliciting me to fix a time to make 
& him » while Docontes frems to daily with 
© my ex et can I not reſolve to re- 
+ wad the confluent farvices of the one, nor to re- 
© nounce for ever the charming K 
1 the thouſand dear 3 
„ womanof porn run coping of 
* power to ow on me ;—but I will trouble 
*< you no farther than to aſſure you, that in hat- 
«© ever ſtation my fate ſhall place me, I ſhall be 
ever, 

«© With the beſt wiſhes for your happineſs, 

« My dear BeLinDa, 
«© Your fincere friend 

& And humble ſervant, 
© SELIMA.” 


* N. & 


0 4 
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„P. S. I am highly oblig'd to Philander for 
© the part you tell me he takes in my concerns 
** pray be ſo good as to make my grateful acknow- 
© Ted ts acceptable to him.” 

If I took the ſame pleaſure in tranſcribing, as I 
did in reading the letters of Selima, I ſhould not 
have ftopp'sd till I had laid them all before the pub- 
lic; but my pen requires ſome relaxation as well 
as my eyes, and I muſt therefore entreat the reader 
will give a ſmall truce to his curioſity. 


CHAP. II. 


Preſents the Reader with the continuance of Selima's 
Story, as related by herſelf, in ſeveral epiſlles 
to her friend, in a very natural and affecting 
manner, 


LETTER I. To Bziixpa, at Bath. 


«© Dear BzLiinDaA, 
= oy not let this poſt eſcape without writ- 
hat I have now to ſay to you, tho” 

. vreatly to the purpoſe, muſt be compriſed in a 

© few words ;—I am engag'd to go this evening 
6 with N and ſome other company, on a 
party of pleaſure, and I am every moment ex- 
i peCting his landau at the door, fo can but juft 
© ſnatch time to inform you, that my mamma 
* has talk'd to him on the affair in queſtion. —- 
and that his anſwers have been conformable to 
«© our utmoſt wiſhes ;—yes, I am now convin- 
<« 'ced that all my apprehenſions were groundleſo, 
« —that he never meant to act otherwiſe than 
© honourably with me ;—he has aſſured both her 
06 aſd cophlf Gut conry thing ſhall ſoon be ſettled 
« for my future happineſs ; — rejoice with me, 
« my dear creature, —1 have now a heart and head 
6 perfectly 


TESTES 


«© P. S. Let the length of your next ſhew 
forgive the enforced ſhortneſs of this. 


LETTER IV. To Bziinpa, at Bath. 


1 is the ſum of my mixfortunes 3 no 
Iwill now relate to you the particulars : * 
« He came to me the other day, Os 
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told me, that he had ſomething of conſ 

* to impart to me, and defir'd I would order my- 
« ſelf to be deny'd to whoever ſhould happen to 
* come.—T readily did as he defir'd ; after which 
* he drew his chair cloſe to mine, figh'd, and 


© *Tis death to me to declare it, 
© anſwer'd he; yet can it be no longer hid :—1 
© have impoſed upon you by a falſe pretence; 
.6 iſed what is not in my power to perform; 
© I cannot you.” 

Judge, Belinda, of my confuſion ;—but it is 
« as impoſſible for you to conceive, as it is for me 
< to deſcribe what I felt in that dreadful moment; 
«© — ſcarce could a thunder-bolt have transfix d me 
% more ;—I had no breath, —no voice, but to 
< eccho part of his laſt words, Cannot marry ! 
© —cannot marry, cry'd I!” “ and this I repeated 
« ſeveral times over. 


4: 


5 > 


4 
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6 Overwhelm'd, as I was, with various paſſions, 
I at laſt aſſum'd reſolution to tell him, 
* that he had acted a moſt u and dif- 
% honourable part in ing his addrefles to me, 
knowing himſelf under fo indiſſoluble an 
* ment to another. To which he reply d, that at 
© firſt he hoped to have got quit of his unfortunate 

% tye,—and that after he found all the offers he 
had made to that end were fruitleſs, the paſſion he 
* had for me would not ſuffer him to reſtrain ſee- 
ing me, converſing with me, and telling me how 
* much he adored me. 

© Hethen made a long on the refiſtleſs 
power of my charms, and the violence of that 
flame they had inſpir d him with ;—ſwore a 
* thouſand oaths that the world to him had no- 
*© thing in it but myſelf worth living for ; and con- 
+ cluded with a propoſal, that ſince he could not 
% make me his wife, he would ſettle a thouſand 

« pounds a year upon me to be his miſtreſs, and 
that it ſhould be at my option either to live pub- 
*+ lickly with him as ſuch, or to continue with my 
mamma, and receive his viſits in a private 
manner. 

This offer I rejected with more diſdain than I 
had ſhewn to any of the like nature which had 
ever been made to me ſince my firſt being in the 
way of temptation ;—nor will you wonder that 
I did do ſo:— to be courted for a miſtreſs by the 
* very man who had fo lately flatter'd me with the 
hopes of marriage, made me now look upon 
that as an affront, which before my ex 
** had been raiſed to the height they had been, I 

„ might” perhaps have taken as a proof of his af- 
* feQtion. 

I ranted, — ftorm'd, — concealed no part of 
* the ſpite I was poſſeſs d of; but all J faid ſeem 


'd 
* to 


* and believe I gave myſelf 
66 becoming in me to a man of his quality. — 


join 
64 flight bow :— I ſu 
<< but it is no matter ſince he is married. 


« Even in the midſt of my perplexity, 
«© Dear BEE IN DA, 
« Your very ſincere friend, 
66 And humble ſervant, 


3 
he 


3 N 


. 
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« preſent my mamma's friend had made me to 
1 


LETTER V. To BTI DA, at Bath. 


FT almot a to ane 
is a fin to di the 

joy with any melanchol eek you: 
** calamities will always freſh complaints, 
„ and while I am giving you a detail of my mis- 
** fortunes, methinks I am eaſed of ſome part of 
the weight of them: — you may ſay, indeed, 
, that this is a ſelſiſn conſideration, and I cannot 

« deny the accuſation; but have this to anſwer in 
© my defence, — however diſagreeable the purport 
ihr letters are, they ſhew, at leaſt, 4 
s fect confidence I have in your friendſhip and 


cc 

IJ am apt to think that before I tell you, you 
will ſuſpect am alſo deſerted by Vanucius ; and 
tho I cannot be poſitive that ſuch a conjecture 
« would be entirely — yet I have little 
9 — 5 with the contrary ; — I 
„ have neither ſeen or heard from him for five 
* whole days, and this morning he ſet out for Tun- 


* bridge, without taking any other leave of me, 
< than ſending a flight excuſe for not waiting on me 


% know has always look d upon his courtſhip » 
& me with an evil eye, and had, not long ago, fo 
great a quarrel with him on the occaſion, that he 
* was forbid his houſe, is now fo far reinſtated i 

him to 
but will take 


302 The Inviſible Se v. 


« Thus, my dear Belinda, from having, as I 
dc thought, my choice of two the beſt matches in 
«© the town, I am likely to loſe all hopes of both, 
e and alſo to fall into the contempt and ridicule of 
« all thoſe flirts who ſo lately envied my good for- 
„tune. 

This laſt circumſtance is above all fo truly mor- 
ic tifying, that after it I know not whether I ſhall ever 
© be able to ſhew my face in any public aſſembly, 
& but rather take the ſame pains to conceal myſelf, 
« 25once I did to be conſpicuous : — but farewel, 
© the more I reflect on theſe accidents, the leſs I 
« am capable of reſtraining my paſſion enough to 
aſſure you, 

« With how much ſincerity 
« I am, 
« My dear BELIN DA, 
«< Your moſt devoted, 
«© "'Fho* unfortunate friend, 
& SELIMA.” 


LETTER VI. To Brix DA, at Bath. 


© Dear BLIND A, 

how: I Expected no leſs from your known goodneſs, 
* than the conſolatory ideas you endeavour to 
< inſpire me with; you would fain perfuade me that 
© have no reaſon for deſpair, and that the ſame 
© beauty which attracted the hearts of Dorantes and 
0 Vanucius, will alſo gain me others of equal eſti- 
© mation; but alas, | have too much experience 
4 of myſelf, and of what the world thinks of me, 
« to entertain ſo flattering a hope.—You know 
very well, my dear, that on my firſt ſetting up 
for conqueſt, I ſhew'd myſelf in all public places, 
and expoſed to the view of all who ſaw me, al- 
« moſt every charm that nature bas beſtow'd up- 

i | * on 


7 my © wy 


=_— 


» SS» 09 1 ww = C 


The Invifible Sv v. 303 


* on me, yet never was addreſs'd on the ſcore of 
60 —— by any but thoſe two whom I have now 
« Joſt. 


„ owing to the peculiarity of my 


4 ner of behaviour, than to any real ions of 
4 my perſon, that I was ſo much d by a 
4 gaping multitude. 

what I 


83 
8 8 
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« any body, but ſtill, 


* 
« With an 


inviolable reſpect, 


CHAP. IV. 


Contains the Concluſion of Selima's letters. 
LETTER VII. To BaZMIDA, at Bath. 


Deareſt BerinDa, 
cc OW may all the Gods of love and wit 
60 inſpire my pen to deſeribe to you as it de- 


„ ſerves, the bleſs'd reverſe in my condition fince 


«© the 
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the laſt epiſtle you receiv d from me; 
4 —] was then plung' d in the loweſt pit of deep 
© deſpair, and am now raiſed to the higheſt fum- 
% mit of human felicity —in a word, I am the 
<< contracted fpouſe of Dorantes; and as ſoon as 
the ions for our wedding can be got rea- 


& lawful huſband of another !—lt ſeems, indeed, a 
«© paradox, yet ſtands in no need of ſchool- learn- 
* ing to be explain'd, —as you will preſently dif- 
„ cover. 

* After the loſs of both my lovers, as I then 


« imagined, I ſcarce did any thing but lie upon 


the bed and weep for two whole days together; 
my facher, . inſtead of faying any thing to con- 


& —— while his footman knock'd, he look'd out and 
© made me a very reſpectful bow; —I was amaz'd, 
but thought it would be too groſs an affront, to 
« a man of his quality, to be denied to him as he 
* ſaw I was at home; nor had I time for 

* thing, if I would have done it; for the maid 
& who. open'd the door ſhew'd him directly up 
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« On his entrance I afſum'd one of thoſe 
* ty and aſſur d airs which vulgar low-bred peo- 
<< ple are apt to call impudent and ſawey; and 
% with my head half turn'd another way, faid to 
* him,” — I am ſurpriſed to ſee you here, Do- 
© rantes, after the converſation you entertain'd me 
with at your laſt viſit.” 

* Oh, Selima, reply'd he, I came not now to 
© repeat the audacity [ was then guilty of, nor to 
© offend your modeſt ears with any future diſcourſes 
© of the like nature; but humbly to beg pardon for 
the paſt, and hope that what I have to offer will 
* make ſome atonement.” 

© I do not comprehend your meaning, return'd 
© I; but whatever it may be, cannot think it be- 
© comes me to continue any correſpondence with 
© a married man, who being ſo pretended to make 
* his addreſſes to me on an honourable ſcore.” 

I am not married, rejoin'd he eagerly, and the 


trial I made of your virtue adds a double luſtre to 


© the beauty that firſt enflam'd me, and I am now 
much more your flave than ever, 
© Nat married! cried I ;—Why then did you 
© tell me ſo?”—* Pardon the innocent impoſition I 
practiſed on you, faid he, kiffing my hand, 1 
was willing to fee in what manner you would re- 
ſent it;—your behaviour has anſwer d to my 
wiſh, and I now offer you a hand which I never 
had one thought or wiſh to diſpuſe of to any 
woman. | 
* Oh, Belinda, — how did my heart flutter at 
« theſe words, as Semandra fays in the play, 
I took them all, and died vpon the found: ? 
To the driv'n air my flying foul was faſten'd, 
Each charming ſyllable he ſpoke was mine. 
« The. many paſſionate and endearing things he 
« ſaid to * 
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af twenty letters; you muſt thereſore, till I have 
© a better opportunity of relating the particulars, 
content yourſelf with a brief ſummary of the 
% whole ;—which is this, that he is entirely at li- 
„ berty to marry me, and is reſolved to do fo;— 
that an agreement the fame night was made be- 
«© tween us for that purpoſe; and that mamma 
and her good friend, who luckily happen'd to be 
with her, were call'd in to be witneſſes of it. 

& Since every thing has been ſettled thus happily 
* for me, ſome people have been impertinent 
© enough to affure me, that to their own know- 
* ledge Dorantes was really married ſeveral years 
*© ago, and that his wife is till alive ;—but this 
«© gives me no manner of concern:—if there be 
© any woman who has a claim of this nature on 
* him, he has doubtleſs found means to prevail on 
her to relinquiſh it, —ſo I look upon it as none 
of my affair: — he marries me in the face of the 
* world, —has promiſed to me at court, — 
and while I enjoy the title of. of , 
and the grandeur annex'd to it, ſhall not trou- 
idle myſelf with any whiſpers that may go about 
* the town in relation to the lawfullneſs or unlaw- 
4 fulneſs of my marriage. 

It is no inconfiderable addition to my content- 
ment, to hear that you defign to return to town 
© in a ſhort time; I long to ſee you, and to give 
re 
© flaunting ramp ant footmen, in rich ing" ney 
4 ing on the back of it :—we ſhall cut a better fi- 
„ gure, Belinda, than when we made our little 
& excurſions in a mean dirty hack. —Oh, 
fortune! — fortune ! — dear propitious fortune, 
* how am I bound to praiſe thee But no more 

| « at 
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* at preſent, than that I am, 
«© With the greateſt good wiſhes, 
«cc 


creature, 


4 Your moſt affectionate, 
- of And very humble ſervant, 
4 «© SELIMA, 
Na 
be P. S. I need not defire you to tell Philander 
&* what has happen'd,—I know you will, and al- 
ly „ fo that his regard for you will make him parti- 


nt 5 cipate in the happineſs of your friend. Once 
* © more, — adieu. | 


18 Here end the letters of this celebrated lady; and, 
de indeed, the picture ſhe has given of herſelf in them 
n ſo much reſembles that drawn for her by my old 
on friend,” that I cannot avoid being of his opinion, as 
ne to the manner in which we may expect ſhe will 
de e her conduct. 
4 

I 
1 
ut 


could not, however, acquit Belinda of ingra- 
the little regard ſhe ſeem'd to have fer 
was her intimate companion, and fo frank- 
truſted her with her boſom ſecrets ;—the efteem 


* once had for her was very much lefſen'd by what 
| I had diſcover'd of her temper in the Inviſible Vi- 
t- fit I had made that morning at her apartments 


n and the terms in which ſhe had exprefs'd herſelf, in 
e relation both to Philander and his wife, gave mea 
te curioſity to fee how that couple lived together. 

* Tho' I ſcarce doubted of his being in town, as 
4 Belinda was return'd from Bath, yet I ſent pri- 


re together, and deeply engag d in a converſa- 
the beginning of which I cannot a 
te late 5 
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relate; but what paſs'd between them after I came 
in, will give the reader a ſufficient ſample of the 
diſpoſition both of the one and the other ;—it was 
to this effect : 

Philander. * So then, you fay, madam, that 
1 who pretend ws ng 

ves airs concerning my gallantries with Belin- 
da at Bath?” Ss 
Wife. * You know very well, fir, that the 
© world is apt to talk on ſuch occaſions.” 

Philander. * Rot the world ;—that impertinent 
part of it, at leaſt, whom you converſe with: 
© ridiculous ;—as if there were any thing wonder- 
* ful in a man's deſiring to be in the good graces 
© of one of the fineſt women in town. 

Wife. They may think, perhaps, that when 
* a married man has ſuch inclinations he ought to 
© be more private in them.” 

Philander. * Private ;—humph. — What, they 
— have the men as great prudes as the wo- 
© men?” 


© charms you find in her, muſt be very deſtitute of 
© admirers, when ſhe the addreſſes of 
22 ight to them. SY 
Philander. © 5 mere 

© power of n 

Wife. Scarce ſo—a woman who behaves in 
© the manner ſhe does, renders herſelf rather an ob- 
© jet of contempt than envy.” 

Philander. * Look-ye, madam, you may fancy 
© what you pleaſe; but while Belinda has youth, 
© wit, and beauty on her fide, ſhe will continue to 
© be the toaſt of all the polite part of mankind, in 
© ſpite of whatever malice or jealouſy may ſuggeſt.” 

Fife. Indeed, fir, I have no malice to Belinda, 
© nor jealouſy of you, and give myſelf no four of 

Pain 
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© pain for what may happen between you behind 
* ME but I do not chuſe to be publickly 
+ neglefed for her fake ;—1 would have you re- 
* member that I am 

Philander. . 6 lakes your 
- —_—_ — 

Wife. * Why fo?” 

Philander. 2, * not know what a certain 
: great poat, who naderſived nature better than 
either you or I, has told us upon this head? 


— Who loves to hear of wife ? 

That dull inſipid thing, without deſires, 

And without power to give them. 

Wife. Mighty well, Philander;—but cer- 
* tainly a man of this way — EI_0s 
* to marry.” 

Philander. * Stupid :—Are you ſo ignorant as 

© not to know a man of faſhion marries 

* for the ſake of getting an heir to his eſtate ? 

. Wife. © Then love is quite out of the queſ- 
tion? 

Philander. * Humph. No, not 
ſo -a man generally chuſes the woman who 
© ſuits his taſte at that time, provided her fortune 
* and family be equally agreeable ;---but you are 
© not to imagine that the conjugal hoop, like an 
p : 


to the women ?* 

No, there are very good reaſons 
_ but all this is idle; 
we are upon this topic, let us diſcuſs it 
creatures ;---if we examine our on 
— and confeſs the truth, I believe it will be 
found that my conduct and your diſcontent — 


310 The Invifib'e Sev. 


© ceed from one and the ſame ſource, and are wide- 
© ly different from what the world generally aſcribes 
© to either: in fine, madam, it is pride,--- mere 
© pride alone, that makes me guilty and you un- 
* happy.” 1 
Wife. Pride ——as how? 

Philander. * I will preſently convince you, — the 
© pride of being thought to be well with a woman 
© that half the town runs madding after, makes me 
© fondof appearing in all public places with Be- 
© linda; —and it is the pride of engroſſing me 
© wholly toyourſelf that will not ſuffer you to be 
6 wy in ſeeing another woman preferr'd before you.” 

ife. * Suppoſe this to be the caſe, which I 
© am, however, far from granting, mine would 
© certainly be the moſt juſtifiable pride.” 

Philander. * Not at all ;—pride is one of the 
© very worſt ingredients in the compoſition of a 
wife. x 
Wife. And falſhood in that of a huſband.” 

Philander. * If you accuſe me of falſhoody. 
© you are, without exception, poſitively one of 
© the moſt ungenerous women in the world ;—no 
© man could deal more fincerely with a wife than I 
© have juſt now done with you ; and I think you 
© ought to value me for it, and conſole yourſelf 
< with the aflurance that Belinda will grow ſtale to 
me the moment I find ſhe becomes fo to the 
© town,—which, to let you into a ſecret, I believe 
© will be very ſoon.” 

Wife. I am very much of your opinion in 
© that point ;---but then the ground ſhe loſes in 
© your heart, will perhaps be taken up by another, 
© fo that my misfortune will receive little abatement 
dy the change of perſons.” | 

hilander. As to that, madam, there's no 


© anſwering for future events but whatever hap- 


< pens of this kind, you will always find it the 
RE 
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© wiſeſt way to be 3 ſo, fare wel. 
© ] han t dine by. > = { ? 

With theſe words he went away, it is to 
Belinda, or ſome other nt of the ſame 
nature, which I had no curioſity. to pry into - -his 
wife ſeemed more agitated after he was gone, than 
ſhe had made ſhew of when he was preſent ; but 
having fat for ſome minutes in a muſing poſture, at 
= a it and ſpoke thus to herſelf : 

ife. He ſays true, indeed,--- patience is 

© only Il may cry and fret myſelf till 
8 hh y that people will think I deſerve the 
© flights he treats me with, and the beſt I could ex- 
© pect would be the pity of my acquaintance :--- 
* Oh ! how contemptible a thing is pity !--- How 
mean does the wretch appear who Rand. in need 
© of it !---I cannot bear the thought No, the 
© world ſhall never know how miſeraþle I am; 
© I will tell every body that I diſcovered the flirt 
* was in love with my husband, and that I put him 
upon ing to admite her, on purpoſe to 
make her more ridiculous. 

The thoughts of this ſeem'd to put 
her into great ſpirits ; --I could perceive her eyes 
ſparkled with the innate ſatisfaction of her mind, 
and a dawn of chearfulneſs diffus'd itſelf through all 
her features.--- After a ſhort pauſe ſhe went on with 
her ſoliloquy. 5 

on © It ſhall be ſo ; her vain coquette airs 
© will give a ſanction to what I fay, and my ſpeak- 
ing of my husband with the utmoſt tenderneſs 
© prevent every one from imagining I find myſelf 
© treated by him with any coldneſs or neglect.--- 
© Oh, Philander, for my own fake I muſt conceal 
: 224 


yu faults ;---it is a provoking circumſtance, 
© however, 


but I hope I ſhall have reſolution 

© enough to overcome it, and to follow mr. Dry- 
© den's advice. 

« Secrets 
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& Secrets of marriage ſhould be ſacred held, 

« Their ſweets and bitter by the wiſe conceal'd ; 

« Errors of one reflect on tother ſtill, 

* And when divulg'd proclaim we've choſen 
& ill.“ 


Having now fully fatisfied my curioſity, I left 
— lady to purſue her meditations, and retir'd to 

in or der to indulge my own ; which, 
Ion confeſs, afforded me no very plt.fing ideas, 
as I was convinced, by what I had ſeen and heard, 
that neither the husband or the wife, or the fa- 
vourite miſtreſs, had any thing in their characters 
that could be arall intereſting to a perſon of my way 


of thinking. 


CaAT. . 


Canfifts chi the Author's 
— on 25 a afte,---the A adele road in the 
pur ſuit of Fame, and the folly of an ill di rected 
emulation; to which are added, a few faint ſeetches 
taken from the moſt amiable origina's in medern 
life, and exhibited in the hope kl ſeeing them f- 
the pub by more able pencil for the improvement of 

Public. 


4 es celebrated Monſieur De Buffy tells us, 
that when we ſay a man has a fine or true 


Taſte, no more is meant by thoſe words, than 
that h. has a found judgment, a clear head, and 
a nicely diſtinguiſhing capacity in judging of what is 
really worthy and becoming; and what is not fo, 
whether it be in the choice of his amuſements, his 
equipage, his apparel, the furniture of his houſe, 
the covering of his table, or whatever elſe depends 
on the direction of the will and fancy. 

Now, 


1 + 
Un 
1 2 5 
: x HE 
1441 il il 
PR | - : 
1 : D 


The Invifible S v. 


374 


him a worthy nd hand ma of ſociety ; 
yet, by ſome unaccountable oddities of manners 
and behaviour, he makes himſelf hated where he 
might be loved,--deſpiſed where he might be reſpeR- 
ed, and a mere Cypher in a world where he might 
be a £gure of the greateſt 

Ee is not st all diſſatisfied that every one knows 
and ſpeaks of bim as a man poſſeſs d of a very opu- 
lent forcunc, yet affects to look down with ſcorn on 
all the plcaſures, and even innocent amuſements 
it mig it afford hun ; and to ſuch an exceſs does he 
carry this humour, that whatever is beyond the 
neceiñities or nature he treats as luxury and epicu- 
riſm, vainly imagining that the wearing of a 
thread-bare coat, and a wig that the head it covers 
| ſcarce remembers ever to have had a curl, or the 
diriag on a cut of coarſe boiled beef from a three- 
penny ordinery, eniitles him to the character of 2 


But this oftentatious „28 I think it may 
be juſtly calPd, is not the unpardonable error 
into which Hippias is led by his falſe Taſte; 
this ſerves only to make him ridiculous ;—but there 
is another which makes him hateful]. 
The ambition he bas of being reverenced as 3 
foic, renders him deaf to the dictates of humanity, 
and « wholly inſenſible of all ſocial feeling for his 
fellow creatures he partakes not in the joys or 
12 + 1 
« finger, move a ſtep, or a fy | 
to promote the one or diflipate the other; the 
moſt diſtreſsſul circumſtance has not the power to 
touch his heart, and if any ons hows fie Jo 
enough to employ his affiſtance or advice in the ex 
ies, with a ſolemn and 
tremeſt exigence, he replies, * 


ri riss ii Teri 
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magiſterial air, that hy ſay nothing to their 
complaints; that pity is M paſſion; and that, by the 
force of his reaſon, he has diveſted himſelf of all 
reer | 
does Hippias, by indulging one unhappy 
propenſity, forfeit all the love and eſteem the qua- 
lities he is poſſeſs d of would otherwiſe attract; 
tne manner in which he is now look'd upon gives 
me room to ſuſpect, that whenever he makes his 
exit from this world he will have an epitaph fome- 
what like what I read on a tomb-ftone in a coun- 
try church-yard : | 
Here , ſtretch'd at his full length is 
© laid, | 
* Who living, no one lov'd, nor mourn'd when 
© dead.” 
Numberleſs are the inſtances might 


love of Fame is the univerſal paffion,—it is im- 
printed, in a more or leſs degree, on every human 
heart ;—thoſe who have great talents are apt to 
think they can never render themſelves 
conſpicuous ; and thoſe of weaker intellects, yet 
polſeſs*'d of the fame vanity, are ſometimes fo in- 
fatuated, as rather than not to make a noiſe in the 
world, to do things which may incur a lampoon, 
fince they cannot deſerve a panegyric. * 

A private life, or as they term it, a life of ob- 
ſcurity, is to ſome people the ſevereſt misfortune 
they can labour under ;—they will tell that 


they may as well be out of the world as of no con 
ſequence in it and few there are who will take 
the poet's word for a contrary pathon. 
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in others, eſpecially if the perſon they copy after 
be of a ſuperior rank, or has the reputation of a 
wit. | 

' Theſe may properly enough be call'd ſecond-hand 
fools ; for they generally take up the follies juſt when 
they are leſt off by the perſons they would be thought 
exactly to reſemble ;—according to a vulgar adage, 
— fool will ſometimes peep out of the wiſeſt 
© man.'—The leaſt failing in a perſon of a diſtin- 


guiſh'd character is preſently adopted by his inferiors 
till it becomes a faſhion. 


when ſpeaking on this ſubject ;—it is a long time 
ago fince I read the old gentleman ; but as near as I 
can remember, his words are as fellows : 


© The great, tis ſure, ſhould firſt themſelves 
© amend 


1 * 

© For follies of all kinds will ſtill deſcend: 

* What palaces begin, the cottage apes, 

© And no degree of men th' infection ſcapes. 

Emulation, however, when well directed, is 
one of the moſt noble propenſities of the mind 
nothing can be more truly laudable than an endea- 
vour to ſquare our actions by a praiſe-worth 
model ; but I am ys ion ib a > 
often the caſe as every good man would wiſh it 


were. 

There are ſome people ſo unhappy, as to take 
for a pattern all the bad they can find, and neglect 
all the good ;—and this too, without deſign or any 
untoward inclination, but through mere carelefs- 
neſs ; and provided they do ſomething fuch a one or 
ſuch a ohe does, give not themſelves the trouble to 
examine whether what they imitate be a ot 
a blemiſh ; or, indeed, whether it be either, or 


P 
3 ny | 


but this I am now going to repeat. 


Sir Iſaac had him at his table one day, and hap- 
'd caſually to fay, that he thought nothing 
ſweeter than a bacon bone ;—my friend immediate- 
ly-catch'd up the word, and from that moment made 
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—ye midnight gadders to maſquerades and balls, 
from lovely Amadea learn, the timid modeſty that 
beſt befits and beſt ſecures the honour of a virgi 


popular admiration ;—ſhe avoids being the firſt in 
any new faſhion, and never runs into the 
of it goes to no routes, aſſemblies, or maſque- 
rades ;—ſcldom indulges herſelf even with 
or opera; and when the does, is always ac 
pany'd by ſome grave relation, whoſe preſence is a 


check on the impertinence of thoſe whifflers who 
ſkip from box to box, ſaying the ſame thing 
every fine woman they ſee there; 


in the Park, ſhe makes choice of 
the leaſt company are there; and 
place you are ſure to find her in is at Church. 
The example of Dorilaus is a noble reprimand 
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If there were no cards nor dice in the world, Fa- 
vonius would be look d upon as an almoſt faultleſs 


being, and the voice of envy have nothing where- 
| with to caſt a blemiſh on his name: --- it cannot be 
; 
| | 
| greatly compenſate for his love of gaming, if it- 
: were not for two confiderations,---which are theſe : 
r 
a 
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the divine 
truly ſays, 
; In ſoi death, the actions of the juſt, 
; Will fill finell fer, and bloſſom in the duſt.” 


o 


4 


this is a theme which, tho” perhaps little af- 


| fefting to the greateſt part of my readers, may yet 
be too melancholy to ſome others, as well as to myſclf, 
4 I ſhall therefore dwell no longer upon it, but return Cormack 
to a ſubject more ſuitable to the preſent diſpoſition 3 
of the times, which I am not fo ignorant as not to n 
an author always to conſult, if he re- "By ch. 
either his on reputation or the intereſt of his fallible f 
1 a bis being 
bp | ſome dif; 
5 CHAP. VI cided by 


a ſuccind relation of two pretty extraordi ar aa 

adventures that — 1 themſelves to the 2 

in 4 ing ramble ; --- which accounts, if they 

. are not founy altogether ſo improving as ſome few 
readers might deſire, have full as good a plea ta 

_ the approbation of the town in general, that of 
being very diverting. - 


Clear and undiſturb d ſky, illuminated with a 
ſmiling ſun, and perfumed with a thouſand 

odours from the new budding ſpring, invited me to 

take the air in Hyde-Park ; — I girded my Inviſible 
Belt about fac, for the reaſons I have already men- 
tion'd. in a preceding chapter, and alſo put my Ta- 
tpn my guy, Fog © he nor the Halt on 
pectation of meeting with apy thing in that place 
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which ſhould give me occaſion to make uſe of them | 

The ſweet Lhematry of this ſolitude afforded me 

infinitely more pleaſure than ever I had found in a 
crowded Mall; — it infpired me with the moſt de- 
ligheful ideas, "which — I wander'd for I 
believe near two hours without meeting with any 
one object to i my contemplations. 
How much I might have continued in this 
agreeable reſvery I know not; for 1 was rous'd 
from it by the ſudden appearance of a gentleman 
at ſome diſtance from me, but who was advancing 
directly towards the path where I was: — on his 
approach I ſtepp'd a little on one fide, to prevent 
his running againſt me; — he walk d backwards and 
forwards with ſome emotion, — look d often on his 
watch, and diſcover's many ſigns. of the nimeRt 
impatience. 

By the cockade in his hat, and fans (ilar Ke 
fallible fimptcms I faw about him, I doubted not of 
his being a military. gentleman, and imagin'd that 
ſome diſpute of honour was that morning to be de- 
cided by the point of the fword ; but I was foon 
convinced\vf my miſtake, and that the officer at 
that time had more of Cupid than of Mars in his 
head. 

J had not been many minutes before a coach came 
up and ſtopp'd very near to the place where I ſtood; 
— there were three women in it, one of whom. 
and much the richeſt dreſs d, I preſently knew to 
be the celebrated Lipathea ; — the others, as I af- 
22 found, were her Woman and Nurſe; — 
this, it ſeems, being the firſt time of her 
abroad ſince her bringing _ 
„to the great of 

as the News-writers 

On lhe of the coach 


that honourable family, 


briſkly towards it, — Lipathea faw him at the ſame 
** 


245211 


'd, 


Ae two women came out and the officer jump'd 
in,— aſtur which the coachman was order'd to drive 
as flow as he could to the Wallnut-tree Walk, and 
ſo round * Ha-ha Wall and back to the ſame 
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dear punctual Billy 
indeed, than your 
ve been here this half hour. 
But how can you be ſur- 
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Well well, — come in. - you know 
your attendance.” 
words thedo or was immediately open 
thange fex, — 


80.— 


r. More 
yſhip 
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for I ha 


* 


recompence 


theſe 


pat hea 


* 


Ys with her accuſtom'd loud laugh, cry'd to 
my 
punctual, 
Woman. Aye, ſome people are apt to ſay they 


L; 


* ſhould 


an 
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© priz'd at her making | 


very moment her huſband was going 


forget it ;—I was 


quite 
© to ſhew — as if he had 
« been — * 

inan. Well ſhe has fine children, and I 
© belieie does not care a pin's point-who the world 
© thinks degot them. 

Nurſe. * That's a plain caſe, or ſhe would never 
© behave as ſhe does.” 


Woman. 6 It is not our buſineſs, however to find 


that b 
8 «gone . EI 
* 3 was told for a great ſecret, that ſhe had an in- 

« trigue with my lord Tritt Traffli, —and that he 
© made her the fineſt preſents.” 

Woman. They need not have told it you for a 
© ſecret, —all the town knows it, and he is as proud 
© as ſhe is careleſs of their doing ſo. 

Nurſe. * How does that matter ſtand at 


* | 
his chariot to take the air after a fit of the 
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© ther which ſhall be nameleſs.” 


© the laſt age were very different from what 

© are now ; but we cannot live by the paſt but by 
* the and I would not have you ſtand in 

* your own light, Mrs. Nurſe ; — my lady talks of 
you to a certain great perſon, who 
© will ſhortly have occaſion for one of your pro- 
© feffion; but if you ſeem to diſapprove of theſe 
© things you will ſpoil all.“ 

Nurſe. * Nay, for that matter, I, — I can hold 
© my tongue when I find it is for my intereſt ; — 
© I am no babbler, — I will ſay that or myſcif; — 
but thoughts, you know, are free.” 

This prating woman, who would fain be thought 
no babbler, now began to run into a long 
all the particulars ſhe knew, or could remember, 
that had happen'd in the ſeveral families where ſhe 


had been; but the matters ſhe related being wholly _ 
and unworthy of record, I ſhut up 
my Tablets and gave no farther ear to what ſhe ſaĩd. 


-I quitted not the place, however, till the lovers 
— from the tour they had been making ; — 


the coach ſtopp'd, and the Captain was ſet down 


near the end of the ſame path where he had been 
taken up, and Lipathea beckon'd her two attendants 
to come in, who by this time, I found, were hear- 
tily weary of their 

The well-known character of Lipathea, one 
would think, ſhould have hinder'd me from 
much ſurpriſed at any thing ſhe did; yet could 
nat be an eye-witneſs of the glaring affront ſhe now 
put upon her huſband and the modeſty of her ſex, 
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Nurſe. * Bleſs me! how times are changed | — 

C Wheel was a young woman there were no ſuch 
© doings; — I have ſerv'd in many a great family, 
© and nuce'd many a fine lady, but never ſaw for- 
what I have lately ſeen in this and ſome o- 


Woman. I have heard, indeed, that people of 


detail of | 
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without being ſeia d with a conſternation impoſſible 
to be expreſs d. 

My meditations on this adventure had perhaps 
laſted *till I came home, if they had not been in- 


cap ornamented with jewels, — as the 
little incident I am about to rehearſe will abundant- 
ly evince. | 
As I was paſſing through St. James's-Park, I met 
a young woman with a poringer in her hand, fat. 
upon a water-plate, and neatly cover'd with a large 
earthen ſaucer ; — ſhe advanced with flow and cau- 
teous ſteps, leſt ſhe ſhould ſpill any part of what ſhe 
had brought ; when ſhe drew near to the Parade, a 
tall luſty Grenadier ſtepp'd forth from among his 
comrades and receiv'd the mefs from her, as alſo a 
pewter ſpoon as bright as filver, which ſhe took 
out of her pocket and preſented 0 him at the fame 
time. 
Tho' every thing about her was clean, even to a 
nicety, yet, as the reader may eafily ſuppoſe ex- 
tremely mean: — ſhe had a face, however, that 
ſtood in need of no advantages from dreſs to ſet it 
off; — never had I ſeen a finer pair of eyes, more 
regular features, or a more foft and delicate com- 
plexion ; — and to crown all the reft of her per- 
ſections, there appear d not only in her countenance, 
but in every little motion and gefture, that which, 
in my opinion, is the very ſoul of lovelineſs, a moſt 


= 
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I was fo much ſtruck at the fight of her, that I 
could not forbear in order to conſider her 
beauty with more attention, while ſhe ſtood waiting 


till the Grenadier, who I found was her huſband, 


Gate, © Yes, plezſe your honour.” 

Officer. NE OT IIS Fm UT ee 
© been married 

Grenadier. * three months, pleaſe your 
© honour. 

Officer. © I uſe her well; — I dare fa 
"Gf * Ihe you | 
Grenadier. * I think ſhe has no reaſon to com- 


The Grenadier having 
„ 
wife trip d out of the Park with much more 
than ſhe had come into it ; --- the officer, who 


never loſt ſight of her, follow'd, tho for * 
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at ſome diſtance, and I kept very near him, reſolv- 


ing to ſee what it was he aim'd at, and what would 


be the iſſue of his deſigns, in caſe he had any of 


the nature I ſuſpected. 
She went through the Trsaſury, and when he 
faw ſhe had enter'd there mended his and 
coming with her under the arch'd gave 
her a e 
turn'd back, but on ſeeing him dropp d a low curtſy, 
while he ſpoke thus: 
e laſs ; --- I 
© wanted to ſpeak with you; --- 1 


© woman are you?” 


Wife. * I was born in Lancaſhire, --- fo pleaſe. 
© your honour.” 
Officer. © 1 ſo ; for I have heard fay all 


© the Lancaſhire girls are very handſome, — And 
He brought you to London?“ | 
— * The hopes of getting into a good 


S pj acquainted with 
rere 


. * Iou'thnow, — was my fate, I 
y 4 © Well here is ſomething to encourage 


© you to love the army.” 
With theſe words he drew a fix-and-thirty piece 

of gold out of his pocket and made an offer of put- 

ting it into her hand ; but ſhe drew back either a- 


ſham'd or to accept it, and cry d, 


* ſhould never take money from the men.” 


bave ſeen 
© you ſome where or other; Pray what country- 


Wife. "Oh, 6 I have heard fay that women - 
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- *©* That is from your mean dirty fel- 
© lows ; butit is ill-manners to refuſe any thing 
© given you by your ſuperiors.” 

He now took hold of her hand, and a ſecond 
effort obliging her to receive his preſent, ſhe look'd 
on it, turn'd it two or three times, and then f.id, 
Wife. * Bleſs me, —what muſt 1 do with this 


money 

Officer. * Oh you will find a uſe for it;: — 

* that pretty face and perſon of yours require a 
© thouſand things that the Grenadier's pay will not 
© enable him to purchaſe for you :—and now I 


© think on it, is pity he ſhould continue in that 
© low ſtation ; 1 have it in my power to raife him, 
©" and I will du it, —:e ſhall have a Halbert forth- 
© with ;—but I muſt talk to you a little firſt upon 


© tion fit for your honour to come into. 


No matter for that, I am not proud, 


and never ſeruple to go to any place, how mean 
© ſoever it be, where I can either do a plea'ure to 
© myſelf or a 'ervice to my friends; - therefore no 
© excuſes.” ; | . 
Wife. © Your honour is very good 5——but I do 


© not know how to tell you, for there is no ſign 
lodge up one pair of ftairs at 


© near us ;—but we 
© -a button-maker's, the next door but one to a 
© chandler's ſhop, in a litile alley that turas out 
GA ans. 
6 


Officer. * mall never find it by this dreckion, 


© —you ſhall ſhew me where it is now | 
Wife. *© Lord, fir, what will the in the 
© ſtreet ſay, to ſee me go cheek-by-jole with ſuch 
a fine gentleman as your honour ?” 
Officer, 
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Officer. * Well then you ſhall walk before 
and I will follow you. | 

Wife. * But, fir, my room is all dirty, —I was 
© juſt going home to clean it, now I have carry d 
my husband his breakfaſt.” | 

Officer. © I ſhall not go in, nor viſit you d ill 
© after dark, to hinder, as you fay, the neigh- 
© bours from ſtaring at me ;—1 will come this 
evening about nine or ten o' clock; - your huſ- 
© band is to be upon duty, but do you take care 
© not to be out of the way ; for it is abſolutely 
© neceſſary I ſhould have ſome diſcourſe with you 
before I do any thing for him? 

Wife. Lord, fir, what buſineſs can your 
© honour have with me that he muſt not know.” 

Officer. * You may tell him afterwards, if you 
© will ;—but I won't detain you any longer, go 
© home and delight yourſelf with the aſſurance I 
give you that your husband ſhall be made a Ser- 

© jeant to-morrow, and that I ſhall ufe all my 
© intereſt for his n 

at * 


© come to be a Captai 


Wife. * A Captain !—ob lae!—I ſhould never 


© have thought of ſuch a thing. 
Officer. It all depends upon yourſelf, and 
© what I have to communicate to you; 
© ſure to be at home and alone when I come. 
Wife. © Yes, pleaſe your honour, . I would 
© not for all the world be fo rude as to diſappoint 
0 , 
© into ſuch a poor habitation as mine. 
Officer. Never mind that, my pretty one, I 
= - — in the place but your- 
« ſelf.” | 
While he was ſpeaking this he caſt his eyes 
about, and finding there was 
her an affectionate kiſs upon the cheek, * 


I am aſham'd you ſhould come 


in he, gave 
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ſhe made a low curtſy and turn'd away to go home, 
bluſhing all the way ſhe went like the Sun thro” 
a gentle ſhower in an April morning ;——he fol- 
low'd, as he faid he would, till he bad ſeen her 
enter into her little dwelling ; nor left the place *cill 
he had taken ſufficient notice of every thing, to be 
able to remember and know it again. 
4 was now under a moſt —_ ne 
is poor young creature, thus likely to - 
tray'd, by any inclination to ill, 
through the fear of offending a » 
aue ignorant of the ſnares of the world, and 
un t how to reſiſt temptation ; ſhe was, alas ! 
to fall into a real fault, by an endeavour 


© Innocence and youth oft makes, 


to go i 
come. 


I had not waited above half an hour before he 
d ;he was muffled up 
of a ſmall winki 
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ry thing that had pafs*'d between 

ficer, and more zealous in the de- 

fence of his honour, than perhaps ſome in a much 
er ſtation would have been, had prevailed 


by his wife of eve 
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what he was about, immediately ſeiz d it by the 
hilt, wreſted it from him, ſnapp'd it in ſunder 
with his foot, and threw it over his head. —* Raſcal, 
© will you murder me! cry'd the Officer. No, 
© no, reply'd the Grenadier, I will only cool 
© your courage, and make you remember run- 
ning after other men's wives. Dog,—do you 
© know who I am, demanded he ?*—1 only know 
you for a villain, faid the other, that would de- 
© bauch my wife, and as ſuch I'll uſe you. Sirrah, 
* return'd the Officer, I will make you pay dear- 
© ly for this inſolence ou know enough 
© thit I ang , you lye, rejoin'd the o- 
ther, and deſerve to be bang'd for taking fuch 
© a gentleman's name in your mouth j— , 
* would ſcorn to ſneek into ſuch a poor hut as 
© this to ſeduce any man's wife.” 

The Grenadier's hands were not idle all this 
time; but the Officer having at length got upon 
his feet, they continued wreſiling together for ſome 
minutes, in which combat the furious husband had 
much the better, which put me in mind of what 
mr. Row ſays in his excellent tragedy of Jane 
Shore : 


© In foight of birth and dignity, a man 
* Oppos's againſt a man, is but a man.” 


The Officer now finding himſelf quite diſabled, 
and being til under the gripe of his unrelenting 
enemy, call'd vehemently out for help ; on which 
ſeveral of the neighbours ran in with lighted candles 
in their bands, aud the entry was preſently full of 
men, women and children ;—dut never was fuch 
a ſpectacle as this demolith'd Beau,—* Bleſs me 
What is the matter, cry'd one ?* — What is the 
© matter ?'— Ask no quelitions,—here is half a 
* crown for any one chat will get me a chan im- 


mediately 


rr 


e 
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ceeded by ſome con 
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* mediately, ſaid he; and the word was ſcarce out 
of bis mouth before a cobler ran with all the 
ſpeed he could to do as he defired. 

The Grenadier now affected the utmoſt ſurprize, 
and ſaĩd,. All the world ſhould never have made 
me believe it was was your honour ;—T proteſt 
© Itook you for a rogue that wanted to come to 
© bed to my wife while I was abroad, and thoughe 
* I could not uſe ſuch a one tooill.--"The women, 
on hearing this, gueſs'd how the buſineſs was, and 
look'd at one another and grinn'd ;— one of them, 
however, was ſo charitable as to fetch a wooden 
bowl of water and a piece of clean rag to cleanſe 
the blood from off his face and garments ;— he 
made uſe of what ſhe-brought, but gave no other 
anſwer. to what the Grenadier had ſald than a look 
full of reſentmeat aad confuſion. 

A chair being brought, be catch'd up his hat and 
wig, which had fallen off in the ſcuffle, went into 


it, leaving behind kim ſufficient matter to employ 
the converſation of the whole alley for a long time; 
Son hearing afterwards the whole truth of the af- 


fair from the Greoadier and his wife, every one 
applauded the conduct of them both, and laugh'd 
heartily at the diſappointment and coireCtion of the 


lafcivious Officer. 


For my own part, aftcr I got home, the ſatiſ- 


faction of finding myſelf ſafe from the dangers 


into which my curioſity had brought me, was ſuc- 
rations on the paſſages I 
had been witneſs of, and I could not help being 
filFd with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, that perſons 
endow d with a liberal education, and from whom 
much better things might be expected, ſhould, for 
the fake of gratifying a fooliſh inclination, the 
fleeting pleaſure of a moment, not only be guilty 


of the greateſt injuſtice to others, but alſo of the 


moſt abject demeaning of themſelves. 
- CHAP 
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CHAP. vii. 

1s calculated rather for admoniticn than entertain- 
ment, and therefore is likely to be but little re- 
lifſh'd ;—efpecially as it may happen to give a pret- 
ty ſevere ſlap on the faces of ſome who think 
themſelves too great or too wiſe for amendment. 


r Reaſon, 
when we refuſe to ſubmit either our wills or 
actions to the guidance of its direction, when 
through every ſtage of life we ſuffer ſome darling 
paſſi on to gain dominion over us, and utterly ex- 
tingui glorious lamp we ſeem fo proud of, 
would be thought ſo eminently to poſſeſs above 


the reſt of the creation ? : 
ity i the vice of Youth, and 


Prodigality is generally 

Avarice of Age; but tho” both theſe propenſities 
= or aq \ wir oF NA 
metrically oppoſite to ſound j ent, yet I thi 
ſome what more may be ſaid in excuſe of the one 
than of the other. 

The Prodigal laviſhes his ſtores in ſuch things as 
do a pleaſure to himſelf ; and if he ſquanders away 
his patri in riotous living, and becomes mi- 
ſer in the end, there are ſome who proſit by 
his mĩsfortunes; — his money circulates, and the 
Public ſuffer nothing by his private ruin. 

The Miſer, on the „ not only denies 
himſelf all enj of the goods of fortune, 
but alſo withholds them, as much as in his power, 
from every one elſe;—he parts with nothing h. can 
get into his clutches ; — amaſſes heaps of treaſure, 
and ſmiles with a wicked ſatisfaction to ſee it lie 


ruſting in his coffers, while numbers of his more 


. fellow - creatures are periſhing for the want 


Avarice, 


Avari 
the foul 
the nobl 
even na 
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Avarice, above all other paſſions, ſo takes up 


the foul that it leaves not the leaſt room for any of 


the nobler ſenfations ;—love, friendſhip, pity, and 
even natural affection, are excluded thence ;—the 
covetous man regards only the gratification of that 
one fordid view,—all his fears, his hopes, his 
cares, are center'd there, and he ſeldom ſticks at 
any thing to obtain it. : 

Beſides, what can be more abſurd in itſelf, than 
for people to labour with all their might in the 
heaping riches, which they neither make uſe of, 
nor can aſſure themſelves but that the next moment 
may diſpoſſeſs them of? and it is remarkable, that 
the nearer they approach to the time when they can 
expect no other than to be ſnatch'd for ever from 
the idol they have worſhip'd, they grow the more 
eager to preſerve it. 

Strange infatu-tion, not to be accounted for ei- 
ther by nature or common ſenſe ! — Our Engliſh 
Pindar, the inimitable Cowley, has an extreme 
pretty ſentiment on this head ;—theſe are his words: 


© ”*Tis madneſs ſure treaſures to hoard, 

* And make them uſeleſs as ia mines remain, 
* Tolofe the occaſion fortune does afford, 

© Fame and public love to gain.” 


The condition of thoſe children who have the 
misfortune to be de ſcended from parents of the hu» 
mour I am ſpeaking of, can never be too much 
commitlerated, eſpecially if they happen to be born 
with notions more juſt and elevated; — an inſtance 
of which kind I am now going to relate. 

A gentleman, whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Avario, is ſprung from a very ancient fa- - 
mily in the Weſt of England, has a large eſtate, 
and might have been belov'd and re ſpected by his 
neighbours, if the exceſſive parſimoniouſneſs of bis 


Yor. 1. Q diſpoſition 
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diſpoſition did not make him do things which de- 


mean his rank, and even render him contemptible 
in the eyes both of his equals aud inferiors. 

He was married in his youth to a lady of birth 
and fortune ; but had no child by her for near 
twelve whole years, at the end of which time, how- 
ever, ſhe brought a fon into the world, which one 
would imagine ſhould have filPd the father's heart 
with the higheſt ſatis faction; but inſtead of thank- 
ing Providence for ſending him an heir of his own 
bowels for his eſtate, he only repincd at the addi- 
= expence the new comer mult neceffarily occa- 

His lady was ſenſibly afflicted at the li:tle notice 
he took of the young Clyamon, for fo the fon of 
this unworthy father was call'd; but when ſhe re- 

oach'd him with his unkindneſs, he only gave 
2 churliſh anſwer:— That he ſaw no cauſe 
for any great rejoicing ; for he ſuppoſed, as ſhe 
had now began to teem, he ſhould in a few years 
have more children than he ſhould be able to main- 
tain. 

Clyamon, notwithſtanding, grew a very fine boy ; 
but would have had little to boaſt of from educa- 
tion, if his uncle by the mother's fide, who was 
exceeding rich and had no children, had not con- 
ceived a more than ordinary affection for him, and 
zelolved to beſtow on him all thoſe advantages 
which were denied to him by the niggard difpoli- 
tion of his father. 

He told Avario, that if he would truſt him with 
his fon he would breed him as his own, and take 
cate that he ſhould want for none of thoſe accom- 
plithments which conſlitute the truly fine genile- 
man, in caſe he were capable of receiving them; 
* which, added he, I dy not at all duubt of, from 
© the early promiſe of his childhood.“ 

T his 
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This offer was too agreeable to both the parents 
not to be readily accepted; — the father rejoiced at 
being eas'd of an expence he could not foreſee with- 
out regret; and the mother was highly pleas'd to 
think that her little darling would now receive a 
more polite education than ſhe could hope the too 
=_ trugality of her huſband would have allow'd 

m. 
Clyamon was about ten years of age when fir 
Arthur Frankwill, for ſo this worthy uncle was 
call'd, took him under his protection, and carry'd 
him to a ſine ſeat he had about twelve miles di- 
ſtance from Avario's:—doubly happy for him was 
now this change in his ſituation; for his mother 
dying ſoon after his removal, he would doubtleſs 
have been deprived of many indulgences he had hi- 
therto enjoy d at home; — but which were abun» 
dantly made up to him by the tender affection he 
was treated with by the good baronet. 

Sir Arthur, not approving of any of the ſchools 
in that part of the country, ſent him to Eton, un- 
der the conduct of a faithful old ſervant ;—and in 
that place it was he receiv'd his firſt rudiments of 
learning. | 

The improvements he made there were ſuch as 
did honour to the maſters as well as to his own ca- 
pacity, in fo readily imbibing their inſtructions ;— 
the accounts thoſe gentlemen gave of him, in their 
letters to fir Arthur, were confirm'd by their pu- 
pil's behaviour whenever the times of breaking up 
gave him the liberty of going into the country : both 
uncle and father were ſurpriſed on finding the ſwift 

ogreſs he made in his learning ;—the one was 
charm'd with the ſucceſs of his endeavours, and 
the other quite tranſported that his fon was in a 
fair way of being poſſeſs d of ſo many accompliſh- 
ments without any coſt to himlelt. 


22 Having 
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Having 


perfeted himſelf in all he could be taught 


at Eton, he quitted the ſchool, by his uncle's per- 


miſhon, and return'd to the Weſt; where, after 
having ftaid ſome time to make an acquai 

with the gentry, and take ſuch diverſions as the 
country afforded, his uncle thought proper he ſhould 
finiſh his ſtudies at one of the Univerſities, and for 
ſome reaſons which he had within himſelf, made 
choice of that at Oxford. —Clyamon accordingly 
went thither at the age of eighteen, and had the 
good fortune to have for his Tutor a gentleman of 
deep learning, a keen diſcernment, and an unpre- 
judiced judgment, who inſpired him with ſuch prin- 
ciples of juſtice and true honour as I believe he 
will never depart from. 

The admonitions of this worthy Tutor, join'd 
to a natural love of virtue in himſelf, entirely pre- 
ſerved him from running into any of thoſe exceſſes 
which too many of his age are guilty of ;—though 
nothing could be more gay and ſpiritous, yet every 
thing he faid and did was govern'd by a certain de- 
corum, without ſeeming to be ſo. 

He could be chearful among the men of his ac- 
quaintance, without immorality or prophaneneſs; 
——ourtly among the ladies, without flattery or in- 
ſincerity — to his ſuperiors, and main - 


tain a proper diſtance to thoſe below him, without 


pride or il|-nature :—in fine, his character and man- 
ners were ſuch as made him highly eſteem'd by all 
the wiſe and good, and beloved even by thoſe who 
would not be at the pains to imitate him. 

After a ſtay of about three years at the Univer- 
fity he return'd to fir Arthur Frankwill's ; for that 
kind uncle and patron would needs have him con- 
tinue to look upon his houſe as his chief home, nor 
did Avario at all oppoſe this motion, tho' he was now 
extremely proud of his fon, went often to ſee him, 


and would always make him be preſent at every 
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public aſſembly or meeting ” which hows Gn 


a party. 


It is certain, indeed, that never any young gen- 
tleman was more happy or more contented in his 
mind than Clyamon at the time I am ſpeaking of; 
—he had but one wiſh beyond what he already 
poſſeſs d, and that remain'd no longer ungratified 
than while he forbore to mention it. 

He was as well acquainted, as books could make 
him, with moſt foreign parts; eſpecially with thoſe 
kingdoms and ſtates which compoſe this quarter of 
the globe; but when he confider'd that the beſt 
deſcription cannot but fall infinitely ſhort of the 
proſpect, he was very deſirous of being an eye- 
witneſs of thoſe things and places he had read of. 

Sir Arthur highly approv'd his nephew's inclina- 
tion to travel ;—it ſeem'd laudable to him, as he 
had n 
wanting to complete his other 
and one day, as they were talking on that fubjeR, 
My dear Clyamon, faid he, the defire you have 

© of — the world is truly praiſe-worthy, and E 
think you cannot better employ two or three of 
* thoſe years which I hope Heaven has allotted 
© for you, than in viſiting the ſeveral courts of 
© Europe ;—it will enlarge your ideas; and the 
© difference of their manners and policies will; L 
© doubt not, enable you to make ſuch obſervations 
© as may hereafter be of ſervice to your country. 

* I think, purſued he, that there is no neceſſity 
© for putting you under the care of any perſon by 
© way of governor, — you are now arriv'd at years, 
© and I flatter myfelf, at diſcretion enough to be 
© truſted by yourſelf; —as to the reſt, you may de- 

+ pend that I ſhall ſpare nothing to render the tour 

you make agreeable to you, and that whatever: 
« remittances you ſhall have occaſion for, from 

; 's time- 
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© time to time, ſhall be punctually ſent to you on 
© a letter of advice. 

This crown'd all the other favours Clyamon had 
receiv'd from his indulgent uncle; and, it is not to 
be doubted, drew from him the moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments :—it was neceflary, however, that 
Avario ſhould be conſulted ;—the matter accord - 
ingly was prepoſed to him, on which he teſtified 
that he was not void of natural affection, by the 
reluctance he expreſs'd for expoſing fo deſerving a 
fon to the dangers of travelling ; but the arguments 
urged by Sir Arthur, and the entreatics of Clya- 
man, at length prevailed on him to conſent. 


Clyamon ſoon made it appear that it was not to 


gratify a vain unprofitable curioſity, but the lauda- 
ble ambition of improving his mind, that had made 
him ſo defirous of going abroad the letters he 
wrote to his father and uncle, from France, Italy, 
Sweden, and ſeveral parts of Germany, would have 
been very well worth inlerting in this work ; but, 
to the misfortune of the public, I was not then in 
poſſeſſion of my wonderful "Tablets, and tho? I 
heard them read more than once, can remember 
little of the particulars they contain. 

This worthy young gentleman had glean'd from 

field he paſs d thro' whatever he found capa- 
ble of increaſing the treaſures of his mind; and, in 
ſomewhat more than two years return'd to Eng- 
land, full fraught, tho' not burthen'd with under- 
ſanding and an experience far above his years. 

I might here entertain my reader with the joy he 
was receiv'd with by his father and uncle, the com- 
pliments made to him by the gentry in that part of 
the country, and acclamations of the lower fort of 
people ;—but I have no time to waſte in ſuch mi- 
nute particulars, and muſt proceed to more mate- 
rial circumſtances. 
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he ſoon grew weary of its amuſements ;—he lov'd 
company, and had been accuſtom'd to a good deal, 
both at Oxford as well as while he was on his tra- 
vels, and on account of the great diſtance between 
the gentlemen's feats in that country, his uncle's 
love of retirement, and his father's parſimony, nei- 
ther of their houſes were much frequented :—in 
fine, he wanted to come to London, —he had ne- 
ver been three whole weeks together in it, and 
thought he ought to be better acquainted with what 
was done in the capital of the kingdom. | 
Sir Arthur was alſo willing he ſhould be known 
in a place where the accompliſhments he had given 
him might be render d more conſpicuous ; but as 
he had more than perform'd the part of an uncle, 
and fully diicharg'd him of the promiſe he had made 
to Avario concerning his education, he thought it 
was now high time for that gentleman to take | 
on him the father, and make a ſettlement for his 
ſon ſufficient to enable him to appear in the world 
according to the eſtate he was born to inherit. 
This propofition was not altogether fo pleaſing 
to Avario as it ought to have been; but as he could 
find nothing to alledge againſt the reaſonablene's of 
it, he only evaded complying with it at preſent, by 
ſome trifling excuſe or other, *till Clyamon, unable 
to conceal his diſcontent, fir Arthur preſs d more 
ſtrenuouſly in his favour than he had done before, 
and at length, tho* with much difficulty, drew from 
that niggard parent the ſcanty ſum of fifty guineas. 
This was a light loading for the purſe of a young 
gentleman bred in the manner Clyamon had been, 
and could not be expected to hold out long in fo 
expenſive a town as London ;—Avario, however, 
d it with a promiſe of letting him have 
more as ſoon as he receiv'd money from his ten- 
ants, who he pretended had been tardy in their pay- 
_ 7 3 ments 
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ments of late, and occaſionꝰd his being very much 
out of caſh. 

Clyamon could not keep himſelf from being ex- 
tremely ſhock'd at this treatment, from a father 
who had been at no expence for him ſince he was. 
ten years old :—fir Arthur was no leſs chagrin'd, 
h he concealed it from his nephew, and put- 
ting a bank bill of fifty pounds into his hand, ſaid to 
him, —* My dear Clyamon, I would not have you 
© be diſconcerted, - you know your father's tem- 
© per; but the more he hoards, the more will be 
© your own at his deceaſe ;—in the mean time, be 
© aſſured I will not forſake you,. — I will continual- 
© ly urge him on your behalf, and alſo privately 
y y you whenever he is deficient ;—live there- 
© fore like yourſelf, and be entirely eaſy.” 

Theſe comfortable words, from a mouth on 
which he knew he might depend, made Clyamon 
ſet out for London; but what hap- 
pen'd to bim after his arrival muſt be the ſubject of 


another chapter. 
CHAP. VIII. 
+ @ continuance of what the but began ;— 


whoever therefore is not pleaſed with the porch, 
bad beft not venture farther, left he ſhou!d meet 


with ſomething yet more diſagreeable within. 


H ©” Clyamon never had an opportunity of 

ing much acquaintance in this metropo- 

lis, and now arriv'd here ata ſeaſon in which great 
part of the nobility and gentry retire to their coun- 
try ſeats, yet was he ſoon known, and his conver- 
ſation courted by thoſe of the beſt rank who ftill 


remained in town. 
Operas, indeed, no Plays, no 


'There were no 
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A 1 pry" wy can never conti-- 
ed in a town like this,. and it is not to be- 
— if i ſometimes gorths — 
mon's diſcretion ; nor, if ſurrounded with temptati-- 
ons, that he could not always keep | 
ing way to paſſions which in 


It is not my buſineſs to detain the reader's atten- 
tion with an account of his gallantries with the fairs 
ſex, if any of the particulars had come to my know-- 
ledge, which I freely confeſs they did not. ſhall 
only fay that he had no amour which could call. 
his honour in queſtion, bring him into quarrels, or: 
be productive of any other unhappy conſequences. 

The only miſtake in conduct he had any great: 
reaſon to repent of, he was led into more by: 

the prevalence of example than his own inclination ;; 
he had never been in the leaſt tainted with that 
epidemic vice, the love of gaming; and. rather. 
wonder d at the pleaſure he ſaw it gave others than- 
defir'd to be partaker of it himſelf yet did. he: 
inadvertently ſuffer himſelf one evening to engage in 
a party at that dangerous amuſement, which he- 
knew had prov'd fo fatal to many of the moſt opu» 
lent fortunes, and utterly unſuitable to a perſon in 
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would fend it the next morning ;—on which they 
told him his honour was a ſufficient ſtake for ten 
times as much as he had loſt, and would fain have 
prevail'd with him to have play'd on; but he now 
faw the folly he had been guilty of, ſo, pretending 
he had buſineſs, took leave of the company, car- 
rying with him a humour very different from what 
he had brought, and from what he had ever been 
poſſeſs d of in his whole life before. 

Impoſſible is it to expreſs, as he afterwards told 
me, how much he was diſconcerted at this unlucky 
event;—he knew it was expected he ſhould, as he 
had promiſed, ſend the money the next morning, and 
by what means he ſaould acquit himſelf of that pru- 
miſe, and redeem his honour, puzzled him to a de- 
gree that made him almoſt diſtracted. 

He has often proteſted that he never cloſed his 
eyes in fleep during that whole night, but paſs'd his 
reſtleſs hours in contriving how to extricate himſelf 
from the labyrinth into which he had fo fooliſhly 
ſtray d ;—after much revolving in his mind, he at 
laſt bethought him of borrowing the ſum he want - 
ed of a young gentleman with whom he was ex- 
tremely intimate, and had a good fortune. 

Purſuant to this reſolution he roſe the next morn- 
ing more early than he was accuſtom'd, and went 
to his friend, who was not yet ſtirring; but on his 
ſaying he had buſineſs of conſequance to impart to 
him, was caſily admitted to his chamber :—he told 
him, in few words, what had happen'd, the vexati- 
ous ituation he was in, and the neceſſity he was 
under of borrowing a ſmall ſum, *till he could re- 
ceive a remittance from the country ;z—to which 
the other reply d: 

Upon my ſoul, dear Clyamon, I ſhould be 
6 glad to ſerve you on this occaſion ;—but, faith, 
6 it is not in my power at preſent ;—it is not a 
« week ago hace I loſt rr 
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© damn'd Whiſt ;—and this, with ſome other de- 
© mands lately made 'upon me, have quite drain'd 
© me of all my ready caſh;—but I will tell you 

ö © what I can do for you ;—I know a man who has 
hy * often ſupply'd me, and ſeveral gentlemen of my 

acquaintance, when they have had a bad run at 
2 has always money by him, and will 
lend you what ſum you- pleaſe on your advancing 
C * a premium ;—T will riſe this minute and go with 

* you to him.” 

Clyamon was highly pleaſed at this offer, and 
while the other was d reflected within him- 
ſelf how his affairs ſtood, and that the. little pre- 
ſents he had receiv'd from his father and uncle be- 
mg now almoſt exhauſted, he ſhould ſoon have calls 
for more money than his gaming debt, thought it 
beſt, ſince he muſt borrow, to borrow as much as 
would ſupply his expences *till his father ſhould be 
prevail'd upon to make him a ſettlement, which he 
flatter d himſelf would be in a ſhort time. 

He communicated his intentions to the gentle- 
man, who approv'd it, and —_ got himſelf rea- 
dy, they went together to old rub, for ſo the 
uſurer was call'd. 

The wretch was juſt coming out of his houſe 
when they came to it ;—on ſeeing them he turn'd 
back and conducted them into a little dirty pat lour 3 
but, as the difcourſe that paſs d between them was 
| fomewhat extraordinary, I thought it worth writing 

down, as Clyamon ſome time after repeated it to 
me word for word : 

| Grub. * So, my young ſquite, — tis a wonder to 

N © ſee you out of your bed before the fun has rum 
© three quarters of. his courſe at leaſt; —1 

you want a little of my aſſiſtance that brings you 

| © abroad thus early? 

Gentleman. No faith, Grub, not at preſent;— 

; 4 2 a friend here that docs.” 


ut when we advance money upon a pinch a 


of — * & - - 
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. Grab. © Your friend 1 — 9 will ſerve 


Gentleman. If you have any ſcruple, Grub, I 
will join in the note with all my foul.” 

Gab. © I believe there is no great occaſion, — 

* only in caſe of accidents a collateral ſecurity may 
2 
en © Well, well,—you ſhall have it.” 

Grub. I ſuppoſe, fir, you have acquainted the 
* gentleman with the common way of dealing in 
© theſe affairs?” 

Chamon. * Sir, I am willing to allow you any 
222K moncy that you can in reaſon 
© defire.” 

Grub. © Sir, lam never out of reaſon with any 
— to intereſt; it is out of the queſtion, — 
© I ſhall take no more than what the law allows; 


is 
© Pleaſe to name it,” 

| - Goal. Let me ſee;—you want two hundred 
immediately, you fay ;—it is but a trifling 
12e poor man like 
* me to loſe ;—we who. lead money this way run 
- @ great 
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great riſque ;—not that I doubt you, ner am 4 
* unwilling to advance the money; but I think you lf 
© can do no leſs than add an odd fifty in the note | 

| 


© you make.” | 
Chamon. © How, fir !—fifty pounds for the loam 
© of two hundred, beſides the intereſt.” | 
Grub. * Lookye, fir, I would not have you 
imagine I deal hardly with you; if you brought 
me a note on the beſt tradeſman in the city, pay- 
© able one month after date, I do afſure you that 
© I would not diſcount it a farthing leſs than twen- 19 
© ty per cent Conſider, fir, I may lie 2 great | 


| — © while out of my money ; diſappoĩntments ſome=-- 
, © times happen, and when they do I have not the 
heart to be ſevere in point of time; I ſcorn to 
* diſtreſs a gentleman when I find he has it not in 
© his power to pay, unleſs I hear he is going out 
of the kingdom, or to enter into the army, and: 
© then, indeed, it behoves me to take care of my- 
© ſelf ; for you know, far, the old proverb, Charity 
* begins at home.” a5 


— —— 
— F * 
* 
-4 


© if ſo, I can keep my money, and you may try 
to ſupply yourſelf at a cheaper rate elſewhere;— 
i 3 part, I am at no loſs how to diſpoſe of the 
© little 1 


B 
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Grub. Sir, I bear a conſcience, and am above 
impoſing on any one ; I am aſham'd to think 
what is practiſed at ſome great Coffee -houſes 
that ſhall be nameleſs, where if a gentleman is 
— bo bewow wo — 
for it the next morning, or it may be the ſame 
night ;—no,—no,—ſuch things are an abomina- 
tion to me ;—1 defire no more than a living pro- 
fit, and whoever does not approve of my condi- 
tions is at liberty to reject them ;—there is no 
harm done.” 

Chlamon. * Not in the leaſt, fir, and as this is 
© the firſt time I ever had occaſion to become a 
2 utterly ignorant of the me- 
© thods I ſhould take in ſuch a ſituation, I may de- 
© ſerve forgiveneſs.” 

Thus was poor Clyamon compelFd, by his im- 
patience to diſcharge his debt of honour, to ac- 
quieſce to the excule made for him by his friend, 
and comply with the extortioner's — 


Us 
UM 
O 


which Grub was eaſily brought into temper 


—a note was preſently drawn for the ſum of two 
hundred aud fifty pounds, and being fign'd by both 
the gentlemen, the whole ſum mention'd in it was 
deliver'd to Clyamon, who put two hundred pounds 
into his pocket, and return'd the other fifty to 
Grub ;—this fir, ſaid the wary curmudgeon, I re- 
ceive as a preſent from you, and thank you for ic. 

Clyamon alſo, in his turn, thank'd him for the 
8 he bad juſt conferr'd upon him, after which 
they departed, ſeemingly with the moſt perfect 
good-will towards eacl: other; but it is a truth al- 
moſt unqueſtionable, that the lender of this money 
had infinitely more lat sfaction in his mind than the 
borrower could puffibly have. 

Dearly, indeed, did he pay for the means of dif- 


charging an obligation which his inadvertency had 


brought him under; —it was, however, of this ſer- 
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vice to him, that it made him deteſt high gaming 
ever fince, and careful to avoid all company that 
might draw him into a ſecond misfortune of the 
ſame kind, — as I remember to have formerly read 
in a very old, and now almoſt exploded author. 


© Wiſe is the man, who by one error taught, 
© No more is in the ſame temptation caught.” 


There is a way of refraining from being guilty 
of indiſcreet actions, without affecting to be over 
wiſe ;-—Clyamon had this happy talent, —he knew 
very well, that for a perſon of his years to ſet up 
for a dictator, inſtead of reforming his companions 
would only incur their ridicule ; and therefore con- 
tented himſelf with not making a party in the mo- 
diſh vices and follies he was ſpectator of, without 
ſeeming to condemn or be diſpleaſed at them. 

Conſcious that on his firſt arrival in town he had 
not taken all the care he ſhould have done to regulate 
his way of living according to his preſent circum- 
ſtances, he began to retrench his expences as much 
as poſſible he could, without letting the world ſee 
he did fo, or finking too much beneath the cha- 
rater of a gentleman born to inherit the ample for- 
tune he was. . 

But in ſpite of this ſomewhat too late aſſumed 
cconomy, he ſoon found himſelf in a very great 
neceſſity for a freſh ſupply ;—he had been in = 
don from the latter end of the month of May to 
the beginning of October, and had receiveu no re- 
mittances from the country ſince he left it ;—all 
his uncle's remonſtrances had not yet prevail'd up- 
on his father to make the propoſed ſettlement on 
him; the Uſurer's loan was quite exhauſted, and 
he had beſides, other ſmall debts to his tradeſmen, 
ſome of whom had already ſent in their bills. 

To add to theſe vexations, Grub viſited him al- 


moſt every 2633 f 


* 
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i longer 
his that if he did not ſpeedily diſcharge 
the note he muſt take proper meaſures to force him 


ic. 

In this 2 he wrote a very prefling letter 
his father, intreating an order on his Banker in 
London, but 2 obdurate Avario only ſent him 
an anſwer to this effect: that it was inconvenient 
for him to break into the ſum in the hands of his 
Banker, —ſaid he muſt wait awhile, —that he ſhould 
be in town himſelf the enſuing November, on the 
I of the Parliament ; and that he would then 
do ſomething for him; —in the mean time bid him 
live ſparingly, and ſhun all places and — 
that might draw him into any unneceſſary 

Poor Clyamon had need enough for all that flock 
of ſpirits which nature had endued him with, to en- 
able him to bear up amidſt the perſecutions of his vo- 
racious creditors, and the unnatural behaviour of his 
father ;—he had now no other reſource remaining 
than an application to fir Arthur, but very loth he was 
to be troubleſome to that dear and beneficent uncle, 
to whom alone he was indebted for what he look'd 
upon as infinitely more valuable than his being. 
his education; and was with much debate within 
himſelf, whether it were not better to endure the 
inſults he was expoſed to, rather than run the riſque 
of diſpleaſing a patron he had ſo much cauſe to love 
and reverence.. 

But white he continued thus irrefolute in his 
mind, an accident happen'd which put a final end 
to all the contention in his thoughts on that ſcore, 
by preſenting him with a misfortune which was the 
more fevere, by its being ſudden and unappre- 


The fir Arthur 8 died, — fate 
ſnacch'd him from the world at , withour the 


8 
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leaſt previous warning, and allow'd no time for the 
making bequeſts, either to his belov'd Clyamon or 
any other perſon who elſe he might have thought 
worthy of a place in his remembrance ;—ſo that 
leaving no Will behind him, his whole eſtate, toge- 
ther with all the perſonal effects he was poſſoſs d 
of, devolved on a fon of his eldeſt fiſter, as being 
the firſt of blood and heir at law, — a gentleman 
who had always look'd upon Clyamon with too en- 
vious an eye to have any fincere friendſhip for him. 

The firſt account of this misfortune was tranſ- 
mitted to Clyamon in a letter from the abovemen- 
tion'd kinſman, and contain'd the following lines: 

To CLyYamon **#*#*## Eſq; 

Dear Covusin, 
* HIS comes to acquaint you with the loſa 
8 we both ſuſtain by the death of our 
dear uncle, who departed this life fix days ago; 
& —he was ſeiz'd with an ic fit, out of 
& which he never recover d, in ſpite of all the en- 
& deavours could be uſed: — I did not ſend to de- 
* fire your company at the funeral, as it would 
© have been a ſuperfluous compliment to him and a 
great fatigue and expence to yourſelf, in com- 
ing ſo long a journey; but as | am ſenſible of the 
«© afteftion he had always for you, I encloſe a Bank 
« Bill of twenty pounds for mourning. 

I intend to diſpoſe of my uncle's houſe as ſoon 
«© as I can hear of a purchaſer, and am now ſend- 
© ing away all the furniture, ſo can make no in- 
e yitation to you to come hither 3 but ſhall be 
„glad if you paſs a few days with me at 1—, 
4 on your return into the country. So the hurry 
I am in at preſent, permits me to add no more, 
than that I am, 

With fincerity, Dear Sir, 
© Your affectionate kinſman 
And bumble ſervant, 

„ G. HAWKSMORE. 
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It is certain at this time, and indeed almoſt at any 
other, there were few things could have happen'd 
more unfortunately for Clyamon than the death of 
his uncle, as he had not only loft in him an indul- 
gent parent, a tender friend, and a kind protector, 
who had promiſed never to forſake him, but alſo 
the only perſon in the world who had the moſt in- 
fluence over his father, and by whoſe interceſſion 
he hoped to have been ſoon reliev'd from the preca- 
rious fituation he was at preſent in. 

He had ſcarce time to recover himſelf from the 
firſt emotions of grief, on the abovemention'd me- 
lancholy account, when he receiv'd private intelli- 
gence that Grub intended to arreſt him, and had 
even employ'd a Sherift's officer for that purpoſe ;— 
he had no way to prevent this affront but by flyirg 
for refuge to the Verge of the Court, which he ac- 
cordingly did, and took a lodging in Scotland-yard; 
A rub fron heard of his retreat, — traced him to 
his aſſylum, and endeavour d, by all the means he 
could, to render it of no ſervice to him; but Cly- 
amon had laid his caſe before the Board of Green- 
cloath, and thoſe gentlemen had aſſur'd him of their 
protection, till the arrival of his father ſhould diſ- 

this troubleſome affair. 
The time was now near at hand in which Avario 
was expected, and he ftaid not many days beyond 
it ; but his preſence rather augmented than put an 
end to the diſtreſs of Clyamon. 

That unnatural parent, on finding the condition 
he was in, flew into the extremeſt rage, — re- 

d his extravagancies, as he call'd them, in 
the moſt bitter terms, — ſwore he would fee him 
fink under the calamity to which he had reduced 
himſelf, rather than give a fingle guinea to relieve 


him from it; and even curs'd the memory of the 


fir Arthur for having indulg d him, as he faid, 
in notions fo contrary to what he ought to have 
been 


tions, 
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been inſpir d with it was in vain that Clyamon 
endeavoured to alleviate his fury, — he would har- 
ken to no excuſes, —be ſoftened by no ſubmiſſions 
he could make. f 

One of the gentlemen of the honourable board, 
on Clyamon's requeſt, urged the defence of that 
young gentleman in the ſtrongeſt terms; but Ava- 
rio for many days continued deaf to all remonſtran- 
ces in his behalf, and gave no other anſwer, than 
that as his ſon had brought himſelf into this trouble 
by his folly, he muſt endcavour to get out of it by 
his wit. 

This cruel farcaſm, when repeated to Clyamon, 
made him almoſt forget the duty of a fon, and, 
as he confeſs'd to me, ready to burſt into exclama- 
tions, which he would afterwards have reproach'd 
himſelf for having been guilty of uttering, or even 
thinking of. 

Grub, and ſome other of his creditors, finding 
they could do no more to him in the place where he 
was, took their revenge in perſecuting him with 
unceaſing clamours, which threw him ſometimes 
into ſuch fits of melancholy, that if he had not been 
well furniſh'd with a great ſtock of morality and 
good ſenſe, would doubtleſs have puſh'd him on 
ſome deſperate method to end thoſe misfortunes 
which he ſaw no probability of being relieved from. 

Avario, in the mean time, notwithitanding his 
churliſh and ſordid diſpoſition, was far from being 
eaſy in his mind, — the firſt guſt of paſſion being 
blown over, the merits of Clyamon roſe in op- 
poſition to the fault he had been guilty of, and made 
it, by degrees, ſeem leſs ; — he could not forbear 
remembering that he was his fon, and ſuch a fon 
as every one who was a father, wiſhed his own might 
copy after. 

In fine, nature and reaſon join'd their forces, and 
pleaded ſtrongly in the behalf of Comer, 
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almoſt wrought him to forgiveneſs ; but as of- 
ten as he reflected how much it would coſt to 
pardon him, and that he could not receive him into 
favour without the payment of his debts, the thoughts 
of parting with his money gave a ſudden check ky 
his paternal inclinations. 

At length, however, ſome hints which Clyamon 
dropp'd in one of the many petitionary letters he 
ſent to him, making him apprchenſive that the mott 
dreadful conſequences might attend the deſpair of his 
offending ſon, he became determin'd to do ſome- 
thing for him. : 

He ſent a perſon to him with ten guineas for his 
preſent ſuppert, and an offer of making up his af- 
fairs, in caſe he could prevail on his creditors to 
compound for the one half of what was owing to- 
them; — Clyamon accepted his father's preſent, 
trifling as it was, with ſubmiſſion; but could not 
forbear tefiityivg the utmoſt diſdain at propoſing of a 
ion; for beſides being certain it never would 
be comply'd with, the thing in itſelf appear d to 
him fo abject, thit he chouſe to ſuffer any thing ra- 
ther than demean himſelf to mention it. 

This refuſal put Avario into a ſecond flame; but 
he ſoon cooul'd again, and after ſome little conflict 
with himſelf, the neceſſity there was of reſtoring 
the liberty of an only fon, got the better of his love 
of 


Loth, however, to part with his darling pence as 
long as there was a poſſibility of keeping them, he 
found out an expedient to protract the doing a thing 
ſo irkſome to him, —he communicated his intentions 
to Clyamon in a letter, which that young gentleman 
ſhewing to me afterwards, I found contain'd words 
to this effect: * 
a. 
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To CLyamon. 


r Sox, 


24 I have been juſtly irritated againſt you, 
firſt by your extravagances, and fince by 
« your late obſtinacy, yet I cannot forget I am 
os father, nor ſuffer you to fink beneath thoſe 
** misfortunes your folly and diſobedience have 
a you into 3—1 have reſolved to pay all 
© your debts before I leave London ; but as it is 
«© not convenient for me to do it ſooner, would 
*© not have you venture out of the Verge, for fear 
* of bringing yourſelf into diſgrace, and an addi- 
* tional expence on me for your releaſe ;—in the 
<< mean time am content to allow you two guineas 
and a half per week, for the ſubſiſtence of yourſelf 
and ſervant. 
It is expected that we ſhall be diſſolved about 
* the middle of February, when Writs will be 
< iſſued out for a new Election; and I ſhall then 
«* ſet you clear in the world and take you home 
« with me; for I do not think it at all adviſeable 
that you ſhould live in this luxurious Town, *till 
* you are better acquainted with the true value of 
© money than you feem to be at preſent ; — I hope, 
< notwithſtanding, that your future behaviour will 
* — 22 of the nul, and I ſhall have 
< no occaſion to repent the proof I now give you 
< of being 
«© Your affectionate father, 
* AVARIO. 


which Clyamon would have felt, on find- 
| fatisfaCtion would be given to the de- 


muſt live with the 
be very difagreeable to his 
humour, 
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humour, and widely different from what he had 
been accuſtom'd to with his uncle. 

It alſo ſeem'd a little hard to him, that by delay- 
ing the diſcharge of his dehts till his departure, he 
ſhouli be ſecluded from all enjoyment of the 
pleaſures and amuſements of the town, even while 
he continued in it but he ſaw into the policy of 
his father in doing this, and as there was no remedy, 
endeavour'd to be as contented as poſſible. 

In the anſwer he gave to his father's letter he 
expreſs'd himſelf in terms which were highly pleaſ- 
ing to him, and brought on a perfect reconcilia- 
tion, as will preſently appear, on occaſion of an ac- 
cident which happen'd ſoon after. ; 


CHAP. IX. 

Concludes a narrative which has ſomewhat in it that 
will, in a manner, compel thoſe who ſhall be moſt 
offended, to counterfeit an afpprobation, for the 
ſake of ther own intereſt and reputation, 


HO” the greateſt intimacy with Clyamon, 
and a long acquaintance with Avario, made 
me no ſtranger even to the minute particulars of the 
tranſaction I am relating, I mean, as far as I 
could be inform'd by the perfect confidence with 
which I was honuur'd by both theſe gentlemen; 
yet as nu ſure dependence can be placed either on 
what people ſay of themfclves, or the report given 
of them by others, I ſhuuld never have ventur'd to 
ſpeak ſo poſitively in many things as I have done, 
if the giſt of Inviſibility had not afforded me an op- 
portunity of accompanying them when they thought 
themſcives entirely alone, and of beholding them in 
thoſe unguarded attitudes which ate the beſt, and, 
indeed the only certain diſcoverers of the inward 
workings of the human mind. 
It was my dear Belt could have alone convinced 
me that, contrary to the general opinion of the 
world, 
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world, it was not ill nature in Avario, or ignorance 
of what he ought to do, which had hinder'd him 
from being an affectionate huſband, a tender father, 
a faithful triend, and an indulgent maſter; but mere- 


Iyx his inordinate love of money, and an unaccount- 


able apprehenſion of being reduced to the want of 
it, that made him center his whole cares on his bags, 
regardleſs of all the ties of blood and nature ; and, 
in fine, render'd him almoſt incapable of pradiling 
any focial virtue. 

It was by this beneficial preſent that I became 
aſſur'd Clyamon was much more worthy than he 
took any pains to appear ;—that in all ſerious mat- 
ters he was ſteady and unſhaken, and in his pleaſures 
decent and well 3 z and that, young as he 
was, he had ſet up a tribunal in his own heart, 
where Reaſon preſiding as ſole judge carefully exa- 
min'd all his actions, and whenever any unruly paſ- 
hon had gbt the ſtart, ſtopp' d it in its full career, 
and brought it back to obedience. 

Many intereſting circumſtances, relating to this 
affair, between 2 are loſt to the public 
* Bonn epriv d tor ſome time of my 
2 which had been ſtolen from me, 
with are wr — leſs, tho* moreſeem- 
ing value, by an unfaithful ſervant ; but the villain, 
finding, I ſuppoſe, that he could make nothing of 
the Tablets, and looking upon them only as a cu- 
riofity which would pleaſe no body ſo much as my- 
ſelf, ſeal'd them up and cauſed them to be left for 
me at a coffee-houſe ;—my joy at getting them a- 
gain made me forgive the reſt of the robbery, and 
ſeek no farther after the Thief. | 

| I recover'd my purloin'd treaſure juſt about the 

time that Clyamon was in the abovemention'd fitu- 
ation; ſo that what remains to be recited of this 
narrative will be chiefly taken from the mouths of 
the perſons concern'd in it. 


I was 
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I was one ing in Clyamon's apartment, un- 
der cover of my Belt, when a young gentle- 
man of the name of Careleſs came to viſit him ;— 
after exchanging the bon jour, and fome other cuſ- 
tomary falutations, Careleſs began the converſation 
between them in theſe terms : ü 

2 Where do you think I was yeſter- 
US y * 

Chamon. I am no conjurer.” 

Careleſs. * Gueſs.” 

Chamon. It would be an needleſs trouble 
© prithee ſpare it me.” 

Carel. Why, faith, in the gallery of the 
© Houſe of Commons.” 

Chamon. The Houſe of Commons !—it muſt 
© be a buſineſs of vaſt importance fure, that could 
© carry a fellow of thy gay ſprightly temper into 
< that grave venerable place.” 

Careleſs. * No, — thank Heaven, buſineſs and I 
© are perfect ſtrangers to each other; but I had an 
© hour or two upon my hands, and went thither 
© merely to kill time; — but was never more di- 
© verted in my whole life, than to ſee how ſome 
© young members, who had got their heads toge- 
© ther and were giggling over a copy of verſes in- 
ſcrib'd to Fanny Murray, were put to filence in 
© an inftant, and look'd as filly as a fchool-boy un- 
der the laſh of correction, on the Speaker's crying 
© out with an audible and auſtere voice. To order, 
© gentlemen,—for ſhame to order. | 

Clamon. * Methinks, indeed, they might have 

found a more proper place and time for laughter. 
Was my father in the houſe, pray ?” | 

Careleſs. * O yes, and I aſſure you the old gen- 
© tleman made as wiſe a figure as any there ;—he 
* ſaid nothing, indeed, but fat as ferious as a judge 
© upon a criminal cauſe, leaning both his hands upon 
his gold-headed cane, and his chin upon his hands, 
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© liſtning with great attention to a very long, and [ 
© ſuppole, learned harangue of a leading member.” 
Clyamon. * What was the matter in debate? 
Careleſs. * Why, on Ways and Means, how to 
© undo handſomely what they were doing laſt ſeſ- 
© flons ; the Jew bill.” 
Chamon. Is it like to be repeal'd? 
Careleſ5. * Nay, I did not ſtay to hear the end 
of it; but was told, after I was come out, that 
the clamours of the people would prevail :—there 
is doubtleſs a great ferment among the buſy part 
of the town,. the Court of Requeſts and 
were as full as they could hold of petitioning 
Chriſtians and remonſtrating Jews, the latter of 
whom, I think, ſeem to be a little creſt-fallen, 
and good reaſon they have to be fo ; for what- 
ever ſavour they may find within, they are ſure 
to be inſulted without doors; I was half deafen'd 
as I went down ſtairs with the noiſe made by the 
rabble inceſſantly bawling out, —No Circumciſion, 
—no Jews, —no Naturalization of Foreigners.” 
Chamon. * Then I believe there is no great room 
to doubt of its being repeal'd ; for, according to 
all the accounts I ever read or heard of, whenever 
the bulk of the people- were unanimous in any 
thing, they were always ſure to get the better of 
the miniſter,” 
Carel-ſ5. It may be ſo,—and the thoughts of a 
new election coming on may alſo poſſibly con- 
tribute a good deal to the complaiſance of the 
Parliament ;—but theſe things are of no ſort of 
concern to you and I.—How do you deſign to 
diſpoſe of yourſelf to day f? 
Clyamon. * | have not yet confider'd.” 
Careleſs. * Tu a g'orious morning; are you for 
© the Park ?—I come on purpoſe to aſk you.” 
Chaman. * With all my heart.” 
Careleſs. * Come along then, I dare ſwear the 
Vor. I. „Mall 


eee © 
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© Mall is half full by this time, —let us go and laugh 
© at the great vulgar and the ſmall, as Congreve 
© ſays. 

Taft as they were going out of the room a letter 
was preſented to Clyamon from his father, which 
he turning back to read I ſtepp'd behind him, and 
found it contain'd theſe lines: 


To CLYAMON. 


© Dear Cry, 

&© F Have ſomething to impart to you, which is 
«© & of the utmoſt cor.ſequence to my peace of 
% mind and your future happineſs, —be careful, 
6 therefore, not to be out of the way to-morrow 
© morning, when I ſhall call upon you as I go to 
<< the Houſe; for what I have to propoſe cannot 
cc be ſettled too ſoon ; be aſſured I am impatient 
© to ſee you make as good a figure in the world 
„ as I think you deſerve, and that no more is re- 
© quir'd of you than a juſt ſenſe of your duty to 
4 me, and a regard for what is your own intereſt, 
© to preſerve me always 

„ Your very indulgent 

And loving father, 

| % AvVAR1o.” 

Clyamon was ſo tranſported with the kindneſs of 
this epiſtle, that he could not forbear ſhewing it to 
Careleſs, who, knowing the temper of Avario, had 
no ſooner look'd over than he faid : 

Careleſs. * I will lay my life upon it, that the 
old gentleman has found out ſome rich widow or 
© heireſs for you, with whoſe fortune you may make 
© a figure in the world, and fave his own till he can 
© keep it no longer.” 

Clyamon. I hope not fo, for as yet I have no 
© inclination to marry ; and whenever I do ſhall 
© like to have a wife of my own chuſing. 

Careleſs. * You muſt be cautious, nevertheleſs, 
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© not to venture a ſecond brulee with him ; for he 
© ſeems to have ſet his heart very much upon this 
© buſineſs, whatever it is hat he has now got into 
© his head.” 

Chamon. Deuce take you for putting it into 
© mine;—but I will think no more on it :—if the 
© thing ſhould be as you imagine, I ſhall have time 
6 2 to be uneaſy after knowing it —but 
© come,—'tis almoſt two o'clock, —let us away.” 

With theſe words they went on "their promenade, 
and I retumn'd home; where reflecting, as I always 
did after theſe excurſions, on what I had ſeen and 
heard, I could not help being of the fame opinion 
with mr. Careleſs, as touching the intentions of 
Avario, and fear'd "that poor Clyamon, with all his 
merit, would be oblig'd to 2 a prey to ſome 
old well jointur'd Jezabel, or rich Dowdy, who 
ow'd her virginity to her uglineſs. 

By what I have often — confeſs d, concern 

ing the inquiſitiveneſs of my — che reader 
will eafily ſuppoſe I felt no ſmall impatience for the 
event of Avario's viſit to his ſon; and, indeed, I 
believe that young gentleman himſelf could ſcarce 
be more anxious. 

That I might loſe nothing of what ſhould paſs 
between them, I took care to poſt myſelf very ear- 

in Clyamon's apartment, and it was well I did 
g both for the ſatisfaction of my ow: curiofity 
and the emolument of the public; — for Avario 
came in preſently after me. 

As they had not ſeen each other for ſome time, 
Cl yamon threw himſelf on his knees, and in that 
* thank d his father for the pardon he had 
vouchſafed to his offence, as well as for his kind 
promiſe he had given for the diſcharge of his debts; 
Avario ſeem'd very much pleaſed with this ſub- 
miſſion, raiſed and . him with great affec- 
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tion, and after they were ſeated reply d to what he 
bad faid in theſe terms: 

Avario. It is a great deal of money, indeed, 
© the folly you have been guilty of will coſt me; 
© but it is the firſt, and I flatter myſelf will be the 
© laſt I ſhall have to complain of, —ſo we will fa 
© no more of what is paſt; — I came now to 
with you on a ſubject more agreeable to us both.” 

Chamon. I have the greateſt reaſon in the 
© world, fir, to hope every thing from your good- 
© neſs.” 

Avario. © Ay, Clyamon,—you are my only ſon, 
© —you may be ſure I have nothing ſo much at 
© heart as your welfare, and I think I have now 
© hit upon ſomething that will make you as happy 


© as you can with to be. 
. Clyamon returning no other . anſwer to theſe 
werds than a low bow, the old gentleman conti- 
nued his diſcourſe. 

Avario. * Your late uncle, fir Arthur was al- 
© ways teazing me on the ſcore of a conſtant al- 
© lowance for you out of my eſtate, to the end you 
© might be in a manner independent, and I have at 
© length reſolv'd to do it. 

Chamon. * Whatever you are pleaſed to grant, 
© fir, I ſhall take care to employ ſo as to give you 
© no cauſe to repent your bounty.” 

Avario. * But that is not all, Clyamen ;—what 
© I ſhall do for you will put you in a way of mak- 
© ing yourſelf a much greater man than you would 
ere enjoy on my deceaſe. 

Chamon. I am not ambitious, fir, but ſhall 
© readily embrace any laudable means of raiſing my 
fortune. 

Avario. * Why that's well faid, and what I have 
© to propoſe is not only laudable but honourable 
* to0:;—it is this—you ſhall be a Member of the 
© Houſe of Commons. 
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Clyamm. Sir, I ſhould be proud to ſerve my 
© Country in any capacity ; but in this fear my youth 
© and inexperience will be very juſt objections.” 

Avario, © Tut,—tut,—there are much younger 
© than you in the Houſe, and tho? I fay it, of much 
* leſs underſtanding too.— As to the forms that are 
© to be obſerv'd there, I can inſtruct you in them; 
© ---and as to the reſt, you will eaſily come into it 
© of yourſelf; --- thereforeno more of ſuch idle 
© ſcruples : an over modeſty and diffidence of 
© yourſelf is the worſt quality a man that aims to 
© riſe in the world can be poſſeſs'd of.---I have 
© conſider'd on this matter in all its circumſtances, 
© before I mention'd it to you; and in order to 


© be received in your name z---as to the caſh, I 
think it much ſafer in my own hands than yours; 


and 


c 
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and to diſcharge thoſe debts your extravagances 
had contracted.” * a 
Clyamon. * Sir, I ſhall always retain a grateful 
and dutious ſenſe of all you have done for me ;— 
© but, pray ſir, fince it is your pleaſure that I ſhould 
© be a Candidate at the enſuing Election, what 
© Place have you in your eye for me: I ſuppoſe 
for ſome Borough.” 
Avario. No, no, for our own County.” 
Clyamon. Then, fir, do you decline ſtanding 
* yourſelf ?? . | 
Avario. Tes, Clyamon, —I grow old, and 
am weary of the fatigue of coming up to Lon- 
don once every year ;—I find it very expenſive, 
© as well as troubleſome , for tho? I board while I 
© am here ata pretty cheap rate, with one that was 
© formerly my ſervant, yet I know not how it is, 
© money runs ſtrangely away in this town ;— be- 
© fides, I do not think I have been well uſed, —} 
have had the honour of repreſenting the County 
of, in three ſucceſſive Parliaments, and have 
got nothing by it, but the honour ;,—and tho” I 
© have | voted on the fide of the court, 
and whenever any Debate of conſequence was to 
© come the carpet, have always previouſly 
f attended the Levee of the Miniſter, to know bis 
« will and pleafufe; all the recompence I have had; 
© has been ſometimes a ſhake of the hand, a gra- 
* cious nod, a ſmile, and, how does my good friend 
Avario,” 2 : N 
Lou amaze me, fir,---I never ima 
had any other intereſt in his 
than the pleaſure of having an oppor - 
ferve bis Cauntry,* | 


The Invifible Sev. 367 


drink himſelf half dead into the bargain at his 
Election, if it were not for the fake of ſerving 
© kimfelf, inſtead of the rabble who make choice 
* of him for their Repreſentative ; --- no, no, 
© boy, if we had not honour, favour, and prefer. 
© meat in view, our Electots would be obliged to 
* court us to accept their Votes, not we to ſollicit 
© them.” 
Clyamon. * But, fir, ſuppoſing this to be the 
© caſe, how do you chink it poſſible I ſhould ac- 
* quire any of thoſe advantages which you ſay you 
© have fail'd in the purſuit of yourſelf :? | 
Avarin. * I'll tell you, Clyamon,---I could 
only give my bare Vote for or againſt any Queſ- 
tion ;---I never had the gift either of {peaking or 
writing ;---now I am pretty ſure you can do both; 
and a pathetic ſpeech, or a ſtrong pamphlet are 
prevailing arguments with the Miniilry ; a mag 
that can do theſe may have any thing,---may 
make his own price ;---ſo, Cly, it will be your 
own fault if in a Seſſions or two you are not 
ab ve receiving any aſſiſtance from me. < 
amon. Sir I ſhall be always ready to ex- 
ert the liitle talents I am maſter of to promote 
* whatever I think is for the good of the Common. 
wealth.“ ) 
Avario, * Tut,---what have you to do with 
© the Commonwealth ?---you are not to ſet up for 
a judge of what is for its good or what is not ſo; 
your buſineſs is to pleaſe the Miniſter, and to 
© think every thing right he takes upon him to 
6 maintain,” | 
Clyamon. *© But, Sir, how is this conſiſtent with 
© my conſcience or my honour ?* x 
Avario. * — idle. do not like theſe 
© notions, Clyamon,—they may tempt you to an 
© oppoſition ;—1I ſhall be afraid you are a Jacobite.” 
; coy Why, fir, are all men of honour 
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© honour you talk of, is either Jacobitiſm or ſome - 
thing as bad ;—enthuſiaſm and bigotry.— s not 
© the Court the fource of true honour ?—Do not 
all honours, dignities and promotions flow from 
© thence ?—Therefore I ſay, whoever is againſt 
the Court will never riſe to honour, or any thing 
© elſe that is valuable, 


Clyamon. *© A certain right honourable and 


© learned author of the laſt age has very different 
© ſentiments upon this head, —if you will give me 
© leave, fir, I will read to you ſome part of what 
© he wrote on the ſutyeft of Honour. 

In ſpeaking theſe words he took up a book and 
read this paſſage out of the late Lord Hallifax's 
works. 


Not all the threats or favours of a Crown, 

© A Prince's whiſper, or a Tyrant's frown, 

© Can awe the ſpirits, or allure the mind 

© Of him, who to ſtrict Honour is inclin'd. 

© Tho? all the pomp and pleaſure that does wait, 

© On public Places, and affairs of State, 

© Should fondly court him to be baſe and great, 

With even paſſions, and with ſeitled face, 

He would remove the harlot's falſe embrace, 

© 'Tho? all the ſtorms and tempeſts ſhould ariſe, 

That Court Magicians in their cells deviſe, 

And from their ſettled bafis nations tear, 

He wou'd unmov'd, the mighty ruin bear; 

© Secure in innocence, condemn them all, 

6 And decently array'd in Honour fall: 

«© Honour, that ſpark of the celeſtial fire, 

© 'That above nature makes mankind afpire ; 

* Ennobles the rude of our frame, 

Wich thrift of glory, and deſire of fame, 

© 'The richeſt treaſure of a gen'rous breaſt, 

6 —— dacteamanetacs ; * 
$ it, 


Aoaris. No; but this romantic unprofitable, 
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© Wit, ſtrength, and courage are wild dang'rous 
* force, - 
© Unleſs this ſoften and direct heir courſe. -Y 


© Of Honour, men at firſt, like women nice, 

© Raiſe maiden ſcruples, at unpractis'd vice; 

© But once this fence throwa down, when they 
© perceive, | 

That they may taſte forbidden fruit and live, 

© They ſtop not here their courſe, but ſafely in, 

© Grow ſtrong, luxuriant, and bold in fin : 

* True to no principle, preſs forward (till, 

© And only bound by appetite their will; 

Nou fawn and flatter, while this tide prevails, 

But ſhift, with ev'ry veering blaſt their ſails, 

On higher ſprings true men of Honour move, 

© Free is their ſervice, and unbought their love. 

He was going on, but was ſtopp'd by Avario, 
who pulPd him by the fleeve and cry'd out: 

Avario. * Hold, hold, Clyamon,—enough,— 
call this is mighty pretty, and ſounds well; but 
© you are to con that it is a great while ago 
© ſince the noble Lord wrote this Poem; and 
© what was look*d upon as Honour in his days, =P 
probably wear another aſpect now —and *tis wit- 
« dom to conform to the times.“ 

Clyamon. * Reaſon, fir, will ſtill be reaſon, in 
© all times and ages.” 

Avario, I do not know that; for they ſay 
© every age improves in underſtanding :—but be 
© that as it may, I can anſwer your quotation with 
© one from another author of great reputation for 
© his wit and learning ;—it is this: 

—* Money is the only Power, 

© That all mankind falls down before: 

© *Tis Virtue, Honour, Wit, and all 

© That men divine and facred call ; 

© For what's the worth of any thing, 
© But fo much money as *twill bring. 

* So you ſee, Clyamon, that learned men, tho? 
| cotem- 
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1 cotemporaries, are ſometimes widely different 
from each other in their opinions in this point.” 
Clyamon, *©* The lines you have repeated do not 
© prove it, fir ;—I beg you will be pleaſed to re- 
© flect, that the ingenious author of Hudibras dues 
© not utter theſe — as his own, but puts 
© them in the mouth of his mock hero, a wretch 
© that was in open Rebellion againſt his lawful 
© King, and are intended as a ſatire, not an argue 
© ment.” 
Avario. © Odſheart, boy, thou art in the right, 
I never thought of that; —but tis no matter 
* what any of them ſay; — tis plain that what is 
© now meant by .Hogour implics a title, a riband, 
© a penſion, a place, ar any thing that denotes the 
© favour of the Court to the perſon who poſſeſſes 
© it —therefore, I ſay again,—get rid of theſe pre- 
© judices,——ſail with the Tide,—kcep cloſe with 
© the Miniſter, and endeavour to make yourſelf of 
1 0 to him. — adhe's 
| Clyamon. Sir, you may e 1 
1 * © that 1 ſhall always do my beſt in the ſupport of 
$4 © every meaſure which tends to the real honour of 
li þ © his Majeity, and the good of my Country ;— 
fi © and never oppoſe any which do not oppoſe the 
'H * Conſtitution.” , 
* Avario. But you muſt not examine too ſeru- 
1% © pulouſly into theſe things ;—you are to ſuppoſe 
=J © that thoſe who are entruſted with the manage- 
* Y © ment of Public Affairs are better acquainted with 
1 © the Conſtitution than you can pretend to be ; 
= * and muſt therefore take it for granted, that what- 
Y © ever they ſay or do is right. - *= 
Clyamos.  * But, fir, does not this implicit faith 
© inthe j of others, and giving up my own 
© entirely, ſavour ſomewhat of a flaviſh _— | 
Avario. *.'No, it is only good policy, 
© look” as ſuch by all who know the world; 
4 ied, If after your Voting, Speaking, and 
* Wruing, 
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* - ax) 
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+ Writing, they they ſhould take no notice of you, it 

would behove you to pluck up a ſpirit, and extort 
© thatreſpeCt to your reſentment, which they were 
© not grateful enough to pay to your complailance Z 
El ſhall then give you leave to oppoſe them in 
* every thing, whether it be wrong or * it 
© be right.” 

5 © But would not this changing ſides, 
* fir, make me become contemptible to both Par- 
4 ties 2” 
Avario. Not at all; it is a thing too common» 
* practiſed to be wonder d at, and has often had 

* a very good effect when nothing elſe would do: 
* —Publico, for example it was a good While, 
© indeed, before they bid up to his price ; but he 
: found it neceſſary at laſt, and he now enjoys the 
© fruits of his labour.“ 


 Clyamon. * Yes, fir, and I have heard of 


© many others who have been bought off the fame 
© way; e ad- 
© miniſtrations, I hope the pre 923 
* nothing that ought to be oppoſed.” 
Avario. * No, no,—you are nat to {: 90 
© they will ; unleſs, as I juſt now obſery'd, they 


force you to it by neglecting to recompence your 


© ſervices.” 
aman. According to this, fir, it will be 
© very difficult, if not altogether impoſſible, for 
e yy People to diſtinguiſh berween thoſe who 
© would defend, and thoſe who would betray and 
© facrifice the Liberties of their Conſtituents.” - 
Avario. If the People are betray'd and ſa- 
© crificed, as you call it, they can blame nobody 
© but heres. — Why do they take money for 
© their Votes? Why do they, like Eſau, fell their 
* birth-rights for a meſs of pottage ?—When a 
gentleman buys or a Cor- 


8 a County, a Borough, 
* poration, he has, doubtleſs, a right to make the 
* moſt of it he can.” 


© what money you ſhall have occaſion for.” 
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Clyamon, This, fir, is puniſhing Corruption 
© with Corruption. 

Auario. Ay, —is it not juſt it ſhou'd be fo,— 
© as I remember to have read ſome where or 
other? 


© done ;—you will have no farther occaſion for my 
inſtructions or aſſiſtance either ut I ſhall fay 
no more at preſent on that head, —you mult think 
© of preparing yourſelf to ſet out on your journey 
© to , in a day or two.” 
Clyamon. * What, fir, before you go?“ 
Avario. * Yes, yes, —we ſhall not be diſſolved 


© fo ſoon as we expected, do not believe I ſhall 
© be able to get down theſe fix weeks or two 
© months ;——there have been ſome odd turns of 
© late ;—but no matter, they are ſecrets,-and 
© muſt be kept ſo ;—but it is highly neceſſary you 
© ſhould begin to make your intereſt ;—you are 
© already known tothe greateſt part of 822 
and I am pretty ſure that they will all be for you 
to a man; — but you muſt cultivate an acquain- 
© tance with the Freeholders, ride about among 
them, —invite ſome of the moſt leading men 
© home,—treat them handſomly, — and make little 
© preſents to their wives and dau of ſnuff- 
© boxes, rings, necklaces, and fuch toys, to pleaſe 
© their fancies 31 will get a friend of mine to 
© purchaſe a cargoe of them for you to take down, 
© and will write to my ſteward to furniſh you with 
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| Clyamon. * Do they know, fir, that you in- 
tend to decline ſtanding any more? 

Avario. Not yet; but I ſhall write to-night 
*to inform them of it, and to urge all my friends 
© in your behalf :—1 hear your couſin Hawkſmore 
© has taken it into his head to offer himſelf as a 
Candidate, and tho“ he is not beloved, on ac- 
count of the buſtle he made about the Turnpikes, 
© yet the large eſtate he is now in poſſeſſion of, 
© by the death of fir Arthur, may give him an in- 
© fluence over ſome people, —ſo there is no time 
© to be loſt ; — I would have you leave London 
© on Monday next ;—1T have given orders that all 
* your ci editors ſhall be paid their full demands 
* this day, and I think you can have no other bu- 
© linefs of conſequence to detain you here. 

Clyamon. None at all, fir.* * 

Avario. Well then, what friends you have 
© to take leave of you may fee this afternoon, and 
© come to dine with me to-morrow ; it is Sunday, 
" © and you know is a leiſure day, and I ſhall be at 

© home,—tho? I am a boarder, I believe you will 
© be welcome,—or it may be I ſhall add adiſh to 
© the table ;—therefore do not fail to come. 

Clyamon. * You may depend, fir, that this 
© command is too agreeable to me not to be pun- 
6 Qtually obey'd.” 

The old gentleman then faid no more, but after 
giving his ſon a gracious nod went out of the room, 
with a countenance which denoted the moſt perfect 
fatisfaftion of mind; - Clyamon waited on him 
down ſtairs, and I intended to follow as ſoon as 
his return ſhould give me an oppertunity of goi 
down ; but was retarded by mr. Careleſs, who 
came in immediately after Avario was out of the 

This gentleman, who it ſeems has a fincere 
friendſhip for Clyamon, had been extremely im- 
patient, · and, indeed, more anxious than _ 

ve 
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have been expected, from a perſon of his gay 
thoughtleſs diſpoſition, to know the event of the 
leiter he had received from his father, had been 
come to the houſe ſome time, and waited in tie 
parlour till the departure of Avario made it proper 
for him to appear. | 
Almoſt the tirft Salutation he gave to Clyamon 
contained an entreaty for the fatisfaCtion of his cu- 
riofiry in this point, which the other very readily 
comply'd with, in g-neral terms; but had too 
much diſcretion to expole his father*s mercenary 
views ; or by relating the delign he had of making 
him a Member of Parliament, reveal the motives 
he had for doing fo, or the inſtructions he had 
pm him for his behaviour after he ſhould be e- 
le cte | | 
Mr. Careleſs, after having congratulated his 
friend on his being xe · eſtabliſhed in the good graces 
of his father, and the honour that was about to re- 
cede to im, faid a great many pleaſant and fpiri- 
tuous things to him, on the occaſion of his being 
likely to become a Member of that auguſt and re - 
ſpeCable Aſſembly. 

But the particulars of this diſcourſe, entertaining 
as it was, 1 am entirely unable to repeat, my 
Tablets being 2lready crowded with the preceding 
dialogue, and all I can remember is, that the two 
gentiemen, after chatting away an hour, agreed 
to dine togetier that day, and to that end adjourn'd 
to a tavern in the neighbourhood, leaving me at 
liberty to retice to my own apartment. 

I wasextremely pleaied with finding, by what I 
had ſeen that day of Clyamor, that J had nat been 
deceivedin the high-railed expectations I had en- 
tertained of his good ſenſe and probity z and alſo 
with perceiving that Avario, in fpite of his ſordid 
and avaritious diſpoſition, could not help allowing 
the merits ot a fon, whoſe ſentiments and prin- 
ciples were in almoſt every thing to duectly oppo- 
fite to bis own. The 


have, 
ſever it 
conſid 
humo! 
that tl 
ſelf, 7 
But 
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"The evening of the next day this worthy 
gentleman call'd upon me, as ke return'd from 
having paſs'd the former part of it with his father; 
—he was much leſs reſerv'd with me than he had 
been with mr. Careleſs, which convinced me he 
knew how to refrain unboſoming himſelf to thoſe 
whoſe ſolidity he had cauſe to doubt, and took a 
pleaſure in being intirely open to thoſe on whom he 
could depend, that his confidence would not be a- 
buſcd, either by wantonneſs or neglect. 

I am pretty ſenſible, that on my ſaying this, not 
a few of my readers will ſet me down in thei 
minds as a vain pre ſuming fellow, and be apt to cry 
out againſt me as if guilty of the very ſame folly I 
have, in ſeveral pages of this work, with ſome 
ſeverity, laſh'd in others; but I would have them 
conlider, the only merit I pretend to is a ſerious 
humour, which I think is no great boaſt; and alſo 
that there is a juſtice due from every one to him- 
ſelf, as well as to thoſe he ſpeaks of. 

But to rciurn to a ſubjeft more intereſting than 
any thing relating to the praiſe or vindication of 
myſelf ;—when Clyamon repeated to me the rules 
preſcribed to him by his father for the regulation 
of his conduct in Parliament, he expreſſed the 
little obligation ke thought himſelf under to him on 
that ſcore in terms the moſt ſtrong and pathetic ;z= 
theſe are ſome of his words: 

The love of my country, faid he, I look up- 
on as the fi ſt and greateſt moral duty of man- 
© kind 3—and I think I may venture to aſſure my - 
© felf, that I never ſhall be tempted to renounce it 
© on the proſpect of any advantage offer'd, in what 
© ſhape ſoever. 

I then told kim, that I believed the bulk of the 
People owed the grievances they complained of 
greatly to the luxury of their Repreſentatives, who 
having impair'd their eſtates ia the modiſh exceſſes 
of the times, found themſelves under a — 
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of entering into meaſures which otherwiſe they 
would never have comply d with. Perhaps too, 
added I, to gratify the ambition of a beloved wife, 
or prevent the clamour of a turbulent one, may 
be one teaſon to which the infriagement of pub- 
© lic Liberty may be aſfcrib'd.” 

Clyamon liſten'd with great attention to what I 
aid, and joining in my opinion, reply'd, that his 
own obſcrvation of fome late inſtances conſirm'd 


the truth of this argument,—* The firſt of theſe 


© excitements, continued he, I have already ex- 

© perienced the danger of through my inadvertency, 

* and ſhall be wary to avoid the ſnare in which I 

© have been once entangled ;— and as for the other, 

© if ever I marry, I ſhall endeavour to get a wife 

© as near as poſſible to the deſcription given by the 

© Poet of his miſtreſs; | 

— — — A maid 

© Who knows not Courts, yet Courts does far 

out ſhi e, 

In every ſtarry beauty of the mind; 

One who array'd in native lovelineſs, 

And ſweet funplicity, deſpiſes art; 

And has a foul too great to ſtoop to pride, 

With the mean ways by which it aims at grandeur.” 
With theſe diſcourſes we paſsꝰd the time he ſaid; 

II have not ſeen him fince, but heard of his fafe 

arrival at * , whether he will be clected for 

that County cannot be determined at the time of 

my writing this ; fo can only ſay, that if he is, I 

doubt not but his character will appear to much 

more advantage than in the faint ſketch I have here 

been able to.give of it. 
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